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ADVERTISEMENT.

"p ESPECTING the fourcc from which the follow-

--^ ing letters have been drawn, and the grounds

on which the reader is expc-cled to reft his belief

of their authenticity, it may be fufficient to inform

him (and, for the truth of the afiertion, to appeal

to His Excellency, Thomas Pinckney, the Ameri-

can Minifter Plenipotentiary), that permilTion was

obtained from the proper authority, to tranfcribe,

from the original papers prefcrved in the Secretary

of State's office in Philadelphia, thefe and fundry

other authentic documents relating to the conteft

between the colonics and the mother country, viz.

Letters from the Commanders of the continental

forces, and other perfons employed in the public

fervice,—intercepted Letters from Britifli Officers

and other adherents to the royal caufc,—Com-

munications from the Governors, Conventions, and

Conmiittees of the feveral American States,—Dif-

patches from Agents and Commiffioners,—Inftruc-

tions,—Reports of Committees of Congrefs,—parts

of the Secret Journals hitherto unpubliflied,—and

various
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various other pieces elucidative of the events which

led to and finally eftabliflicd American Indepen-

dence.

That pcrmilTion \vn.s granted early in the year

179I, and immediate advantage was taken of the in-

dulgence ; though, from various circumftances, of

little confequence to the reader to know, the pub-

lication has been fo long delayed. Even at this

late period, the editor contents himfelf with laying

before the public but a part of the collection,—in-

tending, if thefe volumes meet whh a favorable re-

ception, to continue the publication, and prefent

his readers with a variety of interefting pieces

penned by the leaders and principal agents in the

American Revolution, and tend in 2: to throw lisrht

on many important tranfa6tions that have hitherto

been cithjr enveloped in total darknefs, or, at

beft, but obfcurely perceived, and imperfectly ui;-

derftood.

Some parts of thefe letters may perhaps appear

too full of minutia: to interell that clafs of readers,

who, nnaccuftomed to enter into the inveftigation

of caufes or confequences, delight only in recitals

of battles, fieges, and other ftriking occurrences

which conllitute the m.ore prominent features of

hiftory. But, to the reafoning philofophic reader,

who wilhes to explore the fecret fprings of a6tion,

—to trace events to their remote and latent caufes,

—to difcover and examine the fubordinate and col-

lateral circumftances (oft trifling in appearance,

and generally overlooked by the vulgar eye),

which;, in the flruggies of contending nations, give

a pre-
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a preponderancy to the one or- tha- other fcalej—

thofe minute details will, it is prefumed, be tW
from unacceptable, as farnilliing him with that

fpecies of information, upon which alone he can

venture to ground a decifivc opinion, and which he

might elfewhere feek in vain.

The inclofures, frequently referred to in thefe

volumes, would ftill further contribute to fct evcrv

circumftance in a clearer and lironger light ; and it

was the editor's original intention that they fliould

have accompanied the letters to which they refpcc-

tively belong. Obftacles however, af prefeiu infur-

mountable, ftand in the way of their immediate pub-

lication : but, when thefe are removed, the papers

alluded to fliall make their appearance in form of

an Appendix,—fuch parts of them at Icali:, as arc

of a curious and intereib'ng nature.

Meanwhile the reader will obferve that it wai

deemed as yet premature to pubhih certain paf-

fages of thefe letters : fome omilhons have of courfe

taken place, which are every where pointed out by

afterilks, and which will be fupplied at a pro*

per feafon, probably not far diftant.—On the

other hand, in perhaps half a dozen infi;ances, a

fingie word has been hazarded on conjetiure, to

fill up a chafm, where -either the original or the

copy happened to be torn or defaced j in which

cafes, the fupplemental words are inclofed within

crotchets and printed in Italic.—A few entire let-

ters, moreover, as appears by reference made to

/them in fubfequent ones, are here wanted to com-

plete the chain of corrcfpondence. Ihefe the edi-

9 tor



tor can give no account of, as the originals appear

to have been lofl from the files of office.

About a dozen letters, written by the general's

fecretary *, are here inferted ;—a few from the ge-

neral huiifelf to the board of w^'ar, or committee

of Gongrefsj—one to the prelident of the New-
York Convention, and one to R. Morris, cfquire,

in the department of finance. Thefe it was

thought improper to omit : not did it feem worth

while, on account of a few exceptions, to make

any alteration in the general title of the book.

* r»rr. R. H. Harrifon, refpefting whom, the deader is re-

qf.efled to correft an error in Vol. I. page 240, line 6, where,

inftead of' aides^^ he il^ovild read 'Jl-crctarics'.—i\nc^.ther niiftake

occurs in page 26 of the fame volume, line 32, where 'fourth'

lliGuid be read inftead of '• fmr'.eentlu^



OFFICIAL LETTERS

FROM

GENERAL WASHINGTON

TO CONGRESS.

To the Honorable Members of the Continental Congrefsy at

Philadelphia,

Gentlemen, New-York, June 24, 1775«

X HE rain on friday afternoon and faturday,—the advice

of feveral gentlemen of the Jerfeys and this city, by no means

to crofs Hudfon's river at the lower ferry—and feme other

circumftances, too trivial to mention, prevented my arrival

at this place, until the afternoon oif this day.

In the morning, after giving general Schuyler fuch orders,

as, from the refult of my inquiry into matters here, appear

neceflary, I fhall fet out on my journey to the camp at Bof-

ton, and fhall proceed with all the difpatch in my power.

Powder is fo effential an article, that I cannot help again re-

peating the neceffity of a fupply. The camp at Bofton, from

the belt account I can get from thence, is but Very poorly

fupplied. At this place, they have fcarce any. How they

Vol, r, B ar*



2 GENERAL WASHINGTON'S

are provided at general VVooftcr's camp, I have not been

able yet to learn.

Governor Tryon \s arrived, and general Schuyler dire£led

to advife you of the line of condudt he moves in. I fear if

will not be very favorable to the American canfe.

I have only to add, that I am, with great refpe6i and

tegard, gentlemen, your niofl obedient and olsliged humble

fervant, G' Washington.

To John Hancock, E/qun-c, Fref.dent of Covgrcfa.

New Yorh,funday, 2Ath June, 1 775, 5 o'clock, P. M.
SfR,

UPON my arrival here this afternoon, I was inform-

ed that an exprefs was in town^ from the provincial camp

in Mafiachufett3-Bay ; eikI having fcen, among the papers iii

his poneflion, a letter direftcd to you as prefident of the

Congrefs, I have taken the liberty to open k. I was induced

4o take that liberty, by feveral gentlemen of New-York

who were anx>o\is to know the particulars of the affair of

the feventeenth inftant, and agreeable tu the orders of m'4ny

members of the Congrefs, who judged it neccffary' that V
Ihould avail myfelf of Jhe beft information in the coitrfe of

ftiy journey.

You will find, iir, by that letter, a great want of po^^.-er

in the provincial army, which 1 fincerely hope the Congrefs

will fupply as fpeedily and as eiFedually as in their power..

One thoufaiid pounds in weight were fcnt to the caro.p at

Cambridge, three days ago, fro-ni tliis city ; wliich i<as left

this place almofl deilitute of that neceffary article • there be-

ing at this time, from the beft information, not more than

four barrels of powder in the city of New-York.

I propofe to fet off for the provincial camp to-raorrow,

and will ufe all poillble difpatch to join the forces there.

Pkafe^to make my complimeiits to the genilemen of the

Congrefs j
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Congtefs ; and believe me to be, fir, your obliged friend,

and humble fervant, G. W.

[N. B. yf// the fuhfeqiunt letters, not othervcife exprcfsly d'l-

reiled, are addrejj'ed to the Prejident of Congrefsfor the

time benig.

^

Sir, Camp at Cambridge, f^ly 10, 1775-

1 Arrived fafe at this place on the third inftant, after

a journey attended with a good deal of fatigue, and retarded

by neceflary attentions to the fuccefiive civUitles v^hich ac-

companied me in my whole route.

Upon my arrival, I Immediately vifited the feveral pofts

occupied by our troops ; and, as foon as the weather permitted,

reconnoitred thole of the enemy. I found the latter ftrongly

intrenched on Bunker*s-hill, about a mile from Charleftown,

and advanced about half a mile from the place of the late ac-

tion, with their centries extended about one hundred and fifty

yards on this fide of the narroweft part of the neck leading

from this place to Charlcilown. Three floating batteries lie

in Myftick river near their camp, and one twenty-gun Ihip

below the ferry place between Bofton and Charleftown. They

have alfo a battery on Copfe-hiU, on the Bofton iide, which

much annoyed our troops In the late attack. Upon the neck,

/they have alfo deeply intrenched and fortified. Their ad-

vanced guarxls, till laft faturday morning, occupied Brown's

houfes, about a mile from Roxbury meeting-houfe, and

twenty roods from their lines : but, at that time, a party

from general Thomas's camp furprifed the guard, drove

them in, and burned the houfes. The bulk of their army,

commanded by general Howe, lies on Bunker's-hill, and the

remainder on Roxbury-neck, except the light horfe, and a

few men in the town of Bofton.

On our fide, we have thiown up iiitrenchments on Win-
B2 tef
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ter and Profpe6): hills,—the enemy's camp in full view, at

the diftance of little more than a mile. Such intermediate

points as would admit a landing, I have {men my arrival

taken care to flrengthen, down to Sewai's farm, where a

flrong iatrenchment has been thrown up. At Roxbury, ge-

neral Thomas has throv^'n up a flrong work on the hill,

about two hundred yards above the meeting-houfe ; which,

with the brokennefs of the ground, and a great number of

rocks, has made that pafs very fecure. The troops raifed ia

New-Hamplhire, with a regiment from Rhode-Ifland, oc-

cupy Winter-hill : a part of thofe from Connecticut, under

general Putnam, are on Profpetl-hiil. The troops in this

town are entirely of t!ie MaiTachufetts : the remainder of the

Rhodc-Iiland-men are at Sewai's Farm. Two regiments of

Connecticut, and nine of the MaiTachufetts, are at Rox-

bury. The refidue of the army, to the number of about

feven hundred, are pofrcd in feveral fmall towns along the

coafl, to prevent tlie depredations of the enemy.

Upon the whole, T think myfelf authorifed to fay, that,

confidering the great extent of line and the nature of the

ground, we are aS well fecured, as could be expe6ted in fo

iliort a time, and under the difadvantages we labor. Thefe

confiil in a want of engineers to conftru6t proper works and

dire(5t the mien, a want of tools, and a fufficicnt number of

men to man the works in cafe of an attack. You will ob-

ferve, by the proceedings of the council of war which T have

the honor to inclofc, that it is our unanimous opinion, to

hold and defend thefe works as long as pofiit)le. The dif-

couragemcat it would give the men, and its contrary efFeiSts

on the miniAerial troops, thus to abandon our encamp-

ment in their face, formed with io much labor,—added to

the certain deftniCtion of a confiderable and valuable extent

of country, and our uncertainty of finding a place in all re-

fpetSts fo capable of making a (land,— are leading reafons for

this determination. At the fame time we are very fcnfible

of the difficulties which attend the defence of lines of fo

great
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great extent, and the dangers whicii may enfue from fuch

a divirion of the army.

My earneft wifh to" comply with tlie inflru^^ions of the

Con^refs, in making an early and complete return of the

ftate of the army, has led into an involuntary delay of ad-

dreffing you ; which has given me much concern. Having

given orders for this purpofe immediately on my arrival,

—

and unapprifed of the imperfevfl obedience which had been

paid to thofe of the like nature from general Ward, I was

led from day to day to expe6l they would come in, and

therefore detained the meffenger. They are not now fo

complete as I could wifn : but much allowance is to be made

for inexperience in forms, and a liberty which had been

taken (not given) on this fubjedl. Thei'e reafons, I flatter

myfelf, will no longer exifl ; and, of confequence, more re-

gularity and exadnefs will iii future prevail. This, with a

neceflary attention to the lines, the movements of the minif-

tcrial troops, and our immediate fecurity, muft be my apo-

logy, which I beg you to lay before Congrefs with the ut-

mofl duty and refpecl.

We labor under great di&dvantages for want of tents:

for, thou^ they have been helped out by a collecilion of

now ufelefs fails from the fea-port towns, the number is far

ihort of our neceflities. The colleges and houfes of this

town are neceflarily occupied by the troops ; which affords

another rcafon.for keeping our prefent fituation. But I moft

fincerely wifh the whole army was properly provided to take

the held, as I am well affured, that (befides greater expedi-

tion and adivity in cafe of alarm) it would highly conduce

to health and difcipUne. As materials are not to be had

here, I would beg leave to recommend the procuring a far-

ther fiipply from Philadelphia, as foon as pofTable.

1 Ihould be extremely deficient in gratitude as well as juftice,

if I did not take the firft opportunity to acknowledge the

readinefs and attention, which the provincial Congrefs and

differeiit committees have ihewn, to make every thing as

E ^ convenient
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convenient and agreeable as poffible. But there is a vital

and inherent principle of delay, incompatible with military

fervice, in tranfadling bufinefs through fuch numerous and

different channels. I efteem it therefore my duty to repre-

fent tht inconvenience which muft unavoidably enfue from

a' dependence on a number of perfons for fupplies ; and fub-

mit it to the confideration of Congrefs, whether the public fer-

vice will not be bell: promoted by appointing a commilTary^

general for thefe purpofes. We have a flriking inflance of

the preference of fuch a mode, in the eflablifliment of Con-

nedlicut, as their troops are extremely well provided under

the diredion of Mr. Trumbull, and he has at different times

affifted others with various articles. Should my fentiments

happily coincide with thofe of your honors on this fubjecS,

I beg leave to recommend Mr. Trumbull as a very proper

perfon for this department. In the arrangement of troops

coUe6ted under fuch circumflances, and upon thc'fpur of

immediate neceffity, feveral appointments are omitted, wbich

appear to be indifpenfably neceflary for the good government

of die army—particularly a quarter-mafter-general, a com-

miffary of mufters, and a commiffary of artillery, Thefe I

muft earneftly recommend to the notice and provifion of the

Congrefs,

I find myfelf already much embarraffed, for want of a mi-

litary chefl, Thefe embari aflfments will increafe every day:

I mufl therefore requefl that money may be forwarded as

foon as poffible. The want of this mofl neceffary article

-will (I fear) produce great inconveniences, if not prevented

by an early attention. I hnd the army in general, and the

troops raifed in Maffachufetts in particular, very deficient

in necefTary cloathing. Upon inquiry, there appears no

probability of obtaining any fupplies in this quarter : and, on

the beft confideration of this matter I am able to form, I am of

opinion that a number of hunting (hirts (not lefs than ten

thoufand) would in a great degree remove diis difficulty,

in the cheapeft and quickefl manner. I know nothing, in a

fpecuIativQ
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fl>eculatlve view, more rrivi:il, yet, if put in pr:i6lice, would

have a happier tendency to unite the men, and aboHfli thole

provincial diftiadions which lead to jealouly and diffatif-

fzction.

In a former part of this letter, I mentioned the want of

engineers. I can hardly exprefs the difappointmept I have

experienced on this fubjedl:,—the ikill of thofe we have be-

ing very imperfecS:, and contii>ed to the mere manual cxer-

cife of cannon ; whereas the war in which we are engaged

requires a knowledge, comprehending the duties of the held,

and fortification. If any perfons thus qualified are to be

found in the fcuihern colonies, it would be of great public

fervice to forward them with all expedition.

Upon the article of ammunition, I muft re-echo the for-

mer complaints on this fubjed. We are fo exceedingly defti-

tute, that our aniilcry will be of little ufe, without a fupply

both large and feafonable. What we have muft be refervej

for the fmall arms, and that managed with the utmoft fru-

gality. * * *

The llate of the army you will find afcertained with toler-

able precifion in the returns which accompany this letter.

Upon finding the number of men to fall fo far fhort of the

eftablifliment, and below all cxpedatlon, I immediately call-

ed a council of the general officers, whofe opinion {as to the

mode of filling up the regiments, and providing for the pre-

sent exigency) I have the honor of incloung, together with

the beft judgment we are able to form of tiie miniilerial

troops. From the number of boys, deferters, and negroes,

that have been enlifted in the troops of thio province, I en--

tertain fome doubts whether the number required can be

raifed here : and all the general officers agree that no depen-

dence can be put on the militia, for a continuance in camp,

or regularity and difcipline during the fhort time tiiey may

flray. This unhappy and devoted province has been fo long

in a ftate of anarchy, and the yoke *****
been laid fo heavily on it, that great allowances are to be

B 4 made
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piade for troops raifed under fuch circumflances. The dc*

ficiency of numbers, difcipline, and ftores, can only lead to

thisconclufion—that their fpirit has exceeded their ftrengtho

But at the fame time I would humbly fubmit to the confider-

Stion of Congrefs the propriety of making fome further pro-

vifion of men from the other colonies. If thefe regiments

ihould be pompleted to their eftablifhniept, the difmiffion of

thofe unfit for duty ori account of their age and charadcr

would occafion a confiderable reduftion ; and, at all events,

they have been eniifled upon fuch terms, that they may be

difbanded when other troops arrive. But fliould my appre-

henfions be reaUfed, and the regiments here not filled up, the

public caufe would fuifer by an abfolute dependence upon

fo doubtful an event, unlefs fome provifion is made againft

fuch a difappointment.

It requires no military |kill, to judge of the difficulty of

hitroducing proper difciphne and fubordination into an army

while we have th? enemy in view, and are in daily expec^a-,

tion of an attack : but it is of fo much importance, that every

effort will be made, which time and circumflances will ad-

niit. In the mean time I have a fincere pleafure in obferv-

jng that there are materials for a good army—.a great num-

ber of able-bodied men, adive, zealous in the caufe, and of

unqueftionable courage.

. I am now, fir, to acknowledge the receipt of your favor

of the twenty-eighth, inclofing the rcfolutions of Congrefs,

of the twenty-feventh ultimo, and a copy of a letter from the

committee of Albany ; to all which I fiiall pay due attention.

Generals Gates and Sullivan have both arrived in gpod

' health.

My beft abilities 3,rc at all times devoted to the fervice of

jny country : but I feel the weight, importance, and variety

of my prefent duties too fenfibly, not to wi/h a more imme-

diate and frequent communication with the Congrefs. I fear

it may often happen in the courfe of our prefent operatioins,
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that I fiiall need that affirtance and direction from tlieu),

which time and diftance will not allow me to receive.

s Since writing the above, I have alio to acknowledge your

favor of the fourth inftant by FeiTendcn, and the receipt of the

commiffions, and articles or war. The former are yet eight

hundred Ihort of the number recjaired. This -dehciency you

will pleafe to fuj)ply ^ foon as you conveniently can.

Among the other returns, I have alfo fent one of cur killed,

wounded, and miffing, in the late adlion ; but have been able

to procure no certain account of the lofs of the minifterlal

troops. My befl intelligence hxes it at about five hundred

killed, and fix or fevcn hundred wounded : but it is no more

than conjefture,—the utmoft pains being taken on their fide

to conceal it. I have the honor to be, Sec. G. W.

P. S. Having ordered the commanding officer to give me
the earheft intelligence of every motion of the enemy by

land or water, difcernible from the heights of his camp, I

this inflant, as I was clofing my letter, received the inclofed

from the brigade major. The defign of this manoeuvre 1

know not :—perhaps it .-nay be to make a defcent fomewhere

along the coaft :— it may be for New-York ; or it may be

praclifed as a deception on us. I thought it not improper

however to mention the matter to you : I have done the

fame to the commanding officer at New-York ; and I fhall

let it be known to the committee of fafety here, fo that in-

telligence may be communicated, as they (hall think beil,

along the fearcoafi: of this government.

Sir, Camp at Cambridge, yuly 14, 1775.

SINCE I did myfclf the honor of addreffing you on

the tenth inftant, nothing material has happened in the camp.

From fome authentic and later advices ot the flate of the

jninifiierial troops, and the great inconvenience of calling in

(he miiitia in the midH: of hayveft, I have been induced fvor tho

prelect
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prefent to wave it :— but in the mean time recruiting parties

have been fent througiiout this province, to fill up the regi-

ments to the eftablifhment of the provincial Congrefs At the

fame time that I received thcfe advices, I alfo obtained a

lift of the officers of the enemy killed and wounded in the

late battle at Charleftown, which I take this opportunity to

inclofe.

The great fcarcity of frefh provifions in their army has

led me to take every precaution to prevent a fupply : for this

purpofe, I have ordered all the cattle and fheejj to be drawn

from the low grounds and farms within their reach. A de-

tachment from general Thomas's camp, on wednefday night,

went over to Long-Ifland, and brought from thence twenty

cattle and a number of fheep, with about fifteen laborers

who had been put on by a Mr. Ray Thomias, to cut the hav»

Sec. By fome accident they omitted burning the hay, and

returned the next day at noon to complete it ; which they

cffedled, amidd the firing of the fliipping, with the lofs of

one man killed and another wounded.

Laft evening alfo a party of the Connefticut-men flroUed

down on the marfli at Roxbury, and fired upon a centry

;

which drew on a heavy fire from the enemy's lines and

floating batteries, but attended with no other efFe6i: than the

lofs of one killed by a ihot from the enemy's lines. In the

mean time, we are, on both fides, continuing our works:

but there has been no other movement than what I have no-

ticed above. I fliall endeavor to give a regular and parti-

cular account of all tranfa£l:ions, as they occur, which you

will pleafe to lay before the honorable Congrefs. I have the

honor to be, &c. G. W,

Sir, Ca?np at Cambridge, 'July 21, 177^.

SINCE I did myfelf the honor of addreffing you the

fourteenth influnt, I have received advice from governor*

IVumbull,
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Trumbull, tliat the affembly of Connefticut had voted, and

tliat they are now ralung, two regiments of feven hundred

men each, in confequence of an application from the pro-

vincial Congrefs of Maflachufetts-Bay. The Rhode-Illand

affembly has alfo made an augmentation for this purpofe.

Thcfe reinforcements, with the riflemen who are daily ex-

pe6ted, and fuch recruits as may come in to fill up the regi-

ments here, will, I apprehend, compofe an army fufficiently

ftrong to oppofe any force which may be brought againft us

at prefcnt. I am very fenfible that the heavy expenfe, ne-

cefiarily attendant upon this campaign, will call for the ut-

moft frugality and care, and would therefore, if poffible,

avoid enlifting one unneceflary man. As this is the firft

certain account of the deftination of thefe new-raifed troops,

I thought proper to communicate my fentiments as early

as poffible, left the Congrefs lliould adt upon my letter of the

tenth, and raife troops in tlie fouthern colonies, which, in

my prefent judgment, may be difpenfed with.

For thefe eight days paft, there have been no movements

in either camp, of any confequence. On our fide, we have

continued the works without any intermiffion ; and they are

novsr fo far advanced as to leave us little to apprehend on that

fcore. On the fide of the enemy, they have alfo been very

indufrrious in finifbing their lines, both on Bunker*s-hill and

Roxbury-neck. In this Interval alfo, their tranfports have

arrived from New-York ; and they have been employed ia

landing and ftationing their men. I have been able to col-

left no certain account of the numbers arrived : but the in-

clofed letter, wrote (though not figned) by Mr. Sheriff Lee,

and delivered me by captain Darby (who went exprefs with

an account of the Lexington battle) will enable us to form a

pretty accurate jxidgment. The increafe of tents and men
>n the town of Bofton is \'^ry obvious : but all my accounts

from theiice agree that there is a great mortality, occahoneJ

by the want of vegetables and frelh meat ; and that their

Igfs in the late battle at Charleftovyn (from the few recoveries

of
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of their wounded) is greater than at Rru fuppofed. « The

condition of the inhabitants detained in Bollon is very dif-

treffing-: they are equally deftitute of the comfort of freili

provilions-, and many of them are fo reduced in their cir~

cumftances, as to be unable to fupply themfelves with fait.

Such firti as the foldiery leave is their principal fupport.

Added to all this, fuch fufpiclon and jealoufy prevails, that

they can fcarcely fpeak, or even look, without expohng

themfelves to fomc fpecies of military execution.

I have not been able, from any intelligence I have receiv-

ed, to form any certain judgment of the future operations of

the enemy. Sometimes I have fufpe<iSt:ed an intention of de-

taching a part of their army to fome part of the coaft^ as

they have been building a number of flat-bottomed boats, ca-r

pable of holding two hundred men each. But, from their

works, and the language held at Boflon, there is reafon to

think they expedl the attack from us, and are principally en-

gaged in preparing themfelves againfl it. I have ordered all

the whale-boats along the coaft to be co]le6led : and fome

of them are employed every night to watch the motions of

the enemy by water, fo as to guard as much as poiTible

againft any furprife. * * *

Next to the more immediate and prefRng duties of putting

our lines in as fecure a ftate as poflible, attending to the

movements of the enemy, and gaining intelligence,—my
great concei^n is to eflabliih order, regularity, and difcipllne,

without which, our numbers would embarrafs us, and, in

cafe of a^lion, general confufion mufl infallibly enfue. In

order to this, I propofe to divide the army into three divi-

{ions :—at the head of each, will be a general officer :

—

thefe divlfions to be again fubdivided into brigades, un-

der their refpective brigadiers,' But the diSiculty arihng

from the arrangement of the general officers, and waiting the

farther proceedings of the Congrefs on this fubjc£l, has much

retarded my progrefs in this nioii ueccilary work. I iliould
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be very happy ro receive their final commands, as any deter-

niination would enable me to proceed in my plan. * * *.'

In addition to the officers mentioned in mine of the tenth

inftant, I would humbly pro|K)fe that foine provifion fliould

be made for a jirdge-a<lvocate, and provoft-marlhal. The
neceffity of the lirft appointment was fo great, that I w^
obliged to nominate a Mr. Tudor, wlio was well i"ecom-

memled to me, and now executes the office under an expec-

tation of receiving captain's pav—an allowance (in my
opinion) fcarcely adequate to the fervice, in riew-raife<3

troops, wdiere there are court-martials every day. However,

as that is the proporiion in the regular armv, and he is con-

tented, there will be no neccHitv of an addition.

I mull alfo renew my requeft as to money, and the ap-

pointnrient of a paymafter. I have forbore urging matters o£

this nature, from my knowledge of the many important cdn-

t:erns which engage the attention of the Congrefs : but as I

^nd my difficulties thicken every dav, I make no doubt, fuit-

able regard will be paid to a necelTity of this kind. The
inconvenience of borrowing fuch fums as are conftantly re-

quilite mail be too plain for me to enlaige upon, and is t

iituation frora which 1 Ihould be very happy to be relieved.

Upon the experience I have had, and the bell confldera-

tion of the appointment of the feveral offices of commilTary-

general, mufter-mafter general, quartei-mafter-generaJ, pay-

ipafter-general, and commiflary of artillery, I am clearly of

opinion that they not only conduce to order, difpatch, and

difcipline, but that it is a meafure of economy. The delay,

the wafte, and unpunilhable negledl of duty, arifing from

thefe offices being in commiflion in feveral hands, evidently

flie\y that thq public expenfe mud be finally enhanced. I

have experienced the want of thefe officers, in completing

the returns of men, ammunition, and fiiores. The latter are

yet imperfecf:, from the number of hands in which they are

difperled. I h;ive inclofcd the laft weekly return, which is

XDorc accurate than the former; and hope in a little time

S we
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we (Iiall be perfe6!:ly regular in this as well as feveral other

neceffary branches ot duty.

I have made inquiry into the eftabliiliment of the hofpital,

and find it in a very unfettled condition. There is no prin-

cipal director, nor any fubordination among the furgeons:

of confequence, difputes and contention have arifen, and

luufl continue until it is reduced to fome fyflem. I could

wifli it was immediately taken into conhderation, as the

Jives and health of both officers and men fo much depend

wpon a due regulation of this departancnt. I have been par-

ticularly attentive to tlie leafl fymptoras of the fmall pox ;

and hitherto we have been fo fortunate as to have every per-

fon removed fo foon, as not only to prevent any communica-

tion, but any alarm or apprchenfiou it might give in the

camp. We fhall continue the ulmoll; vigilance againfl this

mod dangerous enemy.

In an army properly organifeJ, there are fundry offices

of an inferior kind, fuch a.s waggon-mafter, mafter-carpen-

ter, &c : but I doubt whether my powers are fufficiently

exteniive for fuch appointments. If it is thought proper to

repofe fuch a trufl in me, I Ihall be governed, in the dif-

charge of it, by a ftri6t regard to economy and the public in-

tcreft.

My inflrudllons from the honorable Congrefs dire<5l; that

no troops aie to be difbanded without their exprefs difedllonj

nor to be recruited to more than double the number of the

enemy. Upon this fubjedl I beg leave to reprefent, that, un-»

lefs the regiments in this province are more fucccfsful in re*

cruiting than I have reafon to expect, a redii£tion of fome

of them will be highly neceflliry, as the public is put to the

whole expenfe of an eftablilhment of officers, while the real

ftrength of the regiment (which confifts In the rank and file)

is defective. In cafe of fuch a reduction, douhtlefs fome of

the privates and all the officers would Return home : but

many of the former would go into the remaining regiments

;

and> having had fome experience, would fill them up with

ufeful
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iifeful men. I fo plainly perceive the expenfe of tliis campaign

will exceed any calculation hitherto made, that I am parti-

cularly anxious to (Irike ofF every unneceffary charge. You
will therefore, hr, be plcafed to favor me with explicit di-

rections from the Congrefs, on the mode of this rcdu6lion

(if it (Iiall appear nccefTary) that no time may be loft when

fuch neceffity appears.

Yefterday we had an account that the light-houfe was on

fire:—by whom, and under what orders, I have not yet

learned : but we have reafon to believe it has been done by

our irregulars.

You will pleafe to prefcnt mc to the Congrefs, with the

utmoft duty and refpe6l ; and believe me to be. Sec. G. W.

P. S. Captain Darby's flay in England was fo fhort, that

he brings no other information than what the inclofed letter,

and the news-papers which will accompany this, contain.

General Gage's difpatches had not anived ; and the mi-

nlftry afFedted to difbelieve the whole account, treating it as a

fidlion, or, at moft, an affair of little confequence.—-The fall

of ftocks was very inconfiderable.

Camp at Cambridge, July 21, I775> 5 o'clock^ P. AT.

Sir,

SINCE clofing the letters which accompany this, I

have received an account of the deftruclion of the light-

houfe ; a copy of which I have the honor to inclofe,—and

of again affuring you that 1 am, with great refpedl, &c.

G. W.
P. S. I have aifo received a more authentic account of the

lofs of the enemy in the late battle, than any yet received*

Dr. Winiliip, who lodged in the fame houfe with an officer

of the marines, affures me they had exactly one thoufand and

forty- three killed and wounded,—of whom three hundred

fell on the field, or died within a few hours. Many of the

wounded are fince dead-

Sir,
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Sir, Camp at Cambridge', yuly^lj, ^TJS'

NOTHING material has occurred in either campy

fince I had the honor of addrefTing you on the twenty-firft in-

ftanr by exprefs : but on tuefday, three men-of-war and nine

tranfports failed out of Bollon harbor, and flood a couvfe

about E. S. E.

One Groves, who came out of Boflon the fame evening,

informed the ofBcer at one of the out-pofts, that the tranfports

had on board fix hundred men, and were bound to Block-

Ifland, Fi<her's-Hland, and Long-Ifland, to plunder them»

and bring off what cattle they may find. The fellow return-

ed again into Boflon under fuch fufpicious circumflances,

that it has led me to doubt the truth of his intelligence.

A deferter, who came, in afterwards, informs me that it

was given out in their camp, that they were either gone for

Indians or frefli provifions ; and that each tranfport liad but

twenty men on board. Upon this intelligence, I immediately

wrote to governor^ Cooke of Rhodc-Ifland, and to general

Woofter, that they might take proper precautions for re-

moving the cattle otFthofe iflands and the coafts, and to pre-

vent any furprife. As w^e are confirmed, by every account,

in the fcarcity of frefli provifions in the enemy's camp, and

particularly by this deferter, it is very probable this voyage

may be only intended for a fupply : but as it may pofiTibly be

otherwife, I thought it beft to tranfmit the intelligence to the;

honorable Congrefs, that they may forward it to the fouth-

ward, or take fuch other fteps as they may judge proper.

Since writino- the above, three more dcfcrtei s have come

out,—which makes four in twenty-four hours. Tiieir ac-

counts correfpond with thofe of the firft who came out, and

v/hich I have related above. { have the honor to be, &:c.

G. W.
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Sir, Camp at Cambridge, Aug. 4, 1775.

I AM to acknowledge the receipt of your favor of the

twenty-fourth July, accompanied by two hundred and eighty-

,
fbur cominifTions, which are yet much fhort of the necef-

fary wimber. I am much honored by the confidence re-

pofed in me, of appointing the feveral officers recommended

in mine of the tenth ultimo ; and fhall endeavor to feledl

fuch perfons as are beft qualified to fill thefe important

polls. * * * *

In the renewal of thefe commiffions, fome difficulties occur,

in which I fliould be glad to know the pleafure of the ho-

norable Congrefs. The general officers of the Maflachu-

fetts have regiments ; thofe of Conne6licut have both regi-

ments and companies ; and the other field officers have com-

panies each. From Rhode-lfland, the general officer has no

regiment, but the field officers have companies : but I do not

find that they have or expe6l pay under more than one com-

miffion. Should the commiffions, now to be delivered, pur-

fue thefe different eftablilhments, there will be a diftindion

between general and field officers of the fame rank. In or-

der to put New-Hampfhire, Maffachufetts, and Rhode-lfland,

upon a line with Connecticut, it would be neceffary to dif-

inifs a number of officers in poffefllon of commiflions, with-

out any fault of theirs. On the other hand, to bring the

Connedticut generals and field officers to the fame fcale with

tihe others, will add to the number of officers, and may be

deemed inconfiflent with the terms on which they entered

into the fervice, although you add nothing to the expenfe,

except in the article of provifions. Upon the whole, it is a

cafe which T would wifh the honorable Congrefs to confider

and determine.

• Colonel Gridley of this province, who is at the head of

the artillery, has the rank of major-general from the provin-

cial Congrefs. Will it be proper to renew his commiffion

here in the fame manner ?— It is proper here to remark, that,

Vol. L C in
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in this cafe, he will take rank of all the brigadiers-general,

and even the majors-general, whofe commiflions are fubfequent

in date : and this can atjfwer no good purpofe, but may be

produ6live of many bad confequences.

Thefe are matters of fome importance i but I am embar-

raffed with a difficulty of a fuperlor kind. The eftimate, made

in Congrefs, fuppofed all the regiments to be formed upon one

eflablilhment : but they are different in different provinces,

and even vary in the fame province, in fome particulars. In

Maffachufetts, fome regiments have ten companies, others

eleven : the eftablifhment of the former is five hundred and

ninety men, officers included ;—of the latter, fix hundred and

forty-nine. The eftablifhment of Rhode-Ifland and New-

Hampfhire is five hundred and ninety to a regiment, officers

included :—Conneclicut has a thoufand men to a regiment*

Should the Maffachufetts regiments be completed, with the

new levies from Rhode-Ifland and Connedllcut, and the ri-

flemen, the number will exceed tv/enty-two thoufand. If

thev fhould not be completed,—as each regiment is fully of-

ficered, there will be a heavy expenfe to the public, without

an adequate fervice. The redu(9:ion of fome of them feems

tp be neceffary, and yet is a matter of much delicacy, as

•we are fituated. I moft earneftly requefl it may be taken

into immediate confideratlon, and the time and mode of

doing it pointed out by the honorable Congrefs. By an efti-

mate I have made from the general return,—when the new

levies arrive, and the regiments are completed, there will be

twenty-four thoufand four hundred and fifty men on the pay

and provifion of the United Colonies. Some of the recruit-

ing officers, who have been out on that fervice, have return-

ed with very little fuccefs ; fo that we may fafely conclude,

the number of two thoufand and fixty-four, now wanting to

complete, will rather increafe than diminifh. There are the

regiment of artillery, confifting of four hundred and ninety-

three men, and one under colonel Sergeant (who has not re-

ceived any commiffion, although he had orders to raife a re-

giment.
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giment, from the provincial Congrefs here) which are not

included in the above eflimate. This laft regiment confifls

of two hundred and thirty-four men by the laft return ; but

a company has iince joined.

By adverting to the general return, which I have the honor

of inclofing (N° i), it will be feen, what regiments are moft

deficient.

If the Congrefs does not chufe to point out the particular

regiments, but the provinces in which the redu6tion is to be

made, the feveral Congrefles and Aflemblies may be tlie

proper channel to condu6l this bufinefs, which I would alfo

conceive the moft advifable, from their better a< quaintance

with the merits, terms, and time of fervice, of the refpedtive

officers. Reducing fome regiments, and, with the privates

thereof, filling up others, would certainly be the beft method

of accompliihing this work if it were pradicable : but the ex-

periment is dangerous, as the Maflachufetts-men, under the

privilege of chufing their own officers, do not conceive

thcmfelvcs bound, if thofe officers are diftianded.

As general Gage is making preparations for winter by

contradling for quantities of coal, it will fuggeft to us the

propriety of extending our views to tliat fcafon. I have di-

rc6ted that fuch huts as have been lately made of boards

fhould be done in fuch a manner, that, if neceflary, they

may ferve for covering during the winter. But I need not

enlarge upon the variety of neceffities, fuch as clothing,

fuel, &c, (both exceedingly fcarce, and difficult to be pro-

cured) which that feafon muft bring with it, if the army or

any confiderable part of it is to remain embodied.

From the inadlivity of the enemy fince the arrival of their

whole reinforcement,—their continual addition to their lines,

—and many other circumftances,—I am inclined to think,

that, finding us fo well prepared to receive thera, the plan of

operations is varied, and they mean, by regular approaches,

to bombard us out of our prefent line of defence, or are

waiting in expe6^ation that the colonies muft fink under the

C 2 weight
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weight of the expenfe, or the profpe£l of a winter carapaigrl

fo difcourage our troops, as to break up our army^ If they

have not fome fuch expeftations, the iiTue of which they arc

determined to wait, I cannot account for the delay, when

their flrength is leffened every day by ficknefs, deferti©ns, and

little fkirmiflies.

Of thefe lafl: we have had only two worthy of notice.

Having fome reafon to fufpeifl they were extending their

hncs at Charleftown, I, lad faturday evening, ordered fome

of the riflemen down, to make a uifcovery, or bring off a

prifoner. They were accidentally difcovered fooner than

they expelled, by the guard coming to relieve, and obliged

to fire upon them. We have reafon to believe they kill-

ed feveral. They brought in two prifoners, whofe ac-

count (confirmed by fome other circumftances) removed my

fufpicions in part. Since that time, we have, on each fide,

drawn in our Gentries, and there have been fcattering fires

along the line. This evening we have heard of three cap-

tains who have been taken off hy the riflemen, and one kill-

ed by a cannon-fhot from Roxbury, bcfidcs feveral privates:

but as tlie intelligence is not dire6l, I only mention it as a

report which defervcs credit.—The other happened at the

light-houfe. A number of workmen having been fent down

to repair it, with a guard of twenty-two marines and a fub-

altern,—major Tupper, lafl monday morning about two

o'clock, landed there with about three hundred men, attacked

them, killed the cfiiccr and four privates ; but being detained

by the tide, in his return he was attacked by feveral boats ; but

he happily got through, with the lofs of one man killed, and

another wounded. 'I'he remainder of the miniflerial troops

(three of whom are badly wounded) he brought off prifoners,

with tea tcries, all of whom are on their way to Springfield-

jail. The lifiemen, in thefe flcirmiOies, loft one man, who
(we hear) is a prifoner in Bollon-jail. The enemy, in re-

turn, endeavored to furprife our guard at Roxbury : but

they, being apprifed of it by a deferter, had time to prepare

for it : but by fome negligence or mlfcondudl in the officer

of
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of the guard, they burned the George tavern on the neck

;

and have ever'^ day fmce been cannonading us from their

h'nes, both ^t Roxbury and Charleftown, but with no other

efFedl than the lofs of two men. On our part, except ftrag-

gh'ng fires from the fmall afms about the hnes, which we
endeavor to reftrain, we have made little or no return.

Our fituation, in the article of powder, is much more

alarming than I had the moft diftant idea of. Having de-

fired a return to be made out (on my arrival) of the ammu-

nition, I found three hundred and three barrels and a half of

powder mentioned as in the ftore: but on ordering a new

fupply cf cartridges yefterday, I was informed, to my very

great aftonifliment, that there was no more than thirty-lix

barrels of the Maffachufetts ftore, which, with the flock of

Rhode-Ifland, New-Hampfhire, and Connedlicut, makes

nine thoufand nine hundred and thirty-feven pounds,—not

more than nine rounds a man. As there had been no con-

fumption of powder fmce, that could in any degree account

for fuch a deficiency, I was very particular in my inquiries,

and found that the committee of fupplies, not being fuffi^

ciently acquainted with the nature of a return, or mifappre-

heading my requeft, fent in an account of all the ammu-
nition which had been colle6led by the province ; fo that the

report included not only what was in hand, but what had

been fpent.

Upon difcovering this miftake, I immediately went up to

confer with the fpeaker of the houfe of reprefentatives, upon

fomc meafures to obtain a fupply from the neighboring

t^ivvafliips, in fuch a manner as might prevent our poverty

being known ; as it is a fecret of too great confequence to

be divulged in the general court, fome individual of which

might perhaps indifcreetly fulFer it to efcape him, fo as to

find its way to the enemy,—the confequences of which are

terrible even in idea. I fliall alfo write to the governors of

Rhode-Ifland and Connecticut, and the committee of fafety

in New-Hampfliire, on this fubject, urging, ia the mod:

C 3 forcible
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forcible terms, the neceflity of an immediate fupply, if ia

their power. I need not enlarge on our melancholy fitua-

tjon : it is fufficient that the exiftence of the army and the

falvation of the country depends upon fomething being done

for our relief, both fpeedy and effecStual, and that our fitua-

tion be kept a profound fecret.

In the inclofures, N° 2 and 3, I fend the allowance of

provifions, &;c, made by the provinces of Connefticut and

MafTachufetts. The mode and quantity are different from

what has fallen within my experience, and, I am confident,

muft prove very wafteful and cxpenfive. If any alteration

can be fafely made (which I much doubt), there might be

a great favlng to the public.

A gentleman of my family, afTifted by a deferter who has

fome IklU in fortification, has, by my diredion, fketched out

two draughts of our refpedive hnes at Charleftown and

Roxbury, which, with the explanations, will convey fome

idea of our fituation, and, I hope, prove acceptable to the

members of the honorable Congrefs. They are the inclo^

fures, N° 4 and 5.

Since I had the honor of addreffmg you laft, I have beeri

applied to, by a committee of the general court, for a detach-

ment of the army, to prote6l the Inhabitants of tlie eaftern

parts of this province from fome apprehended depredations

on their coafts. I could have wlfhed to have complied with

their requcft : but, after due confideration, and confultlng the

general officers, together with thofe members of Congrefs

who are here, I thought it mv duty to excufe myfelf. The

application and my anfwer are the inclofures, N° 6 and 7,

which I hope will be approved by tbe honorable Congrefs.

Since I began this letter, the original (of which the inclo^

fure N" 8 is a copy) fell into my hands. As the writer is a

perfon of fome note in Boflon, and it contains fome advices

of Importance not mentioned by others, I thought proper to

forward it as I received it. By comparing the hand-writing

with another letter, it appears the writer is one Belcher

Noves,
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Noyes, a perfon probably known to feme of the gentlemen,

delegates from this province, who can determine from his

principles and chara6ler, what credit is due to him.

The army is now formed into three grand divifions, under

the command of the generals Ward, Lee, and Putnam ;—

*

each divifion into.two brigades, confifting of about fix regi-

ments each, commanded by generals Thomas and Spencer at

Roxbury,—Heath at Cambridge,—Sullivan and Greene at

Winter-hill. By this, you will pleafe to obferve, there is a

deficiency of one brigadier-general (occafioned by Mr. Pom-

roy's not a6ling under his commiffion) which I beg may be

filled up as foon as poffible. I obferve the honorable Con-

grets have alfo favored me with the appointment of three

brigade-majors. I prefume they hav"e or intend to appoint

the reft foon, as they cannot be unacquainted that one is necef-

fary to each brigade ; and, in a new-raifed army, it will be

an office of great duty and fervice.

General Gage has at length liberated the people of Bofron,

who land in numbers at Chelfea every day. The terms on'

which the pafles are granted, as to money, effeils, and pro-

vifions, correfpond with Mr. Noyes's letter.

We have feveral reports that general Gage is difmantling

Caftle-William, and bringing all the cannon up to towni

but, upon a very particular inquiry, accounts are fo variousi

that I cannot afcertain the truth of it. * * *

On the firft inftant, a chief of the Caghnewaga tribe, who

lives about fix miles from Montreal, came in here, accom-

panied by a colonel Bayley of Cohofs. His accounts of the

temper and difpofitlon of the Indians are very favorable.

He fays they have been ftrongly follclted by governor Carleton

to engage againft us ; but his nation Is totally averfe ;—that

threats, as well as entreaties, have been ufed without effect ,—

>

that the Canadians are well-diipofed to tlie Engliih colonies

;

and, if any expedition Is meditated againft Canada, the Indians

in that quarter will give all their affiftance. I have endeavored

to cherifh thefe favorable difpofitlons, and have recommended

C 4 tp
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to him to cultivate them on his return. What I have faicJ,

I enforced with a prefent, which I underflood would be

agreeable to him : and as he is reprefented to be a man of

weight and confequence in his own tribe, I flatter myfelf his

vifit will have a good effect. His accounts of general Carle-

ton's force and fituation at St. John's correfpond with what

we have already had from that quarter.

The acceffion of Georgia to the meafures of the Congrefs

is a happy event, and muft give a fmcere plealure to every

friend of America.

Augujl 5. We have accounts this morning of two ex-

plofions at the cafile ; fo that its deftrudlion may now be

fuppofed certain.

I have this morning been alarmed with an information

that two gentlemen from Philadelphia (Mr. Hitchbourn and

captain White), with letters for general Lee and mylelf,

have been taken by captain Ayfcough at Rhode-Ifland, the

letters intercepted and fent foiward to Bofton,—with the

bearers, as prifoners ; that the captain exulted much in the

difcoveries he had made : and my informer (who was alfo

in the boat, but releafed) underftood them to be letters of

confequence. I have therefore difpatched the exprefs imme-

diately back, though I had before refolved to detain him till

Fefleoden's return. I fliall be anxious till I am relieved

from the fufpenfe I am in, as to the contents of thofe

letters.

It is exceedingly unfortunate that gentlemen fhould chufe

to travel the only road on which there is danger. Let the

event of this be what it will, I hope it will ferve as a general

caution againft trufting any letters that way in future.

Nothing of confequence has occurred in camp theie two

days.—The inhabitants of Bofton continue coming out at

Chelfea, but under a nev/ reftridion, that no men fliall come

out without fpecial licence, which is refufed to all mechanics,

fince the tory laborers were taken at the light-houfe I have

l^e honor to be, &c. G. W.
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\Th: fd'cwhig letter hears no date, but appears t:> h.ve

been written on or o.hgut the twentj-JixtJi of j^uguji^

I77S-]

Sir,

THE inclofed letter came under fuch a direclion ami

circutnftances, as led me to (uppofe it contained I'ome inter-

efting advices, either refpecting a fupply of powder, or the

clothing lately taken at Philadelphia. I therefore took the

liberty of breaking the feal, for which I hope the fervice and

my motives will apologiis.

. As the filling up the place of vacant brigadierrgeneral will

probably be of the firll builnefs of the honorable Congrefs, I

flatter niyfelf it will not be deemed affuming, to mention the

names of two gentlemen, whofe former fervices, rank and

age, may be thought worthy of attention on tliis occafioii.

The former is colonel John Armfcrong, of Penniylvania

:

he ferved during the lall war, in molt of the campaigns to

the fouthward ; was honored with the command of the Penn-

fylvania forces, and his, general military conduct and fpiric

much approved by all who ferved with him.: befides which,

jhis chara6lcr was diflinguifhed by an enterprife againft the

Jndians, which he planned with great judgment, and executed

with equal courage and fuccefs. It was not till lately that

I had reafon to believe he would enter again on public fer-

vice ; and it is now wholly unfoliclted and unknown on his

part. The other gentleman is colonel Fry, of ?>,Iaflachiifctrs-

Bay. He entered into the fervice as early as 1745, and rofe

through the different military ranks, in the fucceeding wars,

to that of colonel, until laft June, when he was appointed a

major-general by the Congrefs of this province. From thefe

circumftances, together with the favorable report made to me
of him, I prefume he fufiained the chara6ler of a good of-

ficer, though I do not find it diflingui/hed by any peculiar

fervice.

tiiher
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Either of thefe gentlemen, or any other "whom the honor-'

able Congrefs fliall pleafe to favor with this appointment,

will be received by nie with the utmofl; deference and re-

fpea.

The late adjournment having made it impraflicable to

know the pleafure of the Congrefs as to the appointment of

brigade-majors, beyond the number of three which they

were pleafed to leave to me,—and the fervice not admitting of

farther delaj'-,—I have continued the other three ; which I

hope their honors will not difapprove. Thefe latter were re-

commended by the refpe6tive corps to which they belong,

as the properefl perfons for thefe offices until farther direc-

tion, and have difcharged the duty ever fince. They are

tlie majors Box, Scammel, and Samuel Brewer.

Lail: faturday night we took poffeflion of a hill confidcr-

ably advanced beyond our former lines ; which brought on

a very heavy cannonade from Bunker's hill, and afterwards

a bombardment, which has been fmce kept up with little

fpirit on their part, or damage on ours. The work having

been continued ever llnce, is now fo advanced, and the men

fo well covered, as to leave us under no apprehenfions of

much farther lofs. In this affair, we had killed—one adju-

tant, one volunteer, and two privates. The fcarcity of am-

munition does not admit of our availing ourfelves of the fitua-

tion, as we otherwife might do : but this evil, I hope, will

ibon be remedied, as I have been informed of the arrival

of a large quantity at New-York, fome at New-London,

and more hourly expedled at different places. I need not

add to what 1 have already faid on this fubjefl.—Our late

fupply was very feafonable, but far fliort of our neceffitics.

The lute adjournment of the honorable Congrefs having

been made before my letter of the fourteenth inftant was re-

ceived, I muft now beg leave to recall their attention to thofe

parts of it which refped the provihon for the winter, the re-

dudtion of the troops, the double commiflions under different

eUcbuflimenls, and colonel Gridley's appointment of major-

general i
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general ; In all which, I hope to be honored with their com-

mands as foon as poffible.

The advocate-general has fent me a memorial refpeiling

his fervice, which I have the honor to inclofe (N° i) : and.

from the variety and multiplicity of duty in a new army, as

well as his regular fervice and attendance, I am induced to

recommend him to the farther notice of the honorable Con-

grefs.

The treatment of our officers, prifoners at Boflon, induced

me to write to general Gage on that fubje6^. His anfwer

and my reply I have the honor to lay before the Congrefs, in

the inelofures N° 2, 3, 4 ; fmce which I have heard nothing

from him.

I remain, with the greateft refped and regard, &c, G. W,

To the Honorahle Peter Vanbrugh Livingston, Efq,

Prejident of the Provincial Convention^ New-York.

Sir, Camp at Cambridge, Juguji, 30, 1775.

* * * Mr. Livingfton and fome other gentlemen

from your ciry brought us the acceptable news of the fafe

arrival of a large quantitv of jxjwder, and five hundred fland

of arms. Our lituation is fuch as requires your immediate

affiftance and fupply in that article. We have lately taken

pofleflion of a hill confulerably advanced towards the enemy;-

but our poverry prevents our availing ourfelves of any advan-t

lage of fituation. I muft therefore moft earneftly entreat

that meafures may be taken to forward to tliis camp, in the-

jnoft fafe and expeditious manner, whatever ammunition can

be fpared from the immediate and necelT.'.ry defence of the

province. The value of whatever may be fenc in conie-.

quence of this requeft will be paid by order from hence

when delivered, or negotiated with the honorable continental

Congrefs at Philadelphia, as may be agreed with the proprie-,

tors. I only requeft that no time may be loft through any

2 fuch
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fuch difficulties, as our fituation is fo critical, and the exl^

gence fo great. The mode of conveyance I muft leave with

the provincial Congrefs, or the committee of the city. I

doubt not they will take every precaution to make it fafe and

expeditious.'—I have the honor to be, &:c. G. W.

Sir, Camp at Cambridge, Sept. 7, 1775'

I DO jnyfelf the honor of addreffing you in confe-'

quence of an application from the commiflary-general, who

is, bv my direction, taking all proper precautions on the ap-

proach of winter. I defired him to commit to writing fuch

prppofals as his experience and knowledge of the country

might entitle him to make ; which he has done In the paper

which I have the honor to Inclofe. The difficulty of pro-

curing a'fufficicnt quantity of fait, which I objeded to him,

lie iias fully obviated, by afTuring me that there is fo much

now adually in ftore, In this and the neighboring towns, as

\yill remove all poffiblllty of a difappointment.

I propofe to do myfelf the honor of writing, in a few days,

fplly and particularly on feveral heads, to which I muft now

rpfer. In the mean time, I have only to inform the honor-

able Congrefs, that I have received d, fmall fupply of feveii

thoufand pounds of powder tills week from Rhode-Ifland,

and in a few days expect feven tons of lead, and five hun-

dred ftand of arms, a part of the fame importation ;
and to

requeft that more money may be forwarded with all expedi-

tion, the military cheft being nearly exhaufted.

I am, with the greateft refped', &:c. G, W,

Sir, Ca7np at Cambridge, Sept. 21., 1775.

I HAVE been in daily expectation of being favored

witli the commands of the honorable Congrefs, on the fub-

jcd of mv two laft letters. The feafon now advances fo

faft.
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feft, that I cannot any longer defer laying before them fuch

farther meafures as require their immediate attention, and in

which 1 wait their direction.

The mode in which the preftat army has been colIeiSled

lias Qccafioned fome difficulty in procuring the fubfcription

of both officers and foldiers to the continental articles of war*

Their principal objedlion has been, that it might fubjccl

them to a longer fervice than that for which thev engaged

under their feveral provincial eftablirtiments. It is in vain to

attempt to reafon away the prejudices of a whole army :

* * * I have therefore forbore prcffing them, as I did not

experience any fuch inconvenience trom their adherence to

their former rules, as would warrant the rifk of entering into

a conteft upon it ; more efpecially as the reftrnints, neceffary

for the efl-ablifliment of effential difcipline and fubordination,

indifpofed their minds to every change, and made it both

duty and policy to introduce as little novelty as poffible.

With the prefent army, I fear fucli a fubfcription is impravSli-

cable : but the difficulty will ceafe with this army.

The Conne6licut and Rhode-Ifland troops fland engao-ed

to the firfl: of December only ; and none longer than the firlt

of January. A diirdution of the prefent army therefore will

take place, unlets fome early provihon is made againfi: fuch

an event. IMoft of the general officers are of opinion the

greater part of them may be re-enlifted for the winter, or

another campaign, with the indulgence of a furlough to viht

their friends, which may be regulated fo as not to endanger

die fervice. How far it may be proper to form the new

army entirely out of the old, for another campaign, rather

than from the contingents of the feveral provinces, is a quef-

tion w^hich involves in it too many coniiderations of policy

and prudence, for me to undertake to decide. It appears to

be impoffible to draw it from any other fource than the old

army, for tins winter ; and, as the pay is ample, I hope a

fiufficient number will engage in the fervice for that cime at

ieaft. But there are various opinions of the temper of the

iueu
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men on the fubje6l ; and there may be great hazard in defer-*

ring the trial lb long. •

In the continental eftablifhment, no provifion has been

made for the pay of artificers, diftindl from that of the com-

mon foldiers ; whereas, under the provincial, fuch as found

their own tools, were allowed one flillling per diem advance,

and particular artifans, more. The pay of the artillery alfo

now differs from that of the province ; the men have lefs,

the officers more ; and, for fome ranks, no provifion is made,

as the Congrefs will pleafe to obferve by the lift which I

have the honor to inclofe (N° i). Thefe particulars, though

feemingly inconfiderable, are the fource of much complaint

and dilTatisfadlion, which I endeavor to compofe in the beft

manner I am able.

By the returns of the rifle companies, and that bataUion,

they appear to exceed their eftablifhment very confiderably.

I doubt my authority to pay thefe extra men without the

dIre6lion of the Congrefs : but it would be deemed a great

hardfhip, wholly to refufe them, as they have been encouraged

to come.

The neceflities of the troops having required pay, I diredl"-

ed that thofe of the Maflachufetts ihould receive for one

month, upon their being muftered, and returning a proper

roll : but a claim was immediately made for pay by lunar

months ; and feveral regiments have declined taking up their

warrants on this account. As this pra6lice was entirely new
to me, though faid to be warranted by former ufage, here

the matter now waits the determination of the honorable

Congrefs. I find, in Connedlicut and Rhode-Ifland, this

point was fettled by calendar months: in MafTachufetts,

though mentioned in the Congrefs, it was left undetermined
;

which is alfo the cafe of New-Hampfhirc.

The Inclofure, N° 2, is a petition from the fubalterns, re-

fpe6ling their pay. Where there are only two of thefe in

a company, I have confidered one as an enfign, and ordered

him pay as fuch, as in the Connecticut forces. I muft beg

leave
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leave to recommend this petition to the favor of the Congrefs;

as I am of opinion the allowance is inadequate to their rank

and fervice, and is one great fource of that famiharity between

the officers and men, which is fo incompatible with fubordi-

iiation and difcipline. Many valuable officers of thofe ranks,

finding themfelves unable to fupport the charader and ap-

pearance of officers, (I am informed) will retire as foon as

the term of fervice is expired, if there is no alteration.

For the better regulation of duty, I found it neceffary to

fettle the rank of the officers, and to number the regiments

;

and, as I had not received the commands of the Congrefs on

the fubjedt, and the exigence of the fervice forbade any far-

ther delay, the general officers were confidered as having no

regiments,—an alteration, which, I underftand, is notpleafmg

to fome of them, but appeared to me and others to be proper,

when it was confidered, that, by this means, the whole army-

is put upon one footing, and all particular attachments dif-

folved.

Among many other confiderations which the approach of

winter will demand, that of clothing appears to be one of

the moft important. So far as regards the prefervatlon of the

army from cold, they may be deemed in a ftate of nakednefs.

Many of the men have been without blankets the whole

campaign: and thofe, which have been in ufe during the

fummer, are fo much worn as to be of little fervice. In

order to make a fuitable provifion in thefe articles, and at

the fame time to guard the public againll impofition and

expenfe, it feems neceflary to determine the mode of con-

tinuing the army : for, (liould thefe troops be clothed under

their prefent engagement, and, at the expiration of the term

of fervice, decline renewing it, a fet of unprovided men may

be fent to fupply their places.

I cannot fiippofe it to be unknown to the honorable Con-

grefs, that, in all armies, it is an eftablillied practice to make

an allowance to officers, of provifions and forage, propor-

tionate to their rank. As fuch an allowance formed no

part
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part of the continental eflabliihment, I have hitherto forbore

to iffue the orders for that purpofe : but, as it is a received

opinion of fuch members of the Congrefs as 1 have had an

opportunity of confu.ting, as v/eil as througnout the army,

tliat it muft be deemed a matter of cDurie and imphed in the

eftabhfhment of the army, I have directed the following pro-

portion of rations, being the fame allowed in th'e Am.erican

armies laftwar:-—major-general, fifteen ; brigadier-gene-

ral, twelve; colonel, fix? lieutenant-colonel, five; major,

four ; captain, three ; fubaltern, tvs'o ; ftafF, two.

If thefe ihould not be approved by the honorable Congrefs,

they Ayill pleafe to fignify their pleafure, as to the alterations

they would have rfiadc in the whole or in part.

I am now to inform the honor..ble Congrefs, that,- encou=

rao-cd by the repeated declarations of the Canadians and In-

dians, and urged by their requefts, I have detached colonel

Arnold with a thoufand men, to penetrate into Canada by

way of Kennebeck river, and, if poflible, to make himfclf maf-

ter of Quebec. By this manceuvre, I propofed either to divert

Carleton from St. John's, Which would leave a free paflage to'

general Schuyler ;—or, if this did not take efFeil, Quebec,'

in its prefent defencclefs flate, mull: fall into his hands aft

eafy prey. I made all poffible inquiry, as to the difiance,

the fafety of the route, and the danger of the feafon being too

far advanced ; but found nothing In either, to deter me from

proceeding, more cipeclally as it met with very general ap-

probation from all whom I confulted upon it. But, that

nothing might be omitted, to enable me to judge of its pro-

priety and probable confequences, I communicated it by ex-

prefs to general Schuyler, who approved of it in fuch terms,

that I refolved to put it in immediate execution. I'hey have now

left this place fcven days ; and, If favored with a good wind,

I hope foon to hear of their being fafe in Kennebeck river.

For the fatisfaaion of the Congrefs, I here inciofe a copy of

the propofed route (N° 3). I ^Ifo do myfelf the honor of

inclofing a man-.fcfto, which I caufed to be printed here, and

of
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of which colonel Arnold lias taken a fuitable number with

him. This is the inclofuie, N° 4, I have alfo forwarded

a copy of his inftructions (N" 5) j—from all which, I hope

the Congrefs will liave a clear view of the motives, plan, and

intended execution of this enterprife, and that I fhall be

fo happy as to meet with their approbation in it.

I was the more induced to make this detachment, as it is

my clear opinion, from a careful obfervation of the move-

ments of the enemy, corroborated by all the intelligence we
receive by deferters and others, (of the former of whom we
have fome every day) that the enemy have no intention to

come out, until they are reinforced. They have been wholly

employed for fome time pafl in procuring materials for bar-

racks, fuel, and making other preparations for winter. Thefe

circumliances, with the conftant additions to their works

which are apparently defenfive, have led to the above con-

clufion, and enabled me to fpare this body of men where I

hope they will be ufefully and fuccefsfully employed.

The ftate of inactivity, in which this army has lain for

fome timC) by no means correfponds with my wifhes, by

fome decifive ftroke to relieve my country from the heavy

expenfe its fubfifience mufb create. After frequently recon-

noitring the fituation of the enemy in the town of Bolton,

coUedling all pofTible intelligence, and digefting the whole, a

furprife did not appear to me wholly impradticable, though

hazardous. I communicated it to the general officers fome

days before I called them to a council, that they might be

prepared with their opinions. The refult I have the honor

of inclofing (N° 6). I cannot fay that I have wholly laid it

afide : but new events may occafion new meafures. Of
this I hope the honorable Congrefs can need no afTurance,

that there is not a man in America who more earneftly

wilhcs fuch a termination of the campaign, as to make the

army no longer neceflary.

The feafon advances fo faft, that I have given orders to

prepare barracks and other accommodations for the winter.

Vol. I. D The
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The great fcarcity of tow-cloth in this country, I ft-^ar, will

totally difappoint us in our expedlations of procuring hunt-

ing-fliirts. Governor Cooke infoi ins me, few or none are

to be had in PJiode-Ifland ; and governor Trumbull gives me

little encouragement to expe6l many from Connedticut.

I have filled up the office of quarter-mafter-general which

the Congrefs was pleafed to leave to me, by the appointment

of major Mifflin, which 1 hope and believe will be univer-

fally acceptable.

It gives me great pain to be obliged to folicit the attention

of the honorable Congrefs to the ftate of this army, in terms

"which imply the ilightefi: apprehenfion of being negle6led.

But my fituation is incxprcflibly diflreffing, to fee the winter

fall approaching upon a naked army ; the time of their fer-

vice within a few weeks of expiring ; and no provifion yet

made for fuch important events. Added to thefe, the mili-

tary cheft is totally exhaufted : the paymafter has not a fm-

gle dollar in hand : the commifiary-general affures' me he has

ftrained liis credit, for the fubfiftence of the army, to the ut-

moll:. Th'C quarter-mafter-general is precifely in the fame

fituation ; and tlte greater part of the troops are in a ftate

»ot far from mutir^y, upon the deu-udlion from their flated

allowance, I know not to whom I am to impute this fai-

lure : but I am of opinion, if the evil is not immediately

remedied, and more pundluality obferved in future, the army

muft abfolutely break up. I hoped I liad fo fully exprefied

myfelf on this fubjedl (both by letter, and to thofe members

of the Congrefs who honored the camp with a vifit), that no

difappoiiitment could poffibly happen : I therefore hourly

expedied advice from the paymafler that he had received

a frelh fupply, in addition to the hundred and feventy-

two tiioufand dollars delivered him in Auguft ; and

thought myfelf warranted to aiTure the public creditors tliat

iu a few days they fliould be fatisfied. But the delay has

brought matters to fuch a crifis, as admits of no farther un-

certain expedlation, I have therefore fent off this exprefs»

a with
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with orders to make all poflible dlfpalch. It is my moil

earneft requeft that he may be returned with all poflible ex-

pedition, unlels the honorable Congrefs have already for-

warded what is fo indifpenfably neceflar)'.

I have the honor to be^ &c. G. Wi

Sir, Camp at Cambridge, Sept'. 36, 1775;

THE reverend Mr. KirkJarid, the bearer of this, hav-

ing been introduced to the honorable Congrefs, can need na

particular recommendation from me. But as he now wifhe^

to have the affairs of his miflion and public employ put upon

fome fuitable footing, I cannot but intimate my fenfe of the

importance of his ftaiion, and the great advantages which

have and may refult to the United Colonies, from his fitua-

tion being made refpedtable*

All accounts agree that much of the favorable difpofitioni

ihewn by the Indians^ may be afcribed to his labor and in-

fluence. He has accompanied a chief of the Oneidas to this

camp, which I have endeavored to make agreeable to him^

both by civility and fome fmall prefents. Mr. Kirkland be-

ing alfo in fome neceffity for money to bear his travelling

charges and other expenfes, 1 have fujiplied him with thirtyi

tvi'o pounds lawful money.

1 cannot but congratulate the honorable Congrefs on tlie

happy temper of the Canadians and Indians, our accounts of

which are now fully confirmed by fome intercepted letters

from officers in Canada^ to general Gage and others in Bof-

ton, w-hich were found on board the velTel lately taken^

going into Bofton with a donation of cattle and other frefli

provifions for the miniflerial armyi

I have the honor to be, &c, Gk W.

D a Sw,
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Sir, Camp at Cambridge., Od. 5, 1775^

I WAS honored with your favor of the twenty-fixth

ultimo, late the night before laft ; and a meeting of the gene*

ral officers having been called upon a bufinefs which will make

a confiderable part of this letter, I took the opportunity of lav-

ing before them thofe parts of yours which refpedt the con-

tinuance and new-modelling of the army, the fuel, clothing,

and other preparations for the enfuing winter. They have

taken two or three days to confuler ; and, as foon as I am
pofiefled of their opinions, I {hall lofe no time in tranfmitting

the refult, not only on tlie above fubjedls, but the number of

troops neceffary to be kept up.

I have alfo direftcd the commiffary-general and the quar-

ter-mafter-general to prepare eflimates of the expenfe of

their departments for a cei tain given number of men, from

which a judgment may be made, when the numl-er of men

to be kept in pay is determined ;— all which I dial! do my-

felf the honor to lay before the Congrefs, as foon as they

are ready.

I have now a painful though a necefTary duty to perform,

rcfpedling Dr. Church, dire6tor-general of tlie hofpital.

About a week ago, Mr. fecretary Ward of Providence fent

up to me one Wainwood, an inliabitant of Ncwpoit, with a

letter diredled to major Cane in Bofton, in \_cca4lt^^ charac-

ters, which he faid had been left with Wainwood fome time

ago, by a woman who was kept by Dr. Church. She had

before preffed Wainwood to take her to captain Wallace,

Mr. Dudley the coUeftor, or George Rome ; which he de-

clined. She then gave him the letter, with a ilri6l charge

to deliver it to either of thofe gentlemen. He, fufpe6ling

fume improper correfpondence, kept the letter, and after

fume time opened it ; but, not. being able to read it, laid ft up,

wliere it remained until he received an obfcure letter from

the woman, exprefling an anxiety after the original letter.

He then communicated the whole matter to Mr. Ward, who
fent
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fent him up with the papers to mc. I immediately -fecured

tlic woman : but for a long time Ihe was proot agairift every

threat and periuahon to diicover the author. However, at

length fne was brought to a conreliion, and named Dr.

Church. I then immediately fecured him and all his papers.

Upon his firrt examination, he readily acknowledged the let-

ter, faid it was defigned for his brother Fleming, and, when

deciphered, would be found to contain nothing criminal.

He acknowledged his never having communicated the cor-

refpondence to any perfon here but the girl, and made many

proteftations of the purity of his intentions. Having found

a perfon capable of deciphering the letter, I in the mean

time had all his papers fearched, but found nothing criminal

among them : but it appeared on inquiry, that a confidant

had been among the papers before my melTenger arrived.

I then called the general officers together for their advice,

the refuk of which you will find in the inclofure, N"* i.

The deciphered letter is the inclofure, N*" 2. The army and

country arc exceedingly irritated : and upon a free difcuffion

of the nature, circumrtances, and confequence of this matter,

it has been unanimoufly agreed to lay it before the honorable

Congrefs for their fpecial advice and diredion ; at the fame

rime fufro-eftine to their confideration, whether an alteration
too o

of the twentv-tighth article of war may not be neceflary.

As I fliall leferve all farther remarks upon the flate of the

arm.y till my next, I fliall now beg leave to requefl the de-

termination of Congrefs, as to the property and difpofal of

fuch vefiels and cargoes as are defigned for the fupply of the

enemy, and may fall into our hands. There has been an event

of this kind at Portfmouth (as by the inclofure, N° 3), ii>

which I have direded the cargo to be brought hither for the

ufe of the army, referving the fettlement of any claims of

capture to the decifion of Congrefs.

As there are manv unfortunate individuals whofe property

has been confifcated by the enemy, I would humbly fuggeft

to the confideration of Congrefs the humanity of applying,

D 3 in
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in part or in the whole, fuch captures to the relief of thofe

fuiFerers, after compenfating any expenfe of the captors, and

for their activity and fpirit, I am the more induced to re-

quefl; this determination may he fpeedy, as 1 have diredled

three veflels to be equipped in order to cut ofF the fupplies ;

^ndjfrom the number of veflels hourly arriving, it maybecome

an objeft of fome importance. In the difpofal of thefe capr

tures, for the encouragem.ent of the officers and men, 1 liave

allowed them one-third of the cargoes, except military (lores,

which, with the veflels, are to be referved for the public ufe.

I hope my plan, as well as the execution, will be favored

with the approbation of Congrefs.

One Mr. Fifk, an intelligent perfon, came out of Boflon on

the third inftant, and gives us the following advices :—that a

fleet, confiding of a fixtyrfour, and twenty-gun fliip, two

floops of eighteen guns, and two tranfports with fix hundred

men, were to {^i\ from Bofton as yeflerday ; that they took

on board two mortars, four howitzers, and other artillery

calculated for the bombardment of a town ;—their defli-

nation was kept a profound fecret :—that an exprefs floop

pf war, which left England the eighth Augufi, arrived four

days ago ;—-that general Gage is recalled, and lafl: funday rc-

iigned his command to general Howe ;
— that lord Percy,

colonel Smith, an^d other officers who were at Lexington,

are ordered home with Gage ;
—-that fix flijps of the line

and two cutters were coming out under fir Peter Dennis ;—

>

that hve regiments and a thoufand marines are ordered

out, and may be expelled in three or four weeks :—no pro-

fpefl of accommodation ; but the miviiftry determined tq

pufh the war to the utmoft,

I have an exprefs from coloiiel Arnold, aqd herewith fend

a copy of his letter and an inclofure, N^4 and 5.—I am happy

in finding he meets with no difcoufagement. — The claim of

the rifle officers, tp be independent of all the fuperior officer^

except colonel Arnold, is without any countenance o^ author

TJty from me, as I have fignificd in my lafl difpatch both to

colonel
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colonel Arnold and captain Morgan.—The captain of the. brig

from Quebec for Bofton informs me that there is no fulpi-

cion of any fucli expedition ; and that, if Carleton is not drove

from St. John's, fo as to be obliged to throw himfelf into

Quebec, it mufl fall into our hands, as it is left without a re-

gular foldier, and many of the inhabitants are moft favorably

difpofed to the American caufe ;—and that there is the largeft

ftock of ammunition ever colle^led in America.

In the above veflci fome letters were alfo found, from an

officer at Quebf c, to general Gage and major Sheriff at Bof-

ton, containing fuch an account of the temper of the Cana-

dians, as cannot but afford the hlghefl fatisfadlion. I.have

thought it beft to forward them : they are the inclcfures,

N'' 6 and 7.

I am, with the greateil rcfped, Sec. G. W.

Sir, Camp at Cambridge, Ofi, 12, 1775.

I AM honored Vvith your feveral favors of the twen-

tv-fixth and thirtieth September, and htth October, the con-

tents of which I fliall beg leave to notice in their refpedtive

order.

Previous to the direction of Congrefs to confult the gene-

ral officers on the beft mode of continuing and providing for

the army during the winter, I had defired them to turn their

thoughts uponthcfc fubjc6ls, and to favor me with the refult,

by a particular day, in writing. In this interval, the ap-

pointment of Dr. Frankhn, Mr. Lynch, and colonel Harri-

fon, was communicated,—an event, which has given me the

highell; fatisfadtion, as the fubje<Sl was too weighty and com-

plex for a dlfcuffion by letter. This appointment made any

conclufion here unneceffary, as it is not probable any fuch

arrangement would be agreed on, as would not be altered in

fome refpecls, upon a full and free conference. This good

cScdt will ariic froin the ftep already taken, that every officer

D 4 wiU
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will be prepared to give his fentiments upon thefe important

fubje6ls.

The cdimates of the commllTary and quaiter-mafter-ge-

neral I have now^ tlie honor of inclofmg. The firft is N° i,

—

the other, N° 2.

With refpedl to the redu6lion of the pay of the men,

which may enter into the confideration of their fupport, it is

the unanimouf opinion of the general officers, that it cannot

be touched with fafety at prefent. * * *

Upon the prefumption of tiiere being a vacancy in the di-

re£tion of the hofpital, lieutenant-colonel Hand, formerly

a furgeon in the eighteenth regiment, or royal Irifli, and Dr.

Fofter, late of Charleftown, and one of the furgeons of ihe

hofpital under Dr. Church, are candidates for that office. I

do not pretend to be acquainted with their refpe£live merits,

and therefore have given them no farther expedation, than

that they iliould be mentioned as candidates for tiie depart-

ment. I therefore need only to add upon this fubjedl, that the

affairs of the hofpital require that the appointment fhould

be made as foon as poffible.

Before I was honored with your favor of the fifth inftant, I

had given orders for the equipment of fome armed veffels, to

intercept the enemy's fupplics of provifions and ammunition.

One of them was on a cruifc between Cape Anne and Cape

Cod, when the exprefs arrived. The others will be fit for

the fea in a few days, under the com.mand of officers of the

continental armv, who are well recommended, as perfons ac-

quainted with the fea, and capable of fuch a fervicc. I'wo

of thefe will be immediately difpatched on this duty , and

every particular, mentioned in your favor ot the httli inftant,

literally complied with.

That the honorable Congrefs may have a more complete

idea of the plan on which thefe veffels are equipped, I iu-

clofe a copy of the inftruftions given to the captains now

out (N° 4). Thefe, with the additional inftrudioa dire6led,

8 will
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•will be given to the captains who go into the mouth of

St. Laurence's river. As both ofHcers and men moft cheer-

fully engage in the fervice on the terms mentioned in theie

inftrudlions, I fear that the propoled increafe will create

iome difficulty, by making a difference between men engae-

eu on fimilar fervice. I have therefore not yet communi-

cated this part of the plan, but refcrved an extra bounty as a

reward for extraordinary a6livity. There are no armed

veflels in this province ; and governor Cooke informs mc
the eaterpriie can receive no afiiftance from him, as one of

the armed veiTels of Rhode-Ill and is on a long cruife, and

the other unfit for the fervice. Nothing fliall he omitted, to

fecure fuccefs. A fortunate capturt of an ordnance rtiip

would give new life to the camp, and an immediate turn to

the ifTue of this campaign.

Our laft accounts from colonel Arnold are very favorable;

he was proceeding with all expedition ; and 1 flatter niyfelf

(making all allowances) he will be at Quebec the twentieth

inftant, where a gentleman from Canada (Mr. * * *) af-

fures me he will meet with no refinance.

In the quarter-mailer's eftimate, there arc fome articles

omitted, of which he informs me he cannot pretend to fur-

nifh a computation,—fuch as cartage, tools, &c, I'or which

fome general allowance mull; be made.

From the various accounts received from Europe, there

may be reafon to expecl troops will be landed at New-
York, or fome other middle colony. I Ihould be glad to

know the pleafure of the Congrefs, whether, upon inch an

event, it would be expedled that a part of this army fhoukl

be detached, or the internal force of fuch colony and its

neighborhood be deemed fuffitient ; or whether, in fuch

cafe, I am to wait the particuln.r dire61ion of Congrefs.

The fleet, mentioned in my laft, has been feen llandino-

N. N. E ; fo that we apprehend it is intended for fome

part of this province, or New-HampOiire, or pofiibly Qiic-

t>ec.

The
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The lateft and beft accounts we have from the enemy,

are, that they are engaged in tlieir new work acrofs the

fouth end of Bofton, preparing their barracks, Sec, for wiji-

ter :—that it is propofed to keep from five hundred to a

thoufand men on Bunker's hill all winter, who are to be re-

lieved once a week ; —the refi: to he drawn into Bofton.

A perfou who has lately been a fervant to major Conolly

• (a tool of lord Dunmore's) has given an account of a fcheme

to diftrcfs the fouthcrn provinces, which appeared to me of

fufficient confequence to be immediately tranfinitted. I have

therefore got it atteilcd, and do mvfelf the honor of inclofing

it, N° 5/
Tlie new levies from Conne<5l5rur have lately marched in-

to camp, and are a body of as good troops as any we have:

fo that we have now the fame flrength, as before the detach-

ment made under colonel Arnold.

I am, with the moft refpe6lful fentiments to the honorable

Congrefs, and yourfelf, fir, your nioft obedient, &:c, G. W.

Sir, Camp at Camhiiclge, OHoh. 24, 1775.

MY coniefture of the deftinatjon of the late fqu;i-

dron from Bofton, in my laft, has been unhappily verified by

an outrage, exceeding, in barbarity and cruelty, every hof=.

tile a£l praflifed among civilifed nations, I have Inclofcd

the account given me by Mr. Jones, a gentleman of the

town of Falmouth, of the defi:ru(9;ion of that increafing and

ilourifhing village. He is a very great fufferer, and infonns

pie that the time allowed for the removal of effccls was fo

fmall, that valuable property of all kinds, and to a great

amount, has been deftroyed. The orders (hewn by the cap-

tain for this horrid procedure (by which it appears the fame

defolatjon is meditated upon all the towns on the coafl)

made it my duty to communicate it as quickly and extcn-

fively as poffible. As Portfmouth was the next place to

which he propofed to go, general Sullivan was permitted to



OFFICIAL LETTERS. 43

go up, and give thejn ! Is affiflance and advice to ward 0$'

the blow. I flatter niyfelf the like event will not happea

there, as they have a fortification of fome ftrength, and a

veffel has arrived at a place called Sheepfcot, with fifteen

hundred pounds of powder.

The gentlemen of the Congrefs have nearly finlfhed their

bufinefs ; but as they write by this opportunity, I mull beg

leave to refer you to their letter, for what concerns their

commiflionp

We have had no occurrence of any confequence in the

camp fmce I had the honor of addreffing you laft ; but ex-

pe6l every hour to hear that Newport has Ihared the fate

of unhappy Falmouth.

I have the honor to be, Sec. G. W,

Sir, Camp at Cambridge, OHoh. 30, 1775.

THE information, which the gentlemen whp have

lately gone from hence can give the Congrefs, of the ftate

and fituation of the army, would have made a letter un-

peceffary, if I did not fuppofe there would be fome anxiety

to know the intentions of the army on the fubje^l of the re^.

enliftment.

Agreeable to the advice of thofe gentlemen, and my owq.

opinion, I immediately began by direding all fuch officers

as propofed to continue, to fignify their intentions as foon as

pofiible. A great number of the returns are come in, from

which T find that a very great proportion of the officers

of the rank of captains, and under, will retire;— from pre-

fent appearances, I may fay, half,—but at leaft, one-third.

It is with fome concern alfo that I obferve, that many of the

officers who retire, difcourage the continuance of the men,

and, I fear, will communicate the infe6lion to them. Some

have advifed that thofe officers who decline the fervica

(hould be immediately difmiffed : but this would be very

dangerous and inconvenient. I confefs I have great anxieties

up01^
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upon the fubjecl, though I ftill hope the pay and terms arc

fo advantageous, that intereft, and, I hope alfo, a regard to

their country, will retain a greater proportion of the privates

than their officers, in fo. important a matter, I fhall efteem

it my indifpenfable duty, not only to adl with all poilibie

prudence, but to give the mofl; early and conflant advice of

jny progrefs.

A fupply of clothing, equal to our neceflities, would

greatly contribute to the encouragement and fatisfacVion of

the men. In every point of view, it is lo important, that i

beg leave to call the attention of the Congrefs to it in a par-

ticular manner.

A fergeant has jufl come in from Banker's hill, but brings

no important news.

J. have the honor to be, Sec. G, W,

. Sir, Camhr'idgc, Nov. 2, 1775*

I COULD not fufFer Mr. Randolph to quit this

camp without bearing fome teftimony of my duty to the

Congrefs ; although his fudden departure (occafioned by the

death of his worthy relative, whoie lofs, as a good citizen

and valuable meniber of fociety, is much to be regretted)

docs not allow me time to be particular.

'The inclofed return Ihews, at one view, what reliance we

have upon the officers of this army, and how deficient we

are like to be in fubaltcrn officers. A few days more

will enable mc to Inform the Congrefs what they have to ex-

pert from the foldiery, as I ihall liTue recruiting orders for

this purpofe, fo loon as the officers are appointed,—which

vvii! be done this day,—having {e\M for the general officers, to

coiifalt them in the choice.

I muft he^ leave to recall the attention of the Congrefs to

the appointment of a brigadier-genera},—an officer as nccel-

fary to a brigade, as a colonel is to a regiment, and will be

exccedinglv wanicd. In the new arrangement,

I'hc
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The proclamations and alToclation, herewith inciofed,

came to my hands on inonday lafl. I thought it my duty to

fend them to you. Nothing ofmoment lias happened ilnce

my la ft.

With refpe£tful compliments to the members of Cougrefs,

I have the honor to be, Sec. G. W.

Sir, Cambridge, Kov. 8, 1775.

THE immediate occafion of my giving the Congrefs

the trouble of a letter at this time is to inform them, that, in

confequenceot their order fignified in your letter of the twen-

tieth ultimo, I laid mvfelf under a folemn tie of fecrecy to

captain M'Phcrfon, and proceeded to examine his plan for the

deftrui9:ion of tlie fleet in the harbor of Bofton, with all that

care and attention which the importance of it deferved, and

my judgment could lead to. But not being happy enough

to coincide in opinion with that gentleman, and finding that

his fcheme would involve greater expenfe, than (under my
doubts of its fuccefs) I thought myfelf juftilied in giving in-

to, 1 prevailed upon him to communicate his plan to three

gentlemen of the artillery in this army, well acquainted in the

knowledge and pratlice of gunnery. By them he has been

convinced, that, inafmuch as he fet out upon wrong princi-

ples, the fcheme would prove abortive. Unwilling however

to relinquifh his favorite projedl of reducing the naval force

of Great Britain, he is very defirous of building a number of

row gallies for this purpofe. But as the Congrefs alone are

competent to the adoption of this meafure, T have advifcd him

(although he offered to go on with the building of them at

his own expenfe, till the Congrefs fhould decide) to repair

immediately to Philadelphia with his propofals ; where, if

they fliould be agreed to, or veffels of fuperior force, agree-

able to the wilhes of moft others, lliould be refclved on, he

may fct inftantlv about them, with all the materials upou

the
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the fpot :—here, they are to collcdl.—To him therefore I

refer for further information on this head.

A veirei, faid to be from Philadelphia and bound to Bof-

ton, with a hundred and twenty pipes of wine (a hundred

and ei*^hteen of which are lecured) branded at a place call-

ed Eaftham, in a gale of wind on the fecond inflant :—

another, from Bofton to Halifax, with dry goods, &c,

(amounting, per invoice, to about two hundred and forty

pounds lawful) got difabled in the fame gale, near Beverly.

Tbefe cargoes, with the papers, I have ordered to this place,

—the veifels to be taken care of till further orders. 1 have

alfo an account of the taking of a wood-floop bound to Bof-

ton, and carried into Portfmouth by one of our armed vef-

fels ,—particulars not yet come to hand;—and this inflant,

of two others, from Nova Scotia to Boflon, with hay, wood,

live ftock, &c, by another of our armed fchooners.—Thefe

are in Plymouth.

Thefe accidents ana captures point out the neceflity of

eftablilhing proper courts without lofs of time, for the de-

ciilon of property, and the legality of feizures ; otherwife I

luav be involved in inextricable difficulties.

Our prifoners, by the redudion of Fort Chamblee (on

which happy event I moft fmcerely congratulate the Con-

grefs), being confiderably augmented, and likely to be in-

crealcd, I iubmit it to the wifdom of Congrefs, v/hether fome

convenient inland towns, remote from the poft-roads, ought

not to be aiTigned them ; the manner of their treatment, fub-

fiflence, &c, defined ; and a commiffary or agent appointed,

to fee that juflice is done both to them and the public, pro*

per accounts rendered, Sec. Without a mode of this fore is

adopted, I fear there will be fad confufion hereafter, as there

are great complaints at prefent.

I lecl'.oned without my hoft, when I informed the Congrefs

in my laft, that I {hould in a day or two be able to acquaint

them of the dilpofition of the foldiery towards a new enlift-

ment*
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ment. I have been in confukatlon with the generals of this

imy ever lince thurfday Uift, endeavoring to eftablid-i new

corps of officers ; but iind fo many doubts and diflBcultics

to reconcile, that I cannot fay when they are to end, or what

may be the confequences ; as there appears to be fuch an

unwillino;nefs in the ovncers of one government mixing in the

fame regiment with thofe of another ; and, without it, many

muft be difmilTed who are willing to ferve, notwithftanding

we arc deficient on the whole.

The council of officers are unanimoufly of opinion that

the command of the artillery (hould no longer continue

in colonel '* * *
; and knowing of no perfon better

qualified to fupply his place, or whofe appointment will give

more general fiitisfadlion, have taken the liberty of recom-

mending Henrv Knox, efquire, to the confideration of Con-

grefs, thinking it indifpenfably neceffiiry at the fame rime

that this regiment Should conhft of tv/o lieutenant-colonels,

two majors, and twelve companies, agreeable to the plan

and efiimate handed in ; which differing from the laft efta-

blifhmcnt, I (hould be glad to be inftruiffed on.

The commiifarv-gcneral not being returned, will apolo-

gife, 1 hoj)e, for mv filcuce refpeoting a requifition of the ex-

penfc ©f his clerks, &:c, which I was to have obtained toge-

ther with others, and forwarded.

I have heard nothing of colonel Arnold fince the thirteenth

ultimo. His letter of, and journal to, that date, will convey

all the information I am able to give of him. I think he

muft be in Quebec. If any mifchance had happened to him,

he would, as directed, have forwarded an exprefs.-^No ac-

count yet of the armed veffisls lent to St. Laurence.—I think

they W'ill meet the ftores inward or outward bound.

Captain Symous, in the Cerberus lately feni from Bollon

to Falmouth, hath puhlifhed the inclofed declaration at that;

place ; and it is fui'peif^ed he intends to make fome kind of

a lodgement there. I wrote immediately to colonel Finnic

of tliis army, who went up there upon the UiX alarm, tu

fpirit
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fpirirup tlie people and oppofe it at all events.—Falmouth is

about a hundred and thirty miles from thii camp.

I have the h(inor to be, &<;. G. W,
P. S. I lend a general retLirn of the troops, and manifefts

of the cargoes and vefTels taken at Plymouth.

Sir, Cambridge, Ncj. II, 1775*

* * * inclofed, you have a copy of an adl:, pafTed

this feffion, by trie honorable council and houfe ot leprefen-

tatives of this province. It rcfpedis fuch captures as may be

made by veffels fitted out by the province^ or by individuals

thereof. As the armed vefiels, fitted out at the continental

cxpenfc, do not come under this law, I would have it fub--

milted to the confideration of Congrefs, to point out a more

fummary way ot proceeding, to determine the property and

mode of condemnation ot fuch prizes as have been or here-

after may be made, than is fpecified in this a<5l.

Should not a court be eilablifhed by authority of Con-

E;rers, to take cognifance of prizes made by the continental

veireLs i* Wliatever the mode is which they are pleafed to

adopt, there is an abfolute necefTity of its being ipeediiy de-

termined on : for I cannot fpare time fro.m military affairs,

to give proper attention to thefe matters.

The inhabitants of Plymouth have taken a iloop, laden

with provilions, &c, from Halifax, bound to Eofton ; and

the inhabitants of Beverly have, under cover of one of the

armed fchooners, taken a vcilel from Ireland, laden with

htt(, pork, butter, Sec, for the fame place. The latter brings

papers and letters of a very inrerefting nature, which are in

tlie hands of the honorable council, who informed me they

will tranfmit them to you by this conveyance. To the con-

tents of thefe papers and letters I mull beg leave to refer vou

and the honorable. Congrefs, who will now fee the abfolute

iicceiruy there is, of exerting all their wildom, to wifhfland

the inighty Qiiuiti ui our ca^niics.

The
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The trouble I have in the arrangement of the army is really

inconceivable. Many of the officers fent in their names to

ferve, in expe£tation of promotion : others flood aloof * * *
;

whilft a number who had declined have again fent in their

names, to ferve. So great has the confufion, arifmg from

tliefe and many other perplexing circumftances, been, that I

found it abfolurely impoffible to fix this very interelT.lng bu-

linefs exaiSlly on the plan refolved on in the conference,

though I have kept up to the fpirit, as near as the nature and

neceffity of the cafe would admit of : the difficulty with

the foldiers is as great,—indeed more fo, if poflible, than

with the officers. They will not enlift, until they know

their colonel, lieutenant-colonel, major, captain, &c ; fo that

it was necefiary to fix the officers the firll thing ; which is,

at lafl, in feme manner done ; and I have given out enlifting

orders.

You, fir, can much eafier judge, than I can exprefs, the

anxiety of mind I muft labor under on the occafion, efpe-

cially at this time, when we may expecSl the enemy will be-

gin to a(5l on the arrival of their reinforcement, part of

which is already come, and the remainder daily dropping in.

I have other diftrefles of a very alarming nature. The

arms of our foldiery are fo exceeding bad, that I affuie you,

fir, I cannot place a proper confidence in them. Our pow-

der Is wafling faft, notwithftanding the ftrideft care, econo-

my, and attention, is paid to it. The long feries of wet wea-

ther we have had, renders the greater part of what has been

ferved out to the men, of no ufe. Yefierday I had a proof

of it, as a party of the enemy, about four or five hundred,

taking the advantage of a high tide, landed at Leechmore's

point : we were alarmed, and of courfe ordered every man

to examine his cartouch-box ; when the melancholy truth

appeared ; and we were obliged to furnifh the greater part

of them with frefli ammunition.

The damage done at the point was the taking of a man'

who w-atched a few hprfes and cows : ten of the latter they

Vo^. I. E carried



50 GENERAL WASHINGTON'S
carried off". Colonel Thompfon marched down with his re-

giment of riflemen, and was joined by colonel Woodbridge,

wifh a part of his and a part of Patterfon's regiment, who
galiandy waded through the water, and foon obliged the

enemy to embark under cover of a man-of-war, a floating

battery, and the fire of a battery on Charleftown neck. We
have two of our men dangeroufly wounded by grape-fhot

from the man-of-war ; and, by a flag fent out this day, we
are informed the enemy loft two of their men.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W.

Sir, Camhridgey Nov. 19, 1775.

I Received your favors of the fcventh and tenth In-

ilant, with the refolves of the honorable Congrefs, to which

T will pay all due attention.—As foon as two capable per-

fons can be found, I will difpatch them to Nova-Scotia, on

the fervice refolved on in Congrefs,

The rcfolve to raife two batallions of marines will (if

practicable in this army) entirely derange what has been

done. It is therein mentioned, " one colonel for the two ba-

tallions :"—of courfe, a colonel muft be difmifled. One of

the many difficulties, which attended the new arrangement,

was In reconciling the different interefts, and judging of the

merits of the different colonels.—-In the difmifiion of this

one, the fame difficulties will occur.—The officers and men
mufl: be acquainted with maritime affairs ; to comply with

which, they niuft be picked out of the whole army,—one

from this corps, one from another,—fo as to break through

the whole fyflem, which has coft us fo much time, anxiety

and pains, to bring into any tolerable form. Notwithftand-

ing any difficulties which will ariie, you may be alfured,

fn-, that I will ufe every endeavor to comply with their re-

folve.

I beg leave to fubmit It to the confideration of Congrefs
(it thele two batallioiis can be formed out of thii, army) whe-

ther
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tWr this is a time to weaken our lines, b' employing any of

the forces appoin':cd to defend theiii, on any other fervice.

The gentlemen who were here from trie Congrefs know

their vaft exter. : ihey muft ku'vv tint we inall have occa-

fion for our v.hole force lor tii .t purpofe ; more fo now

than at an\ pafl time, as we may exped the enemy will

take Ihe atKaritage of the firlt hard weather, and attempt to

make an imprefiion fomewhere. That this is their inten-

tion, we have .nany reafons to fufpe6li

We have had, in 'he lad week, fix deferters, and took

two ftraggllng prik ners. They all agree that tv>'o compa-

nies, with a train of artillery ai^d one cf" the regiments from

Ireland, were arrived at Bofton ;—that frefli ammunition

and flints have been ferved out ;—that the grenadiers and

light infantry had orders to hold themfelves in readinefs at a

moment's warning

~

As there is every appearance that this conteft will not

be foon decided, and of courfe that there muft be an aug-

mentation of the continental army, would it not he eligible

to raife two batallions of marines in New-York and Phila-

delphia, where there muft be numbers of failors now un-em-

ployed ?—This however is matter of opinion. Which I men-

tion with all due deference to the fuperior judgment of t)i&

Congrefsi

Incloied, you have copies of two letters,—one from colo^

nel Arnold,-—the other from colonel * * *. I can form n&

judgment on the latter's condudli until I fee him. Notwich-

(landing the great dcfedion^ 1 do not defpair of eolonel Ar-

nold's fuccefs. He will have, in all probability, many more

difficulties to encounter, than if he had been a fortnight

fooner ; as it is likely that governor Oarletdn will, with what

forces he can coUedl after the furrender of the reft of Cana-

da, throw himfelf into Qiiebec, and there make his laft ef-

fort. There h no lare r.ccount from eapiains Broughrgn-

and Sillaian, fent to the river St. Laurence. The other

cruifers have been chiefly confined to harbor^ hf the bad-

E a Kef*
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nefs of the weather. The fame reafoii has caufed great de-

lay in building of our barracks ; wliich, with a moft mortify-

ino- fcarcitv of fire-wood, difcourages the men from enhfting.

The laft, I am afraid, is an infuperable obftacle. I have ap-

plied to the honorable houfe of reprefentatives of this pro-

vince, who were pkafed to appoiat a committee to negotiate

this bufmefs : and notwitliftanding all the pains they have

and are taking, they find it impoffible to fupply our neceffi-

ties. The want of a fufficient aumber of teams I underftand

to be the chief impediment.

I got returns this day from eleven colonels, of the num-

bers enlifted in their regiments. The whole amount is

nine hundred and fixty-fix men. There mufi: be fome other

jRimuTus befides love for their country, to make men fond

of the fervice. It would be a great encouragement, and no-

additional expenfe to the continent, were they to receive pay

for the months of Odober and November ; alfo a month^s

pay advance. The prefent ftate of the military cheft will

not admit of this. The fooner it is enabled to do fo, the

better.

The commiffary-gerreral is daily expelled" in camp. T can-

not fend you the cflimate of the clerks in his department^

until he arrives.

' I fincerely congratulate you upon the fuccefs ofyour arms,

in the furrender of St. John's, which I hope is a happy pre-

face of the reduction of the reft of Canada.

I have the honor to be. Sec. G. W.

Sir, Camhrldge., Novem. 28, 1775-

I. HAD the honor of writing to you on the nineteenth

inftant. I have now to inform you that Henry Knox, ef-

quire, is gone ta New-York, with orders to forward to this

place what, cannon and ordnance ftores can be there pro-

cured. From thence he will proceed to general Schuyler

on the fame bufinefs, as you will fee by the inclofed copy

of in{lru£tions which I have given him. It would give me
mucji
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timch fatlsfadlion, that this gentleman, or any other whom

you may think qualiiied, was appointed to the command of

the artillery regiment. In my letter to you, of the eighth

inftant, I have expreffed myfelf fully on this fubjecl, which

I beg leave to recommend to your immediate attention ; as

the formation of that corps will be at a ftand, until I am ho-

nored with your inftruftions thereon. * * * *

There aretwoperfons engaged to go to Nova-Scotia, on the

bufinefs recommended in your laft. By the beft information

we have from thence, the ftores, &c, have been withdrawn

fome time. Should this not be the cafe, it is next to an im-

poflibility to attempt any thing there, in the prcfent unfettlecj

and precarious flate of the army. * * *

From what I can colled by my inquiries amongft the of-

ficers, it will be impofllbic to get the men to enlift for the

continuance of the war ; which will be an infuperabie ob-

llruclion to the formation of the two batallions of marines

on the plan refolved on in Congrefs. As it can make no

difference, I propofe to proceed on the new arrangement of

the army, and, when completed, inquire out iuch officers

and men as are befl: qualified for that fervice, and endeavor

to form thefe two batallions out of the whole. This appears

to mc the bell method, and will, I hope, meet the approba-

tion of Congrefs.

As it will be very difficult for the men to work when the

hard froft fets in, I have thought it necelTary (though of lit-

tle ufe at prefent) to take pofTefTion of Coblc-hill, for the be-

nefit of any future operations. It was effedeJ, without the

leaft oppollfion from the enemy, the twenty-third inflant.

Their inadivity on this occafion is what I cannot account

for :—it is probable they are meditating a blow fomewhere.

Abont three hundred men, women, and chiidien, of the

poor inhabitants of Boflon, ^ame out to Point-Shirley laft

friday. They have brought their houfehold furniturt, but are

unprovided of every other necelTary of life. I have recom-

E 3 mended
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mended theii; i. C>e attention of the committee of the honor-

able council of this province, now fitting at Walertown.

The number enlifted fmce my lad are two thonfpnrl four

hundred and fifty men- * * * * Our fituation lo truly

alarming • and of this general Howe is well appriled, it be-

ing the common topic of converfation when the people left

Bofton laft friday.—No doubt, when he is reinforced, he

will av:il hiiiifelf of the information.

I am making the beu diipofition I cm for orr defence,

having thrown up, befides the work on Coble-hill, feveral

redoubts, half-moons, &c, along the bay : and I fear I /Iiall

be under the necefTity of calling in the militia and minute-

men of the country to my afiiftance : I fay, I fear it,—be,-

caufe, by what I can learn from the officers in the army, be-

longing to this colo:iy, it will be next to tn impoffibility to.

keep them under any degree of di^ ipiine, and that it will be

very difficult to prevail on them to rem: in a moment longer

than they chufe then.felves. It is :< morti^'ying re^::xion, to

be rec'uced to this dilemma. There has been nrokig want-

ing on my part, to infufe a proper fpirit amongft the officers,

that they may exert tbeir indu^nce with the foldiery. You
fee, by a fortnight*s recn-icir: amongft men with arms in

their l.;:-.Js, how httle has br ,ii the facccfs.

As the fmall-pox i? nov/ in Bofton, I have ufed the pre-

caution of prohibitli.g fuel: as lately €:-;ne out, from coming

near our camp.—G^nf il Burgoyv, 1 am informed, will

foon entibark fo- '^,n£:l^l..l.—.1 think the- lifk too great to write

you by poft, wi ".Ifl ir ;,ontiaues to pafs through New-York.

It is certaiii chat a poft has been intercepted the beginning

of lad rocatii, as they fent out feveral letters from Bodon,

with the poft-mark of Baltimore on them. This goes by

capcain Jufepli Blev/er, who prornifes to deliver it carefully

unto you.

You, cloubtlefs, will have heard, before this reaches, of

general Montgomery's haying got pofleffion of Montreal. I

Qongratulat;?
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congratulate you thereon. He has troubles with his troops,

as well as I have.—All I can learn of colonel Arnold, is, that

he is near Quebec. I hope Montgomery will be able to

proceed to his afliftance. I ihall be very uneafy until I hear

they are joined.

My beft refpecls attend the gentlemen in Congrefs : and

believe me, fir, your mofl: obedient, 8cc. G. W.

Sir, Cambiidge, Kovem. 30, 1775.

I HAD the honor to write to you, the twenty-eighth

inftant, by captuin Jofeph Blcwer. Laft evening I received

the agreeable account of the fchooner Lee, commanded by

captain Manly, having taken and carried into Cape-Anne a

large brigantine, bound from London to Bofton, laden with

military flores, the inventory of which I have the pleafure to

inclofe you. Cape-Anne is a very open harbor, and accefli-

ble to large fhips ; which made me immediately fend off^co-

lonel Glover and Mr. Palfrey, with orders to raife the mi-

nute-men and militia of that part of the country, to have the

cargo landed without lofs of time, and guarded up to this

camp. This, I hope, they will be able to effed, before it is

known to the enemy, what port fhe is carried into. I fin-

cerely congratulate you on this very great acquifition ; and

am, fir, your mofl: humble, &c. G. W.
Manly has alfo taken a floop in the minifterial fervlce ; and

captain Adams, in the fchooner Warren, has talcen a fclioon-

er laden with potatoes and turnips, bound to Bofton, and
carried her into Portfmouth.

SlR> Camhr'idgey Dec. 4, 1 775.

I HAD the honor of writing to you the thirtieth ulti-

mo, inclofing an inventory of the mihtary ftores taken on
board the brig Nancy by captain Manly of the armed

fchooner Lee. I have now to inform you that be has fince

E 4
-

fent
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fent into Beverly a fhip named the Concord, James I^owrle

mafter, from Greenock in Scotland, bound to Bofton. She

has on board dry goods and coals, to the value of three thou-

fand fix hundred and fix pounds, nine {hillings and feven-

pence fterling, (hipped by Crawford, Anderfon, and Co. and

configned to James Anderfon, merchant in Boflon. It is

mentioned in the letters found on board, that this cargo was

for the ufe of the army : but, on a ftritSt examination, I find it

is really the property of the fhippers and the perfon to whom
configned.—Pray what is to be done with this /hip and

cargo ? and what with the brigantine which brought the mili-

tary flores ?-T--It was agreed, in the conference laft 061ober,

<* that all vcffels emphyed merely as trafifports, and umrmed,

%uith their crews^ befet at liberty, upon giving fecurity to return

to Europe ; but that this indulgence be not extended longer than

till the firji of April next.'' In the Hiippers' letter, they

mention : " you muft procure a certificate from the general

and admiral, of the Concord's being in the government fer-

vice, fuch as the Glafgow packet brought with her, which

was of great fervice, procured a hberty to arm her, which

was refufed us ; alfo gave her a preference for fome recruit?

that went out in her." In another part of the letter, they

fay :
'- Captain Lowrie will deliver you the contrail for the

coals : we gave it to him, as it perhaps might be of ufe, as

a certificate of his fhip being employed in the government

fervice." Every letter on board breathes nothing but cut

mity to this country : and a vaft number of them there are.

It is fome time fince I recommended to the Congrefs that

they would infiitute a court for the trial of prizejs made by

the continental armed vefTels ; whicli I hope they have ere

now taken into their confideration : otherwife I fhould agaixi

fake the liberty of urging it in the moft prefTmg manner.

The condudt of a great number of the Conncfiicut troops

|ias laid me under the neceffity of caUing in a body of the

pilitia much fooner than I apprehended there would be af^

ppc^fion for fuch a ftep, I >Ya5 afraid fome time ago that

fhey
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they would incline to g j home when the time of tlicir enlifl;-

meat expired. I called upon the officers of the feveral regi-

ments, to know whether they could prevail on the men to

remain until the firft of January, or till a fufficient number

of other forces could be raifed to fujply their place. I fup-

pofe they were deceived the;nfelvcs : I know thoy deceived

me by afliirances that I need be under no apprehenfion on

that fcore, for the men would not leave the lines. Laft fri-

day fliewed how much tiiey were miftaicen, as the major

part of the troops of that colony were going away with their

arms and ammunition. We have however, by threats, per-

fuafion, and the activity of the people of the country who

fent back many of them that had fet out, prevailed upon

the moll part to flay. There are about eighty of them mif-

fmg,

I have called in three thoufand men from this province

;

and general Sullivan, who lately returned trom UiC province of

New-Hampfliire, havmg informed me th it a number of men

were there ready at the liiorteft notice, I have demanded two

thoufand from that province. Thefe two bodies, I cxpeiSl,

will be in by the tenth inftant, to make up the deficiency of

the Conneclicut-men whom 1 have promifcL. to difmifs on

that day, as \\ell as tlie numbers to whom I was obliged to

grant furloughs before any would enliil.—As the fame

defection is much to be apprehended when the time of

the MafTachuletts-Bay, New-Hamplhire, aad Rhode-Ifland

forces is ej;:pired, I beg the attention of Congrefs to this im-

portant affair.

I am informed that it has been the cuftom of tiiefe provinces

In the laft war, for the legiflative power to order eveiV town

to provide a certain quota of men for tlie campai^jn. This or

^orae other mode fhould be at prefent adopted, as I am fatif-

fied the men cannot be had without. Tliis the Congrefs

wvill pleafe to take into their immediate confideration. My fuf-

picions pn this head I fliall alio communicate t,6 the governor*

Trumbull
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Xrumbu II and Cooke, alfo to tke New-Hamp{hije conven-

tion.

The nnmbcT eiilifted in the lafl week are about tliirteen

hundred men. By this you fee how How this important

work gees on. * * *

An exprefs is jull come in from general Schuyler, with

letters from colonel Arnold and general Montgomery, co-

pies of which I have the honor to inclofe you. Upon the

whole, 1 think affairs carry a pleafing afpecl in that quarter.

The reda6iion of Qiiehec is an objeft of fuch great import-

ance, that I doubt not the Congrefs will give every afiiftance

in their power for the accomplilhing it this winter.

By the lafl accounts from the armed fchooners fent to the

riter St. Laurence, 1 fear we have but little to expetl from

them : they were falling fhort of provifion, and mention

that they would be obliged to retxnn ; which at this time is

particularly unfortunate, as, if they chufe a proper ftation,

all the Teffels coming down that river muft fall into their

hands. The plague, trouble, and vexation I have had with

the crews of all the armed vcfiels, is inexpreflible. I do be-

lieve there is not on earth a more diforderly fet :—every

time they come into port, we hear of nothing but mutinous

complaints. Manly's fuccefs has lately, and but lately,

quieted his people. The crews of the Wafl:iington and Har-

tiion have aflually deferted them ; fo that I have been under

the nccelTity of ordering the agent to lay the latter up, and

get hands for the other on the befl: terms he could.

The houfe of reprefeutatives and the honorable board have

fent me a vote of theirs relative to the harbor of Cape-Cod,

which you have herewith. I fliall fend an officer thither ta

examine what can be done for its defence, though I do not

think I fhail be able to give them fuch afhflance as uiay be

xequirite ; for 1 have at prefent neither men, powder, nor

Cannon to fparc. The great war i of powder is what the at-

teat'.on of Congrefs (lioidci be particularly applied to. I

dave
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dare not attempt any thing offenfive, let the temptation or

advantage be ever fo great, as I liave nci more of that molT:

eflenual article, than will be abfolutely necelTary to xiefend

our lines, ihould the enemy attempt to attack them,

Ey recent intoiination from Boftcn, general Howe is go-

ing to fend out a number of the inhabitants, in Ojder, it is

thought, to make riiore room for his expelled reinforce-

ments. There is one part of the information I can hardly

give credit to :— a failor fays that a number of tliofc com-

ing out have been inoculated, wiih defign of fpreading the

fmall-pox though this country and camp. I have commu-

nicated «^his to the general court ; and recommended their at-

tention thereto.

They are arming one of the tranfports in Boflon, with

"which they mean to decoy fome of our armed vefiels. As

we are apprited of their dcfign, I hope they will be difap-

pointed.

My beft refpedls wait on the gentlemen in Congrefs, and

I am, fir, your moft humble, &c. G. W.
P. S. I was mifinformed when I mentioned that one regi-

ment had arrived at Bofton : a few companies of the feven-

teenth and artillery are all that are yet come.—Near three

hundred perfons are landed on Point-Shirley from Boftou.

Sir, Cambridge, Decemh. J, 1775.

I WROTE you, the fourth inftant, by exprefs, to

which I beg you will be referred. My fears, that Broughtoa

and Sillrnan would not efFe6l any good purpofe, were too

well founded. They are returned, and brought with them

three of the principal inhabitants from the ifland of ^t.

John's. * * * They brought the govenior's commifllon,

the province feal, 6cc, &c. As the captains a£led without

any warrant for fuch condu6l, I have thought it but juftice to

difcliarge thcfe gentlemen, whofe families were left in the ut-

inoil diitrefs.

I ar«
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I am credibly informed that James Anderfon, the con-

fignee and part owner of the fhip Concord and cargo, is not

only unfriendly to American liberty, but adlually in arms

3gainft us,—being captain of the Scotch company at Bofton.

Whether your being acquainted with this circumftance, or

not, will operate againfl the vefiTel and cargo, I will not take

tipon me to fay: but there are many articles on board, fo ab-

folutdy neceffary for the army, that, whether flie is made a

prize or not, we mufl have them.

I have the honor to be, Sec, G. W,

Sir, Cambridge, Decenib. II, 1775-

* * * The numbers enlifled laft week are men.

If they go on at this flow rate, it will be a long time

before this army is complete. I have wrote to the governort

of Connecticut and Rhode-Ifland, alfo to the convention of

New-Hampfhire, on this fubjc6l. A copy of my letter to

them I have the honor to inclofe herewith. A letter to

fame purport I fent to the legiflature of this province.

The militia arc coming in fafl. I am much pleafed with

the alacrity which the good people of this province, as well

as thofe of New-Hamplhire, have fhewn upon this occanon.

I exped the whole will be in this day and to-morrow, when

what remains of the Conne6licut [troops'], who have ijot

enlifted, will have liberty to go to their iire-fides.

The commiflary-general is ftill by his indifpofition detain-

ed from camp. He committed an error, when making out

the ration-lift : for he was then ferving out (and has con-.

tjnued fo to do) fix ounces per man per week of butter,

thouc^h it is not included in the lift approved of by Congrefs. I

do not think it would be expedient to put a ftop thereto ; as

every thing, that would have a tendency to give the foldiery

room for complaint, muft be avoided.

The information I received that the enemy intended fpread-

ing

t
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ing the fiTxall-pox amongft us, I could not fuppofe them ca-

pable of.—I now mull give feme credit to it, as it has made

its appearance on feveral of thofe who laft came out of Bof-

ton.—Every neceflary precaution has been taken to prevent

its being communicated to this army ; and the general court

will take care that it does not fpread through the country.

1 have not heard that any more troops are arrived at Bof-

tonj which is a lucky circumftance, as the Connecticut

troops, I now find, are for the moft part gone ofF-—Thq

houfes in Bofton are leffening every day : they are pulled

down, either for fire-wood, or to prevent the effects of fire,

fhould we attempt a bombardment or an attack upon the town.

—Coble-hill is ftrongly fortified, without any interruption

from the enemy. * * * This is what at prefent occurs,

from, fir, your mofl: obedient, &c. G. W.

P. S. The weekly returns of enllftments not being yet re-

ceived for more than ten regiments, amounting to feven hun-

dred and twenty- five men, I cannot fill up the blank in this

letter : but this, added to the former, makes in the whole

five thoufand two hundred and fifty-three.

Sir, Cambridge^ Decemh. 14, 1775.

I Received your favor of the fecond inftant, with

the feveral refolves of Congrefs therein inclofed.—The re-

folves relative to captures made by continental armed veflels

only want a court eftabliflied for trial, to make them com-

plete. This, I hope, will be foon done, as I have taken the

liberty to urge it often to the Congrefs.

I am fcmewhat at a lofs to know whether I am to raife

the two batallions of marines here, or not. As the delay can be

attended with but little inconvenience, I will wait a farther

explanation from Congrefs, before I take any fteps therein.

I am much pleafed that the money will be forwarded with

all poflible expedition, as it is much wanting; alfo that

Conolly and hi^ aflbciates are taken. It has been a very for-

tunate
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tunate (Ufcovery. I make no doubt but that the Congrefs M'llt

take every necefTary niiafure to difpoffers lord Dunmore of

his hold in Vivginia: the fooner fteps- are Lakeu for that

purpofe^ the more prob.ihility there will be of their being

efFeaual. * * * *

I will make application to general Howe, and propofs an

exchange for IMr. Ethan Allen. I am much afraid I fliall have

a like pvopofal to make for captain Mr.rtindaie of the armed

brigantine Wuiliington, and his men, who, it is reported,

was taken a few dr.ys paft by a man-of-war, and carried into

Bofton.—We cannot expedl to be always fuccefsful.

You will doubtlefs hear of the barbarity of captain Wal*

lace on Conanicut illand, ere this reaches your hands.

About a hundred and fifty more of the poor inhabitants

are come out of Bofton. The fmall-pox rages all over the

town : fuch of the military as had it not before are now un*

dcr inoculation. This, I apprehend, is a weapon of defence

they are ufing againft us. What confirms mc iu this opi-

nion, is, that I have information that they are tearing up the

pavement, to be provided againft a bombardment.

I wrote you this day by Meifrs. Fennel and De Pliarne,

who will lay before the Congrefs, or a committee thereof,

propofals for furnilhing the continent with arms and ammu-

cicion. I refer you to themltlves for further particulars.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W«

Chclfca, DUcemh. l6, 1 775.

OBSERVATIONS OF THE DAY.

LAST evening, eight men came in a boat from Bof-

ton, to our guard at the feiTy,— fix of them captains of vef-

fcls.—They brought the follpwing account

:

Ycftcvday, one large mortar was carried over to Bunker's

hill:— the troops filling water, carrying it on board the

tranfports:—ptovilions fcarce,—not more than fufiicient fof
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fix weeks. One regiment of foot, and three companies of the

light horfe, fail for Halifax this day,

Dorchejlevy December 16, 1775-

Salled out of Bofton harbor this morning, eight large and

two fmall veflels, taken to be tenders ,—by their firing, ap-

peared to be going a voyage out to fea.

Mr, Jofliua Pico came laft night from Bollon. He con-

firms the information that the regiment of foot, and fonac

companies of light horfe, were preparing to embark for Ha-

lifax.

Sir, CamlrldgCf Decanh. 16, 1775-

THE information, contained in the above, coming fo

many different ways, corroborated by feveral veflels having

failed this day from Bofton,— I thought it my duty to iranf-

mit it to you. Though Halifax is the place given out for

their declination, it is poffible they may be bound cifewhere.

I (hall communicate this intelligence to governors Cooke

and Trumbull, and to the convention of New-York, for

their government.

I remain, fir, your molt obedient, Sic. G. "W.

Sir, Camb>idg€^ Decemh. 10, 1775-

CAPTAIN Manly, of the Lee armed fchoor.er, took

and fent into Beverly the floop Betfey, A. Atkinfon mafter.

She is an armed veflel, difpatched by lord Dunmorc, with

Indian corn, potatoes, and oats, for the army in Bollon. The

packets of letters found on board, I have the honor to lend

you with this by captain James Chambers, they being of fo

much importance, that I do not tliink it would be prudent to

trull them by a common exprefs.

As lord Dunmore's Ichemes are fully laid open in thcfe

letters, I need not point out to the Congrefs tlic necefiity there

is of a vigorous exertion being adopted by them, to difpof-

B fcfs
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fefs his lordfhip of the ftrong hold he has got in Virginia.—

I do not mean to didlate : but I am fure they will pardon

itie for giving them freely my opinion, which is, that the

fate of America a good deal depends on his being obliged to

evacuate Norfolk this winter, or not.

1 have Kirkland well fecured, and think I will fend him

to you for examination. By moft of the letters relative to

him, he is a dangerous fellow. John Stewart's letters and

papers are of a very inrerefting nature. Governor Tpnyn'a

and many other letters from Auguftine fhew the weaknefs

of the place *, at the fame time, of what vafl confequence it

would be for us to poffefs ourfelves of it, and the great

quantity of ammunition contained in the forts.—Indeed thefe

papers are of fo great confequence, that I think this but

little inferior to any prize our famous Manly has taken.

We now work at our eafe on Leechmore's hill. On dlf-

covering our party there yefterday morning, the fliip which

lay oppofite began a cannonade, to which Mount Horam

added fome fliells.—One of our men was wounded.—We
fired a few fliot from two eighteen-pounders which are

placed on Coble-hill, and foon obliged the fhip to fliift her

ftation. She now lies in the ferry-way : and, except a few

fliells from the mount in Bcdon (which do no execution},

we have no interruption in proiecuting our works, which will

in a very fliort time be completed. When that is done,—
v»rhen we have powder to fport with,—I think, if the Con-

grefs refolve on the execution of the propofal made relative

to the town of Bofton, it can be done.

I have fent a letter in this day to genei'al Howe, of which

a copy goes herewitii. My reafon for pointing out brigadier-

general Prefect as the obje£l who is to fuffer Mr. Allen's

fate, is, that, by letters from general Schuyler, and copies of

letters from general ivlontgomery to Schuyler, I am given to

tinderftand that Prefcot is the caufe of Allen's fufterings.—

I thought it bell to be decifive on the occafion, as did the

generals whom I confulted thereon.

The
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The returns of men enliiled fince my lad amount to Eibout

eighteen hundredj making in the whole feven thoufand one

hundred and forty. The militia that are come in. both

from this province and New-fiampftiire, are very nne-look-

ing men, and go through their duty with great alacrity.

The difpatch made, both by the people in marching and by

the legiflative powers in complying with my requifition, has

given me infinite fatisfaftion.

Your letter of the eighth inftant, with the explanatory re-

folve refpedling my calling forth the militia and mhiute-'

men, is come to hand j to which I (hall pay all due atten-

tion. You have removed all the difficulties which I labored

under, about the two batallions of marines. I fliali obey

the orders of Congrefs in looking out for proper officers to

command that corps.—I make no doubt but, when the

money arrives to pay off the arrears and the month's ad-

vance, that it will be a great encouragement for the men to

enlift.

Inclofed is a letter I lately received from Mr. James

Lovell. His cafe is truly pitiable. I wilh fome mode could

be fallen upon to relieve him from the cruel fituation he is

now in.—I am fenfible of the impropriety of exchai:ging a

foldier for a citizen : but there is fomething fo cruelly dif-

treffing in regard to this gentleman, that I dare fay you will

take it under your confideration.

I am, with great refpeft, &c. G. W.

Sir, Cambridge^ Dec, 25, 1775.

I HAD the honor to addrefs myfelf to you on the

nineteenth inftant, fmce which I have received undoubted in-

formation that the genuine inftru<Slions given to Conolly

have not reached your hands ; that they are very artfully

concealed in the tree of his faddle, and covered with canvas

fo nicely that they are fcarcely difcernible ; that thofe which

were found upon, him were intended to deceive, if he was

Vol. L F caught.
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caught —You will mod certainly have his faddle taken to

pieces, In order to difcover this deep-laid plot.

Inclofed is a copy of general Howe's letter ia anfwer to

the one I wrote him the eighteenth inftant. Tlie conduit I

am to obferve towards brigadier Prefcot in confequence of

thefe letters, the Congrefs will oblige me by determining for

me.

The gentlemen by whom you fent the money are arrived.

The fum they brought, though large, is not fufficicnt to an-

fwer the demands of the army, which at this time are re-

markably heavy: there is three months' pay due, one month's

advance, two dollars for each blanket,—the arms, that are

left by thofc who are difmllTed, to he paid for,—belldes the

demands which are on the commiirary and quarter-mafter

generals. You will therefore fee tlie neceflity of another

remittance, which I beg may be as foon as you conveniently,

can.

I will take the opportunity of the return of thcfe gentle-

men, to fend colonel Kirkland to you for examination, and

that you may difpofe of him as to you may feem proper.

A committee from the general court of this province call-

ed on me the other day, informing me that they were in

great want of ordnance for the defence of the colony ; that,

if what belonged to them, now in ufe here, vvas kept for the

continent, they would be under the necefnty of providing

themfelves with others : of courfe what is kept nuift be paid

for. There are many of the cannon of very little ufe : fuch

of them as are good, I cannot at prefent part wirh : perhaps

when 1 receive the fupply from New-York and Canada, it

may be in my power to fpare them.

Mr. Wadfworth has fent in his report refpefllng Cape- '

Cod harbor, a copy of which you will receive herewith ;

alfo a letter from a Mr. Jacob Bailey, put into my hands by

colonel Little. It contains feme things that may not be un-

worthy the confideration of Congrefs.

We have made good progrefs in the works on Leech-

more's point. They would have been finifhcd ere this^ but

for
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Tor the feveiity of the weather, which prevents our people

From working.

I received a letter from governor Cooke, v/hich exprefTeS

the fears of the people of Rhode-Iiland, left the fhips, which

we had information were failed with fome troops on board,

were deftined for Newport. I fent major-general Lee there,

to point ouc to them fuch defence as he may think the place

capable of. I fincerely M'ifh he may be able to do it with

effed, as that place, in its prefent ftate, is an afylum for

fuch as are difaffeded to American liberty.

Our returns of enliftments, to this day, amount to eight

Ihoufand five hundred men.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. Wi
P. S. Inclofed is an eftimate of die demands of the army.

SiRj Cambridge^ t)ec. 31, 1775.

I WROTE to you the twenty-fifth inftant j fince

which I am not honored with any of your favors. The ef-

timate I then inclofed you was calculated to pay the troopSj

&c, up to the firft of January. That cannot be done for

want of funds in the paymafter-general's hands; which

caufes a great murmuring amongft thofe who are going off.

—The monthly expenfes of this army amount to near two

hundred and feventy-five thoufand dollars, which I take the

liberty of recommending to the obfervation of Congrefsj

that their future remittances may be governed thereby.

It fometimes happens that perfons would wifh to depofit

money in the hands of the paymafter-general, for his bills on

the treafury at Philadelphia. He has hitherto declined fuch

offers, not having authority from Congrefs to draw.—Would
it not be proper to give this power?—If it fhould be ap-

proved of^ you will pleafe to point out the mode that the

Congrefs wOuld ehufe to have it done in.

The clothing fent to the quarter-mafter-general is not

fufficient to put half our army into regimentals ; nor is there

a poffibility of getting any quantity here. I have wrote to

F ^ genera!)
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general Schuyler, that I wifli what was lodged at Albany

could be fpared for thefe troops, as general Montgomery

would clothe the men under his command at Montreal. If

this can be done, it will be of infinite fervlce ; and no time

fliould be loft in forwarding them to this camp

In forming the regiments for the new eftablilhment, I

thought it but juRice to appoint the officers, detached under

colonel Arnold, te commiffions in them. Their abfence at

prefent is of very great detriment to the fervice, efpecially

in recruiting: I would therefore wifli, if the Congrefs intend

faifing troops in or for Canada, that they could be taken in

there. The fooner I have their opinion of this matter, the

better, that, if they can be commiffioned in Canada, I may

appoint officers here to replace them.

Inclofed you have a copy of a reprefentation fent me to by

the legiflative body of this province, refpe6iing four compa-

nies ftationed at Braintree, Weymouth, and Hingham. As

they were never regimented, and were doing duty at a dif-

tance rom the re ft of the army, I did not know whether tO

confider them as a part of it ; nor do I think myfelf autho-

tifed to dire£l payment for them without the approbation of

Congrefs.

It has been reprefented to me that the free negroes who

have ferved in this army are very much diflatisfied at being

difcarded. As it is to be apprehended that they may feek

employ in the minifterial army, 1 have prefumed to depart

from the rcfolution refpefting them, and have given licence

for their being enlifted. If this is difapproved of by Con-

grefs, I will put a ftop to it.

* * * I muft remark that the pay of the affiftant en-

gineers is fo very fmall, that we cannot expedl men of

icience will engage in it. Thofe gentlemen, who are in

that ftation, remained under the expedation that an addi-

tional allowance would be made them by the refpe£tive pro-

vince^ in which they were appointed, to that allowed by the
J

Gon^refs.

Captain Freeman arrived this day at camp from Canada.

ii9
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He left Quebec the twenty-fourth ultimo, hi confequence of

general Carleton's proclamation which I have the honor to

fend you herewith. He fawc olonel Arnold, the twenty-

fixth, and fays that he was joined at Pcint-a-tremble by ge-

neral Montgomery, the firft inftant j—that they were about

two thoufand ftrong, and were making every preparation

for attacking Quebec ;—-that general Carleton had with

him about twelve hundred men, the majority of whon>

are failors •,—that it was his opinion the French would give

up the place if they get the fame conditions granted to the

inhabitants of Montreal. * * *

Captains Semple and Harbefon take under their care

Mr. Kirkland. * * * Captain Mathews and Mr. Robinfon

will accompany them. The two latter were taken prifoners

by lord Dunmore, who was fending them to Bofton, from

whence there is little doubt but they would be forwarded to

England, to which place I am credibly informed captain

Martindale and the crew of the Wailiington are fent ;
alfo

colonel Allen, and the prifoners taken with him in Canada.

This may account for general Howe's filence on the fubje£t

of an exchange of prifoners mentioned in my letter to him.

General Lee is juft returned from his excurfion to Rhode-

Ifland : —he has pointed out the bed method the ifiand would

admit of for its defence :—he has endeavored all in his power

to make friends of thofe that were our enemies. You have,

inclofed, a fpecimen of his abilities in that way, for your

perufal. 1 am of opinion that, if the fame plan was purfued

through every province, it would have a very good etre6l,

I have long had it on my mind to mention to Congrefs

that frequent applications had been made to me rclpeding

the chaplains' pay, which is too fmall to encourage men of

abilities. Some of them, who have left their flocks, are

obliged to pay the parfon acting for them more than they

receive. I need not point out the great utility of gentlemen

whofe lives and converfation are unexceptionable, being em-

ployed for that fervice in this army. There are two ways

of making it worth the attention of fuch : one is axi ad-

F 3 vancement
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vancement of their pay j the other, that one chaplam be

appointed to two regiments. This laft, I think, may be

done without inconvenience.—I beg leave to recommend

this matter to Congrefs, whofe fentiments hereon I fliall im-

patiently expe6l.

Upon a farther converfation with captain Freeman, he i$

of opinion that general Montgomery has with him near

three thoufand men, including colonel Arnold's. He fays

that lord Pitt had received repeated orders from his father

to return home ; in confequence of which, he had embark-

ed, fome time in Odober, with a captain Green who was

mafter of a veflel belonging to Philadelphia.

By a number of falutes in Bofton harbor yefterday, I fancy

admiral Shuldham is arrived.—Two large fl^iips were feen

coming in.

Our enUflments now amount to nine thoufand fix hundred

and fifty.

Thofe gentlemen, who were made prifoners by lord Dun-

more, being left deflitute of money and neceflaiies, I have

advanced them a hundred pounds lawful money belonging

to the public, for which I have taken captain Mathews's

draught on the treafury of Virginia, which goes inclofed.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W,
P. S. You have, inclofed, the returns of the army.

Sir, Cambridgef ^January 4, 1776;.

SINCE my lad of the thirty-firll ultimo, I have been

honored with your favor of the twenty-fecond, inclofing

fundry refolves, which {hall, in matters they refpeft, bq

made the rule of my condu£t.

The refolution relative to the troops in Bodon, I beg the

favor of you, fir, to aflure Congrefs, fliall be attempted to be

put in execution the firll moment I fee a probability of fuc-

cefs, and in fuch a way as a council of ofiicers (hall think

moll likely to produce it : but if this fhould not happen as

foori'as you may expe6l or my wiflies prompt to, I requeft
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tJiat Congrefs will be pleafed to advert to my iltuationj and

do me the juilice to believe, that circumftances, and not

want of incHnation, are the caufe of delay-

It is not in the pages of l)i;lory perhaps to furnifn a cafe

like ours:—to maintain a poft within mulkei-fhot of the

enemy, for fix months together, without *
, and at the

fame time to difband one army, and recruit another, within

that diiiance of twenty-odd Britifli regiments,—is more, prc-

babiy, than ever was attcp/ipted. But if we fucceed as well

in the laft, as we have heretofore in the firft, I Ihall think

it the moft fortunate event cf fny whole life.

By a very intelligent gentleman, a Mr. Hutchinfon from

Bofton, I learn, that it was admiral Shuldham that came

into the harbor on faturday laft ;— that two of the five regi-

ments from Cork are arrived at Halifax;—two others have

failed for Quebec ; but what was become of them, could

not be told :—and the other (the fifty-fifth) has jufl got

into Bodon. Certain it is alio, that the greateft part of the

fcventeenth regiment is arrived there. Vv'hether we are to

conclude from hence that more than five regiments have been

fent out, or that the companies of the feventeenth, arrived

at Bofton, are part of the regiments deftined for Halifax and

Quebec, I know not.

We alfo Jearn from this gentleman and others, that the

troops, embarked for Halifax (as mentioned in my letter of

the fixteenih) were really defigned for that place, but recall-

ed from Nantalket road, upon advice being received of the

above regimentr. there. I am alfo informed of a fleet now

getting ready under the convoy of the Scarborough and Fowey

men-of-war,—confiding of five tranfports and two bomb vcf-

fels, with about three hundred marines, and feveral flat-bot-

tomed boats. It is whifpered that they are defigned for

Newport, but generally thought in Boflon that it is meant

for Long-Illand ; and it is probable it will be followed by

* Left blank in the crlgbial to giiatd ara'injl the danger of

mifarnage.—Ready " witliout powder."

F 4 more
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more troops, as the other tranfports are taking in water,

—to lie, as others fay, in Nantaflcet road, to be out of the

ice. A large quantity of bifcuit is alfo baking.

As the real defign cannot with certainty be known, I

fubrait it, wjtl) all due deference, to the fuperior judgment

of Congvefs, whether it would not be confiftent with pru-

dence to have fome of the Jerfey troops thrown into New-

Yor};^ to prevent an eyilj whjch would be almofh irremedia-

ble, pioul4 it happen,— I mean, the landing qf trpops at

that place, or upon Long-Ifland near it.

As it is pofiable you m^y not yet have received his ma-

jefty's " moji grac'ioui,'^ fpeech, I do mylelf the honor to in-

clofe one pf many, which were fent put of Rofton yefterday.

It is full of * * *j and explicitly holds fprth his royal wil}

to be, that vigorous meafures muft be purfued, to deprive

us of our * * *. Thefe pieafures, whatever they be, I

hope will be oppofed by more vigorous ones, and rendered

unavailing and fruitlefs, though fan6tionedand authorifed by

the name of majefty,— a name, which ought to promote the

bleffings of his people, and not their opprelTipn.

1 am. Sir, ^c. G. W.

Sir, Cambridge^ Jan. ij, 1776.

EVERY account I have out of Bolton confirms the

.embarkation of troops mentioned in my lail, which, from the

feafon of the year and other circumdances, mult be deftined

for fome expedition to the fouthward of this- I have ^here-

foie thought it prudent to fend major-general Lee to New-

York. I have given him letters recommendatory to go-

vernor Trumbull, and to the pommittee of fafety at New-
York. I havp good hopes that in Connecticut he will get

many volunteers, -who (I have fome reafon to think) will ac-

pompany him on this expedition, without more expenfe to

the .continent than their maintenance. But fhouid it be

ptherwife, and that they fhpuld expec^ pay, I think it is a

trifling
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trifling confideration, when put, in competition with the im-

portance of the objeiSl, which is to put the city of New-

York, with fuch paits of the North river and Long-Ifland

as to him fliall feem proper, in that ftate of defence, which

ihe feafon of the year and circumftances will admit of,— fo

as, if poflible, to prevent the enemy from forming a lodge-

ment in that government, which, I am afraid, contains too

piany perfons difaffedted to the caufe of liberty and Ame^

rica. I have alfo wrote to lord Stirling to give him all the

afliftance that he can with the troops under his command

in the continental fervice, provided it does not interfere with

^ny orders he may receive from Congrefs relative^ them.

I hope the Congrefs will approve of my conduct in fend-

ing general Lee upon this expedition :— I am fure I mean

it well ; as experience teaches us that it is mych eafier to

prevent an enemy from polling themfelves, than it is to dif-

Jodge them after they have got pofi'eilion.

The evening of the eighth inftant, a party of our men, un-

der the command of major Knoukon, were ordered to go

and burn feme houfes which lay at the foot of Bunker's hiil,

and at the head of Charleflown. They were alfo ordered to

bring oiF the guard, which, we expected, confifted oi an of-

ficer and thirty men. They croiTed the mill-dam about half

after eight o'clock, and gallantly executed their buhnefs,—

having buried eight houfes, and brought with them a ler-

geant and four privates of the tenth regiment. There was

but one man more there, who making fome refiflance, they

were obliged to difpatch. The gun that killed him was the

only one difcharged by our men, though feveral hundred

were fired by the enemy from M-ithin their works, but in fo

fonfufed a manner, that not one of our people was hurt.

Our enliftments go on very heavily.

J am, with great refpefl) he. G. W.

^IR,
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Sir, Cambridge^ y^^^' ^-t) ^77^*

I AM exceedingly forry that I am under the neccflity

of applying to you, and calling the attention of Congrefs to

the Hate of our arms, which is truly alarming. Upon the

diiToiution of the old army, I was apprehenfive that the

new would be deficient in this inftance : and, that the want

might be as inconfiderable as poffible, I gave it out in orders,

that the arms of fuch men as did not ve-enlill (or fuch of

them as were good) (hould be retained at the prices whicli

fhould be affixed by perfons appointed to infpe<£l and value

them : and, that we might be fare of them, I added that there

•would be a floppage of pay for the months of November and

December, from thofe who fliould carry their firelocks away

without their being firll examined. I hoped, by thefe pre-

cautions, to have procured a confiderable number : bur, fir,

i find with much concern, (hat, from the badnefs of the

arms, and the difobedience of too many in bearing them off

without a previous infpeclion,—very {^w were colIe£led.

Neither are we to expe£l that many will be brought in by

the new recruits,—the officers, who are out enlifting, having

reported that few men who have arms will engage in the fer-

vJcs ; and that they nre under the difagveeable alternative of

taking men without arms, or of getting none. Unhappy

fjtuatlon, and much to be deploi^ed !—efpecially when we

h:;,ve ev<^ry reafon to convince us, that we have to contend

with a formidable army, well provided of every necCiTary )

and that there will be a mod vigorous exertion of minille-

rial vengeance again ii us, as foon as they think themfelves

in a condition for it. I hope it is in the power of Congrefs

to aflbrd us relief:— if it is not, what mull, what can be

done ?

Our ivcafury is almoil exhaufied, and the demands againft

it very confiderable. A conilant fupply of money, to anfwer

every claim and exigency, would much promote the good

cf the ic.rvicc. Lr the comi-aou aflairs of life, it is ufeful:

in
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in war, It Is abfolutely neceflary ar.d eiTential. I would beg

leave, too, to remind you of the tents, and of their import-

ance,—hoping that if an opportunity has ofTcred, you ha\e

procured them. I fear ti)at our uvmy will not be railed to

the new eftablifhment In any reafonable time, if ever : the

enUlting goes on fo very How, that it ahnoll fcems at an

ench

In my letter of the fourth inftant, I wrote you that I had

received certain intelligence from a Mr. Hutchinfon and

others, that two of the five regiments from Cork were ar-

rived at Halifax, one at BoRon, and the two others had fail-

ed for Quebec, and had not been heard of. I am now allured

(as a matter to be relied on) by four captains of fnips, M'ho

left England about the fecond of November, and who ap-

pear tQ be men of veracity, that the whole of thefe regi-

ments (except the two companies that arrived at Bolton

fome time ago), when they failed, were at Milford Haven,

where they had been obliged to put In, by a violent ftorm,

the nineteenth of Odober ; that they would not be able to

leave it for a confiderable time, as they were under the ne-

cefiity of repairing their veflels, and getting fome new ones

taken up.—Such Is the uncertahity and contradiflion in

what I now hear, that It Is not polTible to know what to

believe or difbelleve.

I wrote to the general court yefterday, and to the conven-

tion of New-Hampfliire, immediately upon feeing the great

deficiency in our arms,—praying that they would intercft

thcmfelvcs in the matter, and furnidi me with all in then-

power. Whether I (hall get any, or what quantity, I can

not determine, not having received their anfwers.—1 he

fame application will be made to the governments of Ccn-

nei^icut and Rhode-Ifiand.

I do myfelf the honor to fend you fundry newfpapers I

received from the above-mentioned captains, as they may be

later than any you have feen, and contain fome interefting

intelhgence.—'I have the honor to be, <5:c. G. W.

Sl!l,
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Sir, " Cambridge.) ^-^w. 19, 1 776.

TAKING it for granted that general Schuylef has

not only informed you of the fall of the brave and much-

to-be-lamented general Montgomery, but of the fituatlon of

our affairs in Canada (as related by gt;neral Woolter, colonel

Arnold, colonel Campbell, and others), I (hall not take up

much more of your time on this fubjecl, than is neceffary to

inclofe you a copy of his letter to me, with the refult there-

on, as appears by the council of war, vvliich I immediately

fummoned on the occafion, and at which Mr. Adams, by my
particular defire, was good enough to attend.

It may appear (Irange, fir, as I had not men to fpare from

thefe lines, that I (liould prefume (without firft fending to

Congrefs, and obtaining an exprefs dire£lion) to recommend

to the governments of Maflachufetts, Connecticut, and

New-Hampfliire, to raifc each a regiment, on the continental

accourrj for this fervice. I wifh moft ardently that the ur-

gency cf the cafe y;ould have admitted of the delay. I wifh

alfo that the purport of general Schuyler's letter had not,

unavoidably as it were, iaiJ me under an indifpenfable obli-

gation to do it:—for having informed you in ]^,is letter (a

copy of which lie inciofed me) oi his dependence on this

quarter, for men, I thought you might aifo have fomc re-

liance on my exertions. This confuleraiion, added to my
fears of the fatal confequences of delay,—^to an information

ofyour having defigned three thoufand men for Canada,—to a

belief, founded chiedy on general Schuyler's letters, that few

pr none of them were railed,— and to my apprehenfions for

New-York, which led m.e to think that no troops could he

fpared from that quarter, — induced me to lofe not a mo-
ment's time in throwing in a force there j being well af-

fured that general Carleton will iniprove to the utmoft the

advantages gained, leaving no artifices untried, to fix the

Canadians and Indi^.ns (who, we find, are too well difpofcd

to take pail with the itrongeft) in his ialerell,

7 If
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If thefe reafons are not fufficient to juftify my condu£l

in the opinion of Congrefs,—if the meafure contravenes

iany refolution of theirs,—they will pleafe to countermand

the levying and marching of the regiments as loon as pofli-

ble, and do me the juftice to believe that my intentions

were good, if my judgment has erred.

The Congrefs will plesfe alfo to oblerve, that the mea-

fure of fupporting our pods in Canada appeared of fuch ex-

ceeding great importance, that the general officers (agree-

ing with me in fentiment, and unwilling to lay any burden

which can poflibly be avoided,— although it may turn out

an ill-timed piece of parfimony) have refolved that the three

regiments for Canada fliall be part of the thirteen militia re-

giments which were requefled to reinforce this anry,—as ap-

pears by the minutes of another council of war, held on the

fixteenth inftant. I fliall (being much hurried and fatigued)

add no more in this letter, than my duty to Congrefs, and

that. I have the honor to be, &c. G. W.

P. S. I inclofe you a copy of my letter to the govern-

ments of Maflachufetts, Conneclii ut, and New-H2.mplhire ;

alfo a copy of a refolution of this colony, in anfwer to aa

application of mine for arms.

Since writing the above, I have been informed by a raef-

fage from the general court of Maflachufetts, that they

have refolved upon the raifing of a regiment for Canada,

and appointed the field officers for it, in the wellern parts

of this government. I am alfo informed by exprels from

governor Trumbull, that he and his council of fafety had

agreed upon the raifing of a regiment for the fame pur-

pofe i which was anticipating my application to that govern-

ment.

If commiffions (and they are applied for) are to be given

by Congrefs to the three regiments going to Canada, you

will pleafe to have them forwarded, as I have none by me

for that purpofe.

Slit,
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Sir, Camhrulgc, ^"'Z' 24> '77^'

THE commlfilH-y-general being at length [recovered']

from a lotrg and painful illnefs, I have it in my power to

comply with the requifition of Congrefs, , in forwarding an

ellimate of the expenfe attending his office, as alfo that of

the quarter-marter-gerierah ,

'

You will pleafe to obferve that the commiiTary, by his ac-

count of the matter, has entered into no fpecial agreement

with 'any of the perfons he has found occauon to employ

(as thofe, to whofe names fams are anilexed, are of their

©wn fi'xing), but left it to Congrcfs to afcertain their wagesv

I fliall fay nothing therefore on this head, fartlier than relates

to the propofition of Mr. * * *, to be allowed one

eighth for his trouble and the delivery of the other feveu

eighths of provifions, whith to me appears exorbitant in the

extreme, however conformable it may be to cuflom and

ufage : I therefore think that reafonable ftipends had better

te fixed upon. Both the quarter-mafter and commiiTary ge-

nerals afTure me that they do not employ a fingle perfon y\[<d'

lefsly : and as I have too good an opinion of tliem to think

they wouKl deceive me, I believe them.

I fhall lake the liberty, in this place, of recommending the

expediency, indeed the abfolute neceiFity, of appointing fit

and proper perlons to fettle the accounts of this army. To
do it with precifion, requires time, care, and attention : the

longer it is left undone, the more intricate they will be, the

more liable to error, and difficult to explain and re£!:ify ;—as

alfo the perfons in whofe hands they are (if difpofed to take

undue advantage) will be lefs fubjetl to dete<Slion. I have

been as attentive as the nature of my ofRce would admit of,

in granting warrants for money on the paymafter ; but it

>s-ould be abfolutely impoflible for me to go into an examin-

ation of all the accounts incident to this army, and the

vouchers appertaining to them, without devoting fo large a

portion of my time to the bufinefs, as might not only prove

S injurious*
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Injurious, but fatal to It In other refpe6ls. This ought, in

my humble opinion, .to be the particular bufinefs of a fele£t

committee of Congrefs, or one appointed by them, who,

once in three months at furtheft, fliould make a fcttlement

with the officers in the different departments.

Having met with no encouragement from the governments

of MafTachufetts and New-Hampfhire, from my application

for arms, andexpedting no better from Connedlicut andRhode-

Ifland, I have, as the laft expedient, fent one or two officers

from each regiment into the country, with money, to try if

they can buy. In what manner they fucceed, Congrefs fiiall

be informed as foon as they return.

Congrefs, in my lad, would difcovcr my motives for

flrengthening thefe lines with the militia : but whether,—as

the weather turns out exceedingly mild, infomuch as to

promlfe nothing favorable from ice,— and no appearance of

powder,—I fhall be able to attempt any thing decifive, time

only can determine. No man upon eartli wiffies more ar-

dently to deftroy the neil in Boflon, than I do :—no perfon

would be willing to go greater lengths than I fhall, to accom-

plifli it, if it fnall be thought advifable. But If we have

neither powder to bombard with, nor ice to pafs on, we

fliall be in no better fituation than we have been In all the

year :—we (hall be worfc, becaufe their works are ftronger.

I have accounts from Bofton, which I think may be re^

lied on, that g.cneral Clinton, with about four or five hun-

dred men, hath left that place within thefe four days.

Whether this is part of the detachment which was making

up (aS mentioned in my letter of the fourth inftant, and

then at Nantafket) or not, is not in my power to fay. If it

is defigned for New-York or Long-Ifland as fome think,

throwing a body of troops there may prove a fortunate cir-

cumftance. If they go farther fouth agreeable to the con-

jeclures of others, I hope there will be men to receive

tliem.

Nolwithllanding the pofitive aflertlons of the- four cap-

tains
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tains from Portfmouth, noticed in my letter of the four-

teenth, I am now convinced from feveral corroborating cir-

cumftances, ~ the accounts of deferters, and of a lieutenant

Hill, of lord Percy's regiment, who left Ireland the fifth of

November, and was taken by a privateer from Newbury-

port,— that the feventeenth and fifty-fifth regiments are ar-

rived at Boflon, and other troops at Halifax, agreeable lo the

information of Hutchinfon and others. Lieutenant Hill

fays that the tranfports of two regiments only were forced

into Milford Haven.

Coiigrcfs will think me a little remifs, I fear, when I in-

form them that I have done nothing yet towards raifing the

batallion of marines : but I hope to ftand exculpated from

blame, when they hear the reafon, which was, that already

having twenty-fix incomplete regiments, I thought it would

be adding to an expenfe, already great, in officers, to fet

two entire corps of officers on foot, when perhaps we fhould

not add ten men a week by it to our prefent numbers. In

this opinion the general officers have concurred, which in-

duced me to fufpend the matter a little longer.—Our enlift-

ments, for the two laft: weeks, have not amounted to a thou-

fand men, and are diminifhing. The regiment for Canada

(it is thought) will foon be filled, as the men are tochufe all

but their field officers, who are appointed by the court.

On funday evening, thirteen of the Caghnewaga Indians

arrived here on a vifit. I (hall take care that they be fo en-

tertained during their ftay, that they may return imprefled

v/ith fentiments of friendfliip for us, and alfo of our great

ftrength. One of them is colonel Louis, who honored me
with a vifit once before.

I have the honer to be, &c. G. W»

Sir,
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Sir, Cambridge^ Jan. 30, 1776.

YOUR favors of the {ixth and twentieth inftant

I received yefterday, with the feveral refolves of Congrefs

alluded to ; for vihich I teturn you my thanks.

Knowing the great importance Canada will be of to us in

the prefent interefting conteft, and the relief our friends there

Hand in need of, I (hould be happy, were it in my power to

detach a batallion from this camp : but it cannot be done. On
the nineteenth inftant, I had the honor to write to you, which

"will fully convey the refolutions of a council of war, and

the fentiments of the general officers here, as to the pro-

priety and expediency of fending troops from thefe lines,

for the defence of which we have been and now are obliged

to call in the militia ;—to which I beg leave to refer you.

You may reft afi'ured that my endeavors and exertions

(hall not be wanting, to ftimulate the governments of Con-

necticut and New-Hampfliire to raife and forward rein-

forcements as faft as polTible ; nor in any other inftancc

that will promote the expedition.

I fliall, in obedience to the order of Congrefs, though in-

terdicted by general Howe, propofe an exchange of go-

vernor Skene for Mr. Lovell and family, and {hall be happy

to have an opportunity of putting this deferving man (who

has diftinguiflied his fidelity and regard to his country to

be too great for perfecution and cruelty to overcome) in any

poft agreeable to his wifhes and inclination.

I do not know that there is any particular rank annexed

to the office of aide-de-camp. Generally they are captains,

and rank as fuch : but higher rank is often given on ac-

count of particular merit and particular circumftances.

—

Aides to the king have the rank of colonels.—Whether any

diftinclion (hould be made between thofe of your command-

er-in-chief and the other generals, I really know not:—

I

think there ought.

You may rely that Conolly had inflru6tions concealed in

Vol. i. G his
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his faddle. Mr. * * * who was one of lord Dunmore*s

family, and anofher gentleman who wifhes his name not to

be mentioned, faw tliem cafed in tin, put in the tree, and

covered over. He probably has exchanged his faddle, or

withdrew the papers when it was mended, as you conjec-

ture. Thofe that have been difcovered are fufficiently bad ;

but I doubt not of the others being worfe, and containing

more diabolical and extenfive plans. I hope he will be taken

proper care of, and meet with rewards equal to his merits.

I (hall appoint officers in the places of thofe who are in

Cakiada, as I am fully perfuaded they will wifh to continue

tht;re, fof making our concuefl complete in that quarter.—

I wifh their bravery and valor may be attended with the

fmiles of fortune.

It gives me great pleafure to hear of the meafures Con-

grefs are taking for manufa£l:uring powder. I hope their

endeavors will be crowned with fuccefs. I too well know

and regret the want of it. It is fcarcely poflible to defcribe

the dlfadvantages an army mufl labor under, when not pro-

vided with a fufficient fupply of this necelTary. It may

feem ftrange, that, after having received about eleven tons,

added to about five tons which I found here, and no gene-

ral action has happened, we fhould be fo deficient in this

article, and require more But you will pleafe to confider,

that, befides its being in its nature fubje£l to vcafte, and

(wTiiKl tlie men lay in bad tents) unavoidably damaged by

fevere andiieavy rains (which could not have been prevented*

unlefs it had been entirely withdrawn from the men, and an

attack hazarded againfl us without ammunition in their

hands) —the armed vefiels, our own occafional firings, and

fume fmall fupplies I have been obliged to afford the fea-

port tov/ns threatened with deftruclion,—to which may be

added the fupply to the militia, and going off of the old

troops,—have occafioned, and ever w^ill, a large confump-

tion of ir, and wafte, in fpite of all the care in the world.

The king's troops never have iefs than fixty rounds a man

in
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in their poflefiion, independent of their (lores.—To fupply

an army of twenty thoufand men in this manner, would take

near four hundred barrels, allowing nothing for (lores, ar-

tillery, See. i have been always afraid to place more than

twelve or iiftcen rounds a*- a time in the hands of our menj

left, any accident happening to it, we fhould ba left defti-

tute, and be undone. —I have been thus particular, not only

to (hew our poverty, but to exculpate myfelf from even a

fufpicion of unneceflary walle. -^^

I ihall inform the paymafter-general of the refolution of

Congrefs refpe<5ling his draughts, and the mode and account

of them.

The companies at Chelfea and Maiden are and have al-

ways been regimented.—It was not my intenilon to replace

with continental troops the independent companies at Hing-

ham, Weymouth, and Braintree. Thefe places are expofed,

but not more than Cape Ann, Beverly, Salem, Marblehead,

&c, &c, &c.

la it the intention of Congrefs that the officers of the army

fhould pay poftage ?—^They are not exempted by the refolve

of the ninth inftant.

The Congrefs will be pleafed, I have no doubt, to recol-

le6l that the (ive hundred thoufand dollars, now coming,

are but little more than enough to bring us up to the firft

day of this month ; that to-morrow will be the laft of it

;

and, by their refolves, the troops are to be paid monthly.

I wifh it was in my power to furnifh Congrefs with fuch

a general as they defire, to fend to Canada. Since the un-

happy reverfe of our affairs in that quarter, general Schuyler

has informed me, that, though he had thoughts of declining

the f_^rvlce before, he would now ad. My letter of the eleventh

will inform them of general Lee's being at New-York. He
will be ready to obey their orders, (hould they incline to

fend him : but, if I am not greatly deceived, ha or fome

other fpiritcd able oiTicer will be wanted there in the fpring,

if not fooner ; as we have undoubted intelligence chat gen«-

G 2 ral

IT
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tal Clinton has failed with fome troops.—^The reports of

their number are various, from between four and five hun-

dred to nineteen companies of grenadiers and light infantry.

It is alfo imagined that the regiments, which were to fail

the firft of December, are intended for that place or Virgi-

nia.—General Putnam is a mod valuable man, and a fine

executive officer : but I do not know how he would condudl

in a feparate department. He is a younger major-general

than Mr. Schuyler, who, as I have obferved, having deter-

mined tx) continue in the fervice, will, I expert, repair into

Canada,—A copy of my letter to him, on this and other

fubjefts, I inclofe you, as it will explain my motives for not

flopping the regiments from thefe governments.

When captain Cockran arrives, I will give him every af-

fu1:ance in my power, in obedience to the orders of Con-

grefs : but I fear it will be the means of laying up our own
vefTels, as thefe people will not bear the diftindlion. Should

this be the confequence, it will be highly prejudicial to us,

as we fometimes pick up their provifion-veflels, and may

continue to didrefs them in this way.

Laft week captain Manly took a fhip and a brig bound to

Boflon from Whitehaven, with coals chiefly, and fome po-

tatoes, for the army.—I have, for his great vigilance and in-

duftry, appointed him commodore of our little fquadron

;

and he now hoifts his flag on board the fchooner Hancock.

I congratulate you upon the recovery of Smith, and am
exceedingly glad to hear of the meafures Congrefs are taking

for the general defence of the continent. The clouds thick-

en fad :—where they will burft, I know not : but we (liould

be armed at all points.

I have not fucceeded in my applications to thefe govern-

ments for arms. They have returned for aufwer, that they

cannot furnifh any.—Whether I fliall be more lucky in the

laft refource left me in this quarter, I cannot determine,

having not received returns from the officers fent out to

piuchafe of the people. I greatly fear that but very few

will
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will be procured in this way, as they are exceedingly fcarcc*

and but a fmall part of what there are, fit for fervice.

—

When they make their report, you fhall be informed.

The quarter-mafter-general has juft received from gene-

ral Schuyler clothing for the foldiery, amounting to about

feventeen hundred pounds York currency. It has come very

feafonably, as they are in great want, and will contribute

a little to their relief.

Since writing the above, I faw Mr. * * *, and mention-

ing that nothing had been found in the tree of Conolly's fad*

die, he told me there had been a miflake in the matter -, that

the inftruftions were artfully concealed on the two pieces

of wood which are on the mail-pillion of his portmanteau-

faddle ; that, by order of lord Dunmore, he f.iw them con-

trived for the purpofe, the papers put in, and firfl covered

with tin, and over that with a waxed canvas cloth.—He is

fo exceedingly pointed and clear in his information, that I

have no doubt of its being true.—T could wifli tliem to b?

difcovered, as I think they contain fome curious and extras

ordinary plans.

In my letter of the twenty-fourth inftant, I mentioned th^

arrival of thirteen of our Caghnewaga friendt;, They ho-

nored me with a talk to-day, as did three of thi? tribes of the

St. John's and Pafmiquoddi Indians j—^-copies of which I

beg leave to inclofe you.—I fhall write to general Schuyler

refpeding the tender of fervice made by the former, and not

to call for their alTiftance, unlefs he (hall at any time want

it, or be under the necefTity of doing it to prevent their

taking the fide of our enemies.

I had the honor of writing you on the nineteenth of Not

vember, and then I informed you of having engaged two

perfons to go to Nova- Scotia on the bufinefs recommended

in your letter of the tenth ; and alfo that the {late of the

army would not then admit of a fu$cient force being fent,

for carrying into execution the views of Congrefs refpe£l-

iiig the dock-yards, &c. 1 would now beg leave to

G 3 mention.
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mention, that, if the perfons, fent for information, fiiould

report favorably of the expediency and practicability of the

meafure, it will not be in my power to detach any men from

thefe lines : the fituation of bur affairs will not allow it.—

I

think it would be advifable to raife them in the eaftern

parts of this government. If it is attempted, it muft be by

people from the country.—A colonel * * * and a captain

* * * have been with me :— they think the men necefiary

may be eafily engaged there, and the meafure practicable :

—

provided there are not more than two hundred Britifli troops

at Halifax, they are willing and ready to embark in the matter,

upon the terms mentioned in their plan, which I inclofe

you. I would wifh you to advert to the confiderations in-

ducing them to the expedition, as I am not without appre-

henfion, (hould it be undertaken upon their plan, that the

innocent and guilty will be involved in one common ruin.—

I prefume they do not expefl to receive more than the fivd

or ten thoufand pounds mentioned in their fcheme, and to

be at every expenfe.— If we had men to fpare, it might be

undertaken for lefs than either, I conceive.—Perhaps, if

Congrefs do not adopt their propofition, they will undertake

to raife men for that particular purpofe, who may be dif-

banded as foon as it is effeCted, and upon the fame terms

that are allowed the continental troops in general.—Waat-

ever may be the determination of Congrefs upon the fubjedt,

you will plcafe to communicate it to me immediately : for

the feafon mod favorable for the enterprlfe is advancing

faft ; and we may expe£l in the fpring, that there will be

more troops there, and the meafure be more difhcu-lt to exe-»

cute.—I have the honor to be, &c. G. W,

Sir, Cambridge, Feb. 9, 1776.

THE purport of this letter will be direCted to a fingle

objcCl :—through you, I mean to lay it before Congrefs ;

and— at the fame time that I beg, their ferious attention to

the
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the fubjeft,— to aOv pardon for intruding an opiniori, not

only unaflced, but, in fome meafurej repugnant to their re-

folves.

The difadvantages attending the limited enliftment of

troops are too apparent to thofe who are eye-witnefits of

them, to render any animadverfions neeeflary : but to gen-

tlemen at a diflauce, whofe attenrion is engrolTed by a thou-

fand important objedls, the cafe may be otherwife.

That this- caufe precipitated the fate of the brave and

much-to-be-lamented general Montgomery, and brought on

the defeat which followed thereupon, I have not the moft

diftant doubt :—for, had he not been apprchenfive of the

troops leaving him at fo important a crifis, but continued

the blockade of Quebec, a capitulation (from the beil ac-

counts I have been able to coilecl) mufh inevitably have fol-

lowed. And tliat we were not at one time obliged to dif-

pute thefe lines under difadvantageous circumftances (pro-

ceeding from the fame caufe, to wit, the troops difbanding

of themfelves before the militia could be got in), is to me a

matter of wonder and aftonilhment j and proves that gene-

ral Howe was either unacquainted with our fituation, or

reftrained by his inflructions from putting any thing to a

hazard till his reinforcements fhould arrive.

The inftance of general Montgomery—(I mention it, be-

caufe it is a fliiking one ;—for a number of others migiit

be adduced)— proves, that, inftead of having men to take

advantage of circumfcances, you are in a manner compelled,

right or wrong, to make circumftances yield to a fecondary

confideration. Since the firil of December, I have been de-

viling every means in my power to fecure thefe encamp-

ments; and, though I am fenfible that we never have, fince

that period, been able to a£l upon the ofFenfive, and at times

not in a condition to defend, yet the coft of marching home

one fet of men,—bringing in another,—the havoc and wafte

occafioned by che firft,—the repairs necefTary for the fecond,

•—W'ith a thoufand incidental charges and inconveniences

.

G 4 which
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which have arifen, and which it is fcarce poflible either to

recolIe£l or defcribe,—amount to near as much, as the keep-

ing up a refpeftable body of troops the whole time, ready

for any emergency, would have done.—To this may be

added, that you never can have a well-difciplined army.

To bring men well acquainted with the duties of a foldier,

requiies time. To bring them under proper difcipline and

fubordination, not only requires time, but is a work of great

difficulty, and, in this army where there is fo little diftinc-

tion between the officers and foldiers, requires an un-

common degree of attention. To expert then the fame

fervice from raw and undifciplined recruits as from veteran

foldiers, is to expect what never did and perhaps never will

happen. Men who are familiarifed to danger meet it with-

out fhrinking ; whereas thofe who have never feen fervice

often apprehend danger where no danger is. Three things

prompt men to a regular difcharge of tl.eir duty in time of

a6tion,—natural bravery,—hope of reward,- and fear of

punlfliment. The two firll; are common to the untutored

and the difciplined foldier : but the latter mod obvioufly

diftinguiflies the one from the other. A coward, when

t.tught to believe, that, if he breaks his ranks and abandons

his colors, he will be puniflied with death by his own

party,—will take his chance agalnfl: the enemy : but a man

who thinks little of the ons, and is fearful of the other, ads

from prefent feelings, rcgardlefs of confequences.

Again, men of a day's (landing will not look forward :

and from experiencc-we tlnd, that, as the time approaches

for their difcharge, they grow carelefs of their arms, ammu-

nition, camp utenfils, &:c. Nay even the barracks them-

felves have felt uncommon marks of wanton depredation,

and lay us under frefii trouble and additional expenfe in

providing for every frefli fet, when we find it next to im-

nolTible to procure fuch articles as are abfoluteiy nccefTary

in the fird initance. To this may be added the feafoning

nhich new recruits mull have to a camp, and tlie lofs con-

fequent
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fequent thereupon. But this is not all. — Men, engaged for

a fhort limited time only, have the officers too much in their

power : for, to obtain a degree of popularity in order to in-

duce a fecond enliflmentj a kind of familiarity takes place,

which brings on a relaxation of difcipline, unlicenfed fur-

loughs, and other indulgences incompatible with order and

good government ; by which means, the latter part of the

time for which the foldier was engaged is fpent in undoing

what you were aiming to inculcate in the firft.

To go into an enumeration of all the evils we have expe-

lienced in this late great change of the army, and the ex-

penfes incidental to it,—to fay nothing of the hazard we

have run, and muft run, between the difcharging of one

army and enliftment of another, unlefs an enormous ex-

penfe of militia is incurred,—would greatly exceed the

bounds of a letter. What I have already takep thp liberty

of faying will ferve to convey a general idea of the matter j

and therefore I fh^ll, with all due deference, take the free-

4om to give it as my opinion, that, if the Congvefs have

any reafon to believe that there will be occafion for troops

another year, and confequently of another enliftment, they

would fave money, and have infinitely better troops, if they

were, even at a bounty of twenty, thirty, or more dollars, to

engage the men already enliflcd (fill January next), and fuch

others as may be wanted to complete the eftablifhment, for

and during the war. I will not undertake to fay that the

men can be had upon thefe terms : but I am fatished that it

will never do, to let the matter alone, as it was laft year,

till the time of fervice was near expiring. The hazard is

too great in' the firft place ;—in the next, the trouble and

perplexity of dilbanding one army and raifmg another at the

fame inftant, and in fuch a critical fituation as the laft was,

is fcarcely in the power of words to defcribe, and fuch a5

no man, who has experienced it once, will ever undergo

again.

If Congrefs fhould differ fro.ii me in fentiment upon this

point,
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point, I have only to beg that they will do me the juflice to

believe, that I have nothing more in view than what to mc
appears neceifary to advance the public weal, although in the

firft indance it will bs attended with a capital expenie ;

—

and that I have the honor to be, &c. G. W.

Sir, Cambridge, Feb. 9, 1 7 76.

IN compliance with the refolves of Congrefs, I have

applied to general Howe for the exchange of Mr. Lovell. A
copy of niy letter, and his anfwer thereto, you have in-

clofcd.

Captain Watters and captain Tucker, who command two

of the armed fchooners, have taken and fent into Glocefter a

large brigantine, laden with wood, a hundred and fifty butts

for water, and forty fuits of bedding, bound from La Have

in Nova-Scotia, for Bofton. She is one of the tranfports in

the miniilerial fervice. The captain fays that he was at Ha-

lifax, the feventcenth of January, and that general INIafiey

was arrived there with two regiments from Lxland.

The different prizes were all libelled immediately on the

receipt of the refolves of Congrefs pointing out the mode; but

none of them yet brought to trial, owing to a difference be-

tween the law palled in this province, and the refolutions of

Congrefs. The general court are making an amendment to

their law, by Vv'hicli the dilTiculties that now occur will be

removed, as I underftand it is to be made conformable to

your refolves. The unavoiciable delay attending the bring-

ing the captures to trial is grievoufly complained of by the

mailers ofthcfe veiTels, as well as the captors. Many of the

former have applied for liberty to go away without waiting

the decilion,—v/hich 1 have granted them.

1 beg leave to recall the attention of Congrefs to their ap-

pointing a ccmmilfary in thefe parts, to attend the providnig

of ncccirarres for the prifoners who arc difperfed in thel'e

piovinces. Complaints are made by fome of them, that they

arc
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are in want of bedding and many other things. As I ;„i_

derftand that Mv. Franks has undertaken that bufniefs, I

•wifli he was ordered to fend a deputy immediately to fee tiiat

the prifoners get what is aUowed them by Congrefs ; alfo to

fupply the orTicers with money as they may have occaiion.

It would fave me much time and pnuch trouble.

There are yet but few companies of the militia come In.

This delay will, I am much afraid, fruflrate the intention

of their being called upon, as the feafon is Hipping fad away

when they miay be of fervice.

The demands of the army were fo very prefling before,

your laft remittance came to hand, that I was under the ne-

ceflity of borrowing twenty-five thouflmd pounds lawful m.o-

ney from this province. They very cheerfully lent it, and

paired a vote for as niuch more, if required, i liave not

repaid the fum borro'A'ed, as I may Hand in need of it before

the arrival of another fupply, which the demands of the

commifTary-general, quartermafter-general, and p.iying off

the arrearages, will very foon require.

Your efteemed favor of tlie twenty-ninth ultimo is juft

come to hand. It makes me very happy to find ixjy cun-

du£l hath met the approbation of Congrefs. I am entirely

of your opinion, that, fliould an accommodation take place,

the terms will be fevere or favoiablc in proportion to our

ability to refifl, and that we ought to be on a rcfptctable

footing to receive their armaments In the fpring. But how

far we fliall be provided with the means, is a matter I pro»

ft-fs not to knovv-, under my prcfent unliappy want of armp,

ammunition, and, 1 m^y add, men,—as our regiments are

very in' omplete. The recruiting goes on very {lew, and

v ill, I apprehend, be more fo, if for other fervice rlie men

receive a bounty, and none is given here.

I have tried every, method I could think of, to procure

arms for our men. They really arc not to be had in thefe

gr.vtrnmcnts (belonging to the public) ; and if fon)e method

js not fallen upon, in the fouthern goS"ernment.s, to fup; !y
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us, we fliall be in a diftrefled fituation for want of them.

There are near two thoufand men now in camp without fire-

locks.— I have wrote to the committee of New-York this

day, requefting them to fend me thofe arms which were

taken from the difaffecled in that government. The Con-

grefs interefting themfelves in this requeft will doubtlefs have

a good efFe£l. I have fent officers into the country, with

jnoney to purchafe arms in the different towns. Some have

returned, and brought in a few :—many are flill out :—what

their faccefs will be, I cannot determine.

I was in great hopes that the exprell'es, refolved to be

eftabliflied between this place and Philadelphia, would ere

now have been fixed. It would, in my opinion, rather fave

than increafe the expenfe ; as many horfes are deftroyed by

one man coming the whole way. It will certainly be more

expeditloivs, and fafcr, than writing by the pofl: or private

jhands, which I am often under the necelljty of doing.

J am, witli great refpe£l:, &c. G. W,

8iR, CambridgeJ Fch> 9, 1776.

I BEG leave to inform you, at the requeft of the

commitice of pay-table of the colony of Connecticut, that

I have not advaiKcdj to any of tlie regiments from that go-

vernment, any money except the fum of feven thoufand

one hundrtd and feventy-two dollars and one-ninth on the

twentieth q\ November lafl to nuijor general Putnam, for

tlie tlurtv-fcuitl^ rejjiment under his command. I fhould

liave paid them in tlie fame manner I did the refl of the

army, had I not been prevented by the colonels, who ex-

prtiTcd their iijcHnation to receive tlie whole at once upon

tiieir return home at the expiration of fervlre, as was culto-

mary in their colony. For this reafon, I never included

them in my cflh-natcs of money, and have made no provifion

for tiieir payment, always imagining that whatever payments

the coloiiy made them, Congrefs v/ould apply to their credit
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in the general account againft the United Colonies, or re-

fund upon application.

I have the honor to be, &c, G. W.

Sir, CarnhndgCy Feb. 14, 1776,

THROUGH you, I beg leave to lay before Con-

grefs the inclofed letter from lord Drummond to general Ro-

bertfon, which came to my hands a few days ago in order

to be fent into Bofton.

As I never heard of his lordihip being vefted with power

to treat with Congrefs upon the fubje£l: of our grievances,

nor of his having laid any propofitions before them for an

accommodation, I confefs it furprifed me much, and led me
to form various conjectures of his motives, and intended ap-

plication to general Howe and admiral Shuldham for a pafP

port for the fafe-conducl of fuch deputies as Congrefs might

appoint for negotiating terms of reconciliation between Great

Britain and us.—Whatever his intentions are, however be-

nevolent his defigns may be, I confefs that his letter has em-

barrafled me much j and I am not without fufpicion of its

meaning more than the generous purpofes it profelTes. I

fhould fuppofe, that, if the mode for negotiation, which he

points out, fliould be adopted (which I hope will never be

thought of), it ought to have been fixed and fettled previous

to any application of this fort ; and at beft, that his conduct in

this inftance is premature and o-iicious, and leading to cou-

fequences of a fatal and injurious nature to the lights of this

country. His zeal and defire perhaps of an amicable and

conftitutional adjuftment's taking place may have fuggcfted

and precipitated the meafare. Be that as it may, I thought

it of too much importance, to fuffer it to go in without

having the exprefs diredlion of Congrefs for that purpofc
;

and that it was my indlfpenfable duty to tranfmit them tlie

original, to make fuch interpretations and inferences as they

may think right.

3 MeiTrs.



94 GENERAL WASHINGTON'S

Meffi's. Willard and Child, who were fent to Nova-Scotia

in purfuance of the refolve of Congrefs, have juil returned,

and made their report, which I do myfelf the honor to in-

clofe you. They have not anrwcved the purpofes of then*

commiffion by any means, as they only went a little way into

that country, and found their inteliigence upon the informa-

tion of others. You will fee the reafons they afllgn in ex-

cufe or j unification of their condu£l, in the report itfelf.

Lalt night a party of regulars, faid to be about five hun-

dred, landed on Dorchefler neck, and burned fome of the

houfes there, which were of no value to us ; nor would they

have been, unlefs we take poft there : they then might be of

fome fervice. A detachment went after them as foon as the

fire was difcovered : but, before it could arrive, they had exe-

cuted their plan, and made their retreat.

Inclofed is a letter for David Franks efquire, from Mr.

Chamler in Bofton, upon the fubje6l of vi6lualling fuch of the

king's troops as may be prifoners within the limits of his

contrail-, which I beg the favor of you to deliver him, and

that proper agents may be appointed by him, to fee that it

is done. I could wifh, too, that Congrefs would fall upoa

fonic mode for fupplying the officers v/ith fuch money as

tliey may really {land in need of, and depute proper per-

fons lor that purpofe, and furnifliing the privates with fuch

clothing as may be abfolutely neceflary. I am applied to,

and wearied by their repeated requefts. In fome inflances

I have defired the committees to give the prifoners within

their appointments what thoy fiiould judge abfolutely ne-

ceflary for their fuppovt,— as tlie only means in my power of

relieving their diilrefs. But I imagine, that, if there were

j)t rfons to fuperintend this bufinefs, their wants would be

better attended to, and many exorbitant charges prevented

and favcd to the continent \ and the whole would then be

bvought into a proper account.

I am, fir, with great eileem, &c. G. W.
V S. i lend a ivturn of the ilrength of the reglnientfi.

S giR,
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Sir, Cambridge-, Feh. 18, 1776.

THE late freezing weather having formed fome

pretty (Irong ice from Dorchefter point to Bofton neck, and

from Roxbury to the Common, thereby aiFording a more ex-

panded and confequently a iefs dangerous approach to the

town, I could not help thinking,—notwithftanding the mi-

litia were not all come in, and we had little or no powder to

begin our operation by a regular cannonade or bombard-

ment,— that a bold and refolute affault upon the troops in

Bofton with fuch men as we had (for it could not take many

men to guard our own lines at a time when the enemy were

attacked in all quarters) might be crowned with fuccefs

:

and therefore, feeing no certain profpe£t of a fupply of

powder on the one hand, and a certain diflblution of the ice

on the other, I called the general officers together, for their

opinion, agreeably to the refolve of Congrefs, of the twenty-

fecond cf December.
The refult will appear In the Inclofed council of war i

and, being almoft unanimous, I muft fuppofe it to be right

;

although, from a thorough conviftion of the neceflicy of at-

tempting fomething agaiuft the minifterial troops before a

reinforcement fliould arrive, and while we were favored

with the ice, I was not only ready, but willing, and defirous

of making the aflauk, under a firm liope (if the men would

have ftood by me) of a favorable iflue, notwithftanding the

enemy's advantage of ground, artillery, &c.

Perhaps the irkfomenefs of my iituation may have given

different ideas to me, than thofe which influenced the gentle-

men I confulted, and might have inclined me to put more

to the hazard, than was confiftent with prudence :—if it had,

I am not fenfible of it, as I endeavored to give it all the

eonfideration that a matter of fuch importance required.

True it is, and I cannot help acknowledging, that I have

many difagreeable fenfations on account of my fituation

:

for.
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for, to have the eyes of the whole continent fixed with anxi-

ous expectation of hearing of fome great event,—and to be

reftrained in every military operation, for want of the nc-

ceflary means of carrying it on,—is not very pleafing,efpecially

as the means, ufed to conceal my weaknefs from the enemy,

conceal it alfo from our friends, and add to theif wonder.

I do not utter this by way of complaint. I am fenfible

that all that the Congrefs could do, they have done ; and I

^ould feel moft powerfully the weight of confcious ingrati-

tude, were I not to acknowledge this. But as we have ac-

counts of the arrival of powder in captain Mafon, I Would

beg to have it fent on in the moft expeditious manner

:

otherwife we not only lofe all chance of the benefits refult-

ing from the feafon, but of the militia, who are brought in

at a moft enormous expenfe, upon a prefumption that we

fhould, long ere this, have been amply fupplied with powder,

under the contradls entered into with the committee of

Congrefs.

The militia, contrary to an exprefs requifition, are come

and coming in without ammunition. To fupply them alone

with twenty-four rounds (which is lefs, by three fifths

than the regulars are ferved with) will take between fifty and

fixty barrels of powder; and to complete the other troops to

the like quantity, will take near as much more, and leave ia

ftore not more than about fixty barrels, befides a few rounds

of cannon cartridges ready filled for ufe. This, fir, Con-

grefs may be aflured, is a true ftate of our powder, and will,

I hope, bear fome teftimony of my incapacity for a£lion in

fuch a way as may do any eflential fervice.

February 21. When I began this letter, I propofed to

have fcnt it by exprefs. But recolle£ling that all my late

letters have been as exprcflive of my want of powder and

arms as I could paint them, and that Mr. Hooper was to fet

OiTiu a day or two, I thought it unnecefiary to run the con-

tinent to the expenfe of an exprefs, merely to repeat what I

had
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had fo often done before, when I am certain that Congrefs,

knowing our neceffities, will delay no time that can pofTibly

be avoided in fapplying them.

My duty is olFered to Congrefs ; and, with great refpe6l

and efleem, I have the honor to be, &c. G. W.
P. S. Hearing of/ the arrival of a fmall parcel of powder

in Connefticut, I have been able to obtain three thoufand

weight of it, which is in addition to the fixty barrels before

mentioned.

Sir, Cambridge^ Feb. 26, 1776.

I KAD the honor of addreffing you on the eighteenth

and twenty-firlt inflant, by Mr. Hooper; fmce which, no-

thing material has occurred.

We are making every necefTary preparation for raking polTef-

fion of Dorchefler heights as foon as poffible, with a view of

drawing the enemy out. How far our expectations may be

anfwered, time only can determine : bur I fhould think, if any

thing will induce them to hazard an engagement, it will be

our attempting to fortify thefe heights ; as, on that event's

taking place, we {hall be able to command a great part of the

town and almoft the whole harbor, and to make them ra-

ther difagreeable than otherwife, provided vi'e can get a fuf-

ficient fupply of what we greatly want.

Within thefe three or four days, I have received fundry

accounts from Boflon, of fuch inovements there,— (fuch as

taking the mortars from Bunker's hill,—the putting them,

with feveral pieces of heavy ordnance, on board of fliip,

with a quantity of bedding,—the fhips all taking in water,

—

the baking a large quantity of bifcuit,— &c,)— as to indicate

an embarkation of the troops from thence. A Mr. Ides, who

came out yefterday, fays that the inhabitants of the town

generally believe that they are about to remove either to

New-York or Virginia, and that every veflel in the harbor

on tuefday laft was taken up for government's fervice, and

Vol. L H two
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two months' pay advanced them. Whether they really m*

tend to embark, or whether the whole is a feint, is impoffible

for me to tell. However I have thought it expedient to fend

an exprefs to general Lee, to inform him of it— (in order

that he may not be taken by furprife, if their deftination

fhould be againfl New-York),—and continued him on to

you. If they do embark, I think the pofTefBng themfelves of

that place, and of the North river, is the objedl they have

in vievi^, thereby fecuring the communication with Canada,

and rendering the intercourfe between the northern and

fouthern United Colonies exceedingly precarious and diffi-

cult. To prevent them from effe^ling their plan, is a mat-

ter of the higheft importance, and will require a large and

refpefiable army, and the moll vigilant and judicious ex-

ertions.

Since I wrote by Mr. Hooper, fome fmall parcels of pow-

der have arrived from Connedlicut, which will give us a little

afiiftance.

On thurfday night a party of our men at Roxbury made

the enemy's out-centries, confiding of a corporal and two

privates, prifoners, without firing a gun or giving the lealt

alarm.

I ihall be as attentive to the enemy's motions as I can, and

obtain all the intelligence in my power ; and, if I find them

embark, (hall in the moft expeditious manner detach a part

of the light troops to New- York, and repair thither myfelf

if circumftances fhall require it. I fhali be better able to

judge what to do, when the matter happens. At prefent, I

can only fay that I will do every thing that fhall appear pro-

per and necefiary.

Your letter of th^ twelfth inftant, by colonel Bull, came
to hand yefterday evening :. and I fliall, agreeable to your

recommendation^ pay proper notice to him.—The fupply

of cafir came very feafonably, as our treafury was jud ex-

haufled, and nothing can be done ]iere without it.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W,
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P. S. This M'-as intended to have been fent by exprefs j

but meeting with a' private opportunity, the exprefs was

countermanded.

Sir, Camhridge^ Alarch 7, 1776,

ON the twenty-fixth ultimo I had the honor of addrefi-

ing you, and then mentioned that we were making prepara-

tions for taking pofTefllon of Dorchefter heights.—I now beg

leave to inform you, that, a council of general officers hav-

ing determined a previous bombardment and cannonade ex-

pedient and proper, in order to harrafs the enemy and divert

their attention from that quarter,—on faturday, funday, and

riionday nights laft, we carried them on from our polls at

Coble-hill, Leechmore'spoinr, and Lam's-dam. Whether

they did the enemy any confiderable and what injury, I have

not yet heard, but have the pleafure to acquaint you that they

greatly facilitated our fchemes, and would have been attended

with fuccefs equal to our mod fanguine expectations, had it

not been for the unlucky burfting of two thirteen, and three

ten-inch mortars, among which was the brafs one taken in

the ordnance brig. To what caufe to attribute this misfor-

tune, I know not,—whether to any defe£l in them, or to the

inexperience of the bombardiers. But to return,— on mon-

day evening, as foon as our firing commenced, a confider-

able detachment of our men, under the command of briga-

dier-general Thomas, crofled the neck, and took pofTefiion of

the two hills, without the leaft interruption or annoyance

from the enemy ; and by their great a£iivlty and induftry,

before the morning, advanced the works fo far as to be fe-

cure againft their fhot. They are now going on with fuch

expedition, that in a little time I hope they will be complete,

and enable our troops ftationed there to make a vigorous and

obftinate (land. During the whole cannonade^ which was

inceflant the lad two nights, we were fortunate enough to

lofe but two men,—one^ a lieutenant, by a cannon ball's

H 2 taking
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taking of}' his thigh,—the other, a private, by the explofion

of a fliell, which alio {lightly wounded four or five more.

Our taking pofTeffion of Dorchefter heights is only prepa-

ratory to taking pod on Nuke-hill, and the points oppofite

the fouth end of Boilon. It was abfolutely neceilliry that

the? fnould be previoufly fortified, in order to covsr and com-

mand them. As foon as the works on the former are finifii-

ed and complete, meafures will be immediately adopted for

fecuring the LULer, and making them as ftrong and defenfi-

ble as we, can. Their eontiguitv to the enemy will make

tlicm of much importance, and of great fervice to us.

As mjrtars are efiential, and indifpeniably neceflary for

c; rry.ng on our operations, and for ihe profccution of our

plans, I have applied to two furnaces to have fome th.irtecn-

inch ones cad with all expedition imaginable, and am en-

couraged to hope, from the accounts I have had, that they

will be able to do it. When tlicy are done, and a proper

fupply of powder obtained, 1 flatter myfelf> from the polls

we have juft taken and are about to take, that it will be in

our power to force the mir.iRerial troops to an. attack, or to

diipcie of them in lome way that will be of advantage to us.

I thip.k from thefe pods they will be fo gailed and annoyed,

that they mud either give us battle or quit their prefent

poflelTions. I am refolve^l thai notliing on my part iliail be

wanting, to efFeft the one or iliC other.

It having been the general opinion that the enemy would

attempt to difiodge our people from the hills, and force their

works as foon as they were dilcovtred, v/hich probably might

have brought on a general engagement,— it was thought ad-

vifable that the honorable coun.cil fliould be applied to, to or-

der in the militia from the neighboring and adjacent towns.

I wrote to them on the fubject, whicii they mod readily com-

pUed with : and, in jullice to the militia, I cannot but in-

form you that they came in at the appointed time, and mani-

feded the greated alevinefs, and determined refolution to

h^ve a6led like men engaged in the caufe of freedom.

Wlien
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When the enemy firft difcovered our works i:i the morn-

ing, they feemed to be in great confufion, and, from their

movements, to have intended an attack'. It is much to be ,

wifhed that it had been made : the event, I think, muft have

been fortunare, and nothing lefs than fuccefs and victory on

our fide, as our ofacers and men appeared impatient for the

appeal, and to have polTeffed the mod animated fentiments

and determined refolution.

On tuefday evening a confiderable number of their troops

embarked on board of their tranfports, and fell down to the

caftle, where part of them landed before dark. One or two

of the veffels got a-ground, and were iired at by our people

with a field-piece, but v/ithout any damage.—\Vhat was the

dcfign of tliis embarkation and landing, J have not been abk

to learn. It would feem as if they meant an attack ; for it is

moft probable, that, if they make one on our wor]:s at Dor-

chefter at this time, they will fiift go to the caftle, and conie

from thence. If fuch was their defign, a violent ftorm that

•night, and which iafted till eight o'clock the next day, ren-

dered the execution of it imprailicable. It carried one cr

two of cheir vefieb a-ihore, which h.ave fmce got off".

In cafe the minifterial troops had made an attempt to dif-

lodge our men from Dorcheiler hiils, and the number de-

tached upon the occafion had been fo great as to have afford-

ed a probablUty of a fuccefsful attack's being made upon

Boilon,—on a fignal given from Roxbury for that purpofc,

agreeable to a fettled and concerted plan, four ihoufand

chofen men, who were held in readinefs, were to have em-

barked at the mouth of Cambridge river, in two divifions,

the firfl under the command of brigadier-general SuHivan,

the fccond under brigadier-general Greene,— the whole to

have been commanded by major-general Putnam. The firfh

divifion was to land at the powder-houfe, and gain poffefiion

of Beacon-hill and Mount-Horam,— the fecond at Barton's

point or a little fouth of it, and, after fecuring that poll, to

join the other divifion, and force the enemy's gates and

H 3 v/orks
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works at the neck, for letting In the Roxbury troops. Three

fioating batteries were to have preceded, and gone in front

of the other boats, and kept up a heavy fire on that part of

the town where our men were to land.

How far our views would have fucceeded, had an oppor-

tunity oiftired for attempting the execution, is impolTible for

me to fay :- nothing lefs than experiment could determine

with precifion. The plan was thought to be well digefted

;

und, as far as I could judge from the cheerfulnefs and ala-

crity which difllnguiflied the officers and men who were to

engage in the enterprife, I had reafon to hope for a favor-

able and happy Iffue.

The militia who were ordered in from the adjacent towns

brou-'ht with them three days' provifion. They were only

called upon to acl under the idea of an attack's bting Im-

jnediately made, and were all difcharged this afternoon.

I beg leave to remind Congrefs that three major-generals

are cfTentlal and neceiTary for this army, and that, by ge-

neral Lee's being called from hence to the command in

panada, the left divlfion is without one. I hope they will

fill up the vacancy by the appointment of another. Cene-

yal Thomas is the fir ft brigadier, (lands fair in point of re-

putation, and is elleemed a brave and good officer. If he

is promoted, there will be a vacancy in the brigadier-gene-

rals, which it will be neceffiiry to fupply by the appoint-

ment of fome other gentleman that ffiall be agreeable to

Congrefs : but juftice requires me to mention that William

Thompfon, efquirc, of the riile regiment, is the iiril colonel

^n this department, and, as far as 1 have had an opportunity

of judging, is a good officer and a man of courage. What I

have faid of thefe two gentlemen, I conceived to be my duty,

^t the fame time acknowledging, whatever promotions are

made wdll pe fatisfa6lory to me.

March 9. Yefterday evening, a captain Irvine, who

efcaped from Bofton the night before with fix of his crew,

came to liead quarters, and gayc the following intelli-

gence f ^
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gcnce :
—" That our bombardment and cannonade caufcd a

great deal of furprife and alarm in town, as many of the fol-

diery faid they never heard or thought we had mortars or

fliells ;—that feveral of the ofBcers acknowledged they were

well and properly directed »—that they made much diflrefs

and confuiion j—that the cannon-fhot, for the greatefl part,

went through the houfes ; and he was told that one took off

the legs and arms of fix men lying in the barracks on the

neck *,—that a foldier, who came from the lines there on

tuefday morning, informed him that twenty men had been

wounded the night before ;— (It was reported that others

were alfo hurt, and one of the light-horfe torn to pieces by

the explofion of a fhell : this was afterwards contradicled
:)— that, early on tuefday morning, admiral Shuldham,

difcovering the works our people were throwing up on Dor-

chefter heights, immediately fent an exprefs to general Howe,

to inform him that it was neceflary they fliould be attacked

and diflodged from thence, or he would be under the neccf-

fity of withdrawing the fliips from the harbor, which were

under his command ;—that preparations were direclly made

for that purpofe, as it was faid ; and, from twelve to two

o'clock, about three thoufand men embarked on board the

tranfports, which fell down to the caftle with a defign of land-

ing on that part of Doixheller next to it, and attacking our

works on the heights at five o'clock next m.orning ;— chat

lord Percy was appointed to command ;—that it was gene-

rally believed the attempt would have been made, had it not

been for the violent ftorm which happened that night, as I

have mentioned before •,—that he heard feveral of the pri-

vates, and one or two fergeants, fay as they were embark-

ing, that it would be another Bunker 's-hill affair."

He further informs " that the army is preparing to

leave Bolton, and that they will do it in a day or two ;—

.

that the tranfports neceilary for their embarkation were

getting ready with the utmoft expedition ;— that there had

been great movements and confufion among the troops, the

H 4 night
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iiight and day preceding his coming out, in hurrying down

their cannon, artillery and other ftores, to the wharfs, with

the utmoil precipitation 5 and tliey were putting them on

board the fliips in fuch hafte, that no account or memoran-

d.am was taken of them ;—that .mofi: of the cannon w^ere

removed from their works, and embarked or embarking j—

•

that he heard a woman fay, whom he took to be an cfiicer's

wife, that fhe had fecn men go under the ground at the

lines on the neck, without returning ; — that the fliip he

commanded was taken up, places fitted, and fitting, for of-

ficers to lodge, and feveral fhot, ihells, and cannon, already

on board ;—that the tories were to have the liberty of going

where they pleafe, if they can get feamen to man the veiTels,

of v/hom there was a great fcarcity ;— that, on that ac-

count, many veiTeis could not be carried away, and would

be burned •,—that many of the inhabitants apprehended the

town would be deftroyed ; and that it was generally thought

their deftination is Halifax."

The account given by captain Irvine, as to the embarka-

tion, and their being about to leave the town, I believe true.

There are other circumftances corroborating ; and it feems

fully confirmed by a paper figned by four of the felect-men

of the town (a copy of which I have the honor to inclofe

you), which was brought out yefterday evening by a flag,

and delivered to colonel Learned, by major BafTct of the

tenth regiment, who defired it might be delivered me as

foon as poiTible. I advifed with fuch of the general officers

upon the occafion as I could immediately aflemble j and we
determined it right (as it wds not addreiTed to me or any

one elfe, nor authenticated by the fignature of general

Howe, or any other a£l obliging him to a performance of

the promife mentioned on his part) that I (liould give it no

anfwer; at the fame time, that a letter fliould be returned,

as going from colonel Learned, fignifying his having laid

it before me,—with the reafons aliigned for not anfwering

it.—A copy of this is fent.

To-night
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To-nighc I fliall have a battery thrown up on Nuke-hill

(Dorchefter point) with a defign of afling as clrcumilances

may require ; it being judged advifable to j^rofecute our

plans of fortification, as we intended before this informatioa

from the fcle6i:-men came.

It being agreed on all hands that there is no poflibility of

flopping them in cafe they determine to go,—i fhall order

iook-outs to be kept upon all the head-lands, to dlfcover

their movements and courfe, and moreover dire£i commo-

dore Manly and his little fquadron to dog them, as v/ell for

the fame purpofe as for picking up any of their veilels that

may chance to depart their convoy. From their loading

•with fuch precipitancy, it is prefumable they will not be in

the bed condition for fea.

If the minifterial troops evacuate the town and leave it

ftanding, I have thoughts of taking meafures for' fortifying

the entrance into the harbor, if it fhall be thought proper,

and the fituation of affairs will admit of it.

Notwithftandlng the report from Boilon that Halifax is

the place of their deftination, I have no doubt but that they

are going to the fouthward of this,—and, I apprehend, to

New-York. JNIany reafons lead to this opinion r it is in

fome meafure corroborated by their fending an exprefs Ihip

there, which, on wednefday week, got on fliore and bilged

at Cape-Cod. The difpatches, if written, were deftroy-

ed when Ihe was boarded. She had a parcel of coal, and

about four thoufand cannon-fliot, fix carriage-guns, a fwivel

or two, and three barrels of powder.

I (hall hold the riflemen and other parts of our troops In

readinefs to march at a moment's warning, and govern my
movements by the events that happen, or fuch orders as I

may receive from Congrefs, which I beg may be ample, and

forwarded with all pofiTible expedition.

On the fixth inltant, a flrip bound from London, with

flores for the minifherial army, confifting of coal, porter,

and krouc, fell in v>'ith our armed vcffels, four of them in

company,
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company, and was carried into Portfmouth. She had had a

lonj^ paffage, j\nd of courfe brought no papers of a late date.

The only letters of importance, or in the leaft intereding,

that were found, I have inclofed.

I beg leave to mention to Congrefs that money is much

wanted. The militia from thefe governments, engaged till

ihe iirft of April, are then to be paid : and, if we march

from hence, the e>:penfe u'ill be very confiderable, muft be de-

frayed, and cannot be accompliftied without it. The neceffity

of making the earlieft remittance for thefe purpofes is too

obvious, for me to add more.

When 1 wrote that part of this letter which is antecedent

to this date, I fully expected it would have gone before now

by colonel Bull, not deeming it of fufhcient importance to

fend a fpecial meflenger. But he deferred his return from

time to time, and never fet off till to-day. Thefe reafons I

hope will e^icufe the delay, and be received as a proper apo-

logy for not tranfmitting it fooner.

I have the honor to be, kc. G. W.

Sir, . Camhnage, March iSyl^jS.

IN my letter of the feventh and ninth inflant

offhich I had the honor of addreffing you, I mentioned the

iHtelligence I liad received refpeding the embarkation of the

troops frcna Bollon ; and fully expelled, before this, that

the town would have been entirely evacuated. Although I

have been deceived, and was rather premature' in the opi-

nion I had then formed, I have little reafon to doubt but the

event v/ill take place in a very fhort time, as other accounts

which have come to hand fnicc, of the failing of a great num-

ber of tranfports from the harbor to Nantaflcet road, and many

circumflances correfponding therewith, fecni to confirm and

render it unqueftionable.

Whether the town will be deftroyed, is a matter of much

uncertainty : but it would feem, from the deilru6tion $hey

7 ,
are
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are making of fundry pieces of furniture, of many of their

waggons, carts, &c, which they cannot take with them as it

is faid, that it will not : for, if they intended it, the whole

might be involved in one general ruin.

Holding it of the laft importance in the prefent conteft

that we fhould fecure New-York, and prevent the enemy

from poflefrmg it,—and conjedluring they have views of that

fort, and their embarkation to be for that purpofe,—

I

judged it necelTary, under the fituation of things here, to call

a council of general officers to confuk of fuch meafures as

might be expedient to be taken at this interefting conjunc-

ture of affairs. A copy of the proceedings 1 have the honor

to inclofe you.

Agreeable to the opinion of the council, I fhall detach

the rifle regiment to-morrow, under the command of briga-

dier-general Sullivan, with orders to repair to New-York

with all poffible expedition ;—which will be fucceeded, the

day after, by the other five in one brigade,— they being all

that it was thought advifable.to fend from hence till the

enemy fhall have quitted the town. Immediately upon

their departure, 1 fliall fend forward major-general Putnam,

and follow myfclf with the remainder of the army as foon as

i' have it in my power,—leaving here fuch a number of men

as circumftances may feem to require.

As the badnefs of the roads at this feafon will greatly re-

tard the march of our men, I have, by advice of the general

officers, wrote to governor Trumbull by this exprefs, to ufe

his utm.oft exertions for throwing a reinforcement of two

thoufand men into New-York, from the weftern parts of

Conne61:icut,—and to the commanding officer there, to ap-

ply to the provincial convention or committee of fafety of

New-Jerfey, for a thiouland more for the fame purpofe, to

pppofe the enemy and prevent their getting poffefTion in

cafe they arrive before the troops from hence can get there ;

of which there is a probability, unlefs they are impeded by

contrary v/inds. This msafure, though it may be attended

with
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with eonfiderable expenfe, I fiatter myftlf, wll! meet v.jth

the approbation of Congrefs.—Pail experience, and the Vwxs

in Bollon and on Bofton neck, point out the propriety, and

fuggCil the necefiity of keeping our enemies from gaining

poffeffion and making a lodgement.

Should their deftination be further fouthward, or for Ha-
lifax (as reported in Bofton) for the purpofe of going into

Canada,—the march of our troops to New-York will place

them nearer the fcene of action, and more convenient for

affording fuccours-

We have not taken pofk on Nuke-hill, and fortiiled it,

as mentioned that we fhould, in my laft. On hearing that

the enemy were about to retreat and leave the tov/n, it was

thought imprudent and unadvifable to force them with too

much precipitation, that we might gain a little time, and

prepare for a march. To-morrow evening we fiiail take

pofleffion, uniefs thsy are gone.

As Nev/-York is of fuch importance,—prudence and po-

licy require that every precaution that can be devifed fliould

be adopted, to fruftrate the defigns v.hich the ent-my have'

of polFelung it. To this end I have ordered veffcls to be

provided and held ready at Norwich, for the embarkation

and tranfportation of our troops thither. This I have done

with a view not only of greatly expediting their arrival (as

it will fave feveral days' marching), but alfo that they may
be frefh and fit for intrenching and throwing up worlds of

defence as foon as they get there, if they do not meet the

enemy to contend with ;—for neither of which wou!d they

be in a proper condition after a long and fatiguing march ia

bad roads. If Wallace, with his ihips, fhould be apprifed

of the meafure, and attempt to prevent it by iloppirg up the

harbor of New-London, they can but purfue their march by

land.

You will pleafe to obferve that it is the opinion of the ge-

neral ofFicers, if the enemy abandon the town, that it will be

unneceflary to employ or keep any part of this army for its

defence ;
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defence ; and that I have mentioned, on that event's happen-

ing, I fhall immediately repair to New-York with the remain-

der of the army not now detached, leaving only fuch a num-

ber of men here as circumftances may feem to require. What

I partly allude to, is, that, as it will take a confiderable time

for the removal of fuch a body of men, and the divifions

raufi: precede each other in fuch order as to allow interme-

diate time fufficieni: for them to be covered and provided

for, and many things done previous to the march of tha

whole, for fecuring and forwarding fuch necefiaries as can-

not be immediately carried, and others which it may be pro-

per to keep here,— that directions might be received from

Congrefs refpedling the fame, and as many men ordered to

remain for that and other purpoics, as they may judge pro-

per. I could willi to have their commands upon the fubject,

and in time; as I aiey be under fome degree of embarrafi^

ment as to their viev/s.

Congrefs having been pleafed to appoint colonel Tliomp-

fon a brigadier-general, there is a vacancy for a colonel in

the regiment he commanded, to which I would beg leave to

recommend the lieutenant-colonel Hand. I {h\x\\ alfo take

the liberty of recommending captain Hugh Stephenfon, of

the Virginia riflemen, to fucceed colonel Hand, and to he

V appointed in his place as lieutenant-colonel,—there being

. no major to the regiment fince the promotion of major Ma-

gaw to be lieutenant-colonel of one of the Pennfylvania ba-

taliions, and who is gone from hence. He is, in my opinion^

the fitteft perfon in this army for it, as well as the oldefl:

captain in the fervice, having diHinguiflied himfclf at the

head of a rifle company all the lafl war, and highly merited

ihe approbation of his fuperior ofRcers.

Colonel Adifflin informed me to day of his having receiv-

ed tent-cloths from Mr.Barrell of Philadelphia, to the amount

of feven thoufand five hundred pounds Pennfylvania cur-

rency, and applied for a w^arrant for paym.ent of it. But, as

our fund is low, and many necelTary demands againft it

^ whicli
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which muft be fatisficd,—and our calls for money are and

will be exceedingly great,— I could not grant it, thinking it

might be convenient for payment to be made in Philadelphia,

by your order on the treafury there.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W.

Sir, Head-ShiartcrSy Cambridge^ Ma%ch 19, i//^.

IT is with the greateft pleafure I inform you, that,

on funday laft, the feventeenth inftant, about nine o'clock in

the forenoon, the minifterial army evacuated the town of

Boflon, and that the forces of the United Colonies are now

in adlual pofleffion thereof. I beg leave to congratulate you,

fir, and the honorable Congrefs, on tliis happy event, and

particularly as it v/as effefted without endangering the lives

and property of the remaining unhappy inhabitants.

I have great reafon to imagine their flight was precipitated

by the appearance of a work which I had ordered to be

thrown up laft faturday night on an eminence at Dorchefter

•which lay neared to Bofton neck, called Nuke-hill.

The town, although it has fuffered greatly, is not in fo

bad a (late as I expected to find it ; and I have a particular

pleafure in being able to inform you, fir, that your houfe

has received no damage vv'-orth mentioning. Your furniture

is in tolerable order, and the family picSiures are all left en-

tire and untouched. Captain Cazneau takes charge of the

whole, until he fhall receive further orders from you.

As foon as the minifterial troops had quitted the town,

I ordered a thoufand men (who had had the fmall-pox), un-

der command of general Putnam, to take poflefhon of the

heights, which I fliail endeavor to fortify in fuch a manner

as to prevent their return, fliould they attempt it. But, as

they are ftill in the harbor, I thought it not prudent to march

oiF v/ith the main body of the army until I fhould be fully

fatisfied they had quitted the coaft. T have therefore only

detached five regiments, befides the rifle batallion, to New.-

York,
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York, and fhali keep the remainder here .till all fufpiclon of

their return ceafes.

The fituation in which I found their works evidently dif-

covered that their retreat was made with the grcatcfl preci-

pitation. They have left th^ir barracks ar.d other works of

wood at Bunker's hill, Sec, all ftanding, and have deftroyed

but a fmJlU part of their lines. They have alfo ]cft a,num-
ber of fine pieces of cannon which they firft fpiked ud, alio

a very large iron mortar ; and, as I am informed, they have

thrown another over the end of your wharf. I have employ-

ed proper perfons to drill the cannon, and doubt not I fnall

fave the moft of them.—I am not yet able to procure an

exa<3: lift of all the ftores they have left. As foon as it can

be done, I fhall take care to tranfmit It to you.—From an

cllimate of what the quarter-mafter-general has already dis-

covered, the amount will be twenty-five or thirty thoufand

pounds.

Part of the powder mentioned in yours of the fixth inftant

has already arrived. The remainder I have ordered to be

(topped on tlie road, as we (hall have no occafion for it

here.—^The letter to general Thomas, I immediately fent to

him. He defired leave for three or four days, to fettle fome

of his private affairs ; after which, he will fet out for his

command in Canada.—I am happy that my condud: in in-

tercepting lord Drummond's letter is approved of by Con-

grefs.—I have the honor to be, &c. G. W.

Sir, Cambridge^ March 24, 1 776.

WHEN I had the honor to addrefs you on the nine-

teenth inftant upon the evacuation of the town of Bofton By

tlie minlfterial arm.y, I fully expedled, as their retreat and

embarkation were hurried and precipitate, that, before now,

they would have departed the harbor, and been far in their

pafliige to the place of deftination. But, to my furprife and

^ifappointment, the fleet is ftill in Nanta&et road. The

purpofe
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puvpofe inducing tlieir flay is altogether unknown ; nor can

I fugged any fatisfadory reafon for it. On wednefday

night laft, before the whole of the fleet fell down to Nan-

taiket, they deinolifiied the caflle and houfes belonging to it,

by burning them down, and the fevcral fortifications. They

left a great number of the cannon, but have rendered all of

ihem, except a very few, entirely ufelefs, by breaking off

the trunnions ; and thofe they fpiked up : but they may be

made ferviceable again:—fome are already done.

There are feveral veflels in the docks, v/hich were taken

by the enemy (fome with and others without cargoes), which

different perfons claim as their property and right. Are

they to be reftored to their former owners on making proof

of theit title, or to belong to the continent, as captures

made from tlie eneiny ?— I wifh Congrefs would dire£l a

mode of proceeding againft them, and eftablilh a rule for

decilion : they appear to me to be highly necellary. In like

manner, fome of the cannon which are in Bofton are faid to

have come from the caflle. Supposing them, with thofe re-

maining at the caflle, to have been purchafed by and provided

originally at the expcnfe of this province,—are they now to be

coniidercd to belonging as it, or to the public ? 1 beg leave

to refer the matter to the opinion of Congrefs, and pray

their diredUon how I am to condu£l rcfpe£ting them.

It having been fuggefled to me that there was confider-

able property, &:c, belonging to perfons v^'ho had, from the

firfl of the prefent unhappy con tell, manifefled an unfriendly

and invetevate difpofition, in the town of Boflon, I thought

it prudent to write to the honorable general court upon the

fubje^l, that it might be inquired after and fecured. A copy

of the letter I herewith fend you, and fubmit it to Con-

grefs through you, whether they will not determine how
it is to be difpofed of, and as to the appropriation of the mo-
ney arifing from the fale of the fame.

As foon as the tovvn was abandoned by the enemy, I judged

it advifuble to fecure the feveral heights, left they fliould at-

tempt
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temptto return; and, for this purpofe, have caufed a large and

ftrong work cobe thrown up on Fort-hill, a poll of great import-

ance, as it commands the whole harbor, and, when fortified,

if properly fupported, will greatly annoy any ileet the enemy

may fend againft the town, and render the landing of their

troops exceedingly difficult, if not impra£licable. This

work is almofl done, and in a little time will be complete :

and, that the communication between the town and country

may be free and open, I have 6rdered all the lines upon the

neck to be immediately deftroyed, and the other works on

the fides of the town facing the country, that the inhabit-

ants from the latter may not be impeded, and afforded an

eafy entrance, in cafe the enemy fhould gain pofielFion at

any future time. Thefe matters I conceived to be within the

line of my duty ; of which I advifcd the general court, and

recommended to their attention fuch other meafures as they

might think necefiary for fecuring the tov/n againlt the hof-

tile defigns of the enemy.

I have juft got an inventory of flores and property be-

longing to the cr©wn, which the enemy left in Boflon, at

the caftle, and Bunker's hill,—which I have the honor to

tranfmit you ; and fhall give {lri6l orders that a careful at-

tention be had to any more that may be found. I fhail take

fuch precautions refpe£ling them, that they may be fecure,

and turn to the public advantage, as much as poifible, or

circumftances will admit of.

A Mr. Bulfinch from Bofcon, who adled as clerk to Mr.

, having put into my hands a lift of rations drawn

the faturday before the troops evacuated the town, I have

inclofed it for your infpeclion. He fays, neither the ftaff

Oilicers nor women are included in the lill ; from which it

appears that their number is greater than we had an idea of.

Major-general V/ard and brigader-general Frye are defir-

ous of leaving the fervice, and, for that purpofe, have re-

tjuefted me to lay the matter before Congrefs, that they may

be allowed to refign their commiiTions. The papers contain-

VoL. I. I ing
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ing their applications you will herewith receive. They will

give you a full and more particular information upon the

fubjedl ; and therefore I fhall take the liberty of referring

you to them.

I would mention to Congrefs that the com.miflary of artil-

lery (lores has informed me, that whatever powder has been

fent to this camp has always come without any bill afcertain-

ing the number of cafks or quantity. This, it is probable,

has proceeded from forgetfulnefs or inattention in the per-

fons appointed to fend it, or the negligence of thofe who

brought it, though they have declaimed otherwife, and that

they never had any. As it may in fome meafure prevent

embezzlements (though I do not fufpecl any to have been

made), and tne commiffary will know what and how much

to receive, and be enabled to difcover millakes if any (liould

happen,—I fliould be glad if you will dire6l a bill of parcels

to be always fent in future.

There have been fo many accounts from England, all

r.greeing that commiffioners are coming to America, to pro-

pofe terms for an accommodation, as they fay,—that I am

inclined to think the time of their arrival not very far off.—

If they come to Bofton (which probably will be the cafe if

they come-to America at all) I fliall be under much embar-

rafTment refpedling the manner of receiving them, and the

mode of treatment that ought to be ufed. I therefore pray

that Congrefs will give me direillons, and point out the line

of conduct to be purfued,—whether they are to be confidered

as ambaffadors, and to have a pafs or permit for repairing

through the country to Philadelphia or to any other place,

—

or whether they are to be reftrained in any and what man-

ner.—I fliall anxiouily wait their orders, and, whatever they

are, comply with them literally.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W.

Sir,
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Sir, Cambridge^ March 27, 17)6.

I Received your favor of the eleventh inflant by

faturday-night's poll ; and muft beg pardon for not acknow-

ledging it in my laft of the tw^enty-fourth. The hurry I

was then in occafioned the negledl, and I hope will apologife

for it.

I now beg leave to inform you that I have jufl received in-

telligence, that the whole of the minifterial fleet, befides

three or four {hips, got under way this evening at Nantafket

road, and were Handing out for fea ; in confequence of

which, I (hall detach a brigade of fix regiments immediately

from hence for New-York, under the command of brigadier-

general Sullivan (brigadier-general Heath having gone with

the firft); which will be fucceeded by another in a day or

two ; and diredly after, I ihall forward the remainder of the

army (except four or five regiments which will be left for tak-

ing care of the barracks and public flores, and fortifying the

town, and ere£ling fuch works for its defence as the honor-

able general court may think necefiary)—and follow myfelf.

Apprehending that general Thomas will ftand in need of

fome artillerifts in Canada, I have ordered two companies of

the train to march immediately j and two mortars, with a

quantity of {hells and {hot, to be fent him.—He fet out on

the twenty-firft inllant.

Inclofed you have a copy of the return of ordnance ftores

left in Bofton by the enemy. In it are not included the can-

non left at the callle, amounting to a hundred and thirty-

five pieces, as reported, all of which, except- a very few,

they have deftroyed and rendered ufelefs, by knocking off

the trunnions, and fpiking up.

I beg leave to tranfmit you the copy of a petition from the

inhabitants of Nova-Scotia, brought me by * * * efquire,

mentioned therein, who is now here with an Acadian. From
'this it appears they are in a diilrefled fituatlon ; and, from

Mr. * * * 's account, are exceedingly appreheaUve that they

I 2 will
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U'ill be reduced to the dlfagreeable alternative of talcing up

arms and joining our enemies, or to flee their country, un-

lefs they can be prote£led againft their infults and oppref-

fions. He fays that their committees think many falutary

and valuable confequences would be derived from five or fix

hundred men being fent there, as it would not only quiet

the minds of the people from the anxiety and uneafinefs they

are now filled with, and enable them to take a part in behalf

of the colonies, but be the means of preventing the Indians

(of whom there are a good many) from taking the fide of

government, and the minifterlal troops from getting fuch

fupplies of provifions from thence as they have done.

How far thefe good purpofes would be anfvvered if fuch a

force was fent as they alk for, is impoffible to determine in

the prefent uncertain fiiate of things. For, if the army from

Boilon is going to Halifax (as reported by them before their

departure), that or a much more confiderable force would be

of no avail:—if not, and they pofTefs the friendly difpofition

to our caufe, fuggefted in the petition and declared by Mr.

* * *, it might be of great fervice, unlefs another body of

troops fiiould be fent thither by adminiftration, too power-

ful for them to oppofe. It being a m'atter of fome import-

ance, I judged it prudent to lay it before Congrefs for their

confideration ; and, requefting their dire£lion upon the fub-

jed, fliall only add, if they determine to adopt it, that they

will prefcribe the number to be fent, and whether it is to be

from the regiments which will be left here.—I fhall wait

their declfion, and, whatever it is, v/ill endeavor to have it

carried into execution.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W.

Sir, Hcad-^iartcrSi Cambridge^ April I, 1 776.

THIS letter will be delivered you by * * * efquire,

the gentleman from Nova-Scotia whom I mentioned to you

in mine of the twenty-feventh ultimo. He feemed deOrous

of
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of v/aiting on the honorable Congrefs, hi order to lay be-

fore them the ftate of public affairs, and fituation of the in-

habitants of. that province. And, as it might be in his

power to communicate m;iny things perfonally which could

not be fo well done by letter, I encouraged him in his defign,

and have advanced him fifty dollars to defray his expenfes.

The Acadian accompanies him : and, as they feem to be

folid judicious men, I beg leave to recommend them both to

the notice of Congrefs j— and am moft refpectfully, fir, your

jnoft obedient, &c. G. W,

Sir, Head-Quarters, Cambridge, Jpril Jj 1776.

AN exprefs arrived this morning with a letter from

governor Cooke of Rhode-Ifland, of which the inclofed is

a copy. In confequence of this important intelligence, I

immediately difpatched an exprefs after general Sullivan

who is on his march to Norwich with fix regiments, and

ordered him to file off to Providence, if he fbould be fo de-

fired by governor Cooke, to whom I have wrote on the fub-

jed.

General Greene was to have marched this morning with

five more regiments, by way of Providence. I have ordered

him to haften his march for that place •, and hope to collc'St

a force there, fufficient to prevent the enemy from efteding

their purpofe.

Whether this movement be only a feint to draw our atten-

tion from their principal objecl, or not, is at prefent impoffi-

ble to determine.— I momently expect further intelligence

from governor Cooke.—If the alarm (liould be well grounded,

I fhall haften to -Providence, and make the necefTary difpoH-

tions for their reception, I beg you to afTure the honorable

Congrefs I fliall exert myfelf to the utraoll to frullrate the

defigns of the eneijiy-

I am fir, your molt obedient, 8<c.

G. Y\^

I 3
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Sir, Cambridge^ Jprll ^, 1776.

I WAS honored with your favors of the twenty-firft

and twenty-fifth ultimo, on the fecond inflantj~the former

by Mr. Hanfon, &c,—the latter by Feffenden. I heartily

wifh the money had arrived fooner, that the militia might

have been paid as foon as their time of fervice expired.

The difappointment has given them great uneafinefs, and

they are gone home much dilTatisfied : nor have I been

without fevere complaints from the other troops on the fams

account. When I get to New-York, 1 hope a fuflicient

fum will be there, ready to pay every claim.

It is not in my power to make report of the deficiency of

arms in compliance with the dire£lion of Congrefs at this

time, as fome of the regiments are at, and mod of the others

on their march to, New-York ; nor do I know that it would

anfwer any good purpofe, if it were,—having made repeated

applications to the feveral aflemblies and conventions upon the

fubjeft, and conftantly received for anfwer, that they could

afford no relief.

When I arrive at New-York, I fhall, in purfuance of the

order of Congrefs, detach four batallions to Canada, if the

fituation of affairs will admit of it •, and fliali be extremely

happy if they and the troops already there can efFe£l the im-

portant end of their going.

In my letter of the firft inflant, per poft, I inclofed you a

copy of a letter from governor Cooke, advifing me of the ar-

rival of a fhip of war, &c, at and near the harbor of New-

port. I have now the pleafure to inform you that the report

was entirely premature, and without any foundation. You

have a copy of his letter of the firfl inftant to this efFe6l.—

I

wifh the alarm had never been given : it occafioned general

Sullivan and his brigade to make an unnecefTary and incon-

venient diverfion from their route.

Inclofed is a copy of an account, prefented by the ho-

norable general court, of powder furniflied the continental

army
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army by this colony. From the account, it appears that

part of it was fupplied before the army was under my com-

mand ; and therefore I know nothing of it ; but have not

the fmalleft doubt of the juftice of the charge. I fliall leave

about two hundred barrels of this article with major-general

Ward, out of which Congrefs will direct him to make a re-

turn, if they think proper,—and alfo repayment of what may

have been furnillied by the other governments.

A proclamation of general Howe's, ifllied a few days be-

fore his departure from town, having fallen into my hands,

I have inciofed you a copy, which will probably have been

the occafion of large quantities of goods being carried away,

and the removal of many perfons, which otherwife would

not have happened.

Colonel Warren, paymafler-general, finding the army

likely to be removed from hence, informed me the other day

that the fituation of his affairs and enga cements in the bull-

nefs of the colony are fuch, as to prevent him from per-

fonally attending the army ; and ofi'ered, in cafe it fhould be

required, to refign. This was rather embarraffing. To me

it appears indifpenfably neceflary that the paymaller-general,

with his books, fhould be at or near head-quarters. Indeed

it is ufual for the head of every department in the army,

however difperfed that army may be, to be with the com-

manding general, keeping deputies in the fmaller depart-

ments. On the other hand, colonel Warren's merit and

attachment to the caufe are fuch, that I could do nothing

lefs than defirc (as fome money muft be left for the pay.

and contingent charges of the army which will remain here),

he would wait here till Congrefs fhall be pleafed to give

their fentiments upon the matter,—fending in the mean time

fome perfon in whom he could confide, with the money,

but little of which there will be to carry, though great the

demands, as nine of the regiments which have marched to

New-York have only received five hundred pounds each, to-

wards their pay for the months of February and March,—-

I 4 and
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and fix others, not a farthing. I hope therefore this matter

will be confidered by Congrefs, and the refult tranfmitted

rae as foon as done.

I would alfo mention to Congrefs, that the militia regir

ments which were lail called upon, in making up their ab-

flrads, charged pay,—the officers, from the time they re-

ceived orders to raife companies,—and the privates, from the

time they refpe£lively engaged to come or were called upon,

though they did not march for a confiderable time after,

—

fome not within three, four, to twenty days, during all

which, they remained at home about their own private af-r

fairs, without doing any thing elfe than " preparing for the

march," as they fay by way of plea. This appeared to me

fo exceedingly unreafonable, and fo contrary to juftice, that

the public fhould pay for a longer time than from the day of

their march to that of their return, that I ordered the ab-

fLratSls to be made out accordingly, and refufed to give

warrants on any other terms. They fay that the enliiling

orders, which went put fromi their governments, give them

the pay they claim. The fa£l may be that, fomething in

thefe may feem to autliorife it : but I mud fubmit it to Con-

grefs, and wifli for their decifion, whether the continent

mull pay it.— I am, with great eftcem, &c. G. W.
P. S.I ihall fet off to-day.

Sir, Neiv-T6rhj Jpr'il 15, 1776.

I AM now to inform you that on the fourth inftanfc

I fet out from Cambridge, and arrived here on faturday lafl.

I came through Providence, Norwich, and New-London, in

order to fee and expedite the embarkation of the troops.

The third brigade, under the command of general Greene,

was at New-London when I left it, where there was a fufli-

tient number of tranfports to embark them,— and moft pro-

bably would have arrived here before this, had it not been

for a fcvcre ilorm which happened the night they failed,

which
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which dlfperfed them, and, I fear, h?.s done them fome in-

jury.

General Spencer, with the laft brigade, marched from

Roxbury the day I left C;:mbridge, and would be at New-

London, ready to embark in the return tranfports which

brouoht general Sullivan's divifion to this place. The whole

of the troops may be rcafonably expetled here in the courfe

of this week. The badnefs of the roads, and diiliculty of

procuring teams for bringing the (lores, baggage, &c, have

greatly prolonged their arrival at this place.

I have not had time, fince I came, to look fully about
'

me ; but find many works of defence begun, and fome fiiiifh-!

ed. The troops are much difperfed,—fome on Long-

Ifland, others on Staten-Ifland, &c.

I have ordered four batallions from hence to Canada, and

am taking meafures to have them forwarded to Albany by

water with all poflibie expedition. This will greatly ex-

pedite their arrival, and eafe the men of much fatigue. I

have wrote general Schuyler of their coming, that he may

have iieceffary meafures taken to hurry their march to gene-

ral Thomas.

I am informed by general Putnam that the militia, that

wfere called in for tlie fupport of this town in cafe the mini-

fterial army had arrived before our troops, are all dilcharged,

it being unnecefTary to keep them longer.

All the fhip^ of war, befides the Ana, moved out of this

harbor on faturday, and the Aha yefterday 5 fome of which

are now below the Narrov/s, aiid the rcfl gone to fea.

Your favor of the tenth inflant, by major Sherburne, di-

recled to general Putnam or the commanding ofncer here,

came to hand on faturday evening, with three boxes of money,

which I fhall deliver the paymafler as fooa as he arrives, and

tranfmit you his receipt for the fame.

Having received information from hence before my de-

parture from Cambridge, that thirty pieces of heavy cannon

were wanang, and eflentially neccilary for the defence of

tliis
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this place, in addition to thofe already here,—I took the li-

berty of applying to admiral Hopkins whom I faw at New-
London, for that number, with the mortars and ftores he

brought from Providence,—a lift of which he had tranf-

mltted you. He told me, that, as many were wanting for

the defence of Providence river and the harbor at New-

London, it was uncertain whether I could have all I wanted ;

but that he would fend me all that could be fpared.

I have not been able to get a return of the troops fince I

came :—as foon as I do, I will fend it you.

I am, fir, with great refpe£l, &c. G. "W.

Sir, Nciv-Tork, Jpril 18, 1776.

PERMIT me, through you, to convey to the honor-

able Congrefs the fentiments of gratitude I feel for the high

honor they have done me in the public mark of approbation

contained in your favor of the fecond inftant, which came

to hand laft night. I beg you to aiTure them that it will

ever be my higheft ambition to approve myfelf a faithful

fervant of the public j and that, to be in any degree inftru-

mental in procuring to my American brethren a reftitution

of their juft rights and privileges, will conilitute my chief

happinefs.

Agreeable to your requeft, I have communicated, in gene-

ral order?, to the officers and foldiers under my command,

the thanks of Congrefs for their good behavior in the fer-

vice ; and am happy in having fuch an opportunity of doing

juftice to their merit. They were indeed, at firft, " a band

of undifciplined hu/handmcn :" but it is (under God) to their

bravery and attention to their duty that I am indebted for

that fucceis which has procured me the only reward I wifii

to receive,—the afFe6lion and efteem of my countrymen.

The medal, intended to be prefented to me by your ho-

norable body, I fliall carefully preferve as a memorial of

their regard. I beg leave to return you, fir, my warmeft

thanks
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thanks for the polite manner in which you have been pleafed

to exprefs their fentiments of my condufl ; and am, with

fincere efleem and refpecl, fir, yours and their moft obe-

dient and moft humble fervant, G. W.

Sir, New-Tork, April 19, 1 7 76,

I HAVE this moment received a letter from general

Schuyler, containing inclofuies of a very important nature,

ronies of which, I imagine, are contained in the inclofed let-

ter to you, which I thought it my duty immediately to for-

ward by exprefs, that they may be laid before the honorable

Congrefs, and proper meafures purfued to prevent the fatal

tfrecls v.'Iiich are therein apprehended. For my own part,

I have done my utmoft to forward the four regiments order-

ed by Congrefs : but a variety of incidents have hitherto con-

fpired to prevent their embarkation. The men had fcarcely

recovered themfelves from the fatigues of their m.arch from

Bofton, and are quite unprovided with necefTaries. The co-

lonels of the regiments, though repeatedly called upon for

that purpofe, had negle6led making out the abftracls for

their pay. All obftacles however are now removed -, and I

hope to begin the embarkation this day. Indeed it would

have been beft, in my opinion, to have fent the regiments,

raifed in this province and New-Jerfey, upon that fervice,

had not the peculiar circumftances under which they were

raifed prevented it. By the terms of their enliftment, they

are to ferve during the war, and at five dollars per month,

on condition (as I am informed) that they fliall not be fent

out of thofe provinces. Befides, they are very ill provided

with arms, fome companies not having any. It muft be a

great burden upon the continent to keep fuch a number of

ufelefs men in pay: and yet, if they fhould be difmiffed, and

an unexpected fupply of arms fiiould arrive, it may be found

very difficult to replace them.

The officers cf the feveral corps that have arrived here

9 have
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have been fo bufily employed in fixing their men in quarters,

that I have not yet been able to procure an exa£l return of

their numbers. Some are yet behind. As foon as the whole

are colle6ledj I Ilrall order the proper returns, and tranfmit

them to Congrefs.

You will pieafe to notice what colonel Hazen fays of the

difpofition of the Indians. In my opinion, it will be impof-

fible to keep them in a Hate of neutrality. .
They mufl, and,

no doubt, foon will take an a£l:ive part either for or againft

us : and I fubmit it to the confideration of Congrefs, whe-

ther it would not be be^L immediately to engage them on our

fide, and to ufe our utmoft endeavors to prevent their minds

being poifoned by minifterial emiflaries, which will ever be

the cafe while a king's garrifon is fufFered to remain in

their country. Would it not therefore be advifable to fend

a fufhcient force from the back counties of Pennfylvania, to

take poiTeflion of the garrifons of Niagara and Detroit?

This, I think, might eafily be effe£led, and would anfv/er

the mod falutary purpofes. The Seneca Indians, who have

hitherto appeared friendly to us, might be ufefully employed

in this bufmefs.

I am in hopes moil of the difficulties mentioned in colone?

Hazen's letter will be obviated by the appearance of the re-

fpeclable committee of Congrefs in Canada, and the forces

that have been and will be fent there. The fecurity of that

country is of the utmoil importance to us. This cannot be

done fo etTc(Sl:ually by conqueft, as by taking ftrong hold of

the afflclions and confidence of the inhabitants. It is to be

lamented that any condu61; of the continental troops flioidd

tend to alienate their affe£lions from us.

The honorable Congrefs will be able to judge from the

papers fent them by general Schuyler, and the information

they may receive of the defigns of the enemy, whether it is

expedient to fend a further reinforcement to Canada. If

fuch fliould be their determination, I (land ready to execute

6 their
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their orders ; and am, with refpedl, fir, your moft obedient,

humble fervant, G. YV".

Inclofed is a return of the four regiments ordered to Ca-

nada j befides which, .there will be two rifle companies, a

company of artificers, and two artillery-men, all under the

command of brigadier-general Thompfon.

Sir, KcM-Vorhj Jpril 22, 1776,

I WAS this day honored with the receipt of your fa-

vor of the tv.-entieth inflant. I have now the pleafure to ac-

quaint you that the four regiments defigned for Canada em-

barked yeflerday with a fair wind for Albany, under the

command of colonels Greaton, Patterfon, Bond, and Poor;

befides which, there was a company of riflemen, a company

of artificers, and two engineers,—the whole commanded by

brigadier-general "^Tlaompfon.

I hax'e repeatedly mentioned to the honorable Congrefs

the diftrefsful fituation we are in for wanf of arms.—

With much pains and difficulty I got moft of the regiments

from the eaftward tolerably well furnifhed ; but find the

York regiments very badly provided. Colonel Ritzema's

has fcarcely any : and yet thefe men, being enlifled during

the war, and at five dollars per month, ought not (in my
judgment) to be difcharged ; as we find it almoft as difEcult

to get men, as arms. This is a matter of fome importance,

which 1 fliould be glad to receive the particular opinion of

Congrefs upon.

Mr. Baldwin is one of the afTiflant engineers ordered to

Canada. He is indeed a very ufeful man in his depart-

ment, but declined the fcrvice, on account of his pay, which

he fays is inadequate to his fupport. In order to induce

him to continue, I promifed to reprefent his cafe to Con-

grefs; and v/ould recommend an increafe of his pay, and

that he fhould have the rank of lieutenant-colonel, of which

he is very dcferving. I beg leave therefore to recommend

him
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him to the Congrefs, and that they would make provifioa

for him accordingly.

A few days ago, application was made to me by the com-

Btiitbe of fafety for this colony, for an exchange of prifoners-

For the particulars I beg leave to refer you to their letter, a

copy of which you have inclofed. As there is a {landing

order of Congrefs that no failors or foldiers fliall be exchan-

ged for citizens, I did not incline to comply vvith the requeft

without the particular diredlion of Congrefs : but I have

been fince informed that the prifoners, mentioned in the

committee's letter as citizens, arc really feamen taken from

private veflels, but not in arms. How i^ar this may alter the

cafe, or how far the reafons which induced the Congrefs to

pafs the refolve above-mentioned may ftill exift, muft be left

to their determhiation.

The militia, who, on my application, were ordered to this

place to keep poireffion until I fliould arrive with the conti-

nental forces, were obliged to return home without their

pay, as there was not then money fuihcient in the treafury

for that purpofe, and to anfwer the exigencies of the army.

This occafioned great uneafmefs among them, and may be

attended with very bad confequences in cafe we ftiould have

occafion for their fervice on any future emergency. I there-

fore beg the Congrefs would make provifion for their pay,

and point out particularly, whether it is to be done by the

commander of the continental forces, or by the provincial

alfcmblies or conventiojis from whence they are fent.

As the time for Vv'hich the riflemen enlifted will expire on

the firfl of July next, and as the lofs of fuch a valuable and

'brave body of men will be of great injury to the fervice, I

would fubrait it to the confideration of Congrefs, whether it

would not be bell to adopt fome method to induce them

to continue. They are indeed a very ufeful corps : but I

need not mention this, as their importance is already well

known to the Congrefs. It is necelTary they fiiould pay an

early
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early attention to this matter, as we know from paft expe-

rience that men are very flow in re-enliiling.

When 1 had the honor of feeing admiral Hopkins at New-

London, he reprefented to me the weak flate of his fleet, oc-

cafioned by ficknefs and the damage he received in his en-

gagement with the enemy ; and requefted I would fpare

him two hundred men to afTift him in a defign he had form-

ed of attacking Wallace. This I readily confented to ; and

the men are to be returned as foon as the fervice is per-

formed.

I wifh it was in my power at prefent to furnifh general

Lee with the companies of artillery he defires.— I have al-

ready fent two companies to Quebec ; and I have not yet

been able to procure a return of thofe that are here. I ex-

pe<Sl colonel Knox every moment, and (liall then be able to

determine whether any can be fpared from hence. Blankets

we are in great want of, ourfelves ; and it was with great

difficulty a few could be procured for the riflemen that were

ordered for Canada.

I inclofe you Mr. Winthrop's receipt for two hundred

thoufand dollars brought fome time ago from Philadelphia

by major Sherburne, which you will pleafe to deliver to the

continental treafurers.

On my arrival here, I found that Mr. Livingfton had been

appointed by the provincial Congrefs a commiffary, to fur-

nifh the continental troops ftationed in this city with provi-

fions. I fuppofe this was done becaufe there was no conti-

nental commiliary then on the fpot. Mr. Livingfton flill

claims a right of furnilhing all the troops but thofe lately-

arrived from Cambridge. Mr. Trumbull is now here : and,

as I confider him as the principal in that office, I Ihould be

glad to know whether any part of the continental troops is

to be furnifiied by any other than their commiffary-general.

I muft needs fay, that to me it appears very inconfiileut, and

rauft create great confufion in the accounts as v/ell as in the

contrails.—I intended to have laid before Congrefs the

amount
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amount of the rations, as fupplied by colonel Trumbull

and Mr. Livingfton ; and called upon thofex gentlemen to

furnifh me with a feparate eftimate for that purpofe. Colo-

nel Trumbull has given me his, by which it appears he fup-

plics the troops at eight pence and one third per ration. I

not have yet received any from Mr. Livingfton j but am in-

formed his contradl is at ten pence half- penny. The dif-

ference is immenfe, as it will amount to no lefs than two

liundred pounds per day, for twenty thoufand men. It is

indeed to be confidered that Mr. Livingfton's contract is, in-

cluding every other charge •, and that to Mr. Trumbull's

muft be added ftore-hire, clerks, and every other contingent

expenfe. But even then it will not amount to fo much as

Mr. Livingfton's, by a penny per ration, which, in the grofs,

will be fomething very confiderable. I thought it my duty,

without prejudice or partiality, to ftate the matter fairly to

Congrefs, that they might take fuch order upon it as to

them fhall feem necefTary. I cannot however, in juftice to

Mr. Trumbull, help adding that he has been indefatigable

in fupplying the army ; and I believe, from his connexions

in New-England, is able to do it on as good terms as aiiy

perfon in America.

The feveral matters contained in the foregoing, I mud:

beg the early attention of Congrefs to; and that I may be

favored with an anfwer as foon as poffibie.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. Vv''.

Sir, Nciv-l'oyky April 22, ^T]^*

IN a letter which I had the honor to receive from

Congrefs fome confiderable tim.e ago, they were pleafed to

afk what rank aides-de-camp bore in the army ? from whence

1 concluded that they had adverted to the extraordinary

trouble and confinement of thofe gentlemen, with a view to

make them an adequate alloM'ance. But nothing being fince

done or faid of the matter, I take the liberty,— uniblicited by,

and
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and unknown to my aides-de-camp,—to inform your honor-

able body that their pay is not by any means equal to their

trouble and confinement.

No perfon ulflies more to fave money to the public, than

I do : and no perfon has aimed more at it. But there are

fome cafes in which parfimony may be ill placed ; and this I

take to be one. Aides-de-camp are perfons in whom entire

confidence muil be placed : it requires men of abilities to

execute the duties with propriety and difpatch, where there

is fuch a multiplicity of bufinefs, as muft attend the com-

mander-in-ciiief of fuch an army as ours: and perfuaded I

am, that nothing but the zeal of thofe gentlemen (who live

with me, and acl in this capacity) for the great American

caufe,— and perfonal attachment to me,—has induced them

to undergo the trouble and confinement they liave expe-

rienced fince they have become members of my family.

I give into no kind of amufements myfelf ; and confe-

quently thofe about me can have none, but are confined

from morning till eve, hearing and anfwering the aorlica-

tions and letters of one and another, which will now, I ex-

pecl, receive a pretty confiderable addition, as the bufinefs

of the northern and eaflern departments (if I continue here)

muft, I fuppofe, pafs through my hands. If thefe gentle-

men had the fame relaxation from duty as other officers

have in their common routine, there would not be fo much
in it. But, to have the mind always upon the flretch,

—

fcarce ever unbent,—and no hours for recreation,—makes a

material odds. Knowing this, and at the fame time how
inadequate the pay is, I can fcarce find inclination to impofe

the necefiary duties of their office upon them. To v/hat I

have here faid, this further remark may be made, and is a

matter of no fmall concernment to me, and, in its confe-

quences, to the public ;—and that is, that, while the duty is

hard and the pay fmall, it is not to be wondered at, if

there fhould be found a promptnefs in them to feek prefer-

ment, or in me to do juftice to them by facihtating their

Vol.1. K views 5
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views ; by which means I mud lofe their aid when they

have it mofl in their poM^er to affift me.—Influenced by

thefe motives, I have taken the hberty of laying the matter

fully, and with all due deference, before your honorable

body, not doubting its meeting with a patient hearing.

I am, fir, with the greateH; refpecSt, Sec. G. W.

Sir, Neiv-Tork, Jprll 22y 1776.

THAT I might be in readinefs to take the field in

the fpring, and prepared for any fervice Ccngrefs Ihould

think proper to fend me upon, this campaign,—I defired co-

lonel Reed, when he left Cambridge in the fall, to get me

a fet of camp equipage, tents, and a baggage-waggon, made

at Philadelphia under his own infpe^lion, and fent to me.

This, he informs me, is now done, and ready to come on. I

have therefore to beg the favor of Congrefs, through you, to

order payment of them from the treafury, as it will fave the

expenfe and hazard of a remittance from hence, where we

Hand much in need of every farthing we have.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W.

Sir, Ne-iv-7'ork^ Jpril2S, ^11^'

I Received by laft- evening's poft a letter from Jofliua

"Wentworth, efquire, of Portfmouth, whom I had appointed

agent for our little fleet in that province. It is dated the

fifteenth inftant •, an extra£l from which I have the honor of

tranfcribing for your perufal.

" The third inllant, commodore Manly brought in the

brigantine Elizabeth, one of the third divifion which failed

from Nantaflcet, with a valuable cargo of Engliih goods, and

a few hogfiieads of rum and fugar, by a Mr. J * * *, who

was pa Avenger, part freighter, and a very tory. Suppofe the

cargo worth twenty thoufand pounds flerling. Thofe goods

are, the greater part, owned by the late inhabitants of Boflon,

and
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Slid by fome that were inh;ibitants when the troops left it,

—

the refidue by this Mr, J
* '-^ *, and others of the fame call.

The compHcate ftate of tliis prize required my immediate

fetting off for Bofton, expelling I might find fome directions

for my government there ; when I waited on general Ward,

who was obliging enough to give me his opinion (but not

able to diredl, having received no in{lru£lions to the point)

that the vcfTel and cargo mufl be libelled, and a dividend to

the captors would follow, of all fuch goods as might be le-

gally claimed by the friends to America ; and thofe that M^ere

the property of them inimical, might be decreed forfeited.

Upon further inquiry, I was informed a refolve pafled in

Congrefs that all veflels and goods, retaken previous to a

condemnation by a Britifh court of admiralty, were liable to

a partial decree (by every colony judge) to the captors,—

•

not more than one-third, nor lefs than one-fourth. Th^

prefent prize falls under this refolve : and any other, that

{makei the] property of our internal enemies liable to a full

confifcation, may be neceflary for my government : therefore

fliall be much obliged by your full direction of this capture,

and a copy of the continental refolves thereon. This brigan-

tine is owned by a Mr. Richard Hart of this town, taken on

her return from the Weft Indies lafl October, and carried

into Bofton, not condemned. The rum on board are feven-

teen hogflieads,—and four of fugar, not removed out of her

from the time of capture. The other cargo was in ge-

neral ftolen by virtue of general Howe's proclamation

(which undoubtedly you have feen) appointing one C * * *

B * * * fuperintendant, who, by the way, was taken in

the prize, and is nov/ confined in the Mafiachufetts colony,

with Mr. J * * * and fundry others, by order of the general

court to whom general Ward delivered them.

" There were a fergeant and tv/elve privates of the fourth,

or king's own regiment, taken prifoners on board, with the

Qthers, making fixty-three fouls. * * *

" There appeared, from the pillage of this cargo by many

K 2 of
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of the paflengers, the properiy was in him who could fecret

the moll. For, when examining the chefls and bedding of

the prifoners, I found great quantity of goods that they

had colle£led while on board, which were taken out of

warehoufes without packing, and hove promifcuoufly on

board the veflel. Even the failors had provided for their

difpcfal ^t pleafure. In fa£l, the deftrudion of property,

under cover of general Howe's proclamation, is unparallel-

ed. * * *

" I am now dlfcharging the cargo, as it is in a perifiiing

fituation j and, when fele£led, and the regular courfe pur-

fued throvigh the admiralty, fliall advertife agreeable to his

excellency's in{lru(Slions to general Ward, who was obliging

enough to give me an ab{lra61:.

*' The general court of this province, finding a difficulty

in making a code of laws for the admiralty-court, did not

complete that inftitution their laft ftflion, when they ad-

journed to June ', which lapfe of time will not admit my
facilitating the difpofal of the prizes under my care, fo early

as I could wifh, for the fafety of part of the intereil of the

Sufanna's cargo, viz. the porter, which I fear may be fpoil-

ed by lying fo long,— it not having equal body to that com-

monly imported for fale ;—which induces me to defire your

direftion for a difpofal of that article either at private or

public fale."

That, fir, is an exa£l copy of part of Mr. Wentworth's

letter to Mr. Moylan. I now requeft you M'ill pleafe to di-

rect me, in what manner I fliall indruit the agent refpetSling

the complicated cargo, and whether he may be empowered

to dlfpofe of the porter or any other articles on board the

prizes under his care, which the delay of eftablifliing the

court of admiralty may make liable to perifli.

I have not yet heard that there has been any trial of the

prizes carried into Maflachufetts-Bay. This procraflination

is attended with very bad confequences. Some of the vefTels I

had fitted out are now laid up, the crews being diifatisfied

that
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that they cannot get their prize-money. I have tired the

Congrefs upon this fubjedl : but the importance of it makes

me again mention, that, if a fummary way of proceeding is

not refolved on, it will be impoflible to get our veffels man-

ned. I muft alfo mention to you, fir, that captain Manly

and his crew are defirous to know when they may expeft

their part of the value of the ordnance (lores taken lad fall.

They are an::ious to knov/ what the amount may be. As the

inventory of that cargo is in the hands of Congrefs, I would

humbly fubmit it to them, whether a valuation thereof fhould

not be made, and the captors' dividend be remitted rhem as

foon as pofTible. It will give them fpirit, and encourage them

to be alert in looking out for other prizes.

Several officers belonging to the regiments raifed in thefe

middle colonies inform me that their men (notwithftanding

their agreement) begin to murmur at the diflinttron of pay

made between them and the regiments from the eaftward,

I would be glad that the Congrefs would attend to this in

time, left it may get to fuch a pitch as will make it difficult

to fupprefs. They argue that they perform the fame duty,

undergo the fame fatigue, and receive five dollars, Vv'hen the

eaftern regiments receive fix dollars and two-thirds per

month. For my own part, I wifli they were all upon the

fame footing : for, if the Britifli army will not face this way,

it will be necefiary to detach a great part of our troops : in

that cafe, I would, for many reafons, be forry there fhouid

be any diftin£tions of regiments that are all in the pay of

the United Colonies.

The deficiency of arms (in the New-York regiments ef-

pecially) is very great. If I am rightly informed, there are

fcavce as m.any in colonel Ritzeraa's regiment as will arm

one company.—Can the Congrefs remedy tliis evil .'' If they

can, there fnould not a moment be loft in effecSlIng it, as

our ftrength at prefent is, in reality, on paper only. Should

we think of difcharging thofe men who are without arms,

the remedy would be worfe than the difeafe : for, by vigor-

K 3 cus
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ous exertions, I hope arms may be procured ; and I well

know that the raifing men is exceedhig ditPicult, efpecially

to be engaged during the continuance of the war, which is

the footing on which colonel Ritzema's regiment is en-

gaged.

Jpril 26. 1 had MTote thus far before I was honor-

ed with your favor of the twenty-third inflant. In obe-

dience to the order therein contained, I have directed fix

regiments more for Canada, which will embark as foon as

veflels and other necefTaries can be provided. Thefe regi-

ments will be commanded by general Sullivan. I fliall give

him inftru^lions to join the forces in that country under ge-

neral Thomas, as foon as poflible.

With refpeft to fending more troops to that country, I

am really at a lofs what to advife, as it is impoflible at pre-

fent to know the defigns of the enemy. Should they fend the

v.-hcle force under general Howe up the river St. Laurence

to relieve Qu^cbec and recover Canada, the troops gone and

now going will be Infufnclent to Hop their progrefs : and

fhould they think proper to fend that or an equal force this

way from Great Britaia for the purpofe of poffeffing this

city and fecuring the navigation of Hudfon's river, the

troops left here will not be fufficient to oppofe them : and yet,

for any thing we know, I think it not improbable they may

attempt both,—both being of the greatefl Importance to

to them,,— if they have men.

I could wi(h indeed that the army in Canada fhould be

m.ore powerfully reinforced : at the fame time I am con-

fclous that the trufting this important poft (which is now

become the grand magazine of America) to the handful

of men remaining here, is running tQo great a rlfk. The fe-

curing this poft and Hudfon's river is to us alio of fo great

importance, that I cannot at prefent advife the fending any

more troops from hence:— on the contrary, the general of-

ficers now here, whom I thought it my duty to confult,

think it j^bfolutely neceflary to increaie the army at this

place
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p?ace with at lead ten thoufand men, efpecially when it is

confidered, that, from this place only, the army in Canada

mult draw its fiipplies of ammunition, proviuons, and, moll

probably, of men ; and that all reinforcem.ents can be fent

from hence much eafier than from any other place.— By the

inclofed return, you will fee the flate of the army here, and

that the number of efFcclive men is far fhort of what the

Congrefs muft have expelled.

I have found it neceflary to order colonel Dayton's regi-

ment from New-Jerfey to march as one of the fix to Cana-

da : wherefore 1 muft recommend it to Congrefs to order

two companies of one of the regiments ftill in Pennfylvania

to march to Cape-May, which can be done much fooner

:

for, had this deftination of that regiment not taken place, it

would have been very inconvenient to have detached two

companies from it to that place ; as the march would (ac-

cording to lord Stirling's and other accounts) have been at

leaft two hundred miles from Amboy, and they muft have

pafled within twenty miles of Philadelphia, there being no

practicable road along the fea-ccaft of New-Jerfey for their

baggage to have pafled.

Dr. Potts, who is bearer hereof, was, I underftand, ap-

pointed dire6lor of the hofpital for thefe middle colonies

:

but the army being removed, with the general hofpital, from

the eaftward, does in courfe fupercede him. He is inclined

to go to Canada, where he may be very ufeful, if a perfon

is not already appointed for that department.— I would

humbly beg leave to aflc the Congrefs whether, in all thefe

appointments, it would not be beft to have but one chief, to

whom all the others ftiould be fubordlnate.

X have the honor to be, &c. G. W,

Sir, New- 1 'oik, April 30, 1776.

I MEAN, through you, to do myfelf the honor of

lavins; before Congrefs a copy of an addrefs tranfmitted

-them fome time ago by the aflembly of Rhode-Ifland, which

K 4 governor
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governor Cooke favored me with in the month of January,

at the fame time requefting me to intereft myfclf in pro-

curing a body of forces on the continental eftabUfliment, for

the defence of that colony. I doubt not but the addrefs and

the fubjccl of it have had the attention and confideraticn of

Congrefs before now. But if they have not decided upon the

matter, I would beg leave to mention that I have m.atle inquiry

into the fituation and condition of the colony, and find it to be

as ftated in the addrefs ; and, with all deference to the opinion

cf Congrefs, conceive it highly necefiary and expedient that

they fiiould adopt fome meafures for relieving their diftrefs,

and granting the aid prayed for. The importance of it in

the chain of tlie union,— its extenfive fea-coaft, affording

harbors for our (hipping and vefTels, at the fame time ex-

pofing and fubjefting the inhabitants to the ravages and de-f

•predations of our enemies,—the zeal and attachment which

it has ihewn, and which dill adiuates it, towards the com-^

men caufe,—their incapacity to pay a fufficient number of

men for its defence, fhould they be able to furnifii them af-

ter fo many engaged in other fervices •,—thefe, and many

other reafons which are too obvious to be mentioned, plead

powerfully for the notice and attention of Congrefs, and

feem to me to claim their fupport.

Having thus ftated the matter to Congrefs for their confi-

deraticn, agreeable to my promife to governor Cooke when

I had the Iionorof feeing him on my way here,—I (hall leave

it with them, not doubting but they will duly weigh its im-

portance, and give fuch affiftance as they may tlnnk reafon-

able and j*aft.—What they chiefly wifii for is that the troops

they have raifed may be taken into continental pay, and

commanding officers appointed by Congrefs.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W,

Sir,.
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Sir, Ncw-ToKhy May 5, 1776.

I AM honored with your favor of the thirtieth uhl-

mo, and obferve what Congrefs have done refpeiiing the

fettlement of the paymafter's accounts. This leems expe-

pedient, as he is out of office, and, I am certain, will be at-

tended with but little if any difficulty ; nothing more being

necelTary, than to compare the warrants with his debits, and

the receipts he has given, with his credits. I wifh every

other fettlement as eafy, and that a committee was appoint-

ed to examine and audit the accounts upon which the war-

rants are founded, particularly thofe of the quarter-mafter

and commifiary generals. They are long and of high

amount, confifLing of a variety of charges,— of courfe more

intricate,—and will require time and an extraordinary degree

of attention to adjuit and liquidate in a proper manner.

—

Upon this fubjedl, I did myfelf the honor to write you a

confiderable time ago.

Having had fever'al complaints from the ofHcers in the

ciftern regiments who have been and are engaged iii recruit-

ing, about the expenfe attending it, and for \yhrch they have

never yet been allowed any thing, though the officers in

thefe povevnments have, as I am informed,— I ffiall be glad

to know whether the allowance of ten fhillings, granted to

the officers for every man enlifled, by the refolve of Con-

prefs in {^anuarp^^ is general and indifcriminate, or con-

fined to the middle diflridls.—If general, mull I have retro-

foedl to the time of the refolve, and pay for the fervices

fmce, or only for future enlidments ?

In a letter I wrote to Congrefs the twenty-fifth of Decem-

ber, I inclofed one I had received from Jacob Bailey, efquire,

about opening a road from Newbury to Canada. I have re-

ceived another of the fifteenth ultimo : and, from his account

and the intelligence I have from, others upon inquiry, I have

no doubt of the practicability of the meafure ; and am well

informed that the diftance will be confiderably fliortened, in-

fomuch
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fomuch that our people going from any part of the New-

Englancl governments ealtward of Connefticut-river, to Ca-

nada, or returnhig from thence home, will perform their

march in five or fix days lefs time than by coming or going

any vv'ay now ufed. Add to this that the road may be fo con-

duced (as it is fald) as to go to the river MiiTifque, from

whence the water-carriage to St. John's is good, except forty

odd miles,—or be carried fo far to the northward, as to keep

clear of the lakes altogether, and afford an eafy pafs into

Canada at all feafons. The advantage refulting from this

route being fo great and important, I have advanced colonel

Bailey two hundred and fifty pounds to begin with, and di-

recled him to execute his plan. No doubt it will require a

confiderable advance to accoraplifh it : but that M'ill be foon

funk. The expenfe faved, by taking off fix days' pay and

provifions from the foldiers returning to the eaftern go-

vernments at the expiration of this campaign, will be almoft

*f not more than equal to the charge incurred in opening it.

If not,—as in all probability there will be often a neceffity

for fending detachments of our troops to Canada from thofe

governments, and for others to return, it will foon be re-

paid.

By a letter from general Schuyler, of the twenty-feventh

Ultimo, I find general Thompfon and his brigade were at

Albany :—general Sullivan with the laft (except three or four

companies of colonel Wayne's regiment, not yet come) is

embarked and gone, and probably will be foon there. I

am apprehenfive, from general Schuyler's account, that they

will not proceed with the wifned-for expedition, owing to a

tlilBculty in getting teams and provender for cattle neceffary

to carry their baggage, and a fcarcity of batteaux at the

lakes for io large a number, though he is taking the utmoll

pains to procure them. Should they be flopped for any

time, it will be exceedingly unfortunate, as their going from

hence has weakened us here muchj and our army in Canada

will not be llrengthened.

I have
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T have fent with the lad brigade fixty barrels of powder,

and otb.er (lores and intrenching tools, a fupply being aflced

for ; alfo the chain for a boom at the narrows of Richeheu,

and the three boxes of money brought by Mr. Hanfon ; and

.have wrote to general Schuyler to have the boom fixed as

foon as poflible.—^Tlie commiffary too has forwarded about

eight hundred barrels of pork, and is in expectation of a

further quantity from Connefticut, which will go on with-

out [topping here.

As the magazine from whence the northern and eaftem

armies will occafionaliy receive fupplies of powder will pro-

bably be here, and our ftock is low and inconfulerable, being

much reduced by the fixty barrels fent to Canada, I fhall be

glad to have a quantity immediately forwarded. Our (lores

lliould be great : for if the enemy make an attack upon the

town, or attempt to go up the North-river, the expenditure

will be very confiderable. Money too is much wanted :

—

the regiments that are paid have only received to the firfl. of

April, except thofe of Pennfylvania and Jerfey which are

gone to Canada : they are paid to the laft of April. By a

letter from general \Vard, I faid his che(l is juft exhaufled ;

the money which was left with him for the payment of the

five regiments at Bofton and Beverly being aimoft expended

by large draughts in favor of the commiflary and qua; ter-

mader, and in fitting out the armed veiTels.

I would here afk a quedion, to wit, whether, as Mr. War-

ren's commiflion is fuperceded by Mr^ Palfrey's appointment,

it will not be neceilary to fix upon fome perfon to pay the

troops there : or are the payments to go through his hands ?

— He does not incline to do any thing in the affair without

the diredlion of Congrefs.

1 have inclofed you a return of the laPi brigade detached,

and alfo of the forces remaining here. And as it is a m.at-

of much importance to know the whole of our (Irength from

time to time, and to fee it at one view, for regulating our

movements witiv propriety, I wilh it were a direction from

Conorefs
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Congrefs to the commanding ofHcers in the different diflricts

to make monthly return; to the commander-in-chief of the

continental army, of the ftate of the troops in their depart-

ments, and alfo of the military ftorcs. Such dlreclion will

probably make them more attentive than they otherwife

trould be.—I could not get a return of the army in Canada

all laft year.

I beg leave to lay before Congrefs a copy of the proceed-

ings of a court-martial upon lieutenant * * * * of tlie fe-

cond regiment, and of his defence,—which I fnould not

have troubled them with, had I not conceived the court's

fentence, upon the fa~£i:s ftated in tlie proceedings, of a fin-

^nlar nature, to be by no means adequate to the enormity of

his offence, and to be of exceeding dangerous and pernicious

tendency. Upon thefe principles I thought it my duty to

tranfmit the proceedings to them, in order that they may

form fuch a judgment upon the fails ftated, as they may

conceive right and juf^, and advancive of the public good.

—

At the fame time I would mention to Congrefs that I think

it of material confequence tliat they fhould pafs a refolve,

cutting off the right of fucceifion in the military line from

one rank to another, w^hich is claimed by many upon the

happening of vacancies,—(upon which principle this offence

feems to have originated in a great meafure, and the extraor-

dinary judgment in this inflance to be founded)— declaring

that no fucceffion or promotion can take place upon any va-

cancy, without a continental commifhon giving and autho-

rifing it. It is of much confequence to check and entirely

fupprefs this opinion and claim, which is becoming too pre-

valent, and has an obvious tendency to introduce mutiny

and diforder j—or, if they conceive the claim good, and that

it diould take place, that they will declare it fo, that the

point may be fettled and known in future.

I have the honor to be, ccc. , G. W.

Sir,
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Sir, Neic-Tork, Afay Si 1776.

I HAVE fo often and fo fully communicated my v/ant

of arms to Congrefs, that I Ihould not have given them the

trouble of receiving another letter upon this fiibjeft at this

time, but for the particular application of colonel Wayne of

Pennfyivania, who has pointed out a method by which he

thinks they may be obtained.

In the hands of the committee of fafety at Philadelphia,

there are, according to colonel Wayne's account, not lets

than two or three thoufand fland of arms for provincial ufe.

From hence he thinko a number might be borrowed by Con-

grefs, provided they are replaced with continental arms as

they are brought into the maga2ine in that city. At a crifis

fo important as this, fuch a loan might be attended with the

mod fignal advantages,— while the defencelefs flate of the

regiments, if no relief can be had, may be produdtive of

fatal confequences.

To give Congrefs fome idea of our fituation with refpe£t

to arms—(and juftice to my own charadler requii-es that it

fliould be known to them, although the world at large will

form, their opinion of our ftrength from numbers, without

attending to circumflances)—it mv-.y not be amifs to indole

a copy of a return which I received a few days ago from the

forts in the Highlands, and add, that, by a report from colo-

nel Ritzema's regiment, of the twenty-ninth ultimo, there

appeared to be only ninety-feven firelocks and feven bayonets

belonging thereto ; and that all the regiments from the eaft-

ward are deficient from tv/enty to fifty of the former. Four

of thofe companies at the fortifications in the Highlands be-

long to colonel Clinton's regiment: but in what condition

the rsfidue are on account of arms, and how colonel Wyn-

koop's men are provided, I cannot undertake to fay, but am

told, mofl: miferably ; as colonel Dayton's of New-Jerfef

and colonel Wayne's of Pennfyivania alfo are. Tliis, fir, is

a true though melancholy defcription of cur fituation. The

A propriety
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prapriety therefore of keeping arms in {lore -.vhen men in

actual pay are in want of them, and who (it is to be pre-

fumed) will, as they ought, bear the heat and burden of

the day, is fubmitted with all due deference to the fuperior

judgment of others.

I cannot, by all the inquiries I have been able to make,

learn what number of arms have been taken from the tories,

where they lie, or how they are to be got at. The com-

mittee of fafety for this colony have aiTured me that no ex-

ertions of theirs (hall be wanting to procure arms : but our

fufferings in the mean while may prove fatal, as men without

are in a manner ufelefs. I have therefore thoughts of em-

ploying an agent whofe fole bufinefs it fliall be to ride

through the middle and interior parts of thefe governmenb,

for the purpofe of buying up fuch arms as the inhabitants

may incline to fell, and are nt for ufe.

The defigns of the enemy are too much behind the cur-

tain for me to form any accurate opinion of their plan cf

operations for the fummer's campaign. We are left to wan-

der therefore in the field of conje6lure : and as no place (all

its confequences confidered) feemed of more importance in

the execution of their grand plan, than poiTeffmg themfelves

of Hudfon's river, I thought it advifable to remove with the

continental army to this city fo foon as the king's troops

e\^acuated Boilon. But if Congrefs, from their knowledge,

information, or belief, think it beft fur tlie general good of

the fervice that I fl^ould go to the northward or elfewhere,

they are convinced, I hope, that they have nothing more to

do than fignify their com.mands.—With the greatell re-

fpecL, I have the honor to be, &c. G. W.

Sir, Isevj-Tcrky May 7, 1 776,

AT a quarter after feven this evening, I received by

exprefs a letter from Thomas Cufliing, efquire, chairman of

a committee of the honorable general court, covering one

to
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to ihem from the committee of Salem; copies of which I

do myfelf the honor to hiy before Congrefs, that they may
judge of the intelligence contained therein, and dire<Sl fucli

raeafures to be taken upon the occafion as they may think

proper and necefiary.

I would obferve, that, fuppofing captain Lee's account to

be true in part, I think there muft be a miflakc either in the

number of troops or the tranfport (hips. If there are no

more (hips than what are mentioned, it is certain there can-

not be fo many troops Of this, however, Congrefs can

judge as well as myfelf; and I fubmit to them, whether,

upon the whole of the circumllances, and the uncertainty of

their deflination (if they were feen at all), they chufe that

any forces fhall be detached from hence, as they will fee,

from the returns tranfmitted yellcrday, that the number of

men now here is but fmall and inconfiderable ; and (wliat is

to be regretted) no fmall part of thefe without arms.—Per-

haps, by dividing and fubdividing our force too much, we

fhall have no one pore fufnciently guarded.

I flrall wait their direction ; and, whatever their order is,

fhall comply with it as foon as poflible.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. y^.

P. S. I have by the fame cxprefs a letter from general

Ward, containing a fimilar account to that from the Salem

committee, and by way of captain Lee.

Should the commifnoners arrive tliat are mentioned, how
are they to be received and treated ? — I v/ilh the dire(Stiou of

Congrefs upon the fubject, by return of the bearer.

Sir, NezL'-Tork, Afay iif I'j'jS.

I AM now to acknowledge the receipt of your favors

of the fourth and feventh inftant with their feveral inclo-

furcs, and am exceedingly glad, that, before the refolution

lefpetting lieutenant-colonel Ogdcn came to hand, I had

-

' '.; :: to join his regiment, and had quelled a dif;i~

ijreeabic
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greeable fpirit both of mutiny and defertlon, v/hlch had

taken place and feemed to be rifing to a great degree in con-

fequence of it. In order to effe£l it, I had the regiment

paraded, and ordered two more at the fame time under arms,

convinced them of their error and ill condu£l, and obtained

a promife for their good behavior in future. To fuch of

the men as had abfconded I gave pardons, on their aflurances

to return to their duty again.

In my letter of the fifth inftant vi^hich I had the honor of

addrefling you, I mentioned to Congrefs the refra(£lory and

mutinous eondudl of lieutenant * * * * of the fecond re-

giment, and laid before them a copy of the proceedings of a

court-martial upon him, and of his defence, vv^ith a view

that Hich meafures might be adopted as they {hould think

adequate to his crime.—I would now beg leave to inform

them, tliat, fmce then, he has appeared fenfible of his mif-

condu£l J and having made a written acknowledgment of his

offence, and begged pardon for it (as by the inclofed copy

will appear), I thought it bell to releafe him from his con-

finement, and have ordered him to join his regiment ; which

1 hope will meet their approbation, and render any determi-

nation, as to him, unneceffary ;—obferving at the fame time

that I have endeavored, and, I flatter myfelf, not ineffec-

tually, to fupport their authority, and a due fubordination in

the army, I have found it of importance and highly expe-

dient to yield many points in fatl, without feeming to have

done it,—and this, to avoid bringing on a too frequent dif-

cuiFion of matters, which, in a political view, ought to be

kept a little behind the curtain, and not be made too much

the fubjefts of difquifiticn.—Time only can eradicate and

overcome cuftoms and prejudices of long (landing: they

mull be got the better of, by flow and gradual advances.

I would here take occafion to fuggeft to Congrefs (not

wifliing or meaning of myfelf to affume the fmalieft degree

of power in any inftance) the propriety and neceflity of

having their fentiments refpedting the filling up the va-

cancies
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eancles and iiruing commifTions to ofTicers, efpccially to thofe

under the rank of field officers. Had I literally complied

with the dire£lions given upon this fubjedl when I firft en-

gaged in the fervice, and which I conceived to be fuperceded

by a fubfequent refolve for forming the army upon the pre-

fcnt eftabliflnnent, I muft have employed one clerk for no

other bufinefs than iffuing warrants of appointment, and

giving information to Congrefs for their confirmation or re-

fufal. It being evident from the neceffity of the thing, that

there will be frequent changes and vacancies in office, from

death and a variety of other caufes, I now fubmit it to them,

and pray their dire£lion whether I am to purfue that mode

and all the ceremonies attending it, or to be at liberty to fill

up and grant commiffions at once to fuch as may be fit and

proper perfons to fucceed. * * *

Before I have done, with the utmoft deference and refpe£l

I would beg leave to remind Congrefs of my former letters

and applications refpecling the appointment of proper per-

fons to fuptrintend and cake diredion of fuch prifoners as

have already fallen and will fall into our hands in die courfe

of the war,—being fully convinced, that, if there were per-

fons appointed who would take the whole management of

them under their care, the continent would fave a confider**

able fum of money by it, and the prifoners be better treated

and provided with real neceilaries than they now are ;—and

{hall take the liberty to add that it appears to me a matter

of much importance, and worthy of confideration, that par-

ticular and proper places of fecurity {hould be fixed on and

eftabliflied in the interior parts of the dliferent governmencs

for their reception.

Such eftablilhments are agreeable to the pradice and ufage

of the Enfflifti and other nations, and are founded on prin-

ciples of neceffity and public utility. The advantages which

will arife from them are obvious and many: -I fhail only

mention two or three.—^They will tend much to prevent

efcapes (v/hlch are difficult to ef^eft when the public is once

Vol.. r» L advertifed

Jt
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advcrtifcd that the priioncrs are refLrained to a few dated

and well-known phices, and not permitted to go from

tlience), and the more ingenious among tliem from diiremi-

nating and fpreading their aftfal and pernicious intrigues

and opinions through.out the country, which would influence

the weaker and wavering -part of mankind, and meet .with

but too favorable a hearing. Further, it will be lefs in their

power to join and afiiil our enemies in cafes of invafion, and

•will give U5 an opportunity always to know, from the re-

turns of thofe appointed to fuperintend them, what number

ws have in pofienion, th^e force. fulFicient to check and fnp-

m-efS' tl}eir hoflile viev.-s in times of emergency, and the ex-

pjnfes neccilliry for their maiiitt-nance and fupport. Many

cither reafcns m^rt be lulduced to prove the neeefuty and

expediency of the meafurer—1 fn ;\l'l only fubjoin one more,

and ihcii^have doi\c on tl;e rubjecli-r-v.hlch is, that m.any of

the tov.nr. where prifoners have ccch already, fent, not hav*

hv,' convenience for or fhe iTcan^s oi^. keeping them, complain

the^' are burdenfome ', and have become carelefs, i-nattentive,

and altogeilicr inditTcreiu v/hetlicr they gfcaps or not; and

thoi'j of them "that are rcftri^ied to a cloi'er connnemenl

(the limits of jail) are negkch-d, and nor treated with that

o-arc and regard which Congreis wifii.

I have not reqeived further intelligence of tlie German

troo]is fiuce my letter of the feventh inflant, covering Mr.

Culhlng's difpatciies. But, leil the account of their coming

iliould be true, may it ret be aavifable and good policy to

rxifc fome companies of our Germans to fend among then>

when they arrive, for exciting a fpirit of difalTeclion and

dcfertion?— If a few fenfible and tvufty feilows could get

with them, I Hiould think tjiey would h.ave great weight and

influence with the common foldiery, who certainly have no-

enmity towards us, having received no injury nor caufe of

quarrel from us. The meafure having occurred, and ap-

pearing to me expedient, I thought it prudent to mention it

for the ccnfideration' of Congrefs.

Having
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Having received a letter from general Ward, advifing that

Congrefb have accepted his refignation, and praying to be

i*elieved,—and it being neceflary that a general officer fhould

be fent to take thji command of the troops at Bofton, efpe-

tially if the army fhould arrive which is talked of, and which

fome confuier as a probable event,—I mufi: beg leave to re-

commend to Congrefs the appointment of fome brigadier-

generals, not having more here (nor fo many at this time)

than are eflential to the government and conduding the

forces and the works that are carrying on. Generals Sul-

livan and Thompfon being ordered to Canada, I cannot

fpare one more general officer from hence without Injuring

the fervice greatly, and leaving the army here without a fuf-

ficient number.

Having frequent applications from the committee of fafety

and others, about an exchange of prifoners, and not having

authority to purfue any other mode in this inftance, than

that marked out by a refolve of Congrefs fome confiderable

time ago, I hope they will pardon me when I wifli them to

take under confideration fuch parts of my letter of the

twenty-fccond ultimo as relate to rhis fubject ; and for

tlieir determination upon it. I fliall then have it in my
power to give explicit and fatisfaclory anfwers to thofe who
Hull apply.— I am, fir, &cc. Q, W.

Sir, Nezv-Tork, A4ay IC, 1776.

SINCE my lail of the eleventh inflant which I had

the honor to addrefs you, nothing of moment or importance

has occurred -, and the principal ueHgn of this is to com-

municate to Congrefs the intelligence I received laft night

from gesieral Schuyler by a letter of the tenth, refpefting

the progrefs of our troops in getting towards Canada, not

doubting of their impatience and anxiety to hear of it and

of every thing relating to the expedition. For their more
particular information and fatisfailion, I have done myfelf

L 2 the
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the plcafurc to extraci: the fubftancc of his letter on this

head, which is as follows :—" that general Thompfon, with

the laft of his brigade, on the morning of tuefday fe'nnight,

embarked at Fort-George ; and, in the evening of the next

day, general Sullivan arrived at Albany ;—that he had order-

ed an additional number of carpenters to affift in building

boats ; who, finilhing eight every day, would have a hundred

and ten complete by the twenty-firil, before which he was

fearful the laft of general Sullivan's brigade could not em-

bark ;— that they would carry thirty men each, befides the

baggage, ammunition, and intrenching tools." * * *

He alfo informs, " that the fixty barrels of powder had

arrived, and v/ould be forwarded that <],;y -,—that the firft

regiment of general .SnlHvan's hrig;-Tiie marched that morn-

ing; and that the intrenclung tools and about fix hundred

barrels of pork were alfo gone on ;— that he cannot pofhbly

fend more than half o: the three hundred thoufimd dollars

into Canada (being greatly in debt on the public account,

and the creditors exceedingly cJamoror;?, and importunate

for payme;u\, which fum he hopes will be fufficient till the

Canadians agree to take or.r Dapcr currcnc]'', to which they

are much averfe, and of which he is exceedingly doubtful ,-—

that he had got tlie chain, and would forward it thafr day to

general Arnold, with orders to fix it at the rapids of Riche-

lieu." He adds " that he had reviewed general Sullivan's

brigade in prefencc of about two hundred and fixty Indians,

who were greatly plcafed with the order and regularity of

the troops, and furprifcd at the number, which, the tories

had induftrioufly propagated, conliftcd only of three compa-

nies, and that they were kept always walking the ftreets, to

induce them to believe their number was much greater than

it really was."

I have inclofed a copy of^general Schuyler's inftru^tions

to James Price, efquire, deputy commiffliry-general, for

the regulation of his condu£l: in that department, which I

received laft night, and which general Schuyler reouefted

me



OFFICIAL LETTERS. 149

nie to forward you.—I alfo beg leave to lay before Congrefs

a copy of a letter from Samuel Stringer, director of one of

the liofpitals, purporting an application for an increafe of

furgeons'- mates, &c, an ellimate of which is alfo inclofed
;

and fubmit it to them, what number mufl be fent from

hence or got elfewhere. It is highly probable that many

more will be wanted In Canada than are already there, on

account of the late augmentation of the army : but I thought

it moll advifablc to make his requifition known to Congrefs,

and to take their order and direftion upon it.—As to the

medicines, I fliall fpeak to Dr. Morgan (not yet arrived) as

foon as he comes, and order him to forward fuch as may be

jiecefTary and can be poffibly fpared.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W«

Sir, Ne-iv-Torhy May 17, ^776.

I THlvS moment received by exprefs from general

Schuyler an account of the melancholy profpedt and reverfe of

our affairs in Canada : and prefuming that the letters which

accompany this will give Congrefs full information upon th?

fubjeO:, I fhall only add that general Schuyler, In purfuance

of orders from the honorable commiffioners, has dire£led

brigadier-general Sullivan to halt his brigade ; as a further

reinforcement (on account of the fcarclty of provifions)

would not relieve, but contribute greatly to diilrefs our troops

already in Canada. Before he received thefe orders, all the

brigade, except Dayton's and Wayne's regiments, had left

Albany: but i fuppofe he will be able to flop their march.

By my letter of the fifteenth, Congrefs will perceive the

quantity of pork already gone from hence : and the com*

miffary has aflured me that he will forward a further fupply

as foon as it can be pofhbly colledted. I had alfo dirc£led

five tons of lead to be fcnt to general Schuyler for the Ca-

nada expedition, before I received this unfortunate account;

which was as much as could be fpared for the prefent (our

L 3 (lock
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jRiock being inconfiderable in proportion to the demand we

may reafonably expe6l for it) ; and fliall do every thing in my
power to relieve our affairs from their prefent diftrefled and

melancholy fituation in that quarter, which occurs to me

and appears necefiary.

I am alfo to acknowledge the receipt of your favors of the

tenth and thirteenth infiant, with their feveral inclofures.

The money, accompanying the latter, came to the paymaf-

ter's hands fafe.-—I have the honor to be, &c. G. W.

Sir, Neiv-Tork^ May i8, 1776.

I DO mvfclf the honor to tranfmit to you the in-

clofed letters and papers I received this morning in the (late

they now are, which contain fundry matters of intelligence

of the mod liitcrefting nature. As the confidsration of

them may lead to important confequences and the adoption

of feveral meafures iu the military line, I have thought it

advifable for general Gates to attend Congrefs— (he will fol-

low to-morrow, and fatisfy, and explain to them fome points

they may wifli to be informed of in the courfe of their deli-

berations) — not having an opportunity at this time to fubmit

my thoughts to them upon thefe inter eiling accounts.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W,

Sir, Nt'W'l'ork, Afay 19, 1776,

THIS will be delivered you by general Gates v^'ho

fcts out to-day for Congrefs, agreeable to my letter of yef-

terday. I have committed to him the heads of fundry rriat-

ters to lay before Congrefs for their confideration, which,

from the interefHng intelligence contained in my ^ad, ap-

pear to me of the utmoft importance, and to demand their

mod early and ferious attention.

Senfible that I have omitted to fet down many things ne-

cefiary, and which probably, when deliberati.ng, they will

'

wifh



O F F I CI A L L E T T E R S. 151

wifli to be acquainted with,—and not conceiving myk-lf at li-

berty to depart from my poll (though to attend thern} with-

oiit their previous approbatioji,—I have requeued general

(Jates to fubjoin fuch hints of his own, as he may appre-

hend materia!. His military experience and intimate ac-

quaintance with the {itua.tlon of our affairs will enable him

to give Congrefs the fulleft fatisfaftion about the meafures

nccellary to be adopted at this alarming crifis ; and, with

hi^ zeal and attachment to the caufe of x\mcrica, have a

claim to their notice and favors.

When Conurefs (hail have come to a determination on

the fubjecl of this letter, and fuch parts of my former letters

as have not been determined on, you will be plea fed to

honor me with the refult.—I am, lir, See. G. W.

Sir, Nciv-TorJc^ May 20, 1776.

YOUR favor of the fixteenth, with feveral refolu-

t'ons of Congrefs therein inclofed, I had not the honor to' re-

ceive till laft night Before the receipt, I did not think myfelf'

at liberty to wait on Congrefs, although I v.-ifhed to doit;

and therefore the more readily confented to general Gates's

attendance, as I knew there were many matters which'

could be better explained in a pcrfonal interview than \\).

whole volumes of letters. He accordingly fet out for Phil-

adelphia yefterday morning, and mufl have been too far

advanced on his journey (as he propofed expedition) to be

overtaken.

I fhail, if I can fettle fome matters which are in agitation

with the provincial Congrefs here, follow to-morrow or next

day ; and therefore, with every fentiment of regard, attach-

ment, and gratitude to Congrefs for their kind attention to

the means which they think may be conducive to my health,

and with particular tlianks to you for the politenefs of your

invitation to your houfe, conclude, dear'fir, your mod obe^-'

dicnt, &c. G. W,
L4
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Sir, Philadelphia, June 3, 1776.

I HAVE perufed the petition preferred by the in-

dependent corps of Bofton, and beg leave, through you,

to inform Congrefs that the five regiments there are ex-

tremely deficient in arms, as are many other regiments in

continental pay -, and fubmit it to their con fi deration,

whether any part of the arms lately taken, under thefe cir-

cumllances, fhould be delivered to the gentlemen applying

for them j— determining at the fame time, that whatever de-

cifion they come to will be agreeable to me, and be literally

complied v/ith, by, fir, your moft obedient, &c. G. W.

Sir, New-Tor^, June 7, 1776.

I DO myfelf the honor to inform Congrefs that I ar-

rived here yefterday afternoon about one o'clock, and found

all in a (late of peace and quiet. I had not time to view the

works carrying on, and thofe ordered to be begun when I

went away ; but have reafon to believe, from the report of

fuch of the general and other officers as I had the pleafure

to fee, that they have been profecuted and forwarded with

all poffible diligence and difpatch.

I am much concerned for the fituation of our aflairs in Ca-

nada, and am fearful, ere this, it is much worfe than was

firft reported at Philadelphia. The intelligence from thence,

in a letter from captain Wilkinfon of the fecond regiment,

to general Greene, is truly alarming. It not only confirms

the account of colonel Biddle and major Sherburne's defeat,

but feems to forebode general Arnold's, with the lofs of

Montreal.—-I have Inclofed a copy of the letter, which will

but too well fhew that there is foundation for my apprehen-

lions.

On wednefday evening I received an exprefs from general

Schuyler, with fundry papers refpefting fir John Johnflon,

which I have not time to copy, as the poft is jufl going off,

but
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tut will do myfelf the honor of tranfmittlng you as foon as I

poflibly can.

Before I left Philadelphia, I employed a perfon to fuper-

intend the building of the gondolas which Congrefs had re-

folved on for this place. He is arrived, and all things feem

to be in a proper channel for facilitating the work : but

when they are done, we fhall be in much want of guns,

having never received any of thofe taken by commodore

Hopkins.

Be pleafed to mention me to Congrefs with the utmoft re-

fpe£l- ; ar,d I am, fir, with every fentiment of regard and

efteem, your and their mofl obedient fervant, G. W.
P. S. I this minute received your favor of the fifth in-

ftant.—I am in need of commiffions, and beg Congrefs to

point out precifely the line 1 am to purfue in filling them

up. This I mentioned in my letter of the eleventh ultimo.

—I am much pleafed at the fortunate captures, and the ge-

nerous condu6l of the owners and mafters, for tlie tender of

the money to Congrefs.

Sir, 7""^ S, 1776.

IN my letter of yefterday which I had the honor of

-addreffing you, and which was defigned to have gone by

poft, but was prevented by his departure before the ufual

time, I mentioned my having received by exprefs a letter and

fundry papers from general Schuyler, refpe£ling fir John

Johnfton, copies of which I herewith tranfmit you for your

infpeclion and perufal. They will (hew you what meafures

were planned and attempted for apprehending him, and fe-

curing the Scotch Highlanders in Tryon county.

Having heard that the troops at Bollon are extremely un-

eafy and almoft mutinous for want of pay (feveral months

being now due), I muft take the liberty to repeat a queftion

contained in my letter of the fifth ultimo,—" what mode

is to be purfued refptcling it ? whether is money to be fent

from
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from hence by the paymafter-general, or fome perfon I'ubor-

dinate to him to be appointed there for that purpofe ? — I ex-

pe£led fome dii'e61;ion would have been given in this in-

ftance, long ere this, from what was contained in yours ac-

companying (or about the time of) the laft remittance. I

prefume it has been omitted by reafon of the multiplicity of

important bufinefs before Congrefs.

' In perufing the feveral refolves you honored me with when

at Pliiladelphia and fince my return, I find one allowing a

chief engineer for the armv in a feparate department. Tlie

fervice requiring many of them, I wifh Congrefs, if they

know any perfons fkilled in this bufinefs, would appoint

them. General Schuyler has frequently applied, and fug-

gefted the neceflity of having fome in Canada.— I myfelf

know of none.

I alfo find there is a refolve of the third of June ior

taking Indians into the fervice, wliich, if literally conitrued,

confines them to that in Canada.— Is that the meaning of

Congrefs, or that the commander-in-chief may order their

fervice to any place he may think necefiary?

In jrefpedl to the eftabli filing exprefles between the feveral

continental pofls,—M-ho is to do it?—the refolve does not

fay.— Is it expedled by Congrefs that I fnould ? —Whoever

the work is affigned to, I think, (liould execute it with the

utrhofl; difpatch- The late imperfect and contradictory ac-

counts refpecting our defeat at the Cedars ftrongly point

out the necelhty there is for it. No intelligence is yet come

from any officer in command there (and moil probably for

want of a proper channel to convey it), tliough this misfor^

lune happened fo long ago.

"When 1 had the honor of being in Ccngreff, if I miilake

not, I heard a refolve read, or M-as told of one, allowing the

New-York troops the fime pay as others in tlic continental

fervice. This, if any fuch, 1 do not find , and if tliere is not

fuch a one, I fhall be under fome embarrafTmenr, how to pay

the militia to be provided by this province. The refolve pro-

viding
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viding them fays tliey are to be paid, while in fervice, as

other troops are. But if thofe enlifted . heretofore in this

province are to receive according to the firft eftablifhment, it

is a matter of doubt, what the militia are to have.

Before this comes to hand, a hand-bill, containing an ac-

count of a vidory gained by general Arnold over the party

that had defeated colonel Biddle and major Sherburne, will

mofi: probably have reached you. I have inquired into the

authenticity of this fortunate report, and have found there

is no dependence to be put in it ; nor do I believe it deferv-

ing of the lead credit. I (hall be happy not to hear the re-

verfe.—I have the honor to be, &:c. G. W.
P. S. If Congrefs have come to any refolution about an

allowance to induce men to re-enlift, you will pleafe to fa-

vor me with it, as the time the rifle regiment is engaged for

is jull expired.

As the militia will be coming in, and they will be in much
need of covering, pleafe to have all the tents, and cloth pro-

per for making them^ that can be procured, forwarded as

foon as poffible.

Sir, Ncw-Tork^Juiie <^, i']'j(),

I WAS honored yefterday with your favor of the fe-

venth, with its inclofures. When Dr. Potts arrives, I fhall

order him to Canada or Lake-George, as may appear moft

proper. It is certainly neceflary that he or Dr. Strin<Ter

fhould go to the former.—The refolve refpeding general

Wooiler's recall I will immediately tranfmit him, with di-

reflions to repair hither without delay.

The fituation of our affairs in Canada, as reported by the

honorable commifTioners, is truly alarming ; and I am forry

that m.y opinion of the ill confequences refuiting from the

fhort enliftment of the army fhould be but too well con-

firmed by the experience they have had of the want of dif»

cipline and order in our foldiery there. This induces me

again
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again to wlfli Congrefs to determine on a liberal allowance

to engage the troops already in fervice to re-enlift for a

longer period, or during the continuance of the war : nor

can I forbear exprefTing my opinion of the propriety of keep-

ing the military chcR always rupplied with money, as evils

of the mod interefting natrurc are often produced for want

of a regular payment of troops.—The negledl makes them

impatient and uneafy.

I am much furprifed at the fcarcity of provifions there,

particularly of fiour; as, from feveral accounts I had re-

ceived from thence, I was led to expert that cotifiderable

fupplies of tliat article could be procured there. That our

misfortunes may not become greater, I have wrote to the

commiHary to forward more provifions, in addition to thole

already fent.

An adjutant and quartcr-mafler-general are indifpenfably

Tieccirary,wlth aiTillants. The money favedtothe continent

by their non-appointment will be but fmall and trifling,

when put in competition with the lofs for want of them.

Colonel Fleming, who a6led in the former capacity under

general Montgomery, is now here : but his indifpofition is

fuch as to render him unfit, at this time, for the pofl :—it Is

an important one, and requires vigor and activity to dif-

charge the duties of it. He will be of much fervice to

colonel Reed, the bufinefs of whole office will increafe con-

fiderably by the augmentation of the army.

It will be necell'ary, too, that the commdfi'aries in Canad;i,

and the deputy quarter-mafter-generals, fl)0uld have ieverai

aflillants and clerks : nor do I think a precife number can

be fixed on, as a variety of circumftances may and muft oc-

cur, to render the number, eflential for doing the bufinefs in

diofe departments, greater or lefs at different times. It

will be better, I apprehend, to leave it indefinite, and with

power to the commanding officer to allow fuch as may be

\vanted.

i am ftill in the dark, how the unfortUHate affair ended at

• tlie
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the CcJar?, or on wliat terms the farrenclcr was made, as

the lafl letter from ihc comnu(Tioncrs has reference to a

former, and mentions nn agreement entered into, which I

have not fecn : but I know of it more than I could wifh.

1 have received from Providenrc, in confequence of JMr.

I^.Iorris's order, as chairman of the fecret committee of Cou-

{^rsfs, two hundred and tiiirty-four mufkets, in part of the

two hundred and fortv'-four dire<fted to be fent. The in-

clofed copy of a letter fiom Mr. Brown will account for the

deficiency.

I fliail be much obliged by your ordering a quantity of lead

and flints to be immediately forwtirded : our demands for

botli are and will be very preffing. There are alfo wanted

fome particular and neceflary medicines to complete our hof-

pital chefis, of which I will get Dr. Tvlori^an to furnifii Con-

grefs with a lift, when he writes or waits on tliem about

fome other matters ncreflary to be fixed in his department.

As general Woofler, in all probability, will be here in a

little time in compliance with the refolve of Congrefs and

my order tranfmitted to him, I vvidi to know what I am to
'

•In with him when he comes.

General Schuyler, in his letter of the thirty-fnft ultimo

of which I tranfmitted you a copy yeflerday, mentions that

fundry pcrfons had a defign to fei/e h.im as a tory, and pro-

bably ftili have ; and wifhes Congrefs to give him fome

public mark of their approbation, if they are convinced of

his zc^'if.nd attachment to the caufe of his country.—

Whether he intended tlrat I (hoidd ccmmu:ncate his defire

to them, or not, I am not certain : but, fuppofing that he

did, I mud beg leave to requcll that you will lay the para-

graph before them, that they may do, in the inftance of his

requilition, whatever they may judrje neceflary.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W.
p. S. If Congrefs have agreed to the report of the com-

mittee for allowing the Indians fifty pounds for every pri-

foner vjiey (hall take at Niagara, 5:c, it is materia! i fhculd

be



isS GENERAL WASHINGTON'S

be informed of it. This will be a favorable opportunity for

them to embrace, to gain poiTcfhon of Detroit and the other

polls, whiill the enemy are engaged towards Montreal, &:e.

3]Rj JS'^yJ-york, June lO, 1776^

SINCE I did niyfcif the honor of writing to you

\eilerday5 1 have had the {;itisfa£lion of feeing, and for a

few minutes converfing with, Mr. Chafe and Mr. Carroll

from Canada. Their account of our troops and the fituation

of afKiirs in that department cannot poflibly furprife you

more than it has done me. But I need not touch upon a

fubie£t which you will be fo well informed of from the foun-

tain-head i nor fhould I have given you the trouble of a let-

ter by this day's poft, but for the dillraclion which feems to

prevail in the commiilary's department, as well as others in

tliat quarter,— the neceffity of having it under one general di-

reftion,—and the diilatisfa£lion of colonel Trumbull at tlie

allowance made him by Congrefs as an equivalent for his trou-

ble. With refpecl to this particular matter, I can only fay

tliat I think he is a man well [calcuUucd] for the bufmefs,

and that, where a (liilling is Hived in the pay, a pound maybe

loil by mifmanagemicnt in the otlice j and that his refigna-

tion at this time (I mean this campaign) may pofnbly be at-

tended with fatal confequences. I therefore humbly fub-

mit to Congrefs the propriety of handfomely rewarding thofe

gentlemen who hold fuch very important, troublefome, and

hazardous offices, as commiifary and quarter-mailer.

In fpeaking to the former about the fupplies necelTdry for

the troops to be raifed, he informed me that the quantity of

fait provifions which was fliipping from hence might render

his attempts to do it precarious 5 in confequence of which,

I defired him to lay the matter before the convention of this

colony, which he will do this day, but in the mean while

defired Congrefs might be informed of the matter, which I

cannot
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caiiDot better do than in his own words inclofed, and fub-

niit the confidcration of it to the Nvifdom of that honorable

body.

To Conajrefs I alio fubmlt the propriety of keeping the two

continental bataliicris (under the command of coionels Shee

and IvI' Gaw) at Philadelphia, when there is the greateft

probability of a fpeedy attack upon this place, from the

king's troops. The encou-agements given by governor

Tryon to the difaffetSted, which are circulated, no one can

well tell how,—the movements of thefe kind of people, which

are more eafy to perceive than defcribe,— the confident

report, which is faid to have come immediately from gover-

nor Tryon, and brought by a frigate from Halifax, that the

troops a't that place were embarking for thisj—-added to 3

rhoufand incidental circumftances, trivial in themfeives, but

ilrong from compariion,—leave net a doubt upon my mind

but that troops are hourly expelled at the Hook.

I had no doubt when I left this city for Philadelphia, but

that fome meafures would have been taken to fecure the fuf-

peiiled and dangerous perfons of this government before

now, ai]d left orders for the military to give every aid to the

civil power. But the fubjedtis delicate, and nothing is done

in it. We may therefore have internal as well as external

enemies to contend wifh.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W,

Sir, Hccd-^iarters^ Nciv-Tork, Jiirx 1 3, 1 776.

I HAVE the honor of tranfrnittin? to Cono-refs a

letter which came by cxprefs laft night from geiieral Schuylei^,

inclofing a copy of a letter to hinx from colonel Kirkland. I

have likewife inclofed the copy of one direfted to general Put-

nam or the commanding officer at New-York. The repre-

ientations contained in thefe letters have induced me, without

waiting the determination of Congrefs, to dire£lgentral Schuy-

icr immediately to commence a treaty with the Six-Nations,

and
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and to engage them in our intcreft, upon the bed terms he

and his colleagues in commifTion can procure : and I truft

the urgency of the occafion will jullify my proceeding to the

Congrefs:— the neceflity for decifion and difpatch in all our

mcafures, in my opinion, becomes every day more and more

apparent.

The exprefs, Mr. Bennet, was overtaken at Albany by

general Schuyler, who had received intelligence at Fort-

George that a confiderable body of Mohawk Indians were

cominc down the Mohawk river under the condu6l of fir

John Jolinfton. The general's extreme liurry would not

allow liim to write: but it fcems his intention is to colle£l

at Albany a fufhcient force to oppofe iir John. I have given

him my opinion that colonel Dayton's regiment fliould be

employed in that fervice, and to fecure the poll where Fcrt-

Stanwix formerly flood.

In confequcnce of an information that feveral merchants

vere exporting fait pork and beef from this place, I requefled

tlie commiflafy to make application to the provincial Con-

grefs for a reilraint to be laid on the exportation of thofe

articles, as I apprehended, not only that the enemy might

receive fupplies by the capture of our veilels, but that out

people might fiiortly experience a fcarciry. The provincial

Congrefs have accordingly made a refolution (a copy of

which is inclofcd) to (lop the exportation for fourteen days.

They expert Congrefs will in the mean time frame feme ge-

neral regulations on this head. They are unwilling (they

fav) to fubject their conflituents to partial reftraints.

I once mentioned to Congrefs that 1 thought a war-office

extremely neceflary ; and they feemed inclined to inlUtute

one for our army : but the affair feems to have been fince

dropped. Give mc leave again to infift on the utility and im-

portance of fuch an eftablilhment. The more 1 refle£l upon

the fubje£l, the more I am conviuced of its neceflity, and

that affairs can never be properly conduced without it.

*Tis with pleafure I receive the reioivc inclofed in your

favor

2
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favor of the eleventh inftant. One confiderable ground of

diflatisfadlion in the army is thereby removed.

I have employed perfons in building the gon<loIas and

rafts which the Congrefs thought neceflaryfor the defence of

this place ; and, in conjunction with the provincial Congrefs,

have determined to fink chevaux-de-frife, one of which is

already begun.

I am, with tlie utmoft refpedl and efteemj Sec, G. W.

Sir, Neiv-Torkj June 14, 1776,

I Herev/ith tranfmic you copies ofa letter from gene-

ral Schuyler and its feveral inclofures, which I received fince I

had the honor of addrelhng you yefterday. From thefe you

will learn that general Thomas died the fecond inflant ; and

the apprehenfions of our frontier friends in this colony, that

Dur favage foes are meditating an attack againft them.

1 mud beg leave to refer you to a paragraph in the copy

of general Schuyler's letter to general Putnam or the com-

manding officer here, inclofed in mine of the thirteenth^

where he requefts a fupply of clothing to be fent for the

army in Canada. As there is but little or no probability of

getting it here, I fliall be glad to know whether there will be

any chance of procuring it in Philadelphia ; and, if it {houid

be fent through the hands of the quarter-mafter here, to

what account it is to be charged.

I \ya5 laft evening favored with yours of the eleventh in-

flant, and hope the two batallions, which Congrefs have

ordered from Philadelphia for the defence of this place, will

Come provided v/ith arms. If they do not, they will be of

ho fervlce, as there are more troops here already than are

armed.

From general Schuyler's letter, he has in view the tak-

ing poll where Fort-Stanwix formerly fcood. I wrote him,

1 thought It prudent, previous to that, to fecure a poll lower

down, about the falls below the German-Flats, left the

Vol. L M ' favages
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favages fhould poflcfs themfelves of the country, and pre-

vent fiipplies of men and provifions that may be necefTary

to fend there in future. He fays he is in want of cannon

and ammunition ; but has exprefled himfelf fo ambiguoufly,

that I am at a lofs to know whether he meant what he has

faid as an application or not,— this being the only intelli-

gence on the fubjecl:, and the firft mention of his want. I

have defired him to explain the matter, and, in his future re-

Cjuifitions for neceflaries, to be more certain and explicit as

to quantity and quality. In the 'mean time I fliall fend him

fome intrenching tools, and inquire whether there are any

cannon that can be fpared from hence.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W.

Sir, Ncw-1'o} k^ Sfiine 1 6, 1776,

I DO myfelf the honor to tranfmit to Congrefs a

copy of a letter covering copies of other papersj .vhicli I re-

ceived yefterday evening from general Sullivan. The intel-

ligence communicated by him is pleafmg and inierefling, and

fuch as muft afford the greateil fatisfaction, if the conduct

the Canadians have difcovered fmce his arrival among them

is ingenuous and fmcere.

, General Sullivan mentions his having given commiffions

to fome of the Canadians as a meafure founded in neceflity,

and requefts my approbation of it. But not confidering

myfelf emipowered to fay any thing upon the fubjeft, it may

not be improper for Congrefs to give him their opinion in

this inllance.

I have alfo inclofcd copies of General Schuyler's letters

receivexl at the fame time. They contain accounts refpedl-

ing the Indians, variant from what was reported by Mr.

Kirkland, but aniounting to the fame thing,—the probabi-

lity of the favages attacking our frontiers.

By laft-niglu's poft I had information of a capture made

by our armed vefleJE, of one of the tranfports with a com-

pany
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pany of Highlanders on board, bound to Bofton. The in-

clofed extraft from general Ward's letter to me will give

you the intelligence more particularly.—There are accounts

in the city mentioning other valuable prizes : but as general

Ward has faiJ nothing of them, I fear they want authenti-

city.

I beg leave to mention that a further fum of money will

be wanted for our military chefl by the time it can be fent.

The inclofed note from the pay-mafter-general {hews the ne-

cellity for it j and I may add, befides his eftimate of draughts

to be made, there are the claims of the eafiern troops at

l^ofton for three or four months' pay, not included, and

now due.

Colonel Magaw is arrived with part of his batallion ; and

by wednefday evening the whole both of his and colonel

Shee's will be here, as I am told.

As it is and may be of great importance to have a com-

munication with the Jerfeys and Long-Ifland, I have had fe-

veral flat-bottomed boats built for the purpofe, and have

thoughts of getting more for Pofaic and Hackinfac rivers,

where they may be equally neceiTary for tranfpqrting our

army or part of it occafionally, or fuccours coming to or

going from it.— I have the honor to be, &c. G. W,

Sir, Keuu-Yorli^'June 17, 1776.

I BEG leave to inform Congrefs that general Woofter

has reoaired to head-quarters in obedience to their refolve

tranfmitted him ; and fhall be extremely glad if they will

give me fuch further diredions about him as they may con-

ceive neceflary. He is defirous of feeing his family in Con-

neclicut, as I am informed, having been a good while frorn

it.—I (hall wait their inftructions as to his future employ-

ment.

I am, fir, with fentiments of much efteem, &c. G. W.
]M 2
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Sir, New-Torky June 20, 1776*

I AM now to acknowiedge the receipt of your favors

of tlie fourteenth and eighteenth inftant, and the interefling

refolves contained in them, with which I have been honored.

The feveral matters recommended to my attention fliall be

particularly regarded, and rhe dire£l:ions of Congrefs and

your requeils complied with in every inftance, as far as in

xny power.

The inftituting a war-offke h certainly an event of great

importance, and, in all probability, will be recorded as fucb

in the hiftoric page. The beneiits derived from it, I flatter

myfclf, will be confiderable, though the plan upon v/hich it

is firft formed may not be entirely perfe£^. This, like other

great v/orks, in its firft edition, may not be free from error :

—time will difcover its defe£ls, and experience fuggeft the

remedy, and fuch further improvements as may be neceffary j

but it v/as right to give it a beginning, in my opinion.

The recommendation to the convention of New-York for

Teftraining and punifhing difafteftcd perfons,- 1 ani' hopeful,

will be attended with falutary confequences j and the prohi-

bition againft exporting provifions appears to have been a

meafure founded in found policy, left proper fupplies {hould

be wanted, wherewith tv) fupply out armies.

I have tranfmitted general Schuyler the refolves about the'

Indians, and the others on which he is to atl ; and have re-^

quefted his ilricl atten-tion ami exertions in order to their

being carried Into execution vv^ith all pofhble difpatch.

1 note yaur requeft refpeiSting Mr. Hancock. He fhali

have fuch directions as may be necelFary for conducing his

off.ce •, and I am happy he will have fo early a remittance

for paying the troops in his department.

The fiiver and paper money deGgned for Canada will be

highly ferviceable, and I hope will be the means of re-efta-

b'iihinfT our credit there in fome degree with the Canadians,-

and alio encourage our men too, who have complained iii'

S this.
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this inftance. When it arrives, I will fend it forward under

a proper guard.

I have communicated to major-general Gates the refolve

of Congrefs for him to repair to Canada, and diredied him

to view Point-au-fer, that a fortrefs may be erected if he

ihall judge neceflary. He is preparing for his command, and

in a few days will take his departure for it, I would fain

hope his arrival there will give our affairs a complexion dif-

ferent from what they have worn for a long time pad, and

that many effential benefits will refult from it.

The kind attention Congrefs have fnewn to afford the

commander-in-chief here every affiilance, by refolving that

recommendatory letters be written to the conventions of

New-Jerfey, New-York, and affembly of Connedlicut, to

authorife him to call in the militia in cafe of exigency,

claims my thankful acknowledgments •, and, I truff, if carried

into execution, will produce many advantages in cafe it may

be expedient ac any time to call in early ,reinforcements.

The delays incident to the ordinary mode may frequently

render their aid too late, and prove exceedingly injurious.

I this evening received intelligence of the nineteentli in-

Hant from captain Pond of the armed fioop Schuyler, of

his having taken, about fifty miles from this, on the foutii

fide of Long-Ifland, a flnp and a floop bound to Sandy-

Hook. The fnip, from Glafgow, with a company of the

forty-fecond regiment, had been taken by one of commodore

Hopkins's fleet, who took the foldiers out, and ordered her

to Rhcde-Illand j after which, flie was retaken by the Cer-

berus, and put under the convoy of the iloop. As captain

Pond informs nie, there were five commiffioned ofiicers,

tv/o ladies, and four privates on board. They are not yet

arrived at head-quarters.—Inclofcd is an invoice of what

they have on board.

General Wooiler having expreffed an inclination and wlfh

to wait oa Congrefs, I have given hini permiffion, not hav-

in^^ any occafion for him here. He ft-t out this morning.

M 3 I have
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I have been up to view the grounds about Kingfbridgej and

find them to admit of feveral places well calculated for de-

fence ; and, efteeraing 5t a pafs of the utmoft importance,

have •rdered works to be laid out, and fliall dire£l part of

the two batalHons from Pennfylvania to fet about the ex-

ecution immediately, and will add to their number feveral

of the militia when they come in, to expedite them with all

poffible difpatch. Their confequence, ns they will keep open

the communication with the country, requires the mod:

fpeedy completion of them.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W.

Sir, Neiv-Torky Jiaic 2ij ^11^'

I WAS this morning honored with your favor of the

nineteenth inflant, with fundry refolves of Congrefs, which

came to hand after I had clofed mine of the twentieth. I

fhall appoint a deputy mufter-mafter-general as foon as I can

fix upon a proper perfon for the office, anddirfeft him im-

mediately to repair to Canada.

Mr. Bennet, the bearer of this, delivered me a letter to-

day from general Schuyler, inclofing the proceedings of the

commiffioners of Indian affairs at a m.eeting at Albany in

confequence of the refolution of Congrefs (as they fay)

which I tranfmitted, the feventh inftant, for engaging the

Indians in our fervice. The gentlemen appear to mc to

h?.ve widely miftaken the views of Congrefs in this inftance,

and to have formed a plan for engaging fuch Indians as v.-ere

not in contemplation. I cannot account upon what princi-

ples they have gone, as a part of their proceedings fhev.s

they are about to hold a confeience with the Six-Nations.

I fappofe they efleenied what they have done a necefHiry

meafure :— a copy of which I have the honor to inclofe

you.

I (hall now beg leave to lay before Congrefs a propofition

made to me by captain Leary of this city, in behalf of a

body
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body of men who are defirous of bsing employed in the con-

tinental fervice as a troop of horfe, and at the fame time to

offer my opinion that fuch a corps may be extremely ufeful

in many rcfpecls. In a march, they may be of the utmofl fer-

vice in reconnoitring the enemy and gaining intelligence, and

have it in their power to render many im.portaut. benefits.

The terms on which they are willing to engage are inclofed,

wliich appear to me moderate and reafont^ble.— I am alfo in-

formed that another company might readily be made up, and

moft probably upon the fame terms. I would therefore fub-

mit the propriety and expediency of the meafure to the con-

fideration of Congrefs, and wifli their opinion whether it

will be agreeable to them that botir or either of them fiiould

be formed and incoi'porated in this army, in manner as has

been propofed by captain Leary, if it can be done.

I liave the honor to be, &c. G. Vv'.

Sir, Head-.^iartcrs, Jane 21, 1776.

THIS will be delivered to you by the chevalier de

Klrmovan and monfieur dc Vermoaet. They are French

gentlemen juft arrived in this place, who have made appli-

cation to me to b-' received Into the continental fervice.

They bring letters to Dr. Franklin and fome other gentle-

men of the Congrefs. I fuppofe it will better appear from

thofe letters, than from any information I can give, whether

it will be proper to employ them in the capacity they are

defirous of.

I am, fir, with the gveatefl eftecm, &c. G. "\V.

Sir, Neiv-Torkf June 2?, 1 7 76.

I Herewith tranfmit you an extraft of a letter from ge-

neral Vv^'ard which came to hand by laft-night's poft, con-

taining ,the agreeable intelligence of their having obliged the

king's fhips to leave Nantafkct road, and of two tranfports

M 4 more
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more being taken by our armed vefTels, with two hundred

^nd ten Highland troops on board.

I fincerely Vi^ifli the fame fuccefs h^d attended our arms ir;

another quarter :—but it has not. In Canada, the fituation

of our affairs is truly alarming. The inclofed copies of ge-

nerals Schuyler, Sullivan, and Arnold's letters will inform

you that general Thompfon has met with a repulfe at Three-?

Rivers, and is now a prifoner in the hands of general Bur-

goyne, who (thefe accounts fay) is arrived with a confider-

able army. Nor do they feem to promife an end of our mif-.

fortunes here :—it is greatly to be feared that the next ad-

vices from thence will be, that our fliattered, divided, and

broken army (as you will fee by the return) have been ob-

liged to abandon the country, and retreat, to avoid a greater

calamity,—that of being cut off or becoming prifoners.—

I

will have done upon the fubjcct, and leave you to draw fuch

conclufions as you conceive, from the ftateof fa£l:s, are mofl

likely to refult ; only adding my apprehenfions that one of

the latter events,— either that they are cut off, or become

prifoners,—has already happened, if they did not retreat

while they had an opportunity. General Schuyler a,nd ge-

neral Arnold feem to think it extremely probable : and if it

has taken place, it will not be eafy to defcribe all the fatal

confequcnces that may now from it. At leall: our utmoft

exertions will be nccefiary, to prevent the advantages they

have gained being turned to our greater misfortunes.—Ge-

neral Gates will certainly fet out to-morrow, and would have

j?;one tefore now, had he not expelled to receive fome par-

ticular in{lru(5lions from Congrefs, w^.ich colonel Braxtoii

faid he imagined would be given, and tranfmitted here.

Inclofed is a copy of a letter from general Arnold, re-

fpe£ling fome of tire Indian tribes, to general Schuyler, and

of a talk had at Albany with thirteeii of the Oneidas. They

feemed then to entertain a friendly difpofition towards US;^

which I v/ifn may not be changed by the misfortunes Vv^e

liave fuftained in Canada.

I have the lienor to be, ^'c, Q- Wo
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JSiR, Keiv-Tork^ JunC in y 1776.

I THIS morning received, bv exprefs, letters from

generals Schuyler and Arnold, with a copy of one from ge-

neral Sullivaii to the former, and alio of others to geaeral

Sullivan; of all which I do myfclf the honor to tranfmit

3'ou copies. They will give you a further account of tlie

melancholy fituation of our affairs In Canada, and {hew tiiat

there is nothing left to fave our army there but evacuating

the country.

I am hooeful eeneral Sullivan would retreat from tlie Ifle-^

?ux-noix without waiting for previous orders for that purpofc;

as, from generals Schuyler and Arnold's letters, it is much to

be feared, by remaining there any confiderable time, his re-

treat would be cut off, or at leaft be a matter of extreme

difficulty, I would obferve to Congrefs that it is not in my
power to fend any carpenters from hence to build the gon-

dolas and gallies general Arnold mentions, without taking

them from a work equally neceffary (if not more fo) here,

of the fame kind ,—and fubmit it to them whether it may

not be advifable (as it is of great importance to us to have a

number of tliofe vefTels on the lake, to prevent the encmy'$

paJfingJ to withdraw the carpenters for the pr^fent from the

frigates building up the North river, and detach them imme-

diately, with all that can be got at Philadelphia, for that

purpofe and carrying on thofe here.

I have the pleafure to inform you of another capture made by

our armed vefreIs,of a tranfport, on the nineteenth inllant, with

a company of Highland grenadiers on board. The inclofcd

extradl; of a letter from general Ward, by iall night's poll,

contains the particulars ; to u'hsca I beg leave to refer you-

I have been honored with your favors of the twenty-firfl and

twenty-fifth inPcant in due order, with their important inclc-^

fures, to which I Iliall particularly attend.—I have nanfmitted

gener::! Schuyler a copy of tlie refoivcof Congi-efs rcfptiiiing

the
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the Moliickan and Stockbridge Indians, and direcled him to

put an immediate ftop to the raifing the two companies.

The quarter-mafter-general has been called upon for flop-

ping the tents defigned for INIaflachufetts-Bay, and ordered

to forward them immediately. Ke means to write to Ccn-

grcfs upon the fubje^S, and hopes his conduct will not ap-

pear to deferve their reprehenfion. Of this they will judge

from his relation of the matter.

Being extremely defirous to forward the intelMgence from

Canada to Congrefs, well knowing their anxiety about our

affairs there, I mufl defer writing upon fome other matters

I want to lay before them, until the next opportunity, which

I hope will be to-morrow, when I will inform thern fully upon

the fubje£l of rations, having dcfired the commiilary-general

to furnifli me with fome things necefTary in that inftance.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W.

Sir, Ncvj-l'orky June 27, 1776.

UPON information that rnajcr * * * was travelling

through the country under fufpicious clrcumfhances, I

thought it neretTary to have him fecured. I therefore fent

after him. He was taken at Soutli-Amboy, and brought up

to New-York. Upon examination, he informed me that

he came from New-Hampfhire, the country of his ufual

abode, where he had left his family ; and pretended he was

deftined to Philadelphia on bufinefs with Congrefs.

As by his own confefTion he had crofTcd Hudfon's-rlver at

New-Windfor, and was taken fo far out of his proper and

direft route to Philadelphia, this confideration, added to the

length of time he had taken to perform his journey,—his

being found in fo fufpicious a place as Amboy,— his un-

neceilary flay there on pretence of getting fome baggage

from New-York, and an expectation of receiving mo-

ney from a perfon here, of bud character, and in no cir-

cumftances

.9
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tumftanres to furnifh him out of his own flock,—the ma-
jor's reputation, and his being a half-pay officer,—have in-

crcafed my jealoufies about liim.

The bufmeff, which he informs me he has with Congrefs,

is a ffCret offer of his fervices, to the end that, in cafe it fhould

be rejefled, he might have his way left open to an employ-

ment in the Eaft Indies, to which he is afhgned : and in that

cafe he flatters himfeif he will obtain leave of Congrefs to go

to Great Jiritain.

As he had been put upon his parole by Congrefs, I thoupht

it would be Improper to fiay his progrefs to Philadelphia,

fliould he be in fad. deftined thither. I therefore fend

him forward, but (to prevent impofitionj under the care of

an officer, with letters found upon him, wliich, from their

tenor, feem calculated to recommend him to C6ngrefs.—

I

fubmit It to their confideration, whether it M-ould not be

dangerous to accept of the offer of his fervices.

1 am, fir, with the greateft refpccl, Sic. G. W.

Sir, Ncu'-rorh, Juncz%, 1776.

IN compliance w.ith the requeft of Congrefs contained

in your favor of the tv/enty-fifth inftant, and my promife of

yefterday, I do myfelf the honor to inform you that the cofl

of a ration, according to the commifTary-gcneral's ellimate,

from the fird of July to the firfl of December, will be from

eight -pence to eight-pence halfpenny, York currency.

Having difcharged the obiigation I was under in this In-

flance, and finding that many applications have been n-iade

for vi6l:uailing the flying camp, I wouid, with ali poiTiblc

deference, v.-ifh Congrefs to confider the matter well before

they come to any determination upon it. Who tlie gentle-

men are that have made oitcrs upon this occafion, 1 know

not : confequeiitly my objections to their appointment can-

not proceed from perfonal diflike ; nor have I it in view to

fcrve Mr. Trumbull the commlfTary-general, by wifliing him

to
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to have the diredtion of the whole fupplies for his emolu-

ment ; becaufe whatever rations are taken from him fave

him the trouble of fupplying provifions to the amount, with-*

out diminifliing his pay,— that being fixed and certain :

—

but what influences me is a regard to the pubHc good. I

am morally certain, if the bufinefs is taken out of Mr. Trum-

bull's hands and put into another's, that it may, and will in

all probability, be attended with gi"eat and many inconveni-

ences. It is likely, during the continuance of the war be-

tween us and Great Britain, that the army here, or part of

it, and the troops compofing the flying camp, will be fre-

quently joined, and under the necefhty of aifording each

other mutual aid. If this event is probable (and moft, cer-

tainly it is), the fame confufion and diforder will refult from

having two commiffaries, or one commiiTary and one con-

traclor in the fame army in the fame department, as did be=-

tween INlr. Trumbull and Mr. Livingfton on the coming of

the former to New-York. I cannot difcriminate the tvv^o cafes i

and not forefeeing that any good confequences \vill flow from

the meafure, but that many bad ones will,—fuch as clafhing

of intcrefts,— a contention for (lores, carriages,—and many

other caufes that might be mentioned if hurry of bufinefs

would permit,—I confefs I cannot perceive the propriety of

appointing a different perfon, or any but the commifiary.

I would alfo add, that few armies, if any, have been better

fupplied than the troops under Mr. Trumbull's care in thi§

inftance; which, I fhould fuppofe, ought to have confidera-

ble weight, efpecially as we have flrong reafons to believe

that a large fhare of the misfortunes our arms have fufl:ained

in Canada fprang from a want of proper and necelTary fup-

plies of provifions.

Pvlr. Trumbull too (I am informed) has already made pro-

vlGon in Nev.'-Jerfey for the flying camp which will be fi:a-

tloned there, and employed proper perfons in that colony to

traufail the bufinefs incident to his department, in obediencq

to
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lo my orders, and in full confidence that it was to come un-

der his management.

My great defire to fee the affairs of tliis important pcO:, on

^vhich fo much depends, go on in an eafy, fmooth and un-

interrupted courfe, has led me to fay thus much upon the

fubjeft, and will, I hope, (if I am unhappy enough to differ

in opinion with Congrefs), plead my excufe for the liberty I

have taken.

I would alfo beg leave to mention to Congrefs the neceffity

there is of fome new regulations being entered into, refpeiSl-

ing the chaplains of this army. They will remember that

applications were made to increafe thei;; pay, which was con-

ceived too low for their fupport ; and that it was propofed

(if it could not be done for the whole) that the number

fhould be leffened, and one be appointed to two regiments,

with an additional allowance. This latter expedient was

adopted, and, while the army continued all together at one

encampment, anfv/ered well, or at leaft did not produce

many inconveniences. But the army now being differently

circumftanced from what it then was,— part here, part at

Bofton, and a third part detached to Canada,—has intro-

duced much confufion and diforder in this inftance 5 nor do

I know how it is poffible to remedy the evil, but by affixing

one to each regiment, with falaries competent to their fup-

porti No fhifting, no change from one regiment to another

can anfwer the purpofe ; and in many cafes it could never

be done though the regiments Ihould confent,—as where:

detachments are compofed of unequal numbers, or ordered

from different pofts. Many more inconveniences might be

pointed out : but thefe, it is prefumed, will fufficiently (hew

the defe£l of the prefent eflabilfnment, and the propriety of

an alteration. What that alteration fiiall be, Congrefs will

pleafe to determine.

Congrefs, I doubt not, will have heard of the plot that

Was forming among many difaffecled perfons In this city and

government for aiding the king's troops upon their arrival.

No
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No regular plan feems to have been digefted : but fevered

perfons have been enlifted, and fworn to join them. The

matter, I am in hopes, by a timely difcovery, will be fup-

prefled and put a flop to. Many citizens and others, among

ujiom is the mayor, are now in confinement. The matter

has been traced up to governor Tryon ; and the mayor ap-

pearr. to have been a principal agent, or go-between him

and the iperfons concerned in it. The plot had been com-

municated to fome of the army, and part of my guard en-

gaged in it. T * * * H * * *, one of them, has been

tried, and, by the unanimous opinion of a court-martial, is

fentenced to die,—having eniilled himfelf, and engaged

others. The fcntencc, by tlie advice of the v/hole council

of general officers, will be put in execution to-day at eleven

o'clock. The others are not tried.— I am hopeful this ex-

ample will produce many falutavy confequences, and deter

ctliers from entering into the like traitorous practices.

The inclofed copy of a refolve of the provincial Congrefa

will (hew that fome of the difaffecled on Long-Ifland have

taken up arms.- I have, agreeable to their requeft, fent a

party after them, but have not as yet been able to apprehend

them,— having concealed themfelves in different woods and

moraiTcs.

General Gates fet out on tuefday with a fine wind wliich

has been fair ever fince, and would foon arrive at Albany.

I this moment received a letter from lieutenant Davifon,

of the Schuyler armed floop, a copy of which I have in-

clofed ; to which 1 beg leave to refer you for the intelligence

communicated by him.

I could wifii general Howe and his armament not to ar-

rive yet, as not more than a tlioufand militia have yet

come in, and our whole force (including the troops at ail the

detached polls, and on board tlie armed vefTels, which are

comprehended in our returns) is but fmall and inconfider-

able, when compared with the extenfive lines tliey are to de-

fend, and (moil piobabIy)-the army that he brings. I have

no
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no fuvther intelligence about him than what the Ueutenant

mentions : but it is extremely probable his accounts and

conjeiSlures are true.

I have the honor to be, Sec. G. W.

P. S. I have inclofed a general return :— and it may be

cevtainlv depended on, that general Howe and fleet have

failed from Halifax. Some of the men, on board the prizes

mentioned in the lieutenant's letter, were on board tlie

Greyhound, and faw general Howe.

Sir, Nczu-7'ork, June 29, 1 776.

I WAS laft night honored with your favor of the

tvventy-fixth inft.uit, ami, agreeable to your requeft, Ihall

pay proper attention to the refolves it inclofed.
,

I obferve the augmentation Congrefs have refolved to

make to the forces deftined for the northern department, and

the bounty to be allowed fuch foldiers as wiil enlid for three

years. I hope many good confequences will refult from

thefe meafures ; and that, from the latter, a confiderable

number of men may be imluced to engage in the fervice.

I lliould eilcem myfelf extremely happy to afford the lead

aiTiftance to the Canada department in compliance with the

defire of Congrefs and your rcquifition, were it in iny power:

but it is not. The return vv-h;ch I tranfmltted yefterday

will but too well convince Congrefs of my incapacity in this

inftance, and point out to them that the force I now have is

trifling, conHdering the many and important poRs that are

neceflary, and mufl; be fupported, if pofuble. But few mili-

tia have yet com.e in, the whole being about t-.velve hundred,

including the two bataliions of this city, and one company

from the Jerfeys. I wiOi the delay may not be attended

with difagreeable confequences, and their aid may not come

too late, or when it may not be wanted. I have wrote,

—

I have done every thing I could, to call them in : but thr;y,

have
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have rot comej though I am told that they are general!/

•wining.

The accounts communicated yefterday through heutenant

Davifon's letter arc partly confirmed, and, I dare fay, will

tn^n our tabc true cii the whole. For two or three days

paft, three or four flilps have been dropping in ; and I juft

HOW received an exprefs from an officer appointed to keep

a look-out on Statcn-Ifland, that forty-five arrived at the

Hook to-day :—fome fay more *,—and I fuppofe the whole

Seer will be in, within a day or two. I am hopeful, before

they are prepared to attack, that I fliall get fome reinforce-

ments.—Be that as it may, I fiiall attempt to make the befi;

difpofition I can of our troops, in order to give them a pro-

per reception, and to prevent the ruin and deftrudion they

are meditating againft us.

As foon as the exprefs arrived laft night, I fent the letters

for the northern colonies to the quarter-mafter-general, with

orders to forward them immediately.

When monfieur Wiebert comes— (I have not feen him

yet)—I fhall employ him as Congrefs have directed. Thcj

terms upon which he offers his fcrvice feem to promife fomc-

thing from Idm. I wilh he may anfwer, and be {lulled in

the bunnefs he fays he is acquainted with.

I h.ave the honor to bcj &c. G. W.

S I Ry
'

Nciv- 1 'oi'k, Jmu 30, 1776.

I HAD the pieafure of receiving your favor of th^

twenty-ninth early this morning, with which you have been

pleafed to honor me, together with the refolves for a further

augmentation of our army.

The batallion of Germans, which Coigrefs have ordered

to be raifed, will be a corps of much fcrvice : and I am hope-t

fill that fuch perfons will be appoiuicd oiRcers, as will com-

plete their cnliilments with all polhbk expedition.

I flralJ
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i (hall communicate to colonel Stevenfon and one of his

field-officers what you have requefted, and dire£l them to re-

pair immediately to Philadelphia. It is an unlucky circum-

ftance that the term of enliftment of thefe three companies^

and of the rifle batallion, Ihould expire at this time, when a

hot campaign is, in all probability, about to commence.

Canada, it is certain, would have been an important ac-

quifition, and well worth the expenfes incurred in the purfuit

of it. But as we could not reduce it to our pofieffion, the

retreat of our army with fo little lofs, under fuch a variety

of diftrefies, muft be efteemed a moft fortunate event. It is

true, the accounts we have received do not fully authorife us

to fay that we have fuftained no lofs : but they hold forth a

probable ground for fuch conclufioh.—I am anxious to hear

it confirmed.

I have the honor of tranfmiting you an extra61: of a letter

received laft night from general "Ward.—If the fcheme the

privateers had in viev/, and the meafures he had planned,

have been carried into execution, the Higldand corps v/ill be

tolerably well difpofed of : but I fear the fortunate event has

not taken place.

In general Ward's letter, was inclofed one from lieute-

nant-colonel Campbell, who was made prifoner witli the High-

land troops. I have tranfmitted you a copy. This will give;

you a full and exad account of the number of p^rifoners that

were on board the four tranfports ; and will prove, beyond

a poffibllity of doubt, that the evacuation of Boiton by the

Britifh troops was a matter neither known nor expcded

when he received his orders. Indeed fo many fa^ls had

concurred before to fettle the matter, that no additional

proofs were neceffary.

When I had the honor of addreffing you yeRerday, I had

only been informed of the arrival of forty-five of the fleet iu

the morning. Since that, I have received authentic intelli-

gence from fundry perfons (among them, from general

Greene) that a hundred and ten fail cams in before night.

Vol. L N that
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that were counted, and that more were feen about du(k In

the offing.—I have no doubt but the whole that failed from

Halifax are now at the Hook.

Juft as I was about to conclude my letter, I received one

from a gentleman upon the fubje6l of calling the five regi-

ments from Bofton to the defence of Canada or New-York,

and to have militia raifed in their lieu.—I have fent you a

copy, and (hall only obferve, that I know the author well

:

his hand-writing is quite familiar to me : he is a member of

the general court, very fenfible, of great influence, and a

warm and zealous friend to the caufe of America.—The ex-

pedient pvopofed by him is fubmitted to Congrefs.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W.

Sir, New-Tor k, July 3, 1776.

SINCE I had the honor of addreffing you, and on

the fame day, feveral fliips more arrived within the Hook,

making the number that came in then a hundred and ten; and

there remains no doubt of the whole of the fleet from Halifax

being now here. Yefterday evening fifty of them came up

the bay and anchored on the Staten-Ifland fide. Their views

I cannot precifely determine ; but am extremely apprehen-

five, as part of them only came, that they mean to furround

the ifland, and fecure tlie ftock upon it. I had confulted

v/ith a committee of the provincial Congrefs upon the fub-

jec^, before the arrival of the fleet j and they appointed a

pcrfon to fuperintend the bufinefs, and to drive the ftock off.

J alfo wrote to brigadier-general Heard, and directed him to

the meafure, left it might be ncgkdled ; but am fearful It

has not been effefled.

Our reinforcement of militia is yet but fmall :— I cannot

afcertaia the amount, not having got a return. However, I

truil, if the enemy make an attack, they will meet with a re-

p^ife, as'i have the pleafure to inform you that an agreeable

fpirit
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fpirit and wlllingnefs for adlion feem to animate and pervade

the whole of our troops.

As it is difficult to determine what objeds the enemy may

have in contemplation, and whether they may not detacli

fome part of their force to Amboy, and to ravage that part of

the country, if not extend their views farther, I fubnilt it

to Congrefs whether it may not be expedient for them to re-

peat and prefs home their requefls to the different governments

that are to provide men for the flying camp, to furnifh their

quotas with all poffible difpatch. It is a matter of great im-

portance, and will be of ferious confequence, to have the

camp eftablifhed in cafe the enemy Ihould be able to poffefs

themfelves of this river, and cut off the fuppiies of troops

that might be neceffary on certain emergencies to be fent

from hence.

I muft entreat your attention to an application I made

fome time ago for flints. We are extremely deficient in

this neceffary article, and (hall be greatly didreffed it we

cannot obtain a fupply. Of lead we have a fulficient

quantity for the whole campaign, taken off the houi^s

here.

Efteeming it of infinite advantage to prevent the enemy

from getting frefli provifions, and horfes for their waggons^

artillery, &c, I gave orders to a party of our men on Staten-

ifland (fince writing to general Heard) to drive the flock off

without waiting for the affiftance or diredion of the com-

mittees there^ left their flow mode of tranfading buGnefs

might produce too much delay;—and have fent this morn-

ing to know what they have done.—I am this morning in-

formed by a gentleman, that the committee of Elizabeth-

town fent their company of light-horfe on monday to effedt

it, and that fome of their militia were to give their aid yef-

terday. He adds that he was credibly told iaft night by a

party of the militia coming to this place, that yefterday they

faw a good deal of ftoek driving off the ifland, and croffmg

N 2 to
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to the Jerfeys.—If the bufinefs is not executed before now,

it will be impodible to do it.

I have the honor to be, &c.
' G. W.

Sir, New-Tork^ July 4, 1776.

THIS will be handed to you by colonel Stevenfon,

whom I have ordered, with the captains of the two rifle

companies from Maryland, to wait on Congrefs. They

will point out fuch meafures as they conceive mofl likely to

advance the raifing of the new rifle batallion, and the perfons

they think worthy of promotion, that have ferved in the

three companies here, agreeable to the inclofed lift. I am

not acquainted with them myfelf, but from their report and

recommendation which I doubt not to be juft ; and that, if

Congrefs will pleafe to inquire of them, they will mention

other proper perfons for officers.

Only about forty of the three old companies have re-en-

lifted, whom I ftiall form into one for the prefent, and place

under an ofticer or two, till a further and complete arrange-

ment is made of the whole batallion.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W.

Sir, Nnv-Torky July 4, 1776.

"WHEN I had the honor to addrefs you on the thirtieth

ultimo, I tranfmitted a copy of a letter I had received from

a gentleman, a member of the honorable general court [0/

MciJJachufeti5]y fuggefting the improbability of fuccours com-

ing from thence in any rcafonable time, either for the defence

oF this place, or to reinforce our troops engaged in the Ca-

nada expedition. I am forry to inform you, that, from a var^

riety of intelligence, his apprehenfions appear to be juft, and

to be fully confirmed : nor have I reafon to expe6l but that

the fupplies from the other two governments, Connedlicut

and
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and Nevv-Hampfhire, will be extremely flow and greatly de-

ficient in number.

As it now feems beyond queftion, and clear to demonftra-

tion, that the enemy mean to diredl their operations and

bend their moil vigorous efforts againft this colony, and will

attempt to unite their two armies,—that under general Bur-

goyne, and the one arrived here,—I cannot but think the ex-

pedient propofed by that gentleman is exceedingly jull ; and

that the continental regiments, now in the MaiTachufettsBay,

ihould be immediately called from thence, and be employed

where there is the ftrongeft reafon to believe their aid Vvill

be indifpenfably neceflary. The expediency of the meafure

I fliall fubmit to the confideration of Ccngrefs, and will only

obferve, as my opinion, that there is not the mofl diftant

profpe6l of an attempt being made, where they now are, by

the enemy ; and, if there fnould, that the militia that can be

aflembled upon the (horteft notice will be more than equal to

repel it. They are well armed, refolute, and determined,

and will inftantly oppofe any invafion that may be made iii

their own colony.

I (hall alfo take the liberty again to requefl Congrefs to

intereft themfelves in having the miliria raifed, and forward-?

ed with all pofllble expedition, as fall as any confiderable

number of them can be collected, that are to compofe the

flying camp. This I mentioned in my letttr yefterday, but

think proper to repeat it, being more and more convinced of

the necefllty. The camp will be in the neighborhood of

Amboy : and I fhall be glad that the conventions, or com-

mittees of fafety, of thofe governments from whence they

come, may be requefted to give me previous notice of their

marching, that I may form fome plan, and diredl provifion

to be made for their reception.

The difaffecSlion of the people at that place and others not

far diftant is exceedingly great ; and, unlefs it is checked and

overawed, it may become more general, and be very alarm-

ing. The arrival of the enemy will encourage it. Tliey, or

N 3 at
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at leafl a part of them, are already landed on Staten-IHand

which is quite contiguous j and about four thoufand were

marching about it yefterday, as I have been advifed, and are

leaving no arts un-efiayed to gain the inliabitants to their

fide, who feem but too favorably difpofed. It is not un-

likely that in a little time they may attempt to crofs to the

Jerfey fide, and induce many to join them either from mo-

lives of interefl or fear, unlefs there is a force to oppofc

them.

As we are fully convinced that the minifterial army we

(hall have to oppofe this campaign M'ill be great and numer-

ous, and well know that the utmoft induftry will be ufed, as

it already has been, to excite the favages and every body of

people to arms againfi: us whom they can influence, it cer-

tainly behoves us to flrain every nerve to counteract their

defigns. I would therefore fubmit it to Congrefs, whether

(efpecially as our fchemes for employing the weftern Indians

do not feem to be attended with any great profpeft of fuc-

cefs, from general Schuyler's accounts) it may not be ad-

vii'able to lake meafures to engage thofe of the eaftward,

the St. Joiin's, Nova-Scotia, Peuobfcot, &:c, in our favor. I

have been told that feveral might be got, perhaps five or fix

hundred or more, readily to join us. If they can, I (hould

im.agine it ought to be done. It will prevent our enemies

from fecuring the^r friendiliip ; and further they will be of

infinite fervlce in annoying and harrafling them, fhould they

ever attempt to penetrate the country. Congrefs will be

pleafedto confider themeafure: and if they determine to adopt

it, I conceive it will be neceslary to aiuhorife and requeil

the general court of the MaiTar hufetts-Bay to carry it intq

execution. Their fituation and advantages will enable them

to negotiate a treaty and an alliance better than it can bq

done by any perfons elfe.

I have been honored with your two favors of the firil

inflant ; and, agreeable to the wifiies of Congrefs, flnll put

monfieur Wiebert in the belt place I c^n to prove his abili-

ties
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ties in the art he profeffes. I fhall fend him up immediately

to the works ereding towards Kingfbridge under the direc-

tion of general Mifflin, whom I (hall requeft to employ him.

1 this moment received a letter from general Greene, an

extract of which I have inclofed. The intelligence it con-

tains is of the moft important nature, and evinces the necef-

fity of the moft fpirlted and vigorous exertions on our part.

The expe6lation of the fleet under admiral Howe is cer-

tainly the reafon the army already come have not begun

their hoftile operations. When that arrives, we may look

for the moft interefting events, and fuch as, in all probabi-

lity, will have conuderable weight in the prefent conteft. It

behoves us to be prepared in the beft manner : and I fubmit

it again to Congrefs, whether the accounts given by their

prifoners do not fliew the propriety of calling the feveral

continental regiments from the Matlaclmfetts government,

raifing the flying camp with all poihble dlfpatch, and en-

gaging the eaftern Indians.

July 5. General Mercer arrived here on tuefday, and,

the next morning, was ordered to Paulus-Hook to make

fome arrangements of the militia as they came in, and the

beft difpofition he could to prevent the enemy crofting from

Staten-IflanJ, if they fliould have any fuch views. The

diftrefled fituation of the inhabitants of Elizabeihtown and

Newark has fince induced me, upon their application, to give

up all the militia from the Jerfeys, except thofe engaged for

fix months. I am hopeful they wiil be able to repel any in-

curfions that may be attempted. Generals Mercer and Liv-

ingfton are concerting plans for that purpofe. By a letter

from the latter laft night, I am informed the enemy are

throwing up fmall works at all the pafies on tlie north fide

of Staten-Iiumd, which it is probable they mean to fecure.

None of the Connecticut militia are yet arrived : fo that

the reinforcement wc have received is very inconfiderable,

A letter from general Schuyler, with fundry inclpfures

(of v.iuch N' I, 2, and 3, are exa£l copies), this moment

N 4 came
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came to hand, and will no doubt claim, as it ought to do,

the immediate attention of Congrefs. The evils which muft

inevitably follow a difputed command are too obvious and

alarming to admit a moment's delay in your decifion there-

upor. : and, although I Jo not prefume to advife in a mat-

ter, now, of this deli acy, yet as it appears evident that the

northern armv has retreated to Crown-Point, and mean to adl

upon the defenHve only, I cannot help giving it as my opinion

that one of the major-generals in that quarter would be more

ufefuily employed here, or in the flying camp, than there :

for it becomes my duty to obferve, if another experienced

ofiicer is tak'?n from hence in order to command the flying

camp, that your grand army will be entirely ftripped of ge-

nerals who have fcen fervice,—being in a manner already

deflitute of fuch. My diflrefs on rhis account,—the ap-

pointment of general Whitcomb to the eaftern regiments,

—

a convittion in my own bread that no troops will be fent to

Eofton,— and the certainty of a number coming to this

place,—occafioned my poftponing, from time to time, fend-

ing any general officer from hence to the eaflward hereto-

fore : and now I fliall wait the fentiments of Congrefs rela-

tive to the five regiments in MalTachufetts-Bay, before I do

any thing in this matter.

The commilTary-general has been with me this morning,

concerning the other matter contained in general Schuyler's

letter refpedling the bufinefs of that department. He has,

I believe, (in order to remove difficulties), recalled Mr.

Avery, but feems to think it necefTary in that cafe that Mr.

J^ivingfLon fhould be left to himfelf, as he cannot be refpon-

fible for perfons not of his own appointment.—This matter

Ihould alfo be clearly defined by Congrefs.— I have already

given my opinion of the necefTity of thefe matters being

under one general dire<5Vion, in fo full and clear a manner,

that I fliall not take up the time of Congrefs to repeat it in

this place.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W.
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Sir, Netv-Torky July 8, 1776.

CONGRESS having refolved to raife a regiment of

Germans to counteradl the defigns of our enemies, I mull

beg leave to recommend to their notice John David Wilpert,

now a firfl heutenant in colonel Shce's batallion, to the

office of captain in faid regiment. I am perfonally acquaint-

ed with hirn, and know that he joined the Virginia forces

under my command in the year 1754, and continued in fer-

vice the whole war, during which he conducted himfelf as

an aflive, vigilant, and brave officer. He is a German ; and

his merit, as a foldier, entitles him much to the office he

wiflies for.—I have the honor to be, &c. G. W.

Sir, New-T'orky July 10, 1776.

I AM now to acknowledge the receipt of your two

favors of the fourth and fixth inflant, which came duly to

hand, with their important inclofures.

I perceive that Congrefs have been employed in delibe-

rating on meafures of the mod interefting nature. It is cer-

tain that it is not with us to determine in many infhances

what confequences will flow from our councils : but yet it

behoves us to adopt fuch, as, under the fmiles of a gracious

and ail-kind providence, wjU be moft likely to promote our

happlnefs. I truft the late decifive part they have taken is

calculated for that end, and will fecure us that freedom and

thofe privileges, which have been and are refufed us, con-

trary to the voice of nature and the Britifli conftitu-

tion. Agreeable to tlie requeft of Congrefs, I caufed

*' THE DECLARATION" to be proclaimed before all

the army under my immediate command ; and have the

pleafure to inform them that the meafure feemed to have

their mod hearty afTent,— the expreffions and behavior,

both of oilicers and men, teftlfylng their warmed approba-

tion of it. I have tranfmlttcd a copy to General "Ward at

Bodon,



i86 GENERAL WASHINGTON'S

Bodon, reqisefling bim to hare k prcclairried to the coiiJi-

»cntal troops in that department.

It is wkh great pkafure that 1 hear ths militia from Msrj-

|2B<J> the Delaware government, and Pennfylvania, wili be in

Bnotion every d-^y to form the flying camp. It is of great im-

poTtu'ncc, and Iho.uld be accoinplifh-sd wiih zll poffible dif-

patck. The readinefs and alaciity, with which the commit-

tee of fafety c-f Fennfylvaiiia and the othcif conferees have

aiucd ill order to forvft-ard the aiTociated n^ilitia of that ftate

to the Jerfeys for fervice till the men to compofe the flying

camp a;rrive, firongly cvider/ce their regard to the common

catjfe, and that nothirig on their part will be wanting to fup-

port it. I ?>opej and I doubt not, that the afTociated militia,

imprcilcd with the expediency of the meafure, •will imme-

iiiately carry it into execution, and furnifh in this InRznce

2 proof of the continuance of that, zeal which has fo emi-

nenitly marked their conducl:. 1 have directed the commif-

fary to make the neceffary provifion for their reception, wha

wili alfb. fiipply the army for the ilying camp with rations.—

3 propcT officer will be appointed to command it.

Iri purfurmce of the power gi"en me by Congrefs, and the

advice of rr^y general oiHcers, I have wrote to general Ward,

snd denred him forthwith to detach tliree of the fulk-ft regi-

ments from the IMafTachufctls-Bay to join the northern

ermy,- efleeming it a matter of the greateft importance to

Jsave a fufEcient force thei-e to prevent the enemy paffing

the lake and making an impreffion in that quarter.—The

gondolas and gallies will be of great fervice ; and I am hope-r

inl the carpenters you have fent from Philadelphia, and that-

wili f>o from the eailward on your application, will be able

to build a fuflicieut number in time to anfwer every exi-

gency.

I Iiave requeued governor Cooke, if the duck mentioned

in Tvlr. Greene's letter is proper for icnts, to have it made up

a^ early r.s poITibie, and forwarded here. 1 iiave alio dclired

liim to fend the iluits and fmall urmsj as I have general

\Vav4
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Ward thofe of the latter that were taktn out of the Scotch

tranfports,— our deficiency in thele neccflary articles being

ilill great.

Obferving that Congrefs have particularly mentioned

a bounty of ten dollars to be paid to men of fome

corps diredlcd to be raifed in two or tliree inftanccs fine?

their refolve of the tv.-enty-fixth of June allowing fuch

bounty, J h^ve been led to doubt how that refolvis is to be

conftrued; whether it is a general regulation, and extends to

all men that will engage for three years,—for inftance, the

foldiers of the prefent army, if they will enliil for that time.

If it is, and extends to them, it will be necefiary to forward

a large fum of money :—many perhaps would engage.

I alfo obferve, by their refolve of the twenty-fifth of June

for raifing four regiments of militia in the eaftern govern-

ments to augment the troops in the northern department,

that the aflemblies of thofe governments are empowered to

appoint paymafters to the faid regiments. This appears to

me a regulation of great ufe, and 1 could wifh that it was

made general, and one allowed to every regiment in the fer-r

vice. Many advantages would relult from it

The Conne6licut militia begin to come in: but from every

account the batallions will be very incomplete,

—

ow'inp-, thev

fay, to the bufy feafon of the year. That governmLT.t, Icit

any inconvenience might refuit from their militia not being

here in time, ordered three regiments of their light-horfe to

my afiiftance, part of which have arrived. But, not having

the means to fupport them (and, if it could be done, the ex-

penfe v/ould be enormous), I have thanked the gentlemen for

their zeal, and the attachment they have manifefted upon

t]iis o.ccafion, and informed them that L cannot confent to

|:heir keeping their horfes, — at the fame time wiflii:ig them

to ftay themfclves.—I am told they or part of tlicm mean to

do fo.

General Mercer is now in the Jerfeys, for the purpofe of

feceiving and ordering the militia coming for' the i'ying

camp

:
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camp : and I have fent over our chief engineer to view the

ground within the neighborhood of Amboy, and to lay

out feme necefTary works for the encampment, and fuch as

may be proper at the difl^rent pafles in Bergen-Neck, and

other places on the Jerfey fhore oppofite Staten-Ifland, to pre-

vent the enemy making impreffions, and committing depre-

dations on the property of the inhabitants.

The intelligence vi^e have from a few deferters that have

come over to us, and from others, is that general Howe has

between nine and ten thoufand men, who are chiefly landed

on the ifland, pofted in different parts, and fecuring the fer

veral communications from the Jerfeys with fmall works

and intrenchments, to prevent our people from paying thenn

a vifit ;— that the iflanders have all joined them, feem well

difpofed to favor their caufe, and have agreed to take up

arms in their behalf. They look for admiral Howe's arrival

every day with his fleet and a large reinforcement ; are in

high fpirits, and talk confidently of fuccefs, and carrying all

before them when he comes. I truft, through divine favor

and our own exertions, they will be difappointed in their

views : and, at all events, any advantages they may gain

will coft them very dear. If our troops will behave well

(which I hope will be the cafe, having every thing to con-

tend for, that freemen hold dear), they will have to wade

through much blood and flaughter before they can carry any

part of our works, if they carry them at all,—and, at beft,

be in pofTefhon of a melancholy and mournful victory.

—

May the facrednefs of our caufe infpire our foldiery with

fentiments of heroifm, and lead them to the performance of

the nobleft exploits!—With this wifh, I have the honor to

be, &c. G. W.

Sir, Nezv-Torky July u, 1776.

I WAS honored with your favor of the eighth inftant

by yeflerd^y-morning's poft, with the feveral refolves to

which
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which you referred my attention. I fhall duly regard them,

and attempt their execution as far as I am able.

By virtue of the difcretionary power that Congrefs were

pleafed to veil me v/ith, and by advice of fuch of my gene-

ral officers as I have had an opportunity of confulting, I have

ordered the two remaining continental regiments in the Maf-

fachufetts-Bay to march immediately for the defence of this

place, in full confidence that nothing hoftile will be attempt-

ed againft that ftate in the prefent campaign.

I have wrote to the general court of Maffachufetts-Bay, and

tranfmitted a copy of the refolve for employing the eaflern

Indians, entreating their good offices in this inftance, and

their exertions to have them forthwith engaged and marched

to join this army. I have defired five or fix hundred of them

to be enlifted for two or three years, if they will confent to

It,—fubje£t to an earlier difcharge, if it (liall be thought ne-

ceflary,—and upon the fame terms as the continental troops,

M better cannot be had,—though I am hopeful they may.

In my letter of yeHerday I mentioned the arrival of part

of the Connecticut light-horfe to affifl in the defence of this

place, and my obje£lion to their hovfes being kept. Four

or five hundred of them are now come in : and, in juftice to

their 2eal and laudable attachment to the caufe of their

country, I am to inform you that they have confented to

flay as long as occafion may require, though they (hould be at

the expenfe of maintaining their horfes them.felves. They

have paflured them out about the neighborhood of Kingf-

bridge (being unwilling to ferid them away) at the rate of

half a dollar per week each, meaning to leave it entirely with

Congrefs either to allow or refufe it, as they {lull judge

proper. I promifed to make this reprefentation, and thought

it my duty ; and will only obferve that the motives which

induced them at firft to fet out were good and pralfe-worthy,

and were, to afford the moil fpeedy and early fuccour,

which they apprehended v/ould be wanted before the militia

arrived. Their fervices aiay be extremely i.-nportant,—
7 being
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being moft of them, if not all, men of reputation and 6f

property.

The fabjecft of the inclofed copy of a letter from governor

Trumbull I beg leave to fubmit to the confideration of Con-

grefs They will perceive from his reprefentation the dif-

cjuieting apprehenfions that have feized on the minds of the

people fince the retreat of the northern army, and hovi^ ex-

pofed the northern frontiers of New-York and New-Hamp-

fliire are to the ravages and incurfions of the Indians* How
far it may be expedient to raife the batallion he conceives ne-

ceiTary to prevent the calamities and diftredes he points out,

they will determine, upon what he has faid, and the neceffity

that may appear to them for the meafurc j—whati have done,

being onJy to lay ihe matter before them in compliance v/ith

his Vv'ifhes.

I have aire inclofed a memorial from the furgeons'-mateSy

fetting forth the inadequacy of their pay to their fervices and

maintenance, ar.d praying that it may be increafed. I fliali

obferve that they have a long time complained in this in-

Itance, and that fame additional allowance may not be un-

neceilary.

As I am truly ferifible the time of Congrefs is much taken

up with a variety of important matters, it is with unwilling-*

uefs and pain I ever repeat a requell after having once

made it, or take the liberty of enforcing any opinion of mine

after it is once given : but as the eflablifhing of fome office

for auditing accounts is a matter of e>:ceeding importance

to the public inuneit, I would beg leave once more to call

the attention of Congrefs to an appointment competent to

the purpofe. Two motives induce me to urge the matter »

firlt, a conviction of the utility of the mcafure j—fecondly,

that I may ftand exculpated if hereafter it fnould appear that

money has been improperly expended, and neceflaries for

the army obtained upon unrealbnable terms.

For me, whofe time is employed from the hour of my
rifing lill I retire to bed again, to go into an examination of

the
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tlic accounts of fuch an army as this with any degree of preti-

fion andexaftncfs, without negle£iinj^ other matters of equal

importance, is utterly imprafticable. All that I have been able

to do (and that, in fa£l, was doing nothing), was, v.hen the

commifTary, and quarter-mailer, and direftor-general of the

hofpitai (for it is to thefe the great advances are ma-ck) appiied

for warrants,— to make tliem at times produce a general ac-

count of their expenditures- But this anfwers no valtiabie pur-

pofe. It is the minutiae that niuft begone into,—the propriety

of each charge examined,—the vouchers looked into?—and,

with refpeft to tlie commilJary-generai, his vi<3;ual!ing returns

and expenditures of proviiions {hould be compared with his

purehafes : otherwife a perfon in this department, if he was

inclined to be knavi^, niight purchafe large quantities vrldi

the public money, and fell one haJf of it again for priva.tc

emolument; and yet his accounts upon paper would appear

fair, and be fupported with vouchers for every charge.

I do not urge this matter from a fufpicion of any unfair

practices in either of the departments before-mentioned;

and forry fhould I be if this conftrudlion was put upon Ir,

—

having a high opinion of the honor and integrity of thefe

gentlemen. But there Ihould nevertkelefs be Coixk control

as well upon their difcretion as honefty ;— to which may be

added, that accounts become perplexed and confufed by

long {landing, and the errors theiein not fo difcoverable as

if they underwent an early revifien and examination. I am
well apprifed that a treafury-ofnce of accounti. has been ic-

iblved upon, and an auditor-general for fettling all pubiic

accounts : but, vv'ith all deference and fubmifiiou to the opi-

nion of Congrefs, thefe inftitutions are not calcul^jted to

prevent the inconveniences I have mentioned ; nor can they

be competent to the purpofes, circumilanced as they are.

We have intelligence from a defcrter that came to us,

that, on wednefday morning, the Afia, Chatham, and Grey-

hound men-of-war weighed anchor, and (it was faid) in-

tended to pafs up the North-river above the city, to prevent

ihi
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the communication with the Jerfeys. They did not attempC

it, nor does he know what prevented them.—A pvifoner be-

longing to the tenth regiment, taken yeflerday, informs that

they hourly expedled admiral Howe and his fleet. He adds that

a velTel has arrived from them, and the prevailing opinion is,

that an attack will be made immediately on their arrival.

By a letter from general Ward, I am informed that the

fmall-pox has broke out at Bofton, and infedled fome of the

troops^ I have wrote to him to place the invalids under an

officer, to remain till they are well ; and to ufe every poffible

precauticn to prevent the troops from thence bringing the

infeftion. Tlie diRrelTes and calamities we have already

fufFered by this diforder m one part of our army, I hope,

will excite his utmofl care that they may not be increafed.

I have the honor to be, Sec. G. W.

Sir, New-Torhjjuly 12, 1776.

THE defign of this Is to inform Congrefs, that, about

half after three o'clock this evening, two of the enemy *s

{hips of war, one of forty and the other of twenty guns,

with thixe tenders, weighed anchor in the bay oppofite

Staten-Ifland, and, 'availing themfelves of a brifk and favor-

able breeze, with a flowing tide, ran paft our batteries up

the North-river, without receiving any certain damage that

I could perceive, nctwithftandlng a heavy and inceflant can-

nonade wa^ kept up from our feveral batteries here, as well

as from that at Paulus-Hook. 1 hey, on their part, returned

and contined the fire as they ran by.—I difpatched an ex-

prefs to brigadier-general Mifflin at our encampment towards

the upper end of tlie ifland 5 but have not heard whether

they have got by, or received any damage.

The account tranfmitted by this morning's pofl:, refpeding

the arrival of one of the fleet, feems to be confirmed. Se-

veral fhips have come in to-day : among them, one this

evening, with a Saint-George's flag at her fore-top- maft-

head
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head, which we conclude to be admiral Howe from the cir-

cumftance of the f^^g, and the feveral and general falutes

that were paid. It is probable tlu y will all arrive in a day

or two, and immediately begin their operations.

As It will be extreniely neceffary that the Hying camp

fhould be well provided with powder and ball, and it may

be impra£licable to fend fupplies from hence on account of

our hurry and engagements (befides, the communication

may be uncertain), I muft beg the attention of Congrcfs to

this matter, and requefl: that they will forward with all

pofiible expedition fuch a quantity of muiket-powder and

lead (if balls of different fizcs cannot be had), as will be

fufiicient for the militia to compofe that camp.

By an exprefs this minute arrived from general Mifflin,

the fhips have pafled his works.

I am, in hafte, with fentiments of great regard, &c. G. W.
A quarter paji eighty P. AI.

Sir, Neiv^Tork, July 14, 1776^

MY lafl of friday evening, which I had the honor of

addreffing you, advifed that two of the enemy's fiiips of war

and three tenders had run above our batteries here and the

works at the upper end of the ifland. I am now to inform you,

that, yefterday forenoon, receiving intelligence from general

Mifflin that they had pafled the Tappan-Sea, and were try-

ing to proceed higher up,—by advice of R. R. Livingfton,

efquire, and other gentlemen, I difpatched exprefles to

general Clinton of Ulfter, and the committee of fafety for

Duchefs-county, to take meafures for fecuring the paffes in

the Highlands, left they might have defigns of feizing

them, and have a force concealed for tlie purpofe. I wrote

the evening before to the commanding officer of the two

garrifons there to be vigilant and prepared againft any at-

tempts they or any difafre£ted perfons might make againft

them, and to forward exprefles all the way to Albany, that

Vol. 1. O provifion
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pvovifion and other veffels might be fecureJ and prevented

falling: into their hands.

The information given general Mifflin was rather prema-

ture, as to their having gone pafl the Sea.—A letter from

the committee of Orange-county, which came to hand this

morning, fays they were there yeflerday, and that a regi-

ment of their militia was under arms, to prevent their^Jand-

ing and making an incurfion. The mefTenger who brought

it, and to whom it refers for particulars, adds that a party

of them, in two or three boats, had approached the fliore,

but were forced back by our people firing at them. Since

the manoeuvre of friday, there have been no other move-

ments in the fleet.

General Sullivan, in a letter of the fecond inflant, in-

forms rae of his arrival with the army at Crown-Point,

where he is fortifying and throwing up works. Ke adds

that he has fecured all the {lores except three cannon left at

Chamblee, which in part is made up by taking a fine twelve-

pounder out of the lake.—The army is fickly,—many with

the fmall-pox ; and he is apprehenfive the. militia, ordered

to join them, will not efcape the infection.—An ofl!icer he

had fent to reconnoitre had reported that he faw at Saint

John's about a hundred and fifty tents,—tv.^enty at Saint

Roy's, and fifteen at Chamblee ; and works at the firfc were

bufily carrying on.

I have iaicloled a general return of the army here, vi'hich

will fhcw the whole of our firength. All the detached pods

are included.

A letter from the eaflward, by laft-night's poft, to Mr. ,

Hazard, poft-mailer in this city, ailvifes that two fliips had

been taken and carried into Cape- Ann,—one from Antigua,

configned to general Howe, with four hundred and thirty-

nine puncheons of rum,—the other a Jamaica-man, with

four hundred hogfheads of fugar, tv/o hundred puncheons of

rum, thivty-nine bales of coctcn, pimento, fuftic, ccc, Sic.

Each mounted two guns, fix-pounders.

About
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About three o'clock this afternoon I was informed that a

flag from lord Howe was coming up, and waited v,^ith two

of our whale-boats, until diredlions fliould be given. I im-

mediately convened fuch of the general officers as were not

upon other duty, who agreed in opinion that I ought not to

receive any letter direfted to me as a private gentleman :

but if otherwife, and the officer defired to come up to de-

liver the letter himfelf, as was fuggefhed, he fhould come

unddr a fafe-condu6t. Upon this, I dire6led colonel Reed

to go down and manage the affair under the above general

inflruclion.

On his return, he informed me, that, after the common

civilities, the officer acquainted him that he had a letter from

lord Howe to Mr. Walhington, which he fhewed under a

fuperfcription, " 'To George IVaJhlngion^ ef'^uire"—Colonel

Reed replied there was no fuch perfon in the army, and that

a letter intended for the general could not be received under

fuch a diredion.—The officer expreffed great concern,—faid

it was a letter rather of a civil than military nature,—that

lord Howe regretted he had not arrived fooner,—that he

(lord Hov/e) had great powers.—The anxiety to have the

letter received was very evident, though the officer difclaimed

ail knowledge of its concents. However, colonel Reed's in-

ftruaions being pofitive, they parted.—After they had got

fome diftance, the officer with the flag again put about, and

allted under what direction Mr. Waflungton chofe to be ad-

dreffed :—to which colonel Reed aufwered, his ftation was well

known, and that certainly they could be at no lofs how to

dived to him.—The officer faid they knew it and lamented

its and again repeated his wiffi that the letter could be re-

ceived.—Colonel Reed told him a proper direilion would

obviate all difficulties, and that this was no new matter,—

this fubjecl having been fully difcuffed in the courfe of the

lafl year ; of which lord Howe could not be ignorant :—

upon which they parted.

r would not upon any occafion facrlfice effentials to punc-

O 2 tillo ;
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tilio : but in this inftance, the opinion of others concurring

with my own, I deemed it a duty to my country and my ap-

pointment, to infift upon that refpe^l, which, in any other

than a public view, I would willingly have waved. Nor do

I doubt, but, from the fuppofed nature of the meflage, and

the anxiety expreffed, they will either repeat their flag, or fall

upon fome mode to communicate the import and \jcontenti]

of it.

I have been duly honored with your two letters,—that of

the tenth by Mr. Anderfon,—and the eleventh, with its in-

clofures. I have directed the quarter-mailer to provide him

with every thing he wants to carry his fcheme into execu-

tion. It is an important one, and I wlfh it fuccefs j but am

doubtful that it will be better in theory than pra£lice.

The paflagc of the (hips of war and tenders up the river

is a matter of great importance, and has excited much con-

je6ture and fpeculation. To me two things have occurred,

as leading them to this proceeding,— firft a defign to feize

on the narrow pafTes on both fides of the river, giving almofl

the only land-communication with Albany, and of confe-

tjuence with our northern army ; for which purpofe they

might have troops concealed on board, which they deemed

competent of themfelves, as the defiles are narrow,— or that

they would be joined by many difafFefted perfons in that

quarter. Others have added a probability of their having

a large quantity of arms on board, to be in readinefs to

put into the hamls of the tories immediately on the arrival

of the fleet, or rather at the time they intend to make their

attack.-r-The fecond is, to cut off entirely all intercourfe

between this and Albany by water, and the upper country,

and to prevent fupplies of every kind going and coming.

Thefe matters are truly alarming, and of fuch importance,

that I have wrote to the provincial congrefs of New- York,

and recommended to their ferious confideration the adoption

of every poflible expedient to guard againft the two firft
j

and have fuggefted the propriety of their employing the mi-

litia,
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Htia, or fome part of them, in the counties in which thefe

defiles are, to keep the enemy from pofTeffing them, till fur-

ther provifion can be made ; and to write to the feveral lead*

ing perfons on our fide in that quarter, to be attentive to all

the movements of the lliips and the difaffedted, in order

to difcover and fruftrate whatever pernicious fchemes they

have in view.

In refpe£l to the fecond conjefture of my own, and which

feems to be generally adopted, I have the pleafure to inform

Congrefs, that, if their defign is to keep the armies from

provifion, the commiffary has told me upon inquiry, he has

forwarded fuppiies to Albany (now there, and above it) fufH-

cient for ten thoufand men for four months ;—that he has

a fufficiency here for twenty thoufand men for three months,

and an abundant quantity fecured in different parts of the

Jerfeys for the flying camp, befides having about lour tiiou-

fand barrels of flour in fome neighboring part of Connecti-

cut. Upon this head, there is but little occafion for any ap-

prehenfions, at leaft for a confiderable time.

I have the honor to be, &c, G. W.
P. S. I have fent orders to the commanding officer of the

Pennfylvania militia to march to Amboy, as their remaining

at Trenton can be of no fervice.

Sir, New-Torky yuly I5> lyf^*

THIS will be handed you by Mr. Griffin, who has

alfo taken upon him the charge and delivery of two packets

containing fundry letters which were fent to Amboy yeft;er-

day by a flag, and forwarded to me to-day by general Mer-

cer.—The letter addrefled to governor Franklin came open

to my hands.

I was this morning honored with yours of the thirteenth

inftant, with its important and necefi'ary inclofures \ and, in

obedience to the commands of Congrefs, have tranfmitted

general Howe the refolves intended for him. Thofe for

O 3 general
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general Burgoyne I inclofed and fent to general Schuyler,

with dIre(£lions immediately to forward them to him.

The inhuman treatment of the whole, and murder of

part of our people, after their furrender and capitulation,

was certainly a flagrant violation of that faith which ought to

be held facred by all civilifed nations, and founded in the molt

favage barbarity. It highly de;ferved the fevereft reprobation j

and I truft the fpirited meafures Congrefs have adopted upon

the occafion will prevent the like in future : but if they fliould

not, and the claims of humanity are difregarded, juftice and

policy will require recourfe to be had to the law of retalia-

tion, however abhorrent and difagreeable to our natures in

cafes of torture and capital puniflmients.

1 have the honor to be, &c. G. W.

Sir, New-Tork, July 17, 1776.

I WAS this morning honored with yours of the

fifteenth inftant, with fundry refolves.

.

I perceive the meafures Congrefs have taken to expedite

the raifing of the flying camp, and providing it with articles

of the greateft ufe. You will fee by a poftfcript to my let-

ter of the fourteenth, T had wrote to the commanding officer

of the Pennfylvania militia, ordering them to be marched from

Trenton to Amboy, as their remaining there could not anfwer

the leafl public good. For, having confulted with fundry gentle-

men, I was informed, if the enemy mean to direct their views

towards Pennfylvania or pesietrate the Jerfeys, their route wilL

be from near Amboy, and either by way of Brunfwic or

Boundbrook,— the lower road from South-Amboy being

through a woody fandy country. Befides, they will be then

able to throw in fuccour here, and to receive it from hence

in cafes of emergency.

The Connecticut light-horfe, mentioned in my letter of

the eleventh, notwithllanding their then promife to con-

tinue here for the defence of this place, are now difcharged,

and
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and about to return home,—having peremptorily refufed all

kind of fatigue duty, or even to mount guard, claiming an

exemption as troopers. Though their afliftance is much
needed, and might be of eflential fervice in cafe of an at-

tack, yet I judged it advifable, on their application and

claim of fuch indulgences, to difcharge them ; as granting

them would fet an example to others, and might produce

many ill ccnfeqrences. The number of men included in

the lad return, by this, is lefiened about five hundred.

I laiL night received a letter from general Schuyler, with

feveral incloi'ures, copies of which I have herewitii tranfmit-

ted. They will give Congrefs every information I have re-

fpecling our northern army and the fituation of our affairs

in that quarter ;— to which I beg leave to refer their atten-

tion.—I cannot but exprefs my furprife at the fcarcity of

provifion which general Schuyler mer.>ions, after what the

commiflary afTured me, and which formed a part of my letter

of the fourteenth. He ftill afiures me of the fame.—This is a

diftreffing circumftance, as every article of provifion, and

every thing necelTary for that department, can have no other

now than a land-conveyance, the water-communication from

hence to Albany being entirely cut off.

Congrefs will pleafe to confider the inclofure, N° 6, about

raifing fix companies put of the inhabitants about the lakes,

to prevent the incurfions of the Indians. The general

officers, in their minutes of council, have determined it a

matter of much importance ;—and their attention to the

price of goods furniflied the foldiery may be extremely ne-

ceflary. They have complained much upon this head.

The retreat from Crown-Point feems to be confidered iu

oppofite views by the general and field ofiicers. The for-

mer (I am fatisfied) have weighed the matter well; and yet

the reafons afiigned by the latter againfl it appear ftrong

and forcible. — I hope whatever is done •will be for the

beft. * * *

By a letter from the committee of Orange-county, received

O 4 this
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this morning, the men-of-war and tenders were yeflerday at

Haver{ham-bay, about forty miles above this. A number

of men, in four barges from che tenders, attempted to land,

with a view (they fuppofe) of taking fome flieep and cattle,

that had been previoufly removed.—A fmall number of mi-

litia that were collected obliged them to retreat, without their

doing any damage with their cannon.—They were founding

the water up towards the Higlilands ; by which it is pro-

bable they will attempt to pafs with part of the fleet, \i

pcffible.

Yeflerday evening a flag came from general Howe with a

letter addrelTed " To George Wajhington^ efquire^ i^Cy fffr,

fcs'c."—It was not received, upon the fame principle that

the one from lord Howe was refufed.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W.

Sir, Nezv-Tork^ July 19, 1776,

I HAVE been duly honored with your favors of the

fixteenth and feventeenth, with the feveral refolves they con-

tained ; to the execution of which, fo far as fhall be in my
power, I will pay proper attention.

In m.y letter of ihe feventeenth I tranfmitted you a copy

of one from general Schuyler, and of its feveral inclofures.

—

I confefs the determination of the council of general oflicers

on the fcventh, to retreat from Crown-Point, furprifed me
much : and the more I confider it, the more {Iriking does

tlie impropriety appear. The reafons afligned againfl it by

the field-officers, in their remonftrance, coincide greatly with

my own ideas and thofe of the other general officers I have

had an opportunity of confulting with, and feem to be of

confiderable weight, —I may add, conclufive.—I am not fo

fully acquainted with the geography of that country and the

fituation of the different polls, as to pronounce a peremptory

judgment upon the matter : but, if my ideas are right, the

poflefiiou



OFFICIAL LETTEP.S. '

201

poffcfnon of Crown-Point is eflcnthil, to give us the fupe-

riority and maftery upon th-^ lake

That the enemy vvi'l polTt^is it as fcon as abandoned by us,

there can be no doubt : ,and if th.ey do, whatever gallies or

force we keep on the lake will be unqucflionab.y in their rear.

—How they are to be fupported > iere, or what fuccour can be

drawn from them thjere, is beyond my comprehenfion.—Per-

haps it is only meant that they (hall be employed on the com-

munication between that and Ticondcroga. it this is the cafe,

I fear the views of Congrefs will not be aiifwered, nor the

falutary effects be derived from theinj that were intended.

I have mentioned my furprife to general Schuyler, and

would, by the advice of the general officers here, : ,ve

dire<^ed that that poll fhould be maintained, had it net

been for two caufes,—an apprehenfion that the works have

been dedroyed, and that, il the armylliould be ordered from

Ticonderoga, or the poll oppofite to it (where I pTefume

they are), to repoflefs it, they wouid have neither one place

nor another fecure and in a defenfible ftate :—the other, left

it might increafe the -jealoufy and diverfity of opinions

5Rrhich feem already too prevalent in that army, and elta-

blifh a precedent for the inferior officers to fet up their judg-

ments whenever they would, in oppofition to thofe of their

fuperiors, — a matter of great delicacy, and that might lead

to fatal confequences, if countenanced ;— though in the pre-

fent inftance I could wifh their reafoning had prevailed.

If the army has not removed, what I have faid to general

Schuyler may perhaps bring on a reconfideration of the mat-

ter ; and it may not be too late to take m.eafures for main-

taining that poft. But of this I have no hope.

In confequence of the refolve of Congrefs for three of the

eaftern regiments to reinforce the northern army, I wrote

to general Ward, and, by advice of my general officers, di-

re£led them to march to Norwich, and there to embark for

Albany ; conceiving that two valuable purpofes might refult

therefrom,—hiftj tiiat they would fooner join the army by

purfuing
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purfuing this route, and be faved from the dirtrefs and fati^nic

that muft attend every long march through the country at

this hot and uncomfortable feafon ;—and fecondly, that they

might give fuccour here, in cafe the enemy fhould make an

attack about the time of their pafang. But the enemy hav-

ing now, with their (liips of war and tenders, cut off th.e

water-communication from hence to Albany, I have wrote

this day and dire6led them to proceed by land acrofs the

country.— If Congrefs difapprove the route, or v.ifli to

give any orders about them, you will pleafe to certify me

thereof, that i may take meafures accordingly.

Inclofed I have the honor to tranfmit you copies of a let-

ter and fundry refolutions which I received yefterday from

the convention of this (late. By them you will perceive they

have been a£ling upon matters of great importance, and

are exerting themfrlves in the moft vigorous manner to de-

feat the wicked defigns of the enemy, and fuch difaffeded

perfons as may incline to afuil and facilitate their views.

—

In compliance with their requeft, and on account of the

fcarcity of money for carrying their faluiary views into exe-

cution, I have agreed to lend them, out of the fmali {lock

now in hand (not more than fixty thoufand dollars), twenty

thoufand dollars, in part of what they want'; which they

promife fpeedily to replace.—Had there been money fuffi-

' cient for paying the whole of our troops, and no more, I

could not have done it. But as it was otherwife, and by

' no means proper to pay a part and not the whole, I could

not forefee any inconveniences that v.-ould attend the loan ;—

on the contrary, that it might contribute in fome degree to

forward their fchemes.—I hope my condudl: in this inftance

will not be difapproved.

I inclofed governor Trumbull a copy of their letter and of

their fcveral refolves, to day, by colonel Broom and Mr.

Duer, two members of the convention, who are going to

wait on him ; but did not think myfelf at liberty to urge or

requeft his intered in forming the camp of fix thoufand men,

as
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35 the levies, directed bj' Congvefs to be furnifhed the thh'd of

June, for the defence of this place, by that government, are

but little more than one-third come in. At the fame time,

the prcpofition I think a good one, if it could be carried into

execution. In cafe the enemy fhould attempt to efFedl a

landing above Kingfbridge, and to cut off the communication

between this city and the country, an army to hang on iheir

rear would diflrefs them exceedingly.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W.
The Inclofed paper fhould have been fent before, but was

omitted through hurry.

P. S. After I, had clofed my letter, I received one from

general Ward, a copy of which is herewith tranfmitted.—

I

have wrote him to forward the two regiments now at Bos-

ton, by the molt dire6l road, to Ticonderoga, as foon as they

are well, with the utmofl expedition ; and consider their

having had the fmall-pox, as a fortunate circumftance. When
the three arrive which have marched for Norwich, I fliall

immediately fend one of them on, if Congrefs (hall judge it

expedient j—of which you will pleafe to inform me.

Sir, New-Vorki July 21, '776.

I HAVE juft time to acknowledge the receipt of

your favor of the nineteenth. The interelting intelligence

of the fuccefs of our arms in the foathern department gives

me the higheft fatisfaition. Permit me to join my joy to

the congratulations of Congrefs upon this event.—To-mor-

irow I will write more fully.

Two o'clock-, p. M. I this moment had report made me,

that ten fhips were feen in the ofiing, coming in,—I fup-

pofe, part of admiral Howe's fleet.

I have the honor to be, fee. G. W.

Sis,
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Sir, J^ew-Yorky July 22, 1776.

YOUR favors of the eighfeenth and nineteenth, with

which you have been pleafed to honor me, have been duly

received, with the feverai refolves alluded to.

When the letter and declaration, from lord Howe to Mr.

Franklin and the other late governors, come to be publiihed,

I iiiould fuppofe the warmed advocates for dependence on

the Brjtifb crown muil be filent, and be convinced beyond

all poiTibility of doubt^ that all that has been faid about

the commiilioners was illufory, and calculated exprefsly to

deceive and unguard, not only the good people of our own

country, but thofe of the Englilh nation that were averfe to

the proceedings of the V.ing and minifliy. Hence we fee the

caufe why a fpecification of their powers was not given the

mayor and city of London, on their addrefs requefling it.

That would have been dangerous^ becaufe it would then

liave been mnnifeit that the line of condu6l; they were to

purfue would be totally variant fronp. that they had in-

duftrioufly propagated, and amufed the public with.—The

uniting the civil and military oiiices in the fame perfons,

too, mu!l: be conclufive to every thinking one, that there is

to be but little negotiation of the civil kind.

I have inclofed, for the fatisfadlion of Congrefs, the fub-

ftance of what paifcd beween myfeif and lieutenant-colonel

Patterfon, adjutant-general, at an interview had yeflerday in

confequence of a requeft from general Howe the day be-

fore ;—to which I beg leave to refer them for particulars.

Colonel Knox of the train having often mentioned to me

the neceflity of having a much more numerous body of ar-

tillerifts thati vvliat there now is, in cafe the prefent conteit

fnould continue longer,—and knov^'ing the deficiency in this

inftance, and their extreme ufefulnefs,— 1 defired him to

commit his ideas upon the fubje£l to writing, in order that I

might tvanfmit them to Congrcfa for tlieir confideration.

Agreeable to my requefl, he has done it -, and the propriety
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of his plan 13 now fubmitted for their decifion. It is certain

that we hcive not more at this time than are fufficient for the

feverai extenfive polls we now have,-^including the draughts

which he fpeaks of^ and whichj I prefume (not only from

v/hat he has iuiormed me, but from the nature of the thing),

can never be qualified to render the fame fervice as if they

were regularly appointed and formed into a corps for that

particular purpofe.

I beg leave to remind Congrefs that fome time ago I laid

before them the propofals of lome perfons here for forming

3 company of llght-horfe ; and the prefident's anfwer, a lit-

tle time after, intimated that the plan feemed to be approved

of.—As tliofe who wanted to make up the troop are fre-

quently prefling me for an anfwer, I could wi{h to be fa-

vored with the decifion of Congrefs upon the fubje<£i:.

By a letter from general Schuyler, of the fourteenth in-

ftant, dated at Albany, he informs me, that, the day before,

lome defperate defigns of the tories in that quarter had beea

difcovercd, the particulars of which he could not divulge, being

under an oath of fecrecy ;—however, that fuch meafures had

been taken, as to promife a prevention of the intended miC-

chief; and that four of the confpirators (among them, a

ringleader) were apprehended about one o'clock that morn-

ing, not far from the town. What the plot wns, or who

were concerned in it, is a matter I am ignorant of as yet.

With my bell regards to Congrefs, I have the honor to be

your and their moft obedient fervant, G. W.
p. S. Congrefs will pleafe to obferve what was propofed

rcfpeciing the exchange of Mr. Lovell, and (ignify their

pleafure in your next.—^The lall week's return is alfo in-

clofed.

Sir, New-Tor ky 'July 22, 1776.

CONGRESS having been pleafed to appoint Ilfr.

Wilper to the command of a company in the German ba-

tallion
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talllon now raifing, 1 have direcled him to repair to Phila-

delphia for their orders. Fjom my acquaintance with him,

I am perfuaded his conduft as an officer will merit their ap-

probation : and, thanking them for their kind attention to my

recommendation of him, I have the honor to be, v/ith fenti-

ments of the highefl; refpeft, &c. G. W.

Sir, Nevj-Tork, July 23, J 776.

I WAS honored with your favor of the twentieth by

yeflerday's pod, fince which, and my letter, nothing of mo-

ment has occurred.

The fliips, mentioned in my letter of the twenty-firfl to

have been in the offing, got in that day, and are fuppoicd to

be part of the Scotch fleet, having landed fome Highlanders

yeilerday.

Inclofed I have the honor to tranfmit you copies of a let-

ter and fundry refolutions which I received lafi: night from

the convention of this (late. They will inform you of the

computed number of inhabitants and ilock upon Naflau-

Ifland, and their featiments on the impradicability of re-

moving the latter; and alfo of the meafures they think ne-

ceflaty and likely to fecure them

I have alfo inclofed a letter from LIr. Faefli to lord Stir-

ling upon the fubje£l of a cannon-furnace for the ufe of the

ftates. Congrefs will fee his plan and propofals, and deter-

mine upon them as they fnall judge proper.

I am, fir, with every fentiment of refpetl, &c. G. W.

Sir, Neiv-Tor-k, July 23, 1776.

SINCE I had the pleafure of writing you by this

morning's poll, I was favored with a letter from governor

Trumbull, a copy of which is inclofed, and to which I beg

leave to refer you.—In regard to the flock he mentions, I

wrote to him, requefting that they might be removed from

the iflands on which they were, as I conceived it of grej\t

5
importance
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Importance to dillrefs the enemy as much as poffible'In the

article of fre(h provifion.—I wifh the other governments

may fellow his example, and have it removed from the

iilands belonging to them refpeftively.

When the fliips of war and tenders went up the river, it

was thought expedient that application fhould be made for

the Conne£licut row-gallies and thofe belonging to Rhode-

lOand, in order to attempt fomething for their dellru^ion.

As foon as they arrive we fhall try to employ them in fome

ufeful way,—but in what, or how fuccefsfully, I cannot at

prefent deteimine.

Congrefs will pleafe to obferve what Mr. Trumbull fays

refpe<Lling the continental regiment raifing under colonel

Ward. If th'ey incline to give any orders about their delti-

nation, you will pleafe to communicate them by the earlieft

opportunity, as their march will be fufpended till they are

known.

Tne orders Mr. Trumbull has given to the officers of

their cruifers, to ftop provifion-vefTels, feem to be necelTary.

We have too much reafon to believe that fome have gone

voluntarily to the enemy, and that there are many perfonswho

would continue to furnifh them with large fupplies : and,

however upright the intentions of others may be, it will be

a matter of the utnioil difficulty, if not an impcffibility, for

any to efcape falling into their hands now, as every part of

the coaft (it is probable) will fwarm with their fliips of war

and tenders. I had propofed writing to the convention of

this ftate upon the fubject before I received his letter ; and

am now more perfuaded of the neceuity of their taking

fome fteps to prevent further expovt-«tions down the Sound.

In my next I fhall inform them of the intelligence received

from Mr. Trumbull, and recommend the matter to their at-

tentian.—I have the honor to be, &c. G. W.
P. S. It appears abfolutely neceflary tlvat the exportation

of provifion fliould be ftoppsd. Our army is large, and

otherwifc may want. Nor can individuals be injured, as

thev
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they have a ready-money market for every thing they have to

difpofe of in that way*

Sir, New-Tork, July 2$, 1776.

DISAGREEABLE as it is to the and unpleafing as

it may be to Congrefs to multiply officers, I find myfelf un-

der the unavoidable neceffity of aflcing an increafe of my

aides-de-camp. The augmentation of my command,— the

increafe of my correfpondence,— the orders to give,— the

in{lru6lions to draw,—cut out more bufinefs than I am able

to execute in time with propriety. The bufinefs of fo many

different departments centring with me, and by me to be

handed on to Congrefs for their information,—added to the

intercourfe I am obliged to keep up with the adjacent ftates,

.—and incidental occurrences,— all of which require confi-

dential and not hack writers to execute,— renders it impofli-

ble, in the prcfent Hate of things, for my family to dif-

charge the feveral duties expedled of me, with that pre-

clfioii and difpatch that I could wifli.—What will it be

then, when we come into a more a£tive fcene, and I am

called upon from twenty different places perhaps at the fame

inftant ?

Congrefs will do me the juftice to believe (I hope) that it

is not my inclination or v-ith lo run the continent to any un-

neceflary expenfe •, and 'tliofe who better know me will not

fufpedl that {hew and parade can have any influence on my

mind in this inftance. A convicbion of the neceffity of it,

for the regular difcharge of the trult repofed in me, is the

governing motive for the application j and, as fuch, is fub-

mitted to Congrefs by, fir, your mofi: obedient, &c. G. W.

Sir, Netv-Tork, July 27, 1776.

I WAS yefterday morning honored with your favor

of the twenty-fourth inftant with its feveral inclofures, to

which I fhall pay the ftrideft attention.

7 Itt
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The confidsnce Congrefs are pleafed to repofe in my
judgment demands niy warmeft acknowledgments, raid they

rhay reft allured it (hall be invariably employed, fo f.ir ai

fhall be in my power, to promote their views arid the public

weal. * * *

Since my lafl:, nothing material has occurred.—Tefterday

evening report was made that eight fliips were feen in the

offing, ttanding towards the Hook. The men-of-war and

tenders are ftill up the river. They have never attempted

to pafs the Highland fortifications ; arid, a day or two ago,

quitted their ftation, arid fell down the river eight or ten

rriiles. The vigilance and dflivity of the militia oppoiiie

where they were have prevented their landing and doing

much injury.—One poor peafdnt's cot they plundered and

then burnt.

I would wifh to know whether the allowance given fo of-

ficers, the feventeenth of January, of a dollar and one-third

for every man they enllfl., Congrefs mean to extend to the

officers who enlifl for the new army for three years. Ac

firft it may appear wrong, or rather exorbitant, fuppofing

that tnany will be recruited out of the regim'ents now in fer-

vice, and under them : but the allowance will be of great ufe,

as it will intereft the officers, and call forth their exertion^

which Gtherwife w^ould be faint arid languid. Indeed I am

fearful, from the inquiries I have made, that their utmod

exertions w^ill be attended with but little fuccefs. It is ob-

jected that the bounty of ten dollars is too low ; arid argued,

—" if the ftates, furnifning men for five or fix months, al-

low confiderably more, why Ihould that be accepted when

the term of enliftm.ent is to be for three years ?"—I heartily^

wiffi a bounty in land had been or could be given, as was

ptopofed fome time ago. I think it would be attended with

falutary confequences.

In confequence of my application to' governor Trumbull,

he has fent me two row-gallies -, and I expefl another from

him. None from governor Cooke are yet come ; nor have

Vol. I. P X heard
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I heard from liim on the fubjecl.—One is complete here.

—^The fire-fhips are gouig on under Mr. Anderfou's direc-

tion, but rather flowly ; and I am preparing fome obflruc-

tions for the channel nearly oppofite the works at the upper

end of this ifland.—When all things are ready, I intend to

try, if it fliall feem pra61:it?.ble, to deftroy the ihips and ten-

ders above, and to employ the gallies, if they can be of ad-

vantage.

The militia for the flying camp come in but fiowly. By a

return from general Mercer yefterday, they are but little

more than three thoufand. If they were in, or can be there

ftiortly, and the fituation of the enemy remains the fame, I

would make fome efforts to annoy them, keeping our polls

here well guarded, and not putting too much to the hazard,

or in any manner to the rillc.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W.

^SiR, Nfiv-2'oi-k, July 29, 1776.

YOUR favor of the twenty-fourth I received on fa-

turday evening, and, agreeabje to your requeft, lliall exputige

the preamble to the refolution fubjetfling the property of

fubjefts to the Britifh crown to forfeiture and confifcation.

Our itock of mufket-powder is entirely made up in car-

tridges. I therefore requeft that Congrefs will order four

or five tons more of that fort to be immediately forwarded

;

it being not only neceflary that we (hould have mor-e for

that purpofe, but alfo fome (lock to remain in banxls.

Yellerday evening Hutchinfon's and Sergeant's regiments

from Bollon arrived ; alfo two row-gallies from Rhode-

Ifiand.—'I am fearful the troops have not got entirely clear

of the fmall-pox. I fhall ufe every poflible pi*ecautian to

prevent the infeftion fpreading ; and, for that purpofe,

have ordered them to an cncampment'feparate and detached

from the reft.

By faturday's report from Long-Ifland camp, five fliips, a

brig.
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brigj and five fchoonerSj had got into the Hook;—by yef-

tcrday's, tv/o (liips more, and a Hoop, were (landing in.

—

What they are, 1 have not been able to learn.

I have tranfmitted a general return herewith, by which

Congrefs will perceive the whole of our force at the time It

was made.

I have inclofed you an account of fundry prizes, which

was tranfmitted to feveral gentlemen here by faturday's pod.

The two laft prizes I did not fee mentioned in the letters

fhewn me ; and I fear the report of the fecond provifion-vef-

fel is premature.—I was alfo this minute informed that cap-

tain Biddle had taken a Ihip with fugars for Britain, and,

in bringing her in, unfortunately loft her on Fiflier's-Iiland.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W,

Sir,
.

Nezv-Toth, July 30, 1776.

I WAS this morning honored with your two favots

of yefterday's date v and, agreeable to your requeft, have

given Mr. Palfrey liberty to negotiate your claim with Mr^

Brimer, and wifli it may be fatisfied agreeably to you.

I laft night received a letter from general Schuyler, a copy

of which I do myfelf the honor to tranfmit you. You will

thereby perceive his reafons for leaving Crown-Point, and.

preferring the poft the council of ofRcers determined to

take oppofite to Ticonderoga.—I am totally unacquainted

with thofe feveral pofts-and the country about them, and

therefore cannot determine on the validity of his obferva-

tions, or think myfelf at liberty to give any direction in the

matter.

Congrefs v/ill pleafe to obferve what lie fays of their dif-

trefs for money. From hence he can have no relief, there

be'rg only about three of four thoufand dollars in the pay-

mafter's hands according to his return this morning,—and

all but two month.s' pay due to the army, befides many other

demands.—I could wi(h that proper fuppiies of money could

P 2
'

be
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be always kept:—the want may oecafion confequences of an

alarming nature.

By a letter from him, of a prior date to tlie copy inclofed,

he tells me that a Mr. Ryckman, who has juft returned

through the country of the Six-Nations, reports that the

Indians who were at Philadelphia have gone home with

very favorable ideas of our ftrength and refources. This he

heard in many of their villages :— a lucky circumftance, if it

will either gain their friendship or fecure their nentrality.

In my letter of the twenty-feventh I informed Congrefs

©f my views and wifhes to attempt fomething againfl: the

troops on Staten-Iftand. I am now to acquaint them, that,

by the adviee of general Mercer and other officers at Amboy,

it \^"ill be impra£licable to do any thing upon a large fcale,

for want of craft, and as the enemy have the entire com-

mand of the water all round the ifland.—I have defired ge-

neral Mercer to have nine or ten flat-bottomed boats built at

Newark-bay and Elizabethtown, with a defign principally to

keep up the communication acrofs Hackinfac and PafTaic

rivers, which I deem a matter of great importance, and ex-

tremely neceHary to be attended to.

' Since I wrote you yefterday, eleven fhips more, four

biigs, and two floops, have come into the Hook. I have not

yet received intelligence what any of the late arrivals are :

but I fuppofe we (hall not long remain in a Hate of unceri-

tainty.

Having reafon to believe that lord Hovv^e will readily com^

into an exchange of fuch prifoners as may be more imme^

diatcly under his command, and that fomething will be of-

fered on this fubjed within a day or two, or rather come in

aufwer to the propofitions I have made general Howe, I

(hould be glad to have Congrefs*s interpretation of the re-

folve of the twenty-fecond inftanr, empowering the com-

manders to exchange, &c ;—whether, by the word ^ fculor^

they mean failors generally, as well thofe taken in the vef-

fcls of private adventurers by the enemy, as thofe belonging

to
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to the continental cruifers, or veflels in the continent's em-

ploy ; or whether they only defign to extend the exchange

to the latter,—thofe in their particular employ.

I would alfo obferve, that, heretofore, failors belonging to

merchant Ihips that have fallen into our hands, and thofe

employed merely as tranfports, have not gencrailv been con-

fidered as prifoners.—I fubmit it to Concrefs whetliti- it

may not be now neceiTary to pafs a refolve declaring their

fentiraents on this fubjecl:, and, in general, who are t(j be

treated as prifoners of war, that are taken on board veffels

belonging to the fubjects of the Britifh crown, Szc. The

r^fult of their opinion upon the firfl queftion propofed, you

will be pleafed to tranfmit me by the earlieft opportunity,

I have inclofed, for the confideration of Congrefs, a me-

morial and petition by captain Holdridge, praying to be re-

lieved againft the lofs of money Itoien from him,-:—not con-

ceiving myfelf authorifed to grant his requeft. The certi-

ficate which attends it proves him a man of character ; and

his cafe is hard, on his (late of it.—Whether making the lofs

good may not open a door to others, and give rife to appli-

cations not fo juft as his maybe, I cannot determine.—That

feems to be the only objection to relieving him.

I am informed by general Putnam that there are fome of

the Stockbridge Indians here (I have not feen them myfelf)

who exprefs great uneafinefs at their not being employed by

us, and have come to inquire into the caufe. I am fenfible

Congrefs had them not in contemplation when they refolved

that Indians might be engaged in our fervice. However, as

they feem fo anxious,— as they M'ere led to expeft it, from

what general Schuyler and the other commiilioners did,—a$

we are under difficulties in getting men, and there may be

danger of their (or fome of them) taking an unfavorable

p^r^^—I beg leave to fubmit it as my opinion, under all jhefe

circumflanccs, that they had better be employed.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W.
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Sir, Nevj-Tork^ Augvft 2, 1776.

YOUR favor of tlie thirtieth ultimo, with its fevera^

inclofures, I was honored with by wednefday's pofl.

Congrefs having been pleafed to leave with me the direc-

tion of colonel Ward's regiment, I have wrote to governor

Trumbull, and requefted liim to order their march to this

place, being fully fatisfied that the enemy mean to make

their grand pufli in this quarter, and that the good of the

fcrvice requires every aid here that can be obtained. I have

alfo wrote to colonel Elmore, and directed him to repair hither

with his regiment.—When it comes, I fliall fill up commlf-

fjons for fuch officers as appear v.-ith their refpeclive com-

panies.

Colonel Holman, with a regiment from the Maflarhufetts

flatc, is arrived. Colonel Cary from thence is alfo here,

waiting the arrival of his regiment which he hourly ercpedts.

He adds, when he left Nev.--London he heard that the tliird

regiment from the Maflachufetts was almoft rearly, and

would foon be in motion.

The enemy's force is daily augmenting and becoming

flronger by new arrivals. "Vefterday, general Greene re-

ports that about forty fail, including tenders, came into the

Hook. What they are, or what thofe have brought that

have lately got in, I remain un-informed. However, I think

it probable they are part of lord Howe's fleer, with the

Heffian troops :—it is time to look for them.

I have the honor to be, &:c. G. W.
P. S. I am extremely forry to inform Congrefs our troops

are very fickly.

Sir, 'Nc-jo-Yx»% Augujl 5, 1776.

I WAS honored with your favor of the thirty-firfl ul-

timo on friday, v/ith its feveral inclofures ; and return yOu

iiiy thanks for the agreeiible intelligence you were pleafed

to
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to communicate, of the arrival of one of our fhips with fuch

valuable articles as arms and ammunition •, alfo of the cap-

ture made by a privateer.

The mode for the exchange of prifoners, refolved on by

Congrefs, is acceded to by general Howe, fo far as it comes

within his command. A copy of my letter and his anfwer

upon this fubjed I have the honor to inclofe.you ; to which

I beg leave to refer Congrefs.

The inclofed copy of a letter from colonel Tupper, who

had the general command of the galUes here, will inform

Congrefs of the engagement between them and the fliips of

war up the North-river on faturday evening, and of the da-

mage we fuflained. What injury was done to the Ihips, X

cannot afccrtain. It is faid they were hulled feveral times

by our fliot. All accounts agree that our officers and men,

during the whole of the affair, behaved with great fpirit and

bravery. The damage done the gallies fhews beyond quef-

tion that they had a warm time of it.—The fliips ilill re-

main up the river; and, before any thing further Can be at-

tempted againft them (fhould it be thought advifable), the

gallies muft be repaired.

I have alfo tranfmittcd Congrefs a copy of a letter I re-

ceived by Aiturday's pod from governor Cooke, to which X

refer them for the intelligence it contains. The feizure of

our veifels by the Portuguefe is, I fear, an event too true.

Their dependence upon the Britifli crown for aid againft the

Spaniards muft force them to comply with every thing re-

quired of them.—I v/ifli the Morris may get fafe in with

her cargo.— As to the fhips captain Buchlin faw on the

tv.-enty-fifth ultimo, they are probably arrived: for yefterday

twenty-five fail came into the Hook.

By a letter from general Ward, of the twenty-ninth ul-

timo, he informs me that two of our armed veiTels, the day

before, had brought into Marblehead a flnp bound from Ha-

lifax to Staten-Ifland. She had in about fifreen hundred

and nine pounds' v/orth of Britifti goods, befides a good

P 4 anany
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many belonging to torles. A Halifax paper, found on board

her, I have inclofed, as alfo an account fent me by Mr. Ha-

zard, tranfmitced him by fome of his friends, as given by the

tories taken in li^r. Their intelligence, I dare fay, is true re-

fpefting the arrival of part of the HefTian troops. — General

Ward in his letter mentions, that, the day this prize was

taken, captain Burke, in another of our armed vefTels, had

an engagement with a fhip and a fchooner which he

thought were tranfports, and would have taken them, had it

not been for an unlucky accident in having his quarter-deck

blown up. Two of Iris men were killed, and feveral more

were wounded.

The hulks and chevaux-de-frife, that have been preparing

to obftrudl: the channel, have got up to the place they are in-

tended for, and will be funk as foon as polhble.

I have tranfmitted Congrefs a general return of the army

in and about this place on the third inllant, by which they

will perceive the amount of our force.

Before I conclude, I would beg leave to rem.ind Congrefs

of the neceflity there is of having fome major-generals ap-

pointed for this army, the duties of which are great, exten*

five, and impoffible to be difcharged as they ought and the

good of the fervice requires, without a competent number

of officers of this rank. I mean to write m.ore fully upon the

fubjeft : and, as things are drawing fall to an iffue, and it is

necefiary to m^ake every proper difpofition and arrangement

that we poffibly can, I pray that this matter may be taken

into confideration, and claim their early attention.—I well

Jcnow what has prevented appointments of this fort for fome

time pad : but the fituation of our affairs will not juftify

longer delays in this inftance.—By the firft opportunity, I

(liail take the liberty of giving you my fentiments more at

lirge upon the propriety and necelhty of the meafure.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. YL
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S^Kj Neiv-Torl-, Au.giij] 7, 1776,

IN my letter of the fifth which I had the honor of

addreiling you, I begged leave to recall the attention of

Congrefo to the abfolute neceiTity there is for appointing

more general otEcers,-r—pronuilng at the fame time, by tiie

firft opportunity, to give my lentiments more at large upon

the fubjecSl.

Confident I am that the poflponing this mcafure has not

proceeded from motives of frugality : oiherwife I Ihculd

rake the liberty of attempting to prove that vix put too much
to the hazard by fuch a faving.—I am but too well apprifed

of the difficulties that occur in the choice. They are, I ac-

knowledge, great ; but at the fame time it muft be allowed

they are of fuch a nature as to prefent themfelves whenever

the fubjeit is thought of. Tinie on the one hand does not

remove them ; on the other, delay may be productive of

fatal confequences

This army, though far fhort as yet of the numbers in-

tended by Congrefs, is by much too unwieldy for the com-

mand of any one man, without fevcra! major-generals to

affifl. For it is to be obferved that a bvigaditr-generalat the

head of his brigade is no more than a colonel at the head of

a regiment, except that he acls upon a larger fcale. Ollicers

of more general command are at all times wanted for the

good order and government of an army, efpecialiy v.hen the

army is compofed chiefly of raw troops : but in an aclion

they are indifpenfably necefiary,—At prefent there is but

one major-general for this whole department and the flying

camp ; whereas, at this place alone, lefs than three cannot

difcharge the duties with that regularity they ought to be.

If thefe major-generals are appointed, as undoubtedly

they will, out of the prefent brigadiers, you will want for

this place three brigadiers at lead.—The nortliern depart-

fnent will require one, if not two (as general 1 hompfon is

j?
prifoner, and the baron Woedtke reported to be dead or in

a ilatc
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a date not much tetter), there being at prefcnt only one

brigadier-general (Arnold) in all that department.—For the

caftern governments there ought to be one, or a major-gene-

ral, to fuperintend the regiments there, and to prevent im-

pofitions that might otherM'ife be praclifed.—Thefe make the

number wanted to be fix or feven : and who are to be ap-

pointed, Congrefs can bell judge.

To make brigadiers of the oldefl colonels wotild be the

leafl exceptionable way ; but it is much to he queftioned

whether by that mode the ableft men would be appointed to

office. And I would oblerve, though the rank of the colo-

nels of the eaftern governments was fettled at Cambridge

lad year, it only refpefted themfelves, and is ilill open as to

officers of other governments. To pick a colonel here and

a colonel there through the army according to the opinion

entertained of their abilities, would no doubt be the means

of making a better choice, and nominating the fittefl per-

fons : but then the fenior officers would get difgufted, and,

more than probable, with their connexions, quit the fer-

vice.—^That might prove fatal at this time.—To appoint

gentlemen as brigadiers, that had no ferved in this army (in

this part of it at leaft), would not woundany one in parti-

cular, but liurt the whole equally, and mull be conrulered in

a very difcouraging light by every officer of merit.—View the

matter therefore in any point of liglit you will, there are in-

conveniencies on the one hand, and difficulties on the other^

which ouglit to be avoided.—Would they be remedied by

appointing the oldeil colonels from each ilate ?—If this

mode ffiould be thought expedient, the inclofed lifb gives the

names of the colonels, from New-Hanipffiire to Pennfylva-

nia inclufive, fpecifying thofe who rank lirlt, as I am told,

in the feveral colony lifts.

I have tranfmitted a copy of a letter from Mr. John Glover,

fetting forth the nature and grounds of a difpute between hin^

and a Mr. Bradford refpedling their agency. Not conceiving

myfclf authorifed, nor having the fmallelt inclination to in-

t terfere
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terfere in any degree in the matter, it is rtTevred to Con^-refs,

Vi'ho v.'ill determiae and give direftion upon it in fuch man-

ner as they ihall judge beft. I will only oblerve that Mr-

G'over was recommended to me as a proper perfon for an

agent wlien we fa-ft fitted out armed vefleis, and was ac-

cordingly appointed one; and, fo far as I know, difcharged

his office with fidelity and induftry.

I received yefterday evening a letter from general Schuy-

ler, containing lieutenant M' Michael's report, who had

been fent a fcout to Ofwego. A copy of the report I have

inclofed for the information of Congrefs, lefir general Schuy-

ler fliould have omitted it in his letter which accompanies

ihis. He was at the German-Flats when he wrote, which was

the fecond inflant, and the treaty with the Indians not be-

gun ; noi: had the whole expefted then arrived. But of

thefe things he \x'M have advifed you more fully, I make no

doubt.

The paymafler informs me he received a fupply cf money

-yefterday. It came very feafonably : for the applirations and

clamors of tlie troops liad become inceflant and diflreUinsr

beyond meafure.—There is nov/ two months' pay due to

thern.—I have tb.e honor to be, Sec. G. W.

Sir,

SINCE clofing the letter which I had the honor to

write you this morning, two delerters have come in, who

left the Soiebav man-of-v/ar lail evening;. One of them is

a native of New-York, l^heir account is that tliey were in

the engagement with colonel Moulcrie at Sullivan's Illand on

the ninth of July— (the particulars they give nearly corre-

fpond with the narrative fent by general Lee) ;—that they

left Carolina three weeks ago as a convoy to forty-five tranf-

ports having on board general Clinton, lord Cornwallis, and

the whole fouthern army confiiling of about three thoufand

men, all of wnom were landed lait week on Staten-Ifland in

tolerable health j— that, on funday, thirteen traufports, part

of
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of lord Hbwe's fleet, and having on board Heffians and

Highlanders, came to Staten-Ifland 5—that the remainder of

the fleet, which v/as reported to have, in the whole, twelve

thoufi:nd men, had parted with thefe troops off the banks of

Newfoundland, and were expected to come in every mo-

ment ;—that they were getting their heavy carriages and

cannon on board, hud launched eight gondolas with flat

bottoms, and two rafts or ftages to carry cannon.

Thefe men underftand that the attack will foon be made

if -the other troops arrive ;—that they give out they will lay

the Jevfcys waiie with tire and fword
;—that the computed

ftreugth of their army will be thirty thoufand men. They

further add, that, when they left Carolina, one tranfport got

on Ihore, fo that they were not able to give her relief ; upon

which, file funendered, with five companies of Highlaiidcrs,

to general Lee, who, after taking every thing valuable out of

her, burnt her;—that t\\Q admiral turned general Clinton out of

his fnip after the engagement, with a great deal of abufe -,

—

great diiTerences between the principal naval and military

gentlemen ;—thai the fhips, left in Carolina, are now in fuch

a weakly diftrefll'd condition, they would fall an eafy prey.

I am, fn", willi great refpc61;, &c. G. ^Y".

Head-Quartos, Ncuu-1'oyky Augujl 7, 1 7 76,

one clock, P. M.
The fhips are changing their pofition, and the men-of-war

forming into a line : but I flill think they will wait the arrival

of the remaining HeiTians before any general attack wl,l be

made.— Monday's return will fliew our ftrength here.

Sir, Neiu-Torky ^'^g'^^fi 8, 1776,

BY yefterday-morning's poft, I was honored with

your favor of the fecond inflant, with fundry refolutions of

Congrefs, to which I iliaii pay ftricl attention.

As the propofition for employing the Stockbridge Indians

has been approved, I have wrote to Mr. Edwards, one of the

commiiuoners, and who lives among them, requeuing him

to
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to engage them or, fuch as are wiilinf^, to enter tlie fcrvice.

I have dire6led him to Indulge them with liberty to join this

or the northern army, or both, as their inclination may

lead.

I vvlfh the faiutary confequences may refult from the re-

gulation refpetSling feamen taken, that Congrefs have in

view. From the nature of this kind of people, and the pri-

vileges granted on their entering into our fervice, I fhould

fuppofe many of them will do It.—We want them much.

I yefterday tranfmltted the intelligence I received from the

deferters from the Solebay man-of-war.—The inclofed copy

of a letter by lad night's poll, from the honorable Mr.

Bowdoln, with the information of a captain Kennedy lately-

taken, corroborate their accounts refpe£i:ing the HeiEaa-

troops. Indeed his report makes the fleet and armament, to

be employed agalnft us, greater than wliat we have heard they

would be. . However there remains no doubt of their being-

both large and formidable, and fuch as wilt require our moH
vigorous exertions to oppcfe them. Perfuaded of this, and

knowing how much inferior our numbers are and will be to

theirs when the whole of their troops arrive,—of the im-

portant confequences that may a fid will flow from the appeal

that will foon be made,—I have wrote to Connefticut and

New-Jerfey, for all the fuccour they can afford, and alfo to

the convention of this flate.—V/hat I may receive, and in

'what time, the event muft determine. But 1 vrould fain

liope, the fituation and the exigency of our affairs will call

forth the moll ilrenuous efforts and early alTiftance of thofe

who are friends to the caufe- I confefs there is but too

much occafion for their exertions. I confidently truil they

will not be withheld.

I have inclofed a copy of a letter from Mr. Bowdoln re-

fpeifllng the eaftern Indians. Congrefs will thereby perceive

that they profefs themfelves to be well attached to our in-

tereft,—and the fummary of the meafurcs taken to eng?.gc

them in our fervice. I have the treaty at large between the

7 tonorable
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honorable council of the Maffacliufctts, on behalf of the

United States, with rhe delegates of tlic Saint-Johri'a and

Mickmac tribes. The probability of a copy's being feat

already, and its great length, prevent one coming herewith.

If Congrefs have not had it forwarded to them, I will fend

a copy by the firll opportunity after notice that it has not

been received.

Auzjijl 9. -By a report received from general Greene

lad night, at funfet and a little after, about a huJidred boats

were feen bringing troops from Staten-Ifland to the (liips,

three of which had fallen dov\'n towards the Narrows,, hav-

ing uken in foldiers from thirty of the boats. Ele adds, that,

by the bell obfervations of fcveral uilicers, there appeared to

be a general embarkation.

I have wrote to general Mercer for two thoufand men

from the flying camp. Colonel Smallwood's batallion, as

part of them, I expe£l this forenoon : but where the reft

are to come from, I know not, as, by the general's lad re-

turn, not more than three or four hundred of the new levies

had got )n.

In my letter of the fifth I iiiclofed a general return of the

army under my immediate command : but I imagine the fol-

low Ing date will give Congrefs a more perfckll idea, -though

nol ainore agreeable one, of our fituation. For th.e feveral

po''ls on Nevy-York, Long and Governor's iflands, and Pau-

lus-Hook, we have, (it lor duty, ten thoufand five hundred

and fourteen,—Gck prefent, three thoufand and thirty-nine

—

fuk abfcnt, fix hundred and twenty-nine,— on command, two

thoufand nine hundred and fovty-fix,—on furlough, ninety-

feven,— total, feventeen tlioufand tv/o hundred and twenty-

five. Li addition to thefe, we are only certain of colonel

Smallwood's batallion in cafe of an Imnlediatc attack. Our

polls too are much divided, having waters between mr.ny of

them, and fome diflant from otherj;, fifteen miles. 'I hefe

circumftances, fufficiently didrelfing of themfelves, are much

aggravated by the ficknefs that prevails through the army.

Every
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Every day more or leCj are taken down; fo that the propor-

tion of men that may come in cannot be coiiridered as a
real and ferviceable augmentation on the whole.

Thefe things are melancholy; but they are nevertheiefs

true.— I hope for better.—Under every difadvantage^ my ut-

moil exertions fliail be employed to bring about the great end

we liave in xlcw: and, fo far as I can judge from the pro-

fenio«s and apparent difpofitlon of my troops, I fhall liave

their fupport. The fuperiority of the enemy and tb^ ex-

pected attack do not feeni to have depreflcd their fpirits^

Thefe confiderations lead me to think, that, though the

appeal may net terminate fo happily in our favor as I could

\vi(h, yet they vv-iil not fucceed in their views without coa-

fiderable iofs. Any advantage they may get, I truil, will

coft them dear-

Eigbt o'clock, A. M.
By the reverend Mr. Madifooi and a Mr. Johnfon, two

gentlemen of Virginia, who came from Staten Iflaud yefter-

day, where they arrived the day before in the packet with

colonel Guy Johnfon, I am informed that nothing material

had taken place in England when they left it ;—that thers

had been a cliange in the French ininldry, whicli, many peo-

ple thought, foreboded a war;— that it feemed to be be-

lieved by many that Congrefs would attempt to buy off

the foreign troops, and that it might be efFccl-ed witiaout

great dilHculty. Their accounts from Stateu Ifland nearly

correfpond with what we had before: they fay t!)at every pre-

paration is making for an attack ;—that the force now uoorj

the ifland is about fifteen thoufand ;— that they appear very

impatient for the arrival of tlie foreign troops, but a very

("mall part having got in. Whether they would attempt any

tiling before they come, they are uncertain : but they are

fare they will ar, fooi* as they arrive, if not before.—They

fay, from what they could colie6l from tlie converfation of

officers, &CC, they mean to hem us in by getting above uj

and cutting off all communication with the country.

That
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That this Is their plan, feems to be corroborated and con-

firmed by the circumilance of fome fliips of war going out

at different times within a few days paft, and other veflels.

It is probable that a part are to go round and come up the

Sound*

Mr. Madifon fays lord Howe's powers were not known

when he left England ;—that general Conway moved, before

his departure, that they might be laid before the commons j

and had his motion rejected by a large majority.

I have the honor to be, &c* ^ G. W.

Sir, Nciv-Tcrk, Aitguft 10, 1776.

I HAVE been duly honored with your favors of the

eitrhth and tenth inilant, with their feveral inclofures. I

fhall pay attention to the rcfolution refpedling lieutenant

Jofiah, and attempt to relieve him from his rigorous ufage.

—Your letters to fuch of the gentlemen as were here have

been delivered. The reft will be fent by the firft oppor-

tanity.

Since my laft, of the eighth and ninth, the enemy have made

no movements of confequence. They remain nearly in the

fame ftate •, nor have v,t any further intelligence of their

defu'-ns. Thev have not been yet joined by the remainder

cf the fleet with the Hellian troops.

Colonel Smallwood and his bataliion got in on friday

;

and colonel Miles is alfo here with two batallions more of

Pennfylvania riflemen.

I'iie convention of this flate have been exerting themfelves

to call i'orth a portion of their militia to an encampment

forming ?.bove Kingfbridge, to remain in fervice for the

f[';ice oi one month after their arrival there; and alfo half of

thofe in King and Queen's counties, to reinforce the troops

or) T >jncY-Tri;u-(n till the firft of September, unlefs fooner dif-

cli.i.N '. .= '- rai Morris too is to take poft with his bri-

gade o; and and Hudfon's- river for ten days, to

' annoy
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annoy the enemy in cafe they attempt to land ; and others

of their militia are directed to be in readinefs, in cafe their

aid fliould be I'equlred. Upon the whole, from the Infor-

mation I have from the convention, the mllltia ordered are

now in motion, or will be in a little time, and will amount

to about three thoufand or more. From Connetllcut, I am

not certain what fuccours are coming. By one or two gentle-

men who have come from thence, I am told fome of the

militia were afTembling, and, from the intelligence they had,

would march this week.

By a letter from governor Trumbull, of the fifth, I am

advifed that the troops froiu that (late, deflined for the

northern army, had marched for Skenelborough.—General

Ward too, by a letter of the fourth, Informs me that the two

regiments would march from Boilon lait week, having been

cleanfed and generally recovered from the fmall-pox. I have

alio countermanded my orders to colonel Elmore, and di»

refted him to join the northern army, having heard, after

my orders to Conneclicut for his marching hither, that he

and moil of his regiment were at Albany or within its vici-

nity.—General Ward mentions that the council of the Maflii-

chufetts ftate will have in from two to three thoufand of

their militia to defend their lines and different pofts, in lieu

of the regiments ordered from thence agreeable to the re-

folution of Congrefs.

The inclofed copy of a refolve of this ftate, pafled the

tenth inftant, will difcover the apprehenfion they are un-

der of the defedion of the inhabitants of King's county

from the common caufc, and of the meafures tliey have

taken thereupon. I have directed genera! Greene to give

the committee fuch afliftance as he can, and they may re-

quire, in the execution of their comralffion ; though at the

fame time I wifh the information the convention have re-

solved upon the fubjetSl may prove groundlefs.

I would bejj leave to mention to Coiigvef>^, that, in a letter

I re-eived from geuetal Lee, he menrious tlic valuable coi -

Voi. L <^ fequcnces
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fequences that would refult from a number of cavalry being

employed in the fouthern department. Without them (to

ufe his own expreflions) he can anfwer for nothing :—with

one thoufand, he would enfure the fafety of thofe ftates.—

I fliould have done rayfelf the honor of fubmitting this mat-

ter to Congrefs before at his particular requeft, had it not

efcaped my mind.—From his acquaintance with that coun-

try, and the nature of the grounds, T doubt not he has weighed

the matter well, and prefume he has fully reprefented the

advantages that would arife from the eftablifliment of fuch

a corps :—all T mean, is, in compliance with his requifition,

to mention the matter, that fuch confideration may be had

upon it (if not already determined) as it may he defervingof.

I have tranfmitted a general return, whereby Congrefs

will perceive the whole of our ftrength, except the two batal-

lions under colonel Miles, which, coming fince it was made

out, are not included.

I have inclofed a letter juft conae to hand from Martinique.

Congrefs will pleafe to confider of the purport, favoring me

with their anfwer and a return of the letter.

This moment (ten o'clock) report is made by general

Greene that a man-of-war came inyefterday, and that fixty fail

of fhips are now Handing in.—No doubt, they are a further

part of the HeiTian fieer.

I have tlie honor to be, &c. G. W.

Sir, New-York^ Augvjl 12, 1 7 76.

THIS will be handed to you by colonel * * * from

x!i\<t northern army, whom the inclofed letter and proceed-

ings of a general court-martial will ihew to have been in

arreft, and tried for fundry matters charged againfl him.

As the court-martial was by order of the commander in that

department,—the facts committed there,—the trial there,

—

I am much at a lols to know why the proceedings were re-

feried
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ferred to me to approve or difapprove. As my Interfering

in the matter would carry much impropriety with it, and

(hew a want of regard to the rules and practice in fuch in-

ftances,—and as colonel * * * is going to Philadelphia,—

I

have fubmitted the whole of the proceedings to the con-

fideration of Congrefs for their decifion upon his cafe,

—

perfectly convinced that fuch determination v.ili be had

therein, as will be right and juft.

have the honor to be, &c. G. W.

Sir, NewTork, Jugnji 13, 1776.

AS there is reafon to believe that but little time will

elapfe before the enemy make their attack, I have thought

it advifable to remove all the papers in my hands, refpecting

the affairs of the ftates, from this place. I hope the event

will (hew the precaution was unneceflary : but yet prudence

required that it (hould be done, left by any accident they

might fall into their hands. They are all contained in a

large box, nailed up, and committed to the care of lieuten-

ant-colonel Reed, brother of the adjutant-general, to be

delivered to Congrefs, in whofe cuftody I would beg leave

to depofit them until our affairs fliall be fo circumftanced as

to admit of their return.

The enemy, fmce my letter of yefterday, have received

a further augmentation of thirty-fix fhips to their fleet,

making the whole that have arrived fince yefterday morn-

ing, ninety-fix.

I have the honor to be, &:c. G. W.

P. S. I would obferve that I have fent off the box pri-

vately, that it might raife no difagreeble ideas •, and have

enjoined colonel Reed to fecrecy.

0^2 ^ Sir,
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Sir, ISJciv-York, Ju^iijl 14, 1776.

SINCE I had tlie honor of addreffing you on mon-

day, nothing of importance has occurred here, except that

the enemy have received an augmentation to their fleet, of

ninety-fix fliips: — fome reports make them more. In a let-

ter I wrote you yeflerday by lieutenant-colonel Reed, I ad-

vifed you of this : but prefumiiig it may not reach you fo

foon as tills will, 1 have thought proper to mention the in-

telligence again.

Inclofed I have the honor to tranfmit a copy of the ex-

"amination of a deferter fent me this morning by general

Mercer, to which I beg leave to refer Congrefs for the

lateil accounts I have from the enemy. Whether the In-

telligence he has given is literally true, I cannot determine :

but as to tlie attack, we dally expe£l: it.

Your favor of the tenth, with its Inclofures, was duly re-

ceived J and I have inftrudled the feveral ofhcers who were

promoted, to aft in their flations as you requefted, though

their commlfiions v/ere not fent.

As we are in extreme want of tents and covering for this

army,— a great part of thofe at the out-pofts having nothing

to {belter them, nor houfes to go into,—I fubmit it to Con-

grefs vvhethcr it may not be prudent to remand thofe that

were lately fent to Bofton, where there are no troops at prc-

fent ; and, if there were, the neceHity for them would not

be great, as the town, and barracks at feveral of the polls,

would be fufficlent to receive them.

The iuclofed letter from lieutenant-colonel Henfliaw will

difcovex t© Congrefs his views and wiflies, Mdiich they will

confider and determine on, in whatever way they think right

and conducive to the public good -,—meaning only to lay

his letter before them.

1 take the liberty of mentioning tliat colonel V^arnum of

Rhode-ill .":' has been vvitli me this mornin.g to rcfign his

commiirion, conceiving hluilclf to be greatly injured in not'

havinff
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having been noticed in the hte arrangement and promotion

of general officers.— I remonllrated againft the impropriety

oF the meafure at this time j and he has confented to (lay

till affairs wear a ditl-erent afpeft from what they do at

prefent.

Eleven o'clock.—By a report juft come to hand from gene-

ral Greene, twenty Ihips more are coming in.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W.

Sir, Ncw-1'orky Augujl 14, 1776.

THIS will be delivered you by captain Moebiille, a

Dutch gentleman from Surinam, who has come to the con-

tinent with a view of entering into the fervice of the dates,

as you will perceive by the inclofed letters from Mr. Brovne

of Providence, and general Greene. What other letters and

credentials he has, I know not ; but, at his requeft, have

given him this line to Congrefs, to whom he wifr.es to be

introduced, and where he will make his pretenfions known,

I have ordered the quarter-mailer immediately to write to

Mr. Browne for the RuHia duck he mentions, with diredlions

to have it inllantly made into tents there,—being in great

diftrefs for want of a fuflicient number to cover our troops.

I have the honor to be, S:c. G. W,

Sir, ISJew-Tork^ Augiifl 15, 1776.

AS the fituation of the two armies mufl engage the

attention of Congrefs, and lead them to expedl that each

returning day will produce fome important t\^^:\x.%^ this is

meant to inform them that .nothing of moment has yet caft

up. In the evening of yellerday tliere were great m.ove-

ments among their boats ; and, from the nuiuber that ap-

peared to be palling and repafung about the Narrows, we

were induced to believe they intended to land a part of

0^3 their
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their force upon Long-Ifland : but, having no report frorft

genera] Greene, I prefume they have not done it.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. "W.

P. S . Your favor of the thirteenth was received by yefter-

day's poll.— I wrote on monday by the return exprefs, as you

fuppofed.

Sir, Neiv-Tork, Auguft i6, 177^.

I BEG leave to inform you, that, fmce I had the

pleafure of acIdrelTing you yeilerday, nothing interefting be-

tween the two armies has happened. Things remain nearly

in the fituation t'aey then were.

It is with peculiar regret and concern that I have an op-

portunity of mentioning to Congrefs the ficlcly condition of

our troops. In fome regiments there are not any of the

field-officers capable of doing duty : in others the duty

is extremely difhcult for want of a fufficient number. I

have been obliged to nominate fome till Congrefs tranfmit

the appointments of thofe they wifti to fucceed to the

feveral vacancies occafioned by the laie promotions. This,

being a matter of fome confequence, I prefume will have

their early attention, and that they will fill up the feveral

vacancies alfo mentioned in the lift I had the honor of

jtranfmitting fome few days ago to the board of \var.

I am, fir, with the utmoft refpedl, &c. G. W,

Sir, Ncvj-Yor'k, ^Hg^fi '7? ^7/6.

THE circumftances of the two armies having under-

gone no material alteration fince I had the honor of writing

to you laft, I have nothing particular or important to com-

jiiunicate refpe£iting them.

In rny letter of yefterday I forgot to mention the arrival

of lord Dunmore here. By the examination of a captain

f^unter (who efcaped from the enemy, and came to Amboy
' '

'
'

' on
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on the fourteenth) tranfmitted me by general Roberdeau, I

am certainly informed his lordfhip arrived on the thirteenth.

The examination does not fay any thing about the fiiips he

brought with him : it only extends to his force, which it

mentions to be weak.

I before now expe£led the enemy would have made their

attack ; nor can I account for their deferring it, unlefs the in-

telligence, given by captain Hunter and another perfon who

efcaped about the fame time, is the caufe,—to wit, that they

are waiting the arrival of another divifion of the Heffian

troops, which (they fay) is ftill out.—Whether that is the

reafon of the delay, I cannot undertake to determine : but

I {hould fuppofe things will not long remain in their prefent

ftate.—I have inclofed a copy of general Roberdeau's letter,

and of the examination of thofe two perfon?, which will

Ihew Congrefs ail the information they have given upon

thefe fubjefts.

I am juft now advifed by Mr. Aires who came from

Philadelphia to build the row-gallies, that two of our iirer-

vefl'els attempted laft night to burn the enemy's (hips ?wid

tenders up the river. He fays that they burned one teaucr,

and one of them boarded the Phcsnix, and was grappled wi-.h

her for near ten minutes; but fhc cleared herfelf—^We loll:

both of the veflels.—His account is not fo pardcular as i

could wilh ; however, I am certain the attempt has not fuc

ceeded to our wiflies. In a little time it is probable tlie

piatter will be more minutely reported.

I have the honor to be, Sec. G. W.

Sir, New-Yofk^ Augf^Jl iS, 1776.

I HAVE been honored with your favor of the

Sixteenth with the inclofure, and am forry it is not in my
power to tranfmit Congrefs a copy of the treaty as they re-

<iuire, having lent it away with the other papers that were

in my hands.

^

Qj. The
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The refolution they have entered into refpefting the

foreign troops, I am perfuaded, would produce falutary

effcdls, if it could be properly circulated among them. 1

fear it will be a matter of diliiculty. However I will lake

every meafure that (liall appear probable to facilitate the end.

I have the honor to indole you, for the perufal and con-

fideration of Congrefs, fundry papers marked N^ i to N 7

inclufive, the wliole of which, except N" 2 and 7 (my

anlwers to lord Drummond and general Howe) I received

yefleruay evening by a flag, and to which 1 beg leave to re-

fer Congrefs.

I am exceedingly at a lofs to know the motives and caufes

inducing a proceeding of fuch a nature at this time, and

why lord 'Howe has not attempted fome plan of negotiaaou

before, as he feems fo defirous of it. If I may be allowed

to conjeciure and guefs at the caufe, it may be that part of

the Helhans have not an'ivcd, as mentioned in the examin-

ation tranfmltted yellerday,— or that general Burgoyne has

]iQt made fuch progrefs as was expeded, to form a jun£lion

of their two armies,—or, what i thir.k equally probable,

they mean to procraftinate their operations for fome time,

trufiir.g that the militias \\ hich have come to our fuccour

will foon become tiicd and return home, as is but too ulual

with them.— Congrefs will make their obfervations upon

thefe feveral matters, and favor me with the refuit as foon

as they have done.—They will obftTve my anfwer to lord

Drummond, who (I am pretty coniidentj has not attended

to the terms of his parole, but has violated it in feveral in-

ftances. It is with the refl of the papers: but, if my me-

mory ferves me, he was not to hold any correfpondence di-

rectly or indire<!fl;ly with thofe in arms againll us, or to go

into any port or harbor in America, where the enemy them-

felves were or had a fleet, or to go on board their fbips.

The treaty witii the Indians is in the box which lieuten-

ant-colonel Reed, I prefume, has delivered before this. If

Congrefs are defirous of feeing it, they will be pleafed to

have
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have the box opened. It contains a variety of papers, and

all the afFairs of the army, from my firfi; going to Cam-

bridge, till it was feat away.

This morning, the Phoenix and Rofe men of-war, with

two tenders, availing themfelves of a favorable and briik

wind, came down the river, and have joined the fleet.

Our feveral batteries fired at them in their pafiage, but with-

out any good efteft that I could perceive.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W.

Sir, New-Toyk^ Ju^nji ig, 1776.

I Hx^VE nothing of moment to communicate to

Congrefs, as things are in the fituation they were when I

had laft the honor of addreffing them.

By a letter from general Ward, of the twelfth, I find that

Whitcomb's regiment, on the eighth, and Phinney's, on the

ninth, marched from Bolton for Ticonderoga.

Governor Trumbull alio, in a letter of the thirteenth, ad-

vifes me that Ward's regiment in the fervice of the ftates

was on the march to this army, and that he and his council

of fafety had in the whole ordered fourteen militia regiments

to reinforce us. Three of them have arrived, and amount to

about a thoufand and twenty men. When the whole come in,

we (hall be on a much more refpedable footing tlian we have

been : but I greatly fear, if the enemy defer their attempt for

any confiderable time, rhey will be extremely impatient to

returii home ; and if they ihould, we Ihall be reduced to dlf-

trefs again.

He alio adds that captain Van Buren, who had been fent

for that purpofe, liad procured a fufficient lupply of fiiil-

cloth for the veflels to be employed on the lake, ;md a part of

the cordage, in that itate i and had a profpcSt of getting the

remainder.

As there will be a difilculty in all probability to circulate

the papers dcllgned for the foreign troops, and many mif-

carriajres
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carriages may happen before it can be eiFe£led, it may he

proper to furnilh me with a larger quantity than what I

already have.

Inclofcd I have the honor to tranfmit you a general return

cf our whole force at this time, in which are comprehended

the three regiments of militia above mentioned. I am forry

it fhouid be (b much weakened by ficknefs. The return will

ihew you hov/ it diftrcires us.

I have the honor to be, Sec. G. W.

P. S. The poft juft now arrived has brought a further

fupply of papers for the Heffians, which makes my requi-

fition unnecelTary.

Sir, New-Tori; Angujl 20, T776.

I WAS yefterday morning favored with yours of the

feventeenth, accompanied by feveral refolutions of Congrefs,

and commiiTions for ofTicers appointed to the late vacancies

in this army.

I wrote fome days ago to general Schuyler to propofe to

generals Carleton and Burgoyne an exchange of prifoners in

confequence of a former refolve of Congrefs authorifing their

commanders in each departrnej^t to negotiate one. That of

major Meigs for major F-e-ich, and captain Dearborn's for

any officer of equal rank, I fubmitted to general Howe's

confi deration, by letter, on the feventeenth, underftanding

their paroles had been fent him by general Carleton \ but

have not yet received his anfwer upon the fubje£l.

In refpe£l to the exchange of the prifoners in Canada, if a

propofition on that head has not been already made (and I

believe it has not), the inclofed copy of general Carleton's

orders (tranfmitted me under feal by major Bigelow, who

was fent with a flag to general Burgoyne from Ticondero-

ga, with the proceedings of Congrefs on the breach of capi-

tulation at the Cedars, and the inhuman treatment of our

people afterwards) v^ill fiiew it is unneceiTary, as he has deter-

piinetl
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nilned to fend them to their own provinces, there to reniaia

as prifoners ; interdicting at the fame time all kind of inter-

courfe between us and his army, except fuch as may be for

the purpofe of imploring the king's mercy.—The affaffina-

tion he mentions, of brigadier-general Gordon, is a ia£l en-*

tirely new to me, and what I never heard of before.—I {hall

not trouble Congrefs with my ftridures upon this * * * per-

formance, * * * only obferving that its defign is fomewhat

artful, and that each boatman with major Bigelow was fur-

nifhed with a copy.

I have alfo tranfmitted Gongrefs a copy of the major's

journal, to which I beg leave to refer them for the intelli-

gence reported by hira on his return from the truce.

By a letter from general Greene yellerday evening, he in-

formed me he had received an exprefs from Hog-Iiland in-

let, advifmg that five of the enemy's fmall vefTels had appear-

ed at the mouth of the creek, with fome troops on board;—

alfo that he had heard two periagvras were otFOyfcer-bay,—

*

the whole fuppofed to be after live (lock ;—and, to pre-

vent their getting it, he had detached a party of horfe, and

two hundred and twenty men, among them tv.'enty riliemen.

1 have not received further intelligence upon the fubjed.

I am alfo advifed by the examination of a captain Button

(mailer of a veflel that had been taken) tranfmitted mc by-

general Mercer, that the general report among the enemy's

jroops, when he came off, was, that they were to attack

Long-Tfland, and to fecure our works there if poffible, at the

fame time that anT)ther part of their army was to land above

this city. This information is corroborated by many other

accounts, and i? probably true : nor will it be pofTible to

prevent them landing on the ifland, as its great extent affords

a variety of places favorable for that purpofe, and the whole

of our works on it are at the end oppofite to the city. How-

-Ever, we (hall attempt to harrafs them as much as pofiible,

f/Kich will be all that we can dp.

I
have the honor to be, &c. G« W,
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Sir, Nnv-l'ork^ JngiiJ] 2\y l']']iy,

INCLOSED I have the honor to tranfmit ^ou a copy

ef my letter to lord Howe (as well on the fiibjecl of a ge-

neral exchange of prifoners in the naval line, as that of

'le.utenant Jofiah in particular) and of his lordlhip's anfwer,

•which, for its matter and manner, is very different from ge-

neral Oarleton's orders which were forwarded yelterday.

The fituation of the armies being the fame as when 1

iad the pleafure of addreffing you lafh, I have nothing fpe-

cial to commnnicate an that head, nor more to add, than

that I am, with all pofTible refpecl, &c. G. W.

Sir, Nciv-Tork^ ^^(giiji 22, 1776.

I DO myfelf the Iionor to tranfmit Congrefs a copy

cf a letter I received yeilerday evening by exprefs from go-

rernor Livingfton, alfo copies of three reports from colonel

Hand.

Though the intelligence reported by the fpy on his return

to governor Livingfton has not been confirined by the event

he mentions (an attack lafl: night), there is every reafon tO'

believe that one is fliortly defigned. The falling down of

feveral fhips yefterday evening to the Narrows, crowded with

men,— thofe fuceeeded by many more this morning,—and a

reat number of boats parading around them (as I was juft

now informed) with troops,—are all circumftances indi-

cating an attack: and it is not improbable it will be made

to-day. It could not have happened laft night, by reafon of

a moft. violent guft.

We are making every preparation to receive them ; and I

truft> under the fmiles of providence, M'ith our own exer-

tions, that my next, if they do attack, will tranfmit an ac-

CQimt that will be pleanng to every friend of America, and

cf tlie rights of humanity.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W.



OFFICIAL LETTERS. 237

Sir, NciL'-l'ork, Augxffi 23, 1776.

I BEG leave to inform Congrefs, that, yeilerday

morning and in the courfe of the preceding night, a conli-

derabie body of the enemy, amounting by report to eight or

nine thoufand, and thefe all Rritifh, landed from the trani-

port-fhips mentioned in my laft, at Gravcfend-bay on Long-

Ifland, and have approached within three miles of our lines,

having marched acrofs the low cleared grounds near the

woods at Flat-bufli, wliere they are halted, from my lall in-

telligence.

I have detached from hence fix batallions as a reinforce-

ment to our troops there, which are all that I can fpare a£

this time, not knowing but the fleet may move up with the

remainder of their army, and make an attack here, on the

next floocl-tide. If they do not, I Ihall feud a furtJier rein-

forcement, fiiould it be neceflary ; and have ordered five ha-

tallions more to be in readinefs for that purpofe.

I have no doubt but a little time will produce feme im-

portant events. I hope they will be happy.—The reinforce-

ment detached yellerday went off in high fpirits \ and I have

the pleafuie to inform you tliat the whole of the army, tliai:

are elective and capable of duty, difcover the fame, and grcain

cheerfulnefs.—I have been obliged to appoint major-generai

Sullivan to the command on tiie iflaud, owing to general

Greene's indifpofition :—he has been extremely ill for feve-

ral days, and ftill continues bad.

By wedncfday evening's pod I received a letter from ge-

neral Ward, inclofing a copy of the invoice of the ordnance-

ftores taken by captain Manly, with the apprr.ifcment of the

fame (made in purfuance of my dire(StIon, founded on the

order of Congrefs), which I do myfelf the honor of tranf-

mitting.—You will alfo receive the treaty between the com-

miffioners and the Indians of the Six-Nations, and others, at

the German-Flats, which general Schuyler reciueftcd me to

forward, by his letter of the eighteenth in:la:u-

\ hu^t the honor to be, S?c. G. W-
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Sir, New-Tor k, Augujl 24, 1776.

THE irregularity of the poft prevents your receiv-

ing the early and conftant intelligence it is my wifh to com-

municate. This is the third letter vi'hich you will probably

receive from me by the fame poft. The firft was of little or

no confequence : but that of yefherday gave you the beft in-

formation I had been able to obtain, of the enemy's landing

and movements upon Long-Ifland.—Having occafion to go

over thither yefterday, I fent my letter to the poft-office at

tlie ufual hour, being informed that the rider was expe61:ed

every moment, and would go out again dire6lly: but in the

evening when i fent to inquire, none had come in.

1 row inclofe you a report made to me by general Sulli-

van after I left Long-Ifland yeiterday. I do not conceive

that the enemy's whole force v/as in motion, but a detached

party rather. I have fent over four more regim.ents, with boats,

ito be reatly either to reinforce the troops under general Sul-

livan, or to return to this place, if the remainder of the fleet

at the watering place fliould pufli up to the city ; which hi-

therto (I mean, fince the landing upon Long-Ifland) they

have not had in their power to do, on account of the M'ind

which has either been a-hcad or too fmall v^hen the tide has

ferved. I have nothing further to trouble the Congrefs with

at prefent, than that I am theirs and your moll obedient

humble fervant, G. W.

Sir, New-T'orky Augujl 26, 1776.

I HAVE been duly honored with your favors of the

twentieth and twenty-fourth, and am happy to find my an-

fwer to lord Drummond has met the approbation of Con-

grefs. Whatever his views Mvere, moft certainly his con-

duct refpefting his parole is highly reprehenfible.

Since my letter of the twenty-fourth, almoft the whole

of the enemy's fleet have fallen down to the Narrows ; and,

from this circumftance, and the ftriking of their tents at

7 >
their
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their feveral encampments ovi Staten-Iflraid from time to

time previous to the departui^c of the mipi from thence, we

are led to think they mean to laud the main body of their

army on Long-Ifiand, and to make their grand pufli there.

I have ordered over confiderable reinforcements to our iroops

there, and (hall continue to fend more as circurailances may-

require. There has been a little fkirmifning and irregular

firincy kept up between their and our advanced guards, in

which colonel Martin of the Jcrfey levies has received a

wound in his bread, which, it is apprehended, will prove

mortal j a private has had his leg broke by a cannon-ball,

and another has received a ihot in the groin from their muf-

kctry. This is all the damage they have yet done us -.—what

they have fudained, is not known.

The Ihifting and changing the regiments have undergone

of late has prevented their making proper returns, and of

courfe put it cut of my power to tranfmit a general one of

the army. However, I believe our ftrength is much the

fame as it was when the iaft was made, with the addition of

nine militia regiments come from the (late of Conne6t;icut,

averaging about three hundred and fifty men each. Thefe

are nine of the fourteen regiments mentioned in my letter of

the nineteenth.—Our people {llli continue to be very fickly.

The papers defigned for the foreign troops have been put

into feveral channels, in order that they might be conveyed

to them ; and, from the information I had yefterday, I have

reafon to beUeve many have fallen into their hands.

,1 have inclofed a copy of lord Drummond's fecond letter

fin anfwer to mine) which I received fince I tranfmitted hi*

firft, and which I have thought neceflary to by before Con-

grefs, that they may poiTefs the whole of the corvefpon-

dence between us, and fee how far he has exculpated him-

felf from the charge alleged againft him. The log-book he

mentions to have fent colonel Moylan proves nothing in

his favor. That ihews he had been at Bermuda, and from

ihence to fome other ifland, on his pafiage from which to this

place.
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place, the veflel he was in M^as boafded by a pilot who

brought her into the Hook, where he found the Britifli fleet,

which his lordfliip avers he did not expe6l were there, hav-

inEf underftood their deflination was to the fouthward.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W.

{The follo^Ming lettct is fro 771 one of the general's aides, whofe

Jignatiire ivill alfo appear to a feiv of the fubfcquent letters in

this volume.^

Sir, Nezv-2'orky Jug. 27, 1776, 8 o'elock, P. M.

I THIS minute returned from our lines on Long-

Ifland, where I left his excellency the general. From him

I have it in command to inform Congrefs, that yellerday he

went there, and continued till evening, wlien, from the

enemy's having landed a confiderable part of their forces,

—

and many of their movements,—^^there was reafon to appre-

hend they would make in a little time a general attack.—As

they would have a M'ood to ]r:.h through before they could

approach the lines, it was thought expedient to place a num-

ber of men there on the different roads leading from where

they were ilationed, in order to harrafs and annoy them in

their march.—This being done, early this morning a fmart

cnsacement enfued between the cnemv and our detach-

ments, which, being unequal to the force they had to con-

tend with, have fuftained a pretty confiderable lofs : at lead

many of our men are mifllng. Among thofe that have not

returned, are generals Sullivan and lord Stirling. The

enemy's lofs is not knov/n certainly : but we are told by fuch

of our troops as vcve in the cngaj. -ment and have come in,

that tlieyhad many killed and wounded.—Our party brought

off" 'a lieutenant, fergennt, and corporal, with twenty privates,

pi-ilbneis.

Wiilfe thcfe detachments were engaged, a column of the

^nemy dcfcended trom the woods, and marched tcv^ards the

9 centre
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teiitrc of our lines with a defign to make an impreffion, but

tvere repulfed. This evening they appeared very numerous

about the flcirts of the woods, where they have pitched feve-

ral tents : and Jiis excellency inclines to think they mean to

attack and force us from our lines by vv-ay of regular ap-

proaches, rather than in any other manner.

To-day, five fhips of the line came up towards the town,

where they feemed defirous of getting, as they turned a long

time againft an unfavorable wind : and on my return this

evening, I found a deferter from the twenty-third regiment,

who informed me that they defign, as foon as the wind will

permit them to corne up, to give us a fevere cannonade, and

to filence our batteries, if pofilble.

I have the honor to be, in great hade, fir, your mofl obe-

dient, Robert H. Harhison.

Sir, Long-Ifiandi /lug. 29, 1776, half after 4, A. Mi

I WAS laft night honored with your favor of the

twenty-feventh, accompatiied by fundry refolutions of Con-

grefs. Thofe refpe£ling the officers, &c, that may be wound-

ed in the fervice of the fi:ates, are founded much in juflice,

and (I fhould hope) may be produiSlive of many falutary

confequences. As to the encouragement to the Heflian

officers, I wifh it m^y have the defired efFe6l. Perhaps it

might have been better, had the offer been fooncr made.

Before this, you will probably have received a letter from

Mr. Harrrfon^ of the twenty-feventh, advifing of the en-

gagement between a detachment of our men and the enemy

on that day.—I am forry to inform Congrefs that I have

not yet heard either of general Sullivan or lord Stirling, who

(they would obferve) were among the miffing after the en-

gagement : nor can I afcertain our lofs. I am hopeful, part

of our men will yet get in : feveral did yefterday m.orning.

—

That of the enemy is alfo uncertain : the accounts are va-

VoL. I. R rious.
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rious. I incline to dunk they fuffered a good deal. Somef

deferters (-.ly five hundred were killed and wounded.

There was fonie fkirmifliing, the greateil part of yefler-

day, between parties from the enemy and our people : in

the evening it was pretty fmart. The event I have not yet

learned.

The weather of late has been extremely wet. Yefterday

it rained feverely the whole afternoon, which diftrefled our

people much,—not having a f'jfficiency of tents to cover

them, and what we have, not being got over yet. I am in

hopes they will all be got to day, and that they will be more
comfortably provided, though the great fcarcity of thefe ar-

ticles diftrefles us beyond meafure, not having any thing like

a fufficient number to protccl our people from the incle-

mency of the weather ;—which has occalioned much fick-

nefs, and the men to be almoll broken down.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W.

Sir, NciO'l'orkj Auguft 31, 1776.

INCLINATION as well as duty would have induced

me to give Congrefs the earlieil information of my removal

and that of tlie troops, from Long liland and its dependen-

cica, to thi^-. city, the night before lalt : but the extreme fa-

tigue which niyfelf and family have undergone, as much
from the weather fince as the engagement on the twenty-

fcventh, rendered me and them entirely unfit to take pen in

hand. Since monday, fcarce any of us have been out of the

lines till our paffnge acrofs t!ie Eall-river was effecled yefter-

day morning ; and, for forty-eight hours preceding that,

I had harv'ly b.en oil" my horfe, and never clofed my eyes ;

fo that I \va., cpilte unlit to write or didate till this morn-
ing.

Our retreat w.i'; made without any lofs of men or ammu-
iiitioi), and in better order than I expeded from troops in

the
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the fituation ours were. We brought off all our cannon and
ftores, except a few heavy pieces, which, in the condition

the earth was by a long-continued rain, we found, upon
trial, impraaicable. The wheels of the carriages finking up
to the hobs rendered it impoffible for our whole force to

drag them.—We left but little provifions on the ifland, ex-

cept fome cattle which had been driven within our lines, and
which, after many attempts to force acrofs the water, we
found impoflible to effed, circumftanced as we were.

I have inclofed a copy of the council of war held previous

to the retreat, to which I beg leave to refer Congrefs for the

reafons, or many of them, that led to the adoption of that

meafure.

Yefterday evening and laft night, a party of our men were
employed in bringing our llores, cannon, tents, &c, from
Governor's-Ifland, which they nearly completed. Some of

tiie heavy cannon remain there ftill, but (I exped) will be

got away to-day.

In the engagement on the twenty- feventh, generals Sulli-

van and Stirling were made pri Toners. T'he former has been

permitted, on his parole, to return fur a little time. From
my lord Stirling I had a letier by general Sullivan (a copy

of which I have the honor to tranfmit) that contains his in-

formation of the engagement with his brigade. It is not fo

full and certain as I could wifli :—he was hurried mofl pro-

bably, as his letter was unfinifhed:—nor have I been yet able

to obtain an exa6t account of our lof^ :—v/e fuppcfc it from

feven hundred to a thoufand killed and taken.

General Sullivan fays lord Howe is extremely defirous of

feeing fome of the members of Congrefs ; for which purpofe

he was allowed to come out, and to communirate to them

what has pafled- between him and his lordfhip. I have con-

fented to his going to Philadelphia, as I do not m.ean, or

conceive it right, to withhold, or prevent him from givin'^,

fuch information as he polTelfes in this indance.

I am much hurried and engaged in arranging and making-

new
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new difpofitions of our forces ; the movements of the enemy

requiring them to be immediately had ;—and therefore have

only time to add, that I am, with my beft regards to Con-

grefs, their and your mod obedient, Sec* G, W.

Sir, Ncx'-l'orkf September 2, 1776,

AS my intelHgence of late has been rather unfavor-

able, and would be received with anxiety and concerUj pe-

(.uliar'ly happy fl:ould I elleem myfelf, were it in my power

at this time to tranfmit fuch information to Congrefs, as

would be more pleafuig and agreeable to their widies :—but>

unfortunately for me,—unfortunately for them,—it is not.

Our fituatlon is truly diftrefTing. The check our detach-'

rr.eut fuil.uned on the twenty-feventh ultimo has difpirited

too great a proportion of our troops, and filled their minds

with apprehenfion and defpair. The militia, inftead of call-

ing forth their utmoft efforts to a brave and m.anly oppofi-

fion in order to repair our lofles, are difmayed, intra£lable>

and impatient to return. Great numbers of them have

jione off,— in fome inflances, almoft by whole regiments, by

half ones, and by companies st a tinx. This circumftance,

of itfelf, independent of others^ v/hen fronted by a well-ap-

pointed enemy fuperior in number £0 our whole collected

force, would be falHciently difagreeable :— but, when their

example has infe<^ed another part of the army,—when their

want of difcipline, and refufal of aimoll every kind of re-

flraiut and government, have produced a Uke condu£l but

too common to the whole, and an entire difregard of that

order and fubordination ncceffary to the well doing of an army,

and which had been inculcated before, as well as the nature

of our military ellabliihment would admi: of,—our condition-

is Hill move u.araiing : and with the deepell concern I am-

obliged to contefs my want of coniidence iu the generality

of l!:c troops.

All theie ciicun^llances fully confirm the opinion I ever

entertained.
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entcrtaine4, and which I more than once in my letters took

the iibcity of men ioning to Congrefs, that no dependence

could be put in a militia, or other troops tiian ihofe cnlifted

and embodied for a longer period than our regulations here-

tofore have prefcribed. I am perfuaded^ and as fully con-

vixed as I am of any one fa6l that h;is happened, that our

liberties muft of neceffity be greatly hazarded if not entirely

lofl, if their defence is left to any but a permanent ftanding

army,— I mean, one to exift during th.e war. Nor would

the expenfe, incident to the fupport cf fuch a body of troops

as would be competent to almofi; every exigency, far ex-

ceed that which is daily incurred by calling in fuccour, and

new eniiilmeiUs, which, v/hen eitefted, are not attended

with any good confequences. Men who have been free,

and fubje6l to no control, cannot be reduced to order in an

inftant : and the privileges and exemptions, they claim and

will have, influence the conduft of others ; and the aid de-

rived from them is nearly counterbalanced by the diforder,

irregularity, and confufion they oceafion.

I cannot find that the bounty of ten dollars is likely to

produce the defired ettecl. When men can get double that

fum to en2:a<ie for a month or two in the militia, and that

militia frequently called out, it Is hardly to be expe£led.—

The addition of land might have a confulerable influence on

a permanent enliftment.

Our number of men at prefent fit for duty is under

twenty thoufand : they were fo by the lad returns and

bed accounts I could get after the engagement on Long-

Illand
J

fince which, numbers have deferted. I have order-

ed general Mercer to fend the men intended for the flying

camp to this place, about a thoufand in number, and to try

with the mili'ia, if pratlicable, to make a diverfion upon

Staten-Ifland-

Till of late, I had no doubt in my own mind, of defending

this place : nor fliould I have yet, if the men would do their

jduty : but this I defpair of. It is painful, and extremely

R ^
grating



246 GENERAL WASHINGTON'S

grating to me, to give fuch unfavorable accounts : but it

would be criminal to conceal the truth at fo critical a junc-

ture. Every power I pofTefs (hall be exerted to ferve the

caufe ; and my fird wiih is, that, whatever may be the

event, the Congrefs will do me the juftice to think fo.

If wc iliould be obliged to abandon the town, ought it to

fland as winter -quarters for the enemy?- They would de-

rive great conveniences from it on the one hand ; and much

property would be deflroyed on the other.—It is an impor-

tant queftion, but will admit of but little time for delibera-

tion At prefent I dare fay the enemy mean to preferve it

if they can. If Congrefs therefore fliould refolve upon the

deftru6tion of it, the refolution fhould be a profound fccret,

as the knowledge of it will make a capital change in their

plans.—I have the honor to be, Sec. G. W.

Sir, Ke%v-7'orky Septcml?cr J^^ ^77^*

SINCE I had the honor of addreffing you on the

fccond, our affairs have not undergone a change for the bet-

ter, nor alTumed a more agreeable afpedt than what they

then wore. The militia, under various pretences, of Hck-

nefs, &c, are daily diminillihig; and in a little time, I am

perfiuided, their number will be very inconfiderable.

On monday night a forty-gun fhip pafTed up the Sound be-

tween Governor's and Long-lfland, and ani hored in Turtle-

bay. In her pafTagcflie received adifcharge of cannon from our

batteries, but without any damage ; and, having a favorable

wind and tide, foon got out of their reach. Yellerday morn-

ing I difpatched major Crane of the artillery, with two

twe've-pcunders and a howitzer, to annoy her; who, hull-

ing her feveral times, forced her from that ftation, and to

take flitlier behind an ifland, where flie (till continues.

There are feveral other fhips of war in the Sound, with a

good many tranfports or flore-iliips which came round

Long-Iiland, fo that that communication is entirely cut

off.
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off.—The admiral, with the main body of the fleet, is clofe

in with Governor's-Iiland.

Judging it expedient to guard againft every contingency

as far as our peculiar fituation will admit, and that we
may have refources left if obliged to abandon this place, I

have fent away and am removing above Kingfbridge all our

ftores that are unneceflary, and that will not be immediately

wanted.

I have inclofed feveral original letters from fome of our

officers prifoners at Quebec, which fell into general Gates's

hands, and were trani'mitted by him to general Schuyler

who fent them to me. General Gates adds, that the perlbns

who brought them faid general Burgoyne had fent melTages

to the inhabitants upon the lakes, inviting their continuance

on their farms, and alTuring them that they fhould remain la

fecurity.

The poft-mafler having removed his office from the city

to Dobbs's-ferry, as it is faid, makes it extremely inconve-

nient, and will be the means of my not giving fuch conllant

and regular intelligence as I could wilh.—Cannot fome

mode be devifed, by which we may have a pretty conllant

and certain intercourfe and communication kept up ? It is

an interefting matter, and of great importance ; and, as fuch,

I am perfuadcd, will meet with due attention from Con-

grefs.

I have tranfmirted the copy of general Gates's letter as

fent me by general Schuyler, from which Congrefs will dif-

cover all the information 1 have refpeiiing general Bur-

goyne's meflage, and my lateft intelligence from Ticondero-

ga, with the returns of the army there.—1 hofe of the army

here it is impoffible to obtain, till the hurry and bullie we

are now in are a little over.

I have the honor to be, &:c. G. W.
P. S. Congrefs will perceive, by general Gates's letter, his

want of mufket-cartridge-paper. It is impoiilble to iupply

him from henCe. They will therefore be pkafed to order

R 4 v.-hat
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what he wants (if it can be procured) to be immediatellf

feiit him from Phihidelphia.

Sir, Neiv-Torkj September 6, 1776.

I WAS lafi; night honored with your favor of the

third, with fundry refolutions of Congrefs : and perceiving

it to be their ophrion and determination that no damage

lliall be done the city in cafe we are obliged to abandon

it, I fhali take every meafure in my power to prevent it.

Since my letter of the fourth, nothing very material has

occurred, unlefs it is that the fleet feem to be drawing more

together, and all getting clofe in with Governor's-Idand.

Their defigns we cannot learn ; nor have we been able to

procure the leafl information of late, of any of their plans or

intended operations.

As the enemy's movements are very dilTcrent from \yhat

we expe£led,~and, from their large encampments a confi-

dcrable diftance up the Sound, there is reafon to believe they

intend to make a landing above or below Kingibridge, and

thereby to hem in our army, and cut off the communication

with the country,— I mean to call a council of general of-

ficers to-day or to-morrow, and endeavor to digeft and fix

upon fome regidar and certain fyftem of condvi<St to be pur-

fued in order to bafTie their efforts and counteract their

fcliemes •, and alfo to determine of the expediency of eva-

cuating or attempting to maintain the city and the feyeral pods

on this ifland. The refult of their opinion and deliberations

I lliall advife Congrefs of by the earliefl opportunity, which

will be by exprefs, having it not in my power to communi-

cate any intelligence by poll, as the office is rem.aved to io

preat a diftance, and entirely out of the way.

I have iuclofed a lift of the oirjcers who are.prifoners, and

from whom letters have been received by a flag.—We know

there are others not included in the lift.

General
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General Suliivan ' aving informed me that gfcneral Howe
was willing tho" an exchange of him for general Prefcoc

fliould take place, it will be proper to fend general Prefect

immediately, that it may be eitecled.

As the militia regiments in all probability will be impa*

tient to return, and become pi-effing for their pay, I (hall be

glad of the direction of Congrefs, whether ihey are to re-

ceive it here or from the conventions or afiemblies of the re-

fpe6tive ftates to which they belong. On the one hand, the

fettlement of their abftrafts will be attended with trouble

and difficulty : on the other, they will go away much better

fatisfied, and be more ready to give their aid in future, if

they are paid before their departure.

Before I conclude, I muft take the liberty of mentioning

to Congrefs the great diflrefs we are in for want of money.

Two months' pay (and more to fom.e batallions) is now
due to the troops here, without any thing in the mili-

tary cheft to fatisfy it. This occafions much difTatisfa^lion,

and almoft a general unealincfs. Not a day pafles without

complaints and the moft importunate and urgent demands

on this head.—As it may injure the fervice greatly, and the

want of a regular fupply of cafli produce confequences of the

moll fatal tendency, I entreat the attention of Congrefs to

this fubje^l, and that we may be provided as loon as can be

with a fum equal to every prefent claim.

I have wrote to general Howe, propofing an exchange of

general M'Donald for lord Stirling, and fhall be extremely

happy to obtain it, as well as that of general Sullivan for ge-

neral Prefcot,— being greatly in want of them, and under the

neceflity of appointing, pro tempore, fome of the colonels tfi

command brigades.

I have the honor to be, S:c. G. V/^

P. S. As two regiments from North-Carolina and three re-

giments more from Virginia are ordered here,—if they could

embark at Norfolk, &c, and come up the bay with fecurity,

ic would expedite tlieir arrival, and prevent the men from a

long
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long fatiguing march. Tiiis however flioukl not be attempt-

ed if the enemy have vefTds in the bay, which might proba-

bly intercept them.

Sir, Nt-iv-rcrk, September 7, 1776.

THIS will be delivered you by captain Martindale

and lieutenant Turner, who were taken lall fall in the arm-

ed brig Wafliingtcn, and who, with Mr. Childs the fecond

lieutenant, have lately efFe6ted their efcape from Halifax.

Captain Martindale and thefe two officers have applied to

me for pay fiom the firft of January till this time : but, not

conceiving myfelf authorifed to grant it, however rcafonable

it may be, as they were only engaged till the laft of Decem-

ber,—at their inftance I have mentioned the matter to Con-

grefs, and fubmit their cafe to their confideration.

I have the honor to be, he. G. \V

.

Sir, Kcw-Tork^ Head-Quarters, Sept. 8, I 776.

SINCE I had the honor of addrefling you on the

(ixth inftant, I have called a council of the general officers,

in order to take a full and comprehenfive view of our fitua-

tion, and thereupon form fuch a plan of future defence as

may be immediately purfued, and fubject to no other altera-

tion than a change of operations on the enemy's fide may oc-

cafion.

Before the landing of the enemy on Long-Ifiand, the

point of attack could not be known, or any fiUisfadory judg-

ment formed of their intentions. It might be on Long-Ifland,

on Bergen, or diredly on the city. This made it neceflary

to be prepared for each, and has occafioned an ex^penfe of

labor which now feems ufclefs, and is regretted by thofe

who form a judgment from after-knowledge. But I truft,

men of difcernmtnt will think differently, and fee that by

fugh works and preparations we have not only delayed the

operations

2



OFFICIAL LETTERS. 251

operations of the campaign till it is too late to efFeft any ca-

pital incurfion into the country, but have drawn the enemy's

forces to one point and obliged them to [(^ijclofr] their plan,

fo as to enable us to form our defence on fome certainty.

It is now exlreniely obvious from all intelligence,—from

their movements, and every other circumftancc,—that hav-

ing landed their whole army on Long-Idand (except about

four thoufand on Staten-Idand}, they mean to inclofe us on

the ifland of New-York by taking poft in our rear while the

flapping effeftually fecure the front ; and thus, either by

cutting off our communication with the country, oblige us

to fight them on their own terms, or furrender at difcretion,

—or by a brilliant (Iroke endeavor to cut this army ia

pieces, and fecure the colle6lion of arms and ftores, which

they well know we fliall not be able foon to replace.

Having therefore their fyilem unfolded to us, it became

an important confideration how it could be moft fuccefsfulJy

oppofed. On every fide there is a choice of difficulties ; and

every meafure on our part (however painful the reflexion is

from experience) to be formed with fome apprehenfion that

all our troops will not do their duty. In deliberating on this

great quellion, it was impoffible to forget, that hiflory, our

own experience, the advice of our ablefl friends in Europe,

the fears of the enemy, and even the declarations of Con-

grefs, demonflrate, that on our fide the war (hould be de-

fenfive—(it has ever been called a war of pofts) ;—that we

(hould on all occafions avoid a general adtion, nor put any

thing to the rilk, unlefs compelled by a neceffity into which

we ought never to be drawn.

The arguments on which fuch a fyflem was founded

were deemed unanfwerable ; and experience has given her

fandion. With thefe views, and being fully perfuaded that

It would be prefumption to draw out our young troops into

open ground againft their fuperiors - both in number and

difcipline, Ihave never fpared the fpade and pickaxe. I con-

fefs I have not found that readinefs to defend even ftrong

pofts
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pods at all hazards, which Is necefTary to derive the greateft

benefit from them. The honor of making a brave t' ''fence

does not feem to be a fufhcient ftimulus when fuccefs Is very

doubtful, and the falling into the enemy's hands probable :

but I doubt not, this will be gradually attained.—We are

nov/ in a (Irong poO:, but not an impregnable one, nay ac-

knowledged by every man of judgment to be untenable,

unlefs the enemy will make the attack upon lines when they

can avoid it, and their rnovements indicate that they mea»

to do fo.

To draw the whole army together in order to arrange the

defence proportionate to the extent of lines and works,

would leave the country open for an approach, and put the

fate of tills army and its ftores on the hazard of making a

fuccefsful defence in the city, or ihe iilue of an engagement

cat cf it. On the other hand, to abandon a city which has

been by fome deemed defenfible, and on whofe works much

labor has been beftowed, has a tendency to difpirit the troops

and enfeeble our caufe. It has alfo been confidered as the

key to the northern country. But as to that, I am fully

of opinion that the efLablifl:iing of flrong pofts at Mount-

.Wafliington on the upper part of this iiland, and on the Jer-

fey fide oppofite to it, with the aihilance of the obftru6llons

already made (and which may be improved) in the water,

not only the navigation of Hudfon's-rlver, but an eafier and

better communication may be more efieclually fecured be-

tween the northern and fouthern ftates. This, I believe,

every one acquainted with the fituation of the country will

readily agree to j and it will appear evident to thofe who

have an opportunity of recurring to good maps.

Thefe and many other confequences, which will be in-

volved in the determlnailcn of our next meafure, have given

our minds full employ, and led every one to form a judg-

ment as the various objects prefcnted themfelves to his view.

The poll at Kingfbridge is naturally ftrong, and is pretty

Fell fortified : the heights about it are commanding, and

7 might
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plight foon be made more fo. Thefe are important obje£ts,

and I have attended to them accordingly. I have alfo re-

moved from the eity all the (lores and ammunition except

what was abfolutely neceilliry for its defence, and made every

other difpofition that did not eflentially interfei-e with that

object,—carefully keeping in view, until it fhould be ahfo-f

lately determined on full confideration, how far the city was

to be defended at all events.

In refolving points of fuch Importance, many circumflances

peculiar to our own army alfo occur. Being only provided

for a fummer's campaign, their clothes, fhoes, and blankets,

will foon be unfit for the change of weather which we every

day feel. At prefent we have not tents for more than two-

thirds, many of them old and worn out : but if we had a

plentiful fupply, the feafon will not admit of continuing iu

them long.—The cafe of our fick is alfo worthy of much

confideration. Their number, by the returns, forms at leall

one-fourth of the army. Policy and humanity require they

fliould be made as comfortable as poffible.

With thefe and many other circumftances before them.,

the whole council of general officers met yefterday in order

to adopt fome general line of conducl to be purfued at this

important crifis. I Intended to have procured their feparate

opinions on each point ; but time would not admit. I wasr

therefore obliged to colledl their fenfe more generally than I

could have wiftied.— All agreed the town would not be ten-

able If the enemy rcfolved to bombard and cannonade it :

but the difficulty attending a removal operated fo ftrongly,

that a courfe was taken between abandoning it totally and

concentring our whole ftrength for its defence: nor wers

fome a little influenced In their opinion, to whom the deter-

mination of Congrefs was known, agalnft an evacuation to-

tally, as they were led to fufped Congrefs wifhcd It to bs

maintained at every haz::rd.

It was concluded to arrange the army under three dl-

vifions J—five thoufand to remain for the defence of the

city i
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city ;—nine thoufaud to Kingfbridge and its dependencies^

as well to pofiefs and fecure rhofe pofts, as to be ready to

attack the enemy who are moving eaftward on Long-Illand,

if they (hould attempt to land on this fide;— the remainder

to occupy the intermediate fpace, and fupport either ;—that

the fick fhould be immediately removed to Orangetown,

and barracks prepared at Kingibridge with all expedition to

cover the troops.

There were feme general oflicers, In whofe judgment and

opinioii much confidence is to be rcpofed, that were for

a total and immediate removal from the city,—urging the

great danger of one part of the army being cut oiF before the

other call fupport it, the extremities being at leafl fixteeii

miles apart;—that our army, when collected, is inferior to

the enemy ;—that they can move with their whole force to

any point of attack, and confequently mufl fuccced by

weight of numbers, if rhey Iiave only a part to oppofe them ;

—that, by removing from hence, we dt^.prive the enemy of

the advantage of their fiiips, which will make at lead one

half of the force to attack the town ;—that we fhould keep

the enemy at bay, put nothing to the hazard, but at all events

keep the army together, which may be recruited another

year ;—that the unfpent flores will aUb beprefcived ; and, in

this cafe, the heavy artillery can alfo be fecured. But they

were over-ruled by a majority, who thought for the prefent

a part of our force might be kept here, and attempt to main-

tain the city a wlille longer.

I am fenfible a retreating nrmy Is encircled with difficul-

ties j that the declining an engagement fnbjecls a general to

reproach; and that the common caufe may be atfe^ted by

the difcouragcment it may throw over the minds of many.

Kor am I infenfible of the contrary eflc;t^s, if a brilliant

ftroke could be made with any probability of fuccefs, efpe-

cially after our lofs upon Long-IHand. But, when the fate

of America may be at IVake on the iiTue,—when the wifdom

of-cooler moments and experienced men have decided that

we
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we (houW protracl the war if poflible,—I cannot think it

fafe or wife to adopt a difterent fyftem when the fcafon for

a(R:ion draws fo near aclofe.

That the enemy mean to winter in New-York, there can

be no doubt :— that, with fuch an armament, they can drive

us out, is equally clear.—The Congrefs having refolved that

it (hould not be dellroyed, nothing feems to remain, but to

determine the time of their taking pofleflion. It is our in-

tereft and wifli to prolong it as much as poihble, provided the

delay does not atte(fl our future meafurcs.

The miUtia of Connecticut is reduced, from fix thoufand,

to lefs than two thoufand, and in a few days will be merely

nominal. The arrival of feme Maryland troops, &c, from

the flying camp, has in a great degree fupplied the lofs of

men : but the ammunition they have carried away will be a

lofs fenfibly felt. The impulfe for going home was fo ir-

refiftibie, it anfwered no purpofe to oppofe it. Though I

v/ouid not difcharge, I have been obliged to acquiefce ; and
it affords one more melancholy proof, how delufive fuch de-

pendencies are.

Inclofed I have the honor to tranfmit a general return, the

firft I have been able to procure for fome time ; alfo a report

of captain Newell from our works at Horn's-hook or Hell-

gate. Their fituation is extremely low, and the Sound fo

very narrow, that the enemy have them much within their

command.—I have the honor to be. Sec. G. W.
P. 8. The inclofed information this minute came to hand.

—I am in hopes we fliall henceforth get regular intelligence

of the enemy's movements.

Sir, N?ii''2'o?k^ September li, T776.

I WAS yefterday honored with your favor of the

eighth inftant, accompanied by fundry refohitions of Con-

grefs, to which I fhall pay the ftrictcft attention, and, in the

inftanccs required, make thsm the future rule of my conduct.

The
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The moJe of negotiation nurfued by lord Howe I did not

approve of: but as general Sullivan was fent out upon the

bufinefs, and with a nieilage to Congrefs, I could not conceive

myfelf at liberty to interfere in the matter, as he was in the

charaaer of a prifoner, and totally fubjea to their power

and direction.

The lift of prlfoners, before omitted through hurry, is

now inclofed ; though it will probably have reached Congrefs

before this.— I fhall write by the firft opportunity for major

Hawfackle to repair to Philadelphia— (he is in the northern

army) j— and will atfo mention the feveral appointments in

confequeuce of colonel St. Clair's promotion.

As loon as generals Prefect and PvI'Donald arrive, I fnall

take meafures to advife general Howe of it, that the propofed

exchange for general Sullivan and lord Stirling may be car-

ried into execution.

Since my letter of the eighth, nothing material has oc-

curred, except that the enemy have polleiTed themfelves of

Monte zore's-Kland, and landed a confiderable number of

troops upon it. This ifland lies in the mouth of Haerlem-

river, which runs out of the Sound into the North-river,

and will give the enemy an eafy opportunity of landing cither

on the low grounds of Morrifania, if their views are to

fdize and polTefs the palTes above Kingibridge, or on the

plains of Haerlem, if they dcfign to intercept and cut off the

communication between our feveral polls. I am making

every difpofition and arrangement that the divided ftate of

our troops will admit of, and which appear mod likely and

the beft calculated to oppofe their attacks ; for I prefume

there will be feveral.—How the event will be, God only

knows : but you may be affured that nothing in my power,

circutti'ftanced as I am, ihali be wanting, to effed a favorable

and happy ilTue*

By my letter of the eighth you would perceive that feveral

of the council were for holding the town, conceiving it

pradticable for fome time. Many of them now, upon feeing

our
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«ur divided ftate, have altered their opinion, and allow the

expediency and neceffity of concentring our vi'hole force, or

drawing it more together. Convinced of the propriety of

this meafure, T am ordering our ftores away, except fuch as

may be abfoluteiy neceflary to keep as long as any troops re-

main ; that, if an evacuation of the city becomes inevitable

(which certainly mufl be the cafe), there may be as little to

remove as polnble.

The inclofed packet contains feveral letters for particular

members of Congrefs and for fome gentlemen in Philadel-

phia. They came to hand yefterday, and were brought from

France by a captain Levez lately arrived at Bedford in the

Maflachufetts ftate. I muft requeft the favor of you to open

the packet, and to have the letters put in a proper channel of

conveyance to the gentlemen they are addrefTed to.

I have the honor to be, Sec. G. W.

Sir, Head-^mrtersy New-Torky Sept. 12, 1 776.

HIS excellency being called from head- quarters to-

day on bufinefs of importance which prevents his vi^riting, I

therefore do myfelf the honor to inform Congrefs of what

has happened fmce his letter of yefterday.

Laft evening the enemy tianfported a number of.men from

Buchanan's to Alontezore's ifland, and, by their feveral

movements, more ftrongly indicate their intention to land

fomewhere about Haerlem or Morrifania,—moft likely, at

both at the fame time. This morning one of the fiiips that

have been for fome time in the Sound moved down towards

Heil-gate ; but, the tide leaving her, (lie could not get near

enough to bring her guns to bear upon our fortification. If

flie means to attack it, it is probable llie will warp in the

next tide. Their batteries have kept up a pretty conftant

fire againft ours at that place, but without any coiifiderable

efFe£l. This morning they opened a new one.

VoL.L
'

S I do
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I do not recoUeft any other material occurrence, and (hall

only add, that I have the honor to be, &€. R. H. Harrison.

Sir, Ncw-Torky September 14, 1776.

1 HAVE been duly honored with your favor of the

tenth, with the refolution of Congrefs which accompanied

it, and thank them for the confidence they repofe in my
judgment refpecling the evacuation of tlie city. I could

wifli to maintain it, bccaufe I know it to be of importance

:

but I am fully convinced that it cannot be done, and that an

attempt for that purpofe, if perfevered in, might and mofl

certainly would be attended with confequences the moft fatal

and alarming in their nature.

Senfible of this, feveral of the general officers, fmce the

determination of the council mentioned In my laft, peti-

tioned that a fecond council might be called to reconfider

the proportions which had been before ihem upon the fub-

jeft. Accordingly I called one on the twelfth, when a large

majority not only determined a removal of the army pru-

dent, but ubfolutely necclTary,— declaring they were entirely

conviiKcd trom a full and minute inquiry into our fituation,

that it was extremely perilous ; and, from every movement

of the enemy, and the intelligence received, their plan of

operations was to get in our rear, and, by cutting off the

communication with the main, oblige us to force a paiTage

through them on the tcmiis they wifli, or to become pri-

foners in fome fliort time for want of neceflary fupplies of

provifion.

We are now taking every method in our power to re-

move the ftores, &c, in which we find almoft infuperable

difncultles. They are fo great and fo numerous, that I fear

we Ihall not efl"e£l the whole before we meet Vt'ith fome

interruption.—I fully expected that an attack fomewhere

would have been made lail night. In that I was difap-

pointtd J and happy fnall I be, if my apprehenfions of one

to-night,
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to-night, or in a day or two, are not confirmed by the event.

If it is deferred a little while longer, I flatter myfelf all

will be got away, and our force be more concentred, and of

courfe more likely to refill them with fuccefs.

Yeflerday afternoon, four (hips of war, two of forty and

two of twenty eight guns, went up the Eaft-river, pafHng

between Governor's and Long-Illand, and anchored about

a mile above the city, oppofite Mr. Stivanfent's, where the

Rofe man-of-war was lying before. The defign of their

going not being certainly known, gives rife to various con-

je£tures,—fome fuppofing they are to cover the landing of a

party of the enemy above the city,—others that they are

to affifl in dellroying our battery at Horn's-hook, that they

may have a free and un-interrupted navigation in the Sound.

It is an object of great importance to them, and what they

are induflrioufly trying to efFedl by a pretty conftant can--

nonade and bombardment.

Before I conclude, I would beg leave to mention to Con-»

grefs, that the pay now allowed to nurfes for their atten-

dance on the fick is by no means adequate to their fervices

;

the confequence of which is, that they are extremely diffi-

cult to procure : indeed they are not to be got ; and we are

under the neceffity of fubftituting in their place a number of

men from the refpe6live regiments, whofe fervice by that

means is entirely loR in the proper line of their duty, and

but little benefit rendered to the fick. The officers 1 have

talked with upon the fubje£l all agree that they fliould be

allowed a dollar per week, and that for lefs they cannot

be had.

Our fick are extremely numerous, and we find their re-

moval attended with the greateft difficulty. It is a matter

that employs much of our time and care j and what makes it

more diflreffing is the want of proper and convenient places

for their reception.—I fear their fufferings will be great and

many. Howeverj nothing on my part, that humanity or

S 2 policy
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policy can require, fliall be wanting to make them comfort-

able, fo far as the ftate of things will admit of.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W.

Head-garters at Col. Roger Jidonis's Houfe, Sept. 16, 1 77 6.

Sir,

ON faturday about funfet, fix more of the enemy's

fhips, one or two of which were men-of-war, pafled between

Govcrnor's-ifland and Red-hook, and went up the Eaft-

river to the Itation taken by thofe mentioned in my lad. In

half an hour I received two exprefl'es,— one from colonel

Serjeant at Horn's-hook [Hell-gate] giving an account that

the enemy, to the amount of three or four thoufand, had

marched to the river, and were embarking for Barns's or

Montczore's ifiand, where numbers of them were then en-

camped J
— the other from general MifHin, that uncommon

and formidable movements were difcovered among the ene-

my ; which being contirmed by the fcouts I had fent out, I

proceeded to Haerlem, where it was fuppofed (or at Mor-

rifania oppofite to it) the principal attempt to land would

be made. However, nothing remarkable happened that

night : but in die morning they began their operations.

Three fhips of war came up the North-vivcr as high aa

Bloomingdale, which put a total Itop to the removal, by

water, of any more of our provifion, &c •, and about eleven

o'clock thofe in the Ealt-river began amoflfevere and heavy

cannonade, to fcour the grounds, and cover the landing of

their troops between Turt:e-bay and tlie city, where breafl-

works had been thrown up to oppofe them.

As foon as I heard the firing, I rode with all pofllble

difpatch towards the place of landing, when, to my great

furprlfe and mortification, I found the troops that had been

poil-ed in the lines retreating with the utmoll precipitation,

and thofe ordered to fupport them (Parfons and Fellows's

brigades}
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brigades) flying in every -diredlion, and in the greateft con-

fufion, notwithflanding the exertions of their generals to

form them. I ufed every means in my power to rally

and get them into fome order : but my attempts were fruit

-

lefs and ineffe£lual ; and on the appearance of a fmali party

of the enemy, net more than fixty or feventy, their diforder

increafed, and they ran away in the greateft confufion, with-

out firing a fmgle (hot.

Finding that no confidence was to be placed in thefe bri-

gades, and apprehending that another party of the enemy

mi-^ht pafs over to Haerlem plains and cut off the retreat to

this place, I fent orders to fecure the heights in the beft

manner with the troops that were ftationed on and near

them ; which being done, the retreat was effected with but

little or no lofs of men, though of a confiderable part of

our baggage,—occafioned by this difgraceful and dallardly

condud. Moft of our heavy cannon, and a part of our

llores and provifions which we were about removing, was

unavoidably left in the city, though every means (after it

had been determined in council to evacuate the pofl) had

been ufed to prevent it.

We are now encamped with the main body of the army

on the heights of Haerlem, where I Ihould hope the enemy

would meet with a defeat in cafe of an attack, if the gene-

rality of our troops would behave with tolerable bravery.

But experience, to my extreme affliction, has convinced me

that this is rather to be wifiied for than expeded. How-

ever, I truft that there are many who will a<£t like men, and

(hew themfelves worthy of the bleffmgs of freedom.

I have fent out fome reconnoitring parties to gain inteU

llgence, If polhble, of the difpofition of the enemy, and (hall

inform Congrefs of every material event by the earlieft op-^

port unity.—I have the honor to be, &c.

S 3
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Head-Quarters at Col. R, Morris^s Houje^ Sept. l8, 1 7 76.

Sir,

AS my letter of the fixteenth contained intelligence

of an important nature, and fuch as might lead Congrefs

to expeft that the evacuation of New-York and retreat to

the heights of Haerlem, in the manner they were made,

would be fuccecded by feme other interefting event, I beg

leave to inform them that as yet nothing has been attempted

upon a large and general plan of attack.

About the time of the poll's departure with my letter,

the enemy appeared in feveral large bodies upon the plains

about two and a half miles from hence. I rode down to

our advanced pods, to put matters in a proper fituation if

tJaey ihould attempt to come on. When I arrived there I

heard a firing, which, I was informed, was between a party

of our rangers under the command of lieutenant-colonel

Knolton, and an advanced party of the enemy. Our men

came in and told me that the body of the enemy, who kept

themfelves concealed, confided of about three hundred as

near as they could guefs. I immediately ordered three com-

panies of colonel Weedon's regiment from Virginia, under

the command of major Leitch, and colonel Knolton with his.

rangers compofed of volunteers from different New-Eng-

land regiments, to try to get in their rear, while a difpofi-

tion was making as if to attack them in front, and thereby

draw their whole attention that way.

This took effedl as I wifhed on the part of the enemy.

On the appearance of our party in front, they immediately

ran down the hill, took pofTeflion of fome fences and bu flies,

and a fmart firing began, but at 100 great a diftance to do much

execution on either fide. The parties under colonel Knol-

ton and major Leitch unluckily began their attack too foon,

as it was rather in flank than in rear.— In a little time ma-

jor Leitch was brought off wounded, having received three

balls through his fide ; and, in a fliort time after, colonel

Knoitoa



OFFICIAL LETTERS. 263

iCnolton got a wound which proved mortal. Their men
however perfevered, and continued the engagement with

the greateil refolution.

Finding that they wanted a fupport, I advanced part of

colonel Griffith's and colonel Pvichardfon's Maryland regi-

ments, with fome detachments from theeaftern regimentswho

were neareft the place of action. Thefe troops charged the

enemy with great intrepidity, and drove them from the wood

into the plain, and were puliiing them from thence {having

filenced their fire in a great meafure) when I judged it pru-

dent to order a retreat, fearing the enemy (as I have fince

found was really the cafe) were fending a large body to fup-

port their parry.

Major Leitch, I am in hopes, will recover : but colonel

Knoiton's fall is much to be regretted, as that of a brave

and good officer. We had about forty wounded : the num-

ber of flain is not yet afcertained : but it is very incon-

fiderable.

By a fergeant who deferted from the enemy and came ia

this morning, I find that their party v/as greater than I ima-

gined. It confifi:ed of the fecond batallion of light infantry,

a batallion of the royal Highlanders, and three companies of

Heflian riflemen, under the command of brigadier-genera!

Leflie. The deferter reports that their lofs in wounded and

miffing was eighiy-nine, and eight killed. In the latter, his

account is too fmall, as our people difcovered and buried

double that number.—This affair, I am in hopes, will be at-

tended with many falutary confequences, as it feems to have

greatly infpirited the whole of our troops.—The fergeant

further adds that a confiderable body of men are now en-

camped from the Eaft to the North-river, between the feven

and eight-mile flones, under the command of general Clin-

ton.—General Howe, he beUeves, has his quarters at Mr.

Apthorp's houfe.— I have the honor to be, &c. G. W.

P. S. I fhould have wrote to Congrefs by exprcfs before

now, had I not expected the poft every minute j which, I

S 4 flatter
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flatter myfelf, mIU be a fuffici^nt apology for my delaying

it.—The late lofles we have fuftained in our baggage and

camp necefiaries have added much to our diftrefs which was

very great before. I muft therefore take the liberty of re-

quefling Congrefs to have forw^arded as loon as poihble fuch

a fupply of tents, blankets, camp-kettles, and other articles,

as can be coIle£led.—We cannot be overllocked.

Hcad-^iorters at Col. R. Aforris's Hoi/fe, Sept. ig, 1776,

Sir,

SINCE I had the honor of addrefhng you yefterday,

nothing material has occurred. However, it is probable in

a little time the enemy will attempt to force us from hence,

as we are informed they are bringing many of their heavy

cannon towards the heights and the works we have thrown

up. They have alfo eight or nine fliips of war in the North-

river, which (it is faid) are to cannonade our right flank

when they open their batteries againft our front. Every

difpofition is making on our parr for defence : and Congrefs

may be aiTured that I {hall do every thing in my power to

maintain the pod fo long as it Ihall appear pra6licable, and

conducive to the general good.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W.

Hcad-^artcrSf Heights of Haeilem^ Sept. 2o, 1776.

Sir,

I HAVE been honored with your favor of the fix-

teenth with its Inclofurcs.—To prevent the injury and abufes

which would arife from the miiitia and ether troops carrying

away ammunition and continental property, I have publifhed

the fubllance of the refolves upon the fubje6l in general

orders.

Since my letter of yefterday, nothing of importance has

caft up.—The enemy are forming a large and extenfive en-

campment in the plains mentioned in my laft, and arc bufily

employed
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employed in tranfporting their cannon and ftores from

Xong-Ifland. As they advance them this way, we may

reafonably expecl their operations will not long be deferred.

Inclofed are fundry letters, &c, to which Congrefs will

be pleafed to pay fuch regard as they may think them deferv-

ing of.—The letter from monlieur cnnie open under

cover of one to me.—Thofe from colonel Hand and colonel

Ward contain a lift of vacancies in their regiments, and of

the perfons they elleem proper to fill them. The former, I

.believe, returned no lift before : the latter fays he never got

any commiffions.—Genera's Howe and Erikine's proclama-

tions fiicw the meafures that have been purfued, to force and

feduce the inhabitants of Long-Ifland from their allegiance

to the ftates, and to aflift in their deftrudion.

As the period will foon arrive, when the troops compofing

the prefent army (a few excepted) will be difbanded ac-

cording to the tenor of their enliftments, and the moft fatal

confequences may enfue If a fuitable and timely provifion

is not made in this inilance, I take the liberty of fiiggeiling

to Congrefs not only the expediency but the abfolute ne-

ceffity there is that their earliefl: attention fhould be had

to this fubjeft. In refpeft to the time that troops (liould be

engaged for, I have frequently given my fentiments; nor

have I omitted to exprefs my opinion of the difRcuIties

that will attend raifing them, nor of the Impradlcability -of

effecting It without the allowance of a large and extraor-

dinary bounty.

It is a melancholy ar.d painful confideration to thofe v>-ho

are concerned in the work and have the command, to be

forming armies conilantly, and to be left by troops juft

when they begin to deferve the name, or perhaps at a mo-

ment when an important blow is expeded. This, I am in-

formed, will be the cafe at Ticonderoga v.ith part of the

troops there, unlefs fome fyftem Is immediately com.e into,

by which they can be induced to ilay. General Schuyler

tells mc in a letter received ycfterciay, that De Haas's, Max-

well's,
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well's, and Wind's regiments Hand engaged only tiil the be-

ginning of next month, and that the men, he is fearful,

will not remain longer than the time of their enliftment.

I would alfo beg leave to mention to Congrefs, that the

feafon is faft approaching when clothes of every kind will be

wanted for the army. Their diftrefs is already great, and

will be iucreafed as the weather becomes more fevere. Our

CtLiation is now bad, but is much better than that of the

militia that are coming to join us from the ftates of the Maf-

fachufetts-Bay and Connecticut in confequence of the requi-

fition of Congvefs. They, I am informed, have not a fmgle

tent or a necelTary of any kind ; nor can I conceive how it

will be poitible to fupport them. Thefe circumllances are

extremely alarming, and oblige me to wifh Congrefs to have

all the tents, clothing of every kind, and camp ncceflaries,

provided and forwarded, that are to be procured. Thefe

eaftern reinforcements have not a fingh^ necefiary, not a pan

or a kettle,— in which we are now greatly deficient.— It is with

reluctance tliat I trouble Congrefs v/ith thefe matters : but

to whom can I refort for relief unieis to tliem ? The ne-

celHty therefore, which urges the application, will excufe it,

I am perfuaded.

I have not been able to tranfmlt Congrefs a general re-

turn of the army this week, owing to the peculiar lituation

of«our affairs, and the great fiiifting and changing among

the troops. As foon as I can procure one, a copy (hall be

forwarded to Congrefs.

I have the honor to be, Sec. G. W.
P. S.

—

September 2T, 1776.
—

^Things with us remain in

the fituation they were yefterday.

Sir, Hectd-^uartersy HacrUm Heights^ Sept. 22, 1 776.

I HAVE nothing in particular to communicate to

Gongrefs refpeiling the fituation of our affairs : it is much

the fame as when I had the honor of addreffing you laft.
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On friday night, about eleven or twelve o'clockj a fire

broke out in the city of New-York, near the new or Saint

Paul's church, as it is faid, which continued to burn pretty

rapidly till after funrife the next morning. I have not been

informed how the accident happened, nor received any cer-

tain account of the damage. Report fays many of the

houfes between the Broadway and the river were confumed.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W.

Sir, Head-^arterSy Haerlem Height s., Srpt. 24, 1776.

THE poft being about to depart, I have only time to

add that no event of importance has taken place on this

fide Hudfon's-rlvcr fince my lad of the twenty-fecond inftant.

The inclofed letter, received laft night from general

Greene who now commands in the Jerfeys, will give Con-

grefs ail the information I have refpe<Sling the evacuation of

Paulus-Hook and the landing of the enemy to poflefs it.

I this minute obtained a copy of the general return of our

force, the firfl I have been able to procure for fome time paft,

which I do myfelf the honor of tranfmitting for the fatif-

fa£lion of Congrefs.

lam, fir, with the greateft refpe<£i:, &c. G. W.
P. S. The thirteen militia regiments from Connedticut

being reduced to a little more than feven hundred men rank

and file fit for duty, I have thought proper to difcharge the

whole, to fave the ftates the immenfe charge that would arife

for officers' pay. There are many militia, too, that have

juft come in, and on their v/ay from that ftate, none of whom

are provided with a tent, or a fingle camp utenfil. This

diflrefles me beyond meafure.

Colonel Morris's on the Heights of Haerlem^ Sept. 24, 1776.

Sir,

FROM the hours allotted to lleep I will borrow a

few moments to convey my thoughts on fundry important

matters
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matters to Congrefs. I fhall offer them with the fincerity

which ought to charatlerife a man of candor, and with the

freedom which may be ufed in giving ufeful information

without incurring the imputation of prefumption.

We are now, as it were, upon the eve of another diffo-

lution of our army. The remembrance of the difficulties

which happened upon the occafion laft year,—the confe-

«]i\enccs which might have followed the change if proper ad-

vantages had been taken by the enemy,—added to a know*

ledge of the prefent temper and fituation of the troops,

—

reCecl but a very gloomy profpe£l upon the appearances of

things now, and fatisfy me beyond the poffibility of doubtj

that, unlefs fome fpeedy and effectual meafures are adopted

by Congrefs, our caufe will be loft.

It is in vain to expeft that any or more than a trifling part

of this army will again engage in the fervice on the en-

couragement offered by Congrefs. When men find that

their townfmen and companions are receiving twenty, thirty^

and more dollars, for a iew months' fervice (v/hich is truly

the cafe), it cannot be expelled, without ufing compulfion :

and to force them into the fervice would anfwcr no valuable

purpofe. When men are irritated, and the paffions inflamed,

they fly haftily and cheerfully to arms : but after the firft

emotions arc over * * *, a foldier, reafoned with upon the

goodnefs of the caufe he is engaged in and the ineflimable

rights he is contending for, hears you with patience, and

acknov/ledges the truth of your obfervations, but adds that

it is of no more importance to him than others. The officer

makes you the fame reply, with this further remark, that his

pay will not fupport him, and he cannot ruin himfelf and

family to ferve his country, when every niember of the

community is equally interefted, and benefited by his la-

bors. * * *

It becomes evidently clear then, that, as this conteft is

not likely to be the work of a day,—^as the war muft be

carried on fyftematically,—and to do it you mud have good

officers.
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•fficers,—there are, in my judgment, no other poflibie

means to obtain them but by eflablifliing your army upon
a permanent footing, and giving your officers good pay.

This will induce gentlemen and men of character to en-

gage : and, till the bulk of your officers are compofed o£

fuch perfons as are a<51:uated by principles of honor and a

fpirit of enterpvife, you have little to expedl from them.

They ought to have luch allowances as will enable them to

live like and fupport the characters of gentlemen, * * *

Befides, fomething is due to tlie man who puts his life in

\^your] hands, hazards his health, and forfakes the fweets of

domcftic enjoyment.—Why a captain in the continental

fervice fliould receive no more than five fnillings currency

per day for performing the fame duties that an officer of the

fame rank in the Britifii fervice receives ten fhillings fierling

for, I never could conceive, efpeciaily when the latter is pro-

vided with every neceflary he requires upon the befl terms,

and the former can fcarce procure them at any rate.—There

is nothing that gives a man confequence and renders him tit

for command, like a fupport that renders him independent

of every body but the (late he ferves.

With refped to the men, nothing but a good bounty can ob-

tain them upon a permanent eftabliffimeut: and for no (liorter

time than the continuance of the war, ought they to be en-

gaged ; as fadlsinconteftably prove that the difficulty and coll

of enliftments increafe with time.—When the army was firll

raifed at Cambridge, I am perfuaded the men might have been

got, without a bounty, for the war. After this, they began.to

fee that the conteft was not likely to end fo fpeedily as was

imagined, and to feel their confequence by remarking, that,

to get in the militia in the courfe of the lafl year, many

towns were induced to give them a bounty.

Forefeeing the evils refulting from this, and the deflrudive

confequcaces which unavoidably would follbv.' fhort enlifl-

ment;, I took the liberty in a long letter (date not now re-

colic 'jd, as my letter-book is not here) to recommend the

cnli[i:men:s



270 GENERAL WASHINGTON'S

cnliftments for and during the war, affigning fuch reafons

for it as experience has iince convinced me were well found-

ed. At that time, twenty dollars would, I am perfuaded,

have engaged the men for this term. But it will not do to

look back : and, if the prefent opportunity is flipped, I am

perfuaded that twelve months more will increafe our diffi-

culties four-fold. I fhall therefore take the freedom of giv-

ing it as my opinion, that a good bounty be immediately

offered, aided by the proffer of at leaft a hundred or a

hundred and fifty acres of land, and a fuit of clothes and

blanket to each non-commiffioned officer and foldier •, as I

have good authority for faying, that, however high the men's

'

pay may appear, it is barely fufficient, in the prefent fcarcity

and dearnefs of all kinds of goods, to keep them in clothes,

much lefs afford fupport to their families.

If this encouragement then is given to the men, and fuch

pay allowed the officers as will induce gentlemen of cha-

rafter and liberal fcntiments to engage, and proper care

and precaution ufed in the nomination (having more regard

to the charafters of perfons than the number of men they

can enlift), we {hould in a little time have an army able to

cope with any that can be oppofed to it, as there are

excellent materials to form one out of. But while the only

rnerlt an officer poffefles is his ability to ralfe men,—while

thofe men confidcr and treat him as an equal, and (in the

character of an o.Hcer) regard him no more than a broom-

flick, being mixed together as one common herd,—no order

nor difclpline can prevail ; nor will the officer ever meet

with that refped which is effentially neceffary to due fub-

ordination.

To place any dependence upon militia is affuredly reftlng

upon a broken ftaff,—men jufl dragged from the tender

fcenes of domeftic life,—unaccullomed to the din of arms,

—totally unacquainted with every kind of military ikill
j

which being followed by a want of confidence in themfelves,

when oppofed to troops regularly trained, difcipUned, and

appointed,
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appointed, fuperior in knowledge and fupevior in arms,

makes them timid and ready to fly from their own fliadows.

Befides, the fudden change in their manner of living (par-

ticularly in the lodging) brings on ficknefs in many, im-

patience in all, and fuch an unconquerable defire of return-

ing to their refpedlive homes, that it not only produces

fhameful and fcandalous defertions among themfelves, bat

infufes the like fplrit into others.

Again, men accuilomed to unboutided freedom and no

control, cannot brook the reftraint which is indilpenfabiy

necefl'ary to the good order and govcinnient of an army ;

without which, licentioufnefs and every kind of diforder

triumphantly reign.— To bring men to a proper degree of

fubordinatlon is not the work of a day, a month, or even a

year : and, unhappily for us and the caufe we are engaged

in, the little difcipline 1 have been laboring to eftablifh in the

army under my immediate command is in a manner done

away by having fuch a mixture of troops as have been called

together within thefe few months.

Relaxed and unfit as our rules and regulations of war arc

for the government of an army, the miliria (thofe properly

fo called ; for of thefe we have two forts, the fix-months-

men, and tbofe fent in as a temporary aid) do not think

themfelves fubje£l: to them, and therefore take liberties which

the foldier is punilhed for. This creates jealoufy : jealoufy

begets diflatisfaclions ; and thefe by degrees ripen into mu-

tiny, keeping the whole army in a confufed and difordered

ftate,—rendering the time of thofe who wilh to fee regula-

rity and good order prevail, more unliappy than words can

defcribe. Befides this, fuch repeated changes take place,

that all arrangement is fet at nought, and the conftant fluc-

tuation of things deranges every plan as fall as adopted.

Thefe, fir, Congrefs may be aflured, are but a fmall part

of the inconveniences which m.ight be enumerated, and at-

tributed to militia : but there is one that merits particular at-

tention, and that i? the expenfe. Certain I am, that it would

be
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be cheaper to keep fifty or a hundred thoufand in conftanf

pay, than to depend upon half the number and fupply the

other half occafionally by militia. The time the latter are

in pay before and after they are in camp, aflembling and

marching,—the wafte of ammunition, the confumption of

ftores, which. In fpite of every refolution or requifition of Con-

grefs, they mufl be furniflied with, or fent home,— added to

other incidental expenfes confequent upon their coming and

condu£l in camp,—furpafles all idea, and deftroys every

kind of regularity and economy which you could eflabUfh

among fixed and fettled troops, and will, in my opinion,

prove (if the fcheme is adhered to) the ruin of our caufe.

The jealoufies of a Handing army, and the evils to be ap-

prehended from one, are remote, and, in my judgment,

Situated and circumilanced as we are, not at all to be dread-

ed : but the confcquence of wanting one, according to my
ideas formed from the prefent view of things, is certain and

inevitable ruin. For, if I was called upon to declare upon

oath, whether the militia have been mofiferviceable or hurt-

ful upon the whole, I lliouid fubfcribe to the latter. I do not

mean by this, however, to arraign the conduit of Congrefs :

in fo doing I (houlu equally condemn my own meafures, if

I did not my judgment; but experience, which is the belt

criterion to work by, fo fully, clearly and decifively repro-

bates the practice of trulting to militia, that no man who re-

gards order, regularity and econom.y, or who has any regard

for his own honor, eharuiler, or peace of mind, will rifle

them upon this iffue. * * *

An army formed of good officers moves like clock-work :

but there is no utuatiou upon earth lefs enviable nor more

diflrefling than that perfon's who is at the head of troops

who are regardlefs of order and difcipline, and who are unpro-

vided with almoft every neceflary. In a word, the difficul-

ties which have for ever furrounded me liuce I have been in

the feivice, and kept my mind conliantly upon the ilrttch,

—

tlie wounds which my fceUngs (as an ofEcer^ have received
'

by
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by a tlioufand things which have happened contrary to mv
cxpedation and wifhes, * * *—added to a confcioufnefs of

my inabiHty to govern an army compofed of fuch difcordant

parts, and under fuch a variety of intricate and perplexing

circumftances,—induce not only a belief, but a thorough

convidtion in my mind, that it will be impoffible (unlefs there

is a thorough change in our military fyftem) for mie to condu£l

matters in fuch a manner as to give fatisfadlion to the pub-

lic, which is all the recompenfe I aim at, or ever wifhed for.

Before I conclude, I mull apologife for the liberties takeii

in this letter, and for the blots and fcratchings therein, not

having time to give it more corredlly.—^W^ith truth I can

add, that, with every fentiment of refpecl and efteem, I am

yours and the Congrefs's moft obedient, Sec. G. W.

Head-Barters, Haerlem Heights, Septemher 25, 1776.

Sir,

HAVING wrote you fully on fundry important fub-

je£ls this morning as you will perceive by the letter which ac-

companies this, I mean principally now to inclofe a copy of a

letter received from general Howe on funday morning, with the

lifts of the prifoners in his hands,—of thofe in our pofleflion

belonging to the army immediately under his command,—

and of my anfwer, which were omitted to be put in the other.

His letter will difcover to Congrefs his refufal to exchange

lord Stirling for Mr. M'Donald, confidering the latter only

as a major. They will be pleafed to determine how he is

to be ranked in future.

The number of prifoners according to thefe returns is

greater than what we expe£led. However, I am inclined

to believe, that, among thofe in the lift from Long-

Ifland, are feveral militia of general Wocdhull's party, who

were never arranged In this army. —As to thofe taken on

the fifteenth, they greatly exceed the number that I fup-

pofed fell into their hands in the retreat from the city. At

Vol. I. T
,

the
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the tirfte that I tranfmitted an account of that affair, I had

not obtained returns,- and took the matter upon the officers'

reports. They are difficult to get with certainty at any time.

—In the fkirmifh of monday fe'nnight, they could have taken

but very few.

Before I conclude, I (hall take occafion to mention that

thofe returns made with fuch precifion, and the difficulty

that will attend the propofed exchange on account of the

difperfed and fcattered flate of the prifoners in our hands,

will clearly evince the neceffity of appointing commiflaries

and proper perfons to fuperintend and condu6t in fuch in-

ftanceo. This I took the liberty of urging more than once,

as well on account of the propriety of the meafure and the

faving that would have refulted from it, as that the prifoners

might be treated with humanity, and have their wants parti-

cularly attended to.

I would alfo obferve (as I eftcem it my duty) that this

army is in want of almoft every neceflary,—tents, camp kettles,

blankets, and clothes of all kinds. But what is to be done

with refpeft to the two laft articles, I know not, as the term

of enliftment will be nearly expired by the time they can be

provided. This may be exhibited as a further proof of the

difadvantages attending the levying of an army upon fuch a

footing as never to know how to keep them without injuring

the public or incommoding the men.—I have direfted the

colonel or commanding officer of each corps to ufe his en-

deavors to procure fuch clothing as is abfolutely neceflary :

but at the fame time I confefs, that I do not know how they

are to be got.—I have the hon»r to be. Sec. G, W,

Ilead-^ariers, Heights of Haerlcmj September 27, 1 7 76.

Sir,

I HAVE nothing in particular to communicate to

Congrefs by this day's poll, a« our fituation is the fame as

whea 1 laii wrote.
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We are now fitting on the buanefs the committee came

upon, which, it is prob-ible, will be finiflied this evening.

The refult they will duly report upon their return. .

I received yefterday the inclofed declaration by a gentle-

man from Elizabethtown who told me many copies were

found in the pofieflion of the foldiers from Canada, that

were landed there a day or two ago by general Howe's per-

miflion. I fhall not comment upon it. It feems to be

founded on the plan that has been artfully purfued for fome

time pail.—I have the honor to be, &c. G. W.
P. S. The account of the troops, &c, in Canada, comes

from a perfon who is among the prifonevs fent from Cana-

da. It was anonymous, nor do I know the intelligencer.

According to him, the enemy in that quarter are ftronger

than we fuppofed, and their naval force much greater on the

lakes than we had any idea of. I trufl he has taken tlis

matter up on the enemy's report.

Head- ^'iarters^ Heights of Hacrlcm, September 2^:, 177^'

Sir,

BEING about to crofs the North-river this mofning

In order to view the pod oppofite, and the grounds between

that and Paulus-Hook, I (hall not add much more than that

I have been honored with your favor of the twenty-fourth

and its feveral inclofures ; and that, fince my letter of yef-

terday, no important event has taken place.

As colonel Hugh Stephenfon, of the rifle regiment order-

ed lately to be raifed, is dead according to the information I

have received, I would beg leave to recommend to the particu^

lar notice of Congrefs captain Daniel Morgan juft returned

among the prifoners from Canada, as a fit and proper perfon

to fucceed to the vacancy occafioned by his death. The

prefent field-officers of the regiment cannot tiaim any right

in preference to him, becaufe he ranked alcove ihem, and

as a captain, when he firlt entered the farvice. His corAuck

T a a»
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as an officer, on the expedition with general Arnold laft fall,

—his intrepid behavior In the alTault upon Quebec, when the

brave Montgomery fell,—the Inflexible attachment he pro-

feffed to our caufe during his imprifonment, and which he

perfeveres in,—added to thefej his refidence In the place

colonel Stephenfon came from, and his interell and influence

in the fame circle, and with fuch men as are to compofe

fuch a regiment,— all, in my opinion, entitle him to the fa-

vor of Congrefsj and lead me to believe that in his promo-

tion the ftates will gain a good and valuable officer for the

fort of troops he is particularly recommended to command.

* * *_I have the honor to be, &c. G. W.

Head-Starters^ Heights of Haerleniy September ^O^ 1776,

Sir,

SINCE I had the honor of addreffing you laft, no-

thing of importance has tranfpired ; though, from fome

movements yefterday on the part of the enemy, it would

feem as if fomething was intended.

The inclofed memorial, from lieutenant-colonel Shephard

of the fourth regiment, I beg leave to fubmit to the confider-

ation of Congrefs, and ihaU only add that I could wifli they •

would promote him to the command of the regiment and

fend him a commiffion, being a good and valuable officer,

and efpeclally as the vacancy is of a pretty long Handing,

and I have not had (nor has he) any intelligence from colo-

nel Learned himfelf (who had the command, and who ob-

tained a difcharge on account of his indifpofition), of his de-

fign to return.— I have alfo inclofed a letter from captain

Ballard^ which Congrefs will pleafe to determine on, the

fubje£t being new and not within my authority.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W.
P. S. A commiffion was fent for colonel Learned, which

is no\v in my hands, having received no application, or heard

from him fine;, it came.
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Sir, Head-Barters^ HaerUm Heights^ 0/7. 2, 1776.

• I DO myfelf the honor of tranfmitting to you the in-

clofed letter from lieutenant-colonel Livingfton, with fundry

copies of genera! Delancey'r, orders, which difcover the

nieafures the enemy are purfuing en Long-Ifland for raifing

recruits and obtaining fupplies of provifions. In confequence

of the intelligence they contain, and authentic advices

through other channels refpedting thefe matters, I have fent

brigadier-general George Clinton to meet general Lincoln

who has got as far as Fairfield v.-ith part of the troops lately

ordered by the MafTachufetts affembly, to concert with him

and others an expedition acrofs the Sound with thofe

troops, three companies under colonel Livingfton, and

fuch further aid as governor Trumbull can afFord, in order

to prevent if poiTible their efFecling thofe important objed^,

and to alTuI the inhabitants in the removal of their ftock,

grain, &c, or in deftroying them, that the enemy may not

derive any advantage or benefit from them.

The recruiting fcheme they are profecuting with uncom-

mon induftry ; nor is it confined to Long-Ifland alone.

Having juft now received a letter from the committee of

Weft-Chefter-county, advifing that there are-feveral compa-t-

nies of men in that and Duchefs-county preparing to go oft

and join the king's army, I have given diredtions to our

guard-boats and the centries at our works at Mount-Waih-

ington to keep a ftri£l look-out in cafe they attempt to come

down the North-river ; alfo to general Heath at Kingfbridge,

that the utmofl vigilance may be obferved by the regiments

and troops ftationed above there and down towards the Eaft»

river, that they may intercept them, fhould they take that

route wirh a view of crolfing to Long-Ifland.—I will ufe

every precaution in my power to prevent thofe parricides

from accomplifhing their defigns : but I have but little hopes

of fuccefs, as it will be no difficult matter for them to pro-

ture a pafTage over fome part or other of the. Sound.

T3 Ihav«
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I have been applied to lately by colonel Weedon of Virgi-

nia, for permiflion to recruit the deficiency of men in his re-

giment out of the troops compofing the flying camp,'—in-

forming me at the fame time that fome of thofe from Mary-

land had offered to engage. Colonel Hand of the rifle ba-

tallion made a fimilar application to-day. If the enliftments

could be made, they would have this good <:onfequence,—

the fecuring of fo many in the ferviee. However, as the

meafure might occafion fome uneafmefs in their own corps,

and be confidered as a harclfliip by the ilates to which they

belong, and the means of their furnifiiing more than the

quota exacted from them in the general arrangement, and

would make it more di'^.ciilt for them to complete their

own levies, 1 did not conceive myfelf at liberty to authorife

it without fubmitling the propriety of it to the confideration

of Congrefs, and obtaining their opinion whether it fhould

be allowed or not,

I have inclofcd a lift of warrants granted from the fecond

to the thirtieth ultimo inclufive, thp only return of the fort

that I have been able to make fince the refolution for that

purpofe,'—owing to the unfettled (late of our affairs, and

my having feat my papers away.—You will alfo receive

fundry letters, &c, from general Schuyler, which came un-

der cover to me, and which I have thp honor of forward-

ing.

By a letter juft received from the committee of jfafety of

tjie flatc of New-Hampfhire, I find a thoufand of their mi-

litia weie about to march on the twenty-fourth ultimo to re-

inforce this army in confequence of the requifition of Con-

grefs. Previous to their march, general Ward writes me
he v.-as obliged to furnifli them with five hundred pounds of

powder and a thoufand pounds of mufket-ball ; and I have

little reafcn to expe£l that they are better provided with

other articles than they were -^vith ammunition. In fuch cafe

they will only add to our prefent diftrefs which is ahready

far too great, and become difgufled with the ferviee, though

tlie
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the time they are engaged for is only till the firfl of Decem-

ber.—This will injure their enlifting for a longer term, if

not wholly prevent it.

By three deferters who came from the Galatea man-of-

war about five days ago, we are informed that feveral tranf-

ports had failed, before they left her, for England, as it was

generally reported, in order to return with a fupply of pro-

vifions, of which they fay there is a want.— General Mercer,

in a letter, informed me that general Thompfon faid he

had heard they were going to difmifs about a hundred of the

ihips from the fervice.—I am alfo advifed by a letter from

Mr. Derby at Bofton, of the twenty-fixth ultimo, that, the

day before, a tranfport fnow had been taken and fent into

Pifcatawa by a privateer, in her paflage from New-York to

the Weft-Indies. She failed with five more under the con-

voy of a man-rof-war, in order to bring from thence the

trbops that are there, to join general Howe.—They were all

viclualled for four months.—From this intelligence it would

feem as if they did not apprehend any thing to be meditating

againft them by the court of France.

O^ober 3. 1 have nothing in particular to communi-

cate refpe(5ting our fituation, it being much the fame as when

I wrote laft.—We had an alarm this morning a little before

four o'clock, from fome of our out-centries, who reported

that a large body of the enemy was advancing towards our

lines. This put us in motion : however it turned out en-

tirely premature -, or at leaft we faw nothing of them.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W.

Sir, Hacrkm,0^oher 4^ 1'Jj6,

BEFORE I knew of the late refolutions of Congrefs

which you did me the honor to inclofe in your letter of the

twenty-fourth, and before^ I was favored with the vifit of

your committee, I took the liberty of giving you my fenti-

la^ntg pn feveral points which feemed to be of importance.—

T 4 I ^^avc
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I have no doubt but that the committee will make fuch re-»

port of the flate and condition of the army, as will induce

Congrcfs to believe that nothing but the moft vigorous exer-

tions can put matters upon fuch a footing as to give this

continent a fair profpe6l of fuccefs. Give me leave to fay,

lir,— I fay it with due deference and refpeifl (and my know-

ledge of the facts, added to the importance of the caufe, and

the flake I hold in it, muft juftify the freedom),—that your

affairs are in a more unpromifing way than you feem to ap-

prehend.

Your army, as I mentioned in my lafl, is on the eve

of its political dlflblution. True, it is, you have voted

a larger one in lieu of it : but; the feafon is late ; and there

is a material difference between, voting of batallions and

railing of men. In the latter there are more difficulties

than Congrefs are aware of; which makes it my duty (as I

have been jhforrned of the prevailing fcntiments of this

army) to inform them, that, unlefs the pay of the officers,

efpecially that of the field-officers, is raifed, tlie chief part of

thofe that are worth retaining will leave the fervice at the

expiration of the prefent term, as the foldiers will alfo, if

fome greater encouragement is not offered them than twenty

dollars and a nundred acres of land.

Nothing t^fs, in my opinion, than a fuit of clothes annually

given to eacli no.n-commiffioned officer and foldier, in addi-

tion to the pay and bounty, will avail ; and I quellion whe-

ther that will do, as the enemy (from the information of* one

John Mafh, who, with fix others, was taken by our guards)

are giving ten pounds bounty for recruits, and have got a

batallion under major Rogers nearly completed upon Long-

Ifiand.

Nor will lefs pay, according to my judgment, than I have

taken the liberty of mentioning in the inclofed eftimate, re-

tain fuch officers as we could wifli to have continued. The

difference per month in each batallion will amount to better

than a hundred pounds. To this may be added the pay of

thQ
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the ftaff-officers j for it is prefumable they will alfo require

an augmentation : but, being few in number, the fum will

not be greatly increafed by them, and confcquently is a mat-

ter of no great moment : but it is a matter of no fmall im-

portance to make the feveral offices defirable. AVhen the

pay and eftablilhment of an officer once become objefts of

interefted attention, the iloth, negligence^ and even difobe-

dience of orders, which at this time but too generally prevail,

will be purged off. But while the fervice is viewed with in-

difference,—while the officer conceives that he is rather con-

ferring than receiving an obligation,— there will be a total

relaxation of ail order and difcipline, and erery thing will

move heavily on, to the great detriment of the fervice, and

inexpreffible trouble and vexation of the general.

The critical ficuation of our affairs at this time will jufhify

my faying that no time is to be loft in making of fruitlefs

experiments. An unavailing trial of a month to get an army

upon the terms propofed may render it impracticable to do

it at all, and prove fatal to our caufe; as I am not fure whe-

ther any rubs in the way of our enliftments, or unfavorable

turn in our affairs, may not prove the means of the enemy

recruiting men fafler than we do. To this may be added

the inextricable difficulty of forming one corps out of an-

other, and arranging matters with any degree of order, in

the face of an enemy who are watching for advantages.

At Cambridge, lad year, where the officers (and more

than a. fufficiency of them) were all upon the fpot, we found

it a work of fuch extreme difficulty to know their fentiments

(each having fome terms to propofe), that I defpaired once

of getting the arrangements completed : and I do fuppofe,

that at leaft a hundred alterations took place before matters

were finally adjufled. What mufl it be then under the

prefent regulation, where the officer is to negotiate this hiat-

ter with the (late he comes from, diftant perhaps two or

three hundred miles ?—fome of whom, without leave or li-

cence from me, fet out to make perfonal application, the

moment
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moment the refolve got to their hands. What kind of of-

ficers thefe are, I leave Congrefs to judge.

If an officer of reputation (for none other fliould be ap-

phed to) is afked to flay, what anfwer can he give, but in the

firfl place, that he does not know whether it is at his option

to do fo, no provifion being made in the refolution of Con-

grefs, even recommendatory of this meafure; confequently,

that it refts with th^ flatc he comes from (furrounded per-

haps with a variety of appHcations, and influenced probably

by local attachments) to determine whether he can be pro-

vided for or not ? In the next place, if he is an officer of me-

rit, and knows that the ftate he comes from is to furnifii

more batallions than it at prefent has in the fervice, he will

fcarcely, after two years' faithful fervices, think of continu-

ing in the rank he now bears, when new creations are to

be made, and men appointed to offices (novvife fuperior in

merit, and ignorant perhaps of fervice) over his head. A
committee, fent to the army from each ftate, may upon the

fpot fix things v.ith a degree of propriety and certainty, and

is the only method I can fee of bringing matters to a deci-

fion with refpe6l to the ofhcers of the army. But what can

be done in the mean while towards the arrangement in the

country, I know not. In the one cafe you run the hazard

of loiing yciir officers ; in the other, of encountering delay,

unlefs fom^e method could be dcvlfed of forwarding poth at

the fame inftant.

Uj,Von the prefent plan, J plahily forefee an intervention of

timz^ betv.'cen the old and new army, which muft be filled up

w^th militia (if to be had), M'ith whom no man who has any

regard for his own reputation can undertake to be ^nfwer-»

able for confeq\ien<:es. I fliali alfo be miftaken in my con-

jeiStures, if vv'e do not lofe the mod valuable officers in thi?

army, under the prefent mode of appointing them : confe-

quently, if we have an army at allj it will be copipofed of

materials not only entirely raw, but (if uncommon pains are

|iot taken) entirely unfit: and I fee fych ;i diftrufl; and jea»

ipyfy
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Idufy of military power, that l}\e commander-in-chief has

not an opportunity, even by recommendation, to give the

lead affurances of reward for the mod efiential fervices. lu

a word, fiich a cloud of perplexing circumflances appear be-

fore me, without one flattering hope, that I am thorou*^hly

convinced, unlefs the moft vigorous and decifive exertions

are immediately adopted to remedy thefe evils, that the cer-

tain and abfolute lofs of cur liberties will be the inevitable

confequeiice 5 as one unhappy ftroke will throw a powerful

weight into the fcale againfl us, enabling general Howe to

recruit his army as fail as we (hall ours,—numbers beinT

difpofed [to Join him], and many aflually doing fo. already.

Some of the moft prob?.ble remedies, and fuch as experience

has brought to my more intimate knowledge, I have taken

the liberty to point out: the reft I beg leave to fubmit to the

eonfideration of Congrel's.

I alk pardon for taking up fo much of their time witli m,y

opinions. But I ftiould betray that truft which they and my
country have repofed in me, were I to be filent upon a mat-

ter fo extremely interefting. — \^ ith the moft perfect eftecm,

I have the honor to be, kc. G. W.

Sir, Head-garters, Hacrlem Heights, GH. 5, 1 7 76.

I WAS laft night honored with your favor of the fe-

cond with fundry refolutions of Congrefs. * * *

In refpeft to the exchange of prifoners, I fear it will be a

work of great difficulty, owing to their difperfed and fcat-

tered fituation throughout the ftates. In order to eiTe£l it,

I have wrote to the eaftern governments to have them col-

Jedted, and to tranfmit me an account of their number, dif-

tinguiftiing the names and ranks of the field and commilhon-

ed officers, and the corps they belong to. I have alfo wrote

to governor Livingfton of the Jerfeys upon the fubjecl, and

muft take the liberty of requefting Congrefs to give direc-

tions that a fimilar return may be made of thofe in Pennfyl-

vania
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vania and Maryland, and for their being brought to Brunf-

U'ic, that they may be ready to be exchanged for an equal

number of thofe of the fame rank.

I obferve, by the refoivc of the t^yenty-fixth ultimo, that

ihe exchange is particularly direded to be made of the of-

ficers and foldiers taken on Long-IOand, But fhould not

that follow the exchange of thofe officers and men who have

lately returned from Quebec, whofe imprifonment has been

jnuch longer, and whofe fervice has not been lefs fevere, and,

in many inftances, condudred with great intrepidity ? I haye

Jiad many applications fince their arrival, by which they

claim a kind of preference as far as their number and the

circumftances of their rank will allow, and which I thought it

my duty to mention, that I may obtain fome diredlion upon

the fubje<fi.

You will obferve by a paragraph of a letter received ycf-

terday from general Howe, a copy of which you have at

length, that the non-performance of the agreement between

captain Forder and general Arnold, by which the latter fti-

pulated for the return oi an equal number of officers and

prifoners in our hands for thofe delivered him, is confidered

in an unfavorable light, and entirely imputed to me, as hav-

ing the chief command of the armies of the flates, and a

controlling power o^er general Arnold.—The pointed man-
ner in which Mr. Howe is pleaied to exprefs himfelf could

not perfonally afTcft me, fuppofing there had been no good

grounds for the treaty not being ratified, having been nothing

more than an inftrument of conveying tphim the refolutions

formed upon the fubjetl. * * *

However I would beg leave to obferve, from the letters

from the hoflages,—from what has been reported by others

refpeding captain ForRer's having ufed his endeavors to re-

ilrain ihiz favages from exercifing their wonted barbarities,

though in fome inftances they did,—his purchafing fome of
the prifoners for a pretty confiderable premium,— but, above

all, from the deli<.ate nature of fuch treaties, and becaufq

the
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the non-obfervancc of them mull damp the fphlts of the

officers who make them, and add affliaioii to the misfortunes

of thofe whom neceflity and the nature of the cafe force into

captivicy to give them a fandion by a long and irkfomc con-

finement,—for thefe reafons and many more that will readily

occur, I could wifh Congrefs to reconfider the matter, and

to carry it into execution.

I am fenfible the wrong was originally in their employing

rfavages, and that whatever cruelties were committed by them

fhould be efteemed their own adls : yet perhaps, in point of

policy, it may not be improper to overlook thefe infradioits

on their part, and to purfue that mode which will be the

moft likely to render the hardfhips incident to war mcfft:

tolerable, and the greateft benefits to the ftate.

I have ventured to fay tlius much upon the fubjeft froni a

regard to the fervice, and becaufe fuch gentlemen of the

jtrmy as I have heard rftention it feem to wifli the treaty had

been ratified rather than difallowed-

Inclofed is a lift of vacancies in the third regiment of \^r-

ginia troops, in part occafioned by the death of major Leitck

who died of his wounds on tuefday morning,—and of the

gentlemen who ftand next in regimental order, and who arc

recommended to fucceed to them.—You will obfer^'e that

captain John Fitzgerald is faid to be appointed to the duty

of major. Thia I have done in' order, being the oldell

captain in the regiment, and, I b;;l'eve, an ofTtv-er of ua-

exceptionable merit, and as it was highly neceflary at this

time to have the corps as well and fully ofHcered as poffible.

^—There is alfo a vacancy in the firfl. continental batallioa

by the promotion of^ lieutenant Clarke to a majority in the

flying camp, to which colonel Hand has recommended Wil-

liam Patten to fucceed, as you will perceive by his letter

inclofed.

I have taken the liberty to tranfmit a plan for eftablifh-

£ng a corps of engineers, artificers, &c, Iketched out by

«i?bnel Putnam, and which h propofei for th'e cpaaderatiou

of
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of Congrefs. How far they may incline to adopt It, or

whether they may chufe to proceed upon fuch an extenfive

fcale, they will be pleafed to determine. However, I con-

ceive it a matter well worthy of their confideration, being

convinced from experience, and from the reafons fuggefled

by colonel Putnam who has z&ed with great diligence and

reputation in the bufinefs, that fome eflablifliment of the

fort is highly neceflary, and will be produ£live of the mod

beneficial confequences.

If the propofition is approved by Congrefs, T am informed

by good authority that there is a gentleman in Virginia, in

the colony fervice, John Stadler, efquire, a native of Ger-

many, whofe abilities in this way are by no means inconfi-

derable. I am told he was an engineer in the army under

general Stanwix, and is r^fputed to be of Iklll and ingenuity

in the profeffion. la this capacity I do not know him my-

felf, but am intimately acquainted with him in his private

charatier, as a man af undcrftrinrjlng and of good behavior.

I would fubmit his merit to the inquiry oF Congrefs j and if

he fhould anfwer the report I have had c: h'.ni, I make no

doubt but he will be fuitabiy provided for.

The convention of this flate have lately feized and had

appraifed two new fhips, valued at fix thoufand two hundred

and twenty-nine pounds York currency, which they have fent

down for the purpofe of finking, and obftruiling the channel

oppofite Mount-Wafiiington. The price being high, and the

opinions various as to the necelTity of the meafure, fome

conceiving the obftrut/iion nearly fufficient already, and

others thac tlicy would render it fecure, I would v/ifli to have

tilt' ilirccllon of Congrefs upon the fubje^l by the earlieft

opportunity, thinking myfelf, that, if the enemy fliould at-

tempt to coniii up, they fhouidbe ufed, fooner than to hazard

their pafling.—I muft be governed by clrcumflances, yet

hope for their fcniimcnts before any thing is neccllary to be

done.

SuJKlry difpificcs having arifeii of late between officers of

diiterent
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different regiments and of the fame rank, refpetStinw the

right of fucceffion to fuch vacancies as happen from death

or other caufes,—fome fuggelling that it (liould be in a colo-

nial line and governed by the priority of their commiffions,—

others, that it fiiould be regimentally,'—and there being an

inftance now before rne, between the officers of the Vir-

ginia regiments, occafioned by the death of major Leitch,-—

it has become abfolutely neceflary that Congrefs fhould de-

termine the mode by which promotions are to be regulated,

—whether colonially and by priority of commlilions, or

regimentally, referring a right out of the general rule they

adopt, to reward for particular merit, or of with-hoiding

from office fuch as may not be worthy to fucceed.

I have only propofed two modes for their confiderntion,

being fatisfied that promotions through the line (as they arc

called) can never take place without producing difcord, jca-

loufy, diftruft, and the moil fatal confequences. In fome of

my letters upon the fubjeci of promotions, and one which

i had the honor of addrefiing to the board of viar oa the

thirtieth ultimo, I advifed that the mode fiiould be ratiier

practiled than refolvcd on : but I am fully convinced now cf

the neceflity tliere is of fettling it in one of the two ways I

have taken the liberty to point out, and under the reftric-

tions I have mentioned -, or the diinutes and applications will

be endlefs, and attended witli great inconveniences.

I have the honor to be, &c. ' C W.

Sir, Head-^iartcrSi Heights ofBaakniy On. 7, 1776,

I DO mylelf the honor of trunfmitting to you a copy

of a letter from the comte D'Emery, governor-general of the

French part of Saint-Domingo, which I received yellerd;?y,

and alfo my anfwer, which I have inclofed and left open for

the confideratlon of Congrefs, wifhing that it may be fealed

if they approve of the fieur De Chambeau's reieafement,.

which I think may be attended with niimy valuable confe-

qu-nc^s._
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quences. If Congrefs concur in fentlment with me, they

will be pleafed to give direction for his pafTage by the firft

opportunity to the French iflands : if they do not, I fhall be

obliged by your returning my letter.

I have alfo the plcafure of inclofing a copy of a letter from

monfieur P. Fennel, which came to hand laft night, and

•which contains intelligence of an agreeable and interefting

nature, for which I beg leave to refer you to the copy.

The polite manner in which monfieur Fennel has requefted

to be one of my aides-de-camp demands my acknowledg-

ments. As the appointment will not be attended with any

cxpenfe, and will fliew a proper regard for his complaifance

and the attachment he is pleafed to exprefs for the fervice of

the American flates, I fliall take the liberty of complying

with his requifition, and tranfmit him a brevet commiflion,

provided the fame Ihall be agreeable to Congrefs.—Their

fentiments upon this fubje£l: you will be kind enough to

favor me with by the firft opportunity.—The inclofed letter

for the fieur De Chambeau you will pleafe to forward to hirh

(if he is to be enlarged) after clofing it.

Before I conclude, I muft take the liberty to obferve that I

am under no fmall difficulties on account of the French

gentlemen that are here in confequence of the commiiTions

they have received,—having no m.eans fo employ them, or

to afford them an opportunity of rendering that fervice

they themfelvcs wifli to give, or which perhaps is expefted

by the public. Their want of our language is an obje£lion

to their being joined to any of the regiments here at this

time, were there vacancies, and not other obftacles. Thefc

confiderations induce me to wifh that Congrefs would adopt

and point out fome particular mode to be obferved rtfpecting

them. What it fhould be, they will be beil able to deter-

mine. But to me it appears that their being here now can

be attended with no valuable confequences, and that, as the

power of appointing officers for the new army is vefled in

the conventions, &c, of the feveral ftntcs, it will be necefliiry

for
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for Congrefs to dire£l them to be provided for In the regi-

ments to be raifed, according to the ranks they would wilh

them to bear— (or I am convinced they will never be taken

in, let their merit be what it may) ;—or to form them into a

diftintSl corps which may be increafed in time. They fcem

to be genteel, fenfible men ; and I have no doubt of their

making good officers as foon as they can learn as much of our

language as to make themfelves well underflood: but, unlefs

Congrefs interfere by their particular direction to the ftates,

they will never be incorporated in any of the regiments to be

raifed : arfd, without they are, they will be entirely at a lofs,

and in the molt irkfome (ituation, for fomething to do, as

they now are.— I have the honor to be, &;c. G. W.

Sir, Hcad-^uartersy Haerlcm Heights^ Off. 8, 1776.

SINCE I had the honor of writing you yeflerday, I

have been favored with a letter from the honorable council

of Maflachufetts-Bay, covering one from Richard Derby,

efquire, a copy of which is herewith tranfmitted, as it con-

tains intelligence of an important and interefting nature.

As an exchange of prifoners is about to take place, I am

induced, from a queftion dated in a letter I received from

governor I'rumbull this morning, to aflc the opinion of

Congrefs, in what manner the ftates that have had the care

of them are to be reimburfed the expenfes incurred on their

account. My want of information in this inftance, or

whether any account is to be fent in wirh the priloners,

would not allow me to give him an anfwer, as nothing that

I recolle6l has ever been laid upon the fubje£l:.—lie alfo

mentions another matter, viz. whether fuch privates as are

mechanics, and others who may defire to remain with us,

ihould be obliged to return.—In refpccT: to the latter, I

conceive there can be no doubt of our being under a neceffity

of returning the whole, a propofition having been made on

uur part for a general exchange, and that agreed to : be-

Vol. I. U htles.
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fules, rlie balance of prlfoncrs is grevitly againft us; and I

r.ni informed i: vv;:s particularly ilipulat;;d by general Mont-

gomery, that ail thofe that were taken in Canada fiiould be

exchanged wlienever a cartel was fettled for the purpofe.

Under thefe cii'ctim Ranees, I iliould fuppofe the feveral

committees having the care of them fhould be inftru£ted to

make the motl exaii returns of the whole, however willing

Ji pave fliould be to continue with us. At the fame time I

{liould think it not improj-ser to inform them of the reafons lead-

ing to the nieafure, and that they fliould be invited to efcape.

afterwards, which, in all probability, thev may etfect with-

out much difficulty if tliey are attached to us, extending their

iniluence to many more, and bringing them away alfo.

7'he fituation of our alTairs and the prefcnt ellabllflmient

of the army requiring our moll vigorous exertions to engage

a new onc^ I prefume it will be neeefliiry to furnifh the pay-

niafter-general as early as pofiible with money to pay the

bounty, lately refolvcdcwi, to fuch men as will enliit. Prompt

pay perhaps may have a liappy effect, a)id induce the con-

tinuance of fome who are here ; but, without it, I am cer-

tain that nothing can be done ; nor have we time to lofe in

making the experiment. But then it may be alkcd, who is

to recruit ? or who can confidcr themfclvcs as officers for

that purpofe, till the conventions of the different Hates h;:ve

made the ap^iointmcnts ?

Ycilerday aftcn-noon the exchange between lord Stirling

and gOTeynor Browne was carried into execution } and his

iordfliip is nowhere. He confirms the intelligence men*

tinned by captain Souther, about the trunfports he met, by

(.he arrival of the Daphne man-of-war (a twenty-gun Ihip) a

few davs ago, with twelve ihips under lier convoy, having

light-liorfe on board. They faileti with about twenty in

each, and loll about eighty in th^lr pailage, bidilcs thofe in

theveflel taken by captain Souther.—He further adds that he

had heard it ?iCknowlec!gcd more tlnnonce, tliat, in the aclioti

lii the fKiteenth ultimo, the enemy had a huudreii men killed,

2 —about
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—about fixty Highlanders of the forty-fecond regiment, and

forty of the Ught infantry. This confeffion cominp from

themfclves, we may reafonably conclude, did not exaggerate

the number. * * *

Oilobcr 9. About ein^ht o'clock this morning, two

fliips, of forty-four guns each (fuppofed to be the Roebuck

and Phoenix), and a frigate of twenty guns, with three pr

four tenders, got under way from about Bloomingdale where

they had been lying fome time, and Itood v/ith an eafy

foutherly brjeze towards our chevaux-de-frife, which we

hoped would have intercepted their palTage while our bat-

teries played upon them : but, to our furprife and mortifica-

tion, they ran through without the leaft difficulty, and with-

out receiving any apparent damage from our forts, though

they kept up a heavy fire from both fides of the river. Their

Ueftination or views cannot be known with certainty : but

mofl probably they are fent to Hop the navigation, and cut

oiFthe fuppiies of boards, Sec, which we Ihould have re-

ceived, and of which we are in great need. They are Hand-

ing up, and I have difpatched an exprefs to the convention

of tliis (late, that notice may be immediately communicated

to general Clinton at the Highland fortifications, to put him

on his guard in cafe they fliould have any defigns againll

them, and that precautions may be taken to prevent the

craft belonging to the river falling into their hands.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W.

Sir, Hcad-^iartcrsf Haerlem Hiights, Oi'L ii, 177^'

I BEG leave to inform you, that, fince my letter of

the eighth and ninth inllant which I had the honor of ad-

drefiing you, nothing of importance has occurred, except

that the {hips of war which I then mentioned, in their

paflage up the river, took a floop that was at anchor o.T the

mouth of Spitendevil, and two of our row-gallies which

they out-faikd. The crews, finding that thej-couM not pre-

U 2 fC'it
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vent them falling into the enemy's hands, ran them near the

fliore, and effected their own efcape. From the intelligence

I have received, the fhips arc now lying at Tarrytown, with-

out having landed any men (which feemed to be apprehended

by fome), or attempted any thing eife. Their principal views,

in all probability, are, to interrupt our navigation, and to re-

ceive fuch difaffccled perfons as incline to take part againit

us. The former they will efFe6l beyond all queftion ; and

I Tear that their expectations refpetling the latter will be but

ceo fully anfwered.

Oilober 12. The inclofed copy of a letter received lafl

night from the convention of this itate will fliew you the

appreheniions they are under on account of the difaffefled

among them.—I have ordered up a part of the militia from

the MaiTachufetts under general Lincoln, to prevent, if

poflible, the confequences which they fuggeft may happen,

and which there is reafon to believe the confpirators have in

contei^nplation. I am perfuaded that they are upon the eve

of breaking out, and that they will leave nothing un-efiayed

that will diftrefs us and favor the defigns of the enemy, as

foon as their fchemes are ripe for it.

October 13. Yefterday the enemy landed at Frog's-

Point, about nine miles from hence, further up the Sound.

Their number we cannot afcertain, as they have not ad-

vanced from the point,—which is a kind of iiland,—but the

water that furrounds it is fordable at low tide. I have or-

dered works to be thrown up at the pafles from the point to

the main. From the great number of floops, fchooners, and

nine flilps, that went up the Sound in the evening, full of

men, and from the information of two deferters who came

over lafl night, I have reafon to believe that the greateft part

of their army has moved upv/ards or is about to do it, pur-

fuing their original plan of getting in our rear, and cutting

off our communication with the country.

The grounds from Frog's-Point are flrong and defenfible,

being full of ftone fences, both along the road and acrofs

the
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the adjacent fields, which will render it difficult for artillery,

or indeed a large body of foot, to advance in any regular

order, except through the main road.—Our men who arc

poltcd on the pafTes feemed to be in great fplrlts when I left

them laft night.—I have the honor to be, Sec. G. W.

Sir, Head-Quarters, Haer/em Heights, 0". 14, 1776.

HIS excellency having gone this morning to vifit our

pods beyond Kingibridge and the feveral paffes leading from

Frog's-Point and the necks adjacent, I have the honor to in-

form you by his command, that no intereftlng event has

taken place fince his letter by yellerday's poft.

Every day's intelligence from the convention of this ftate

holds forth difcoveries of new plots and of new confpiracles.

Some of the members feem to apprehend that infurrcclions

are upon the eve of breaking out, and have fuggefted the

neceffity of feizing and fecuring the palles through the

Highlands, lell the difiaff'e6ted fnould do it. Their prefer-

vation being a matter of the greateft importance, his excel-

lency, notwithftanding the fituatlon we are in with refpedl

to troops, iias detached colonel Tafli with his regiment,

lately from New-Hampfliire, in addition to the miliria men-

tioned in his laft, with direftions to receive orders from the

convention, as to the ftation and pofts he is to occupy.

There are now in our pofleffion feveral perfons, inhabitants

of this ftate, who had engaged to join the enemy, and were

intercepted in going to them. There are alfo two who cou-

fefs they have been with them, and that they had adually

engaged in their fervice; but, finding the terms (the bounty,

pay, Sec,) not fo advantageous as they expected from the in-

formation they had received, they were induced to return.

—

As the affairs of this government are in a precarious fituation,

and fuch as, the convejition themfelves feem to think, forbid

their interpofition farther than taking meafures to apprehend

them, his excellency would wifh to obtain the fentiments of

U 3 Congrefs,
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Congrcrs, and their dlre£lion upon a fubjecl To extremely

efitical and delicate, and which, in the confideration of it,

involves many important confequences.

Your favor of the ninth, with its feveral inclofures, his

excellency received yefterday morning by the exprefs, who-

proceeded immediately on his journey.

Odoher 17. 1 am dire6led by his excellency to ac-

quaint you that we are again obliged to change our difpofi-

tion, to countera£l the operations of the enemy. Declining

an attack upon our front, they have drawn the main body

of their army to Frog's-Point, with a defign of hemming us

in, and drawing a line in our rear. To prevent the confe-

quences which would but too probably follow the execution

of their fcheme, the general officers determined yefterday

that our forces mud be taken from hence, and extended

towards Eaft and Well Chefler, fo as to out-fiank them.

General Lee, who arrived on monday, has flrongly urged

the abfolute necelTity of the meafure. It is propofed to leave

a garrifon at Fort-Wafliington, and to maintain it if pofTible,

in order to preferve the communication with the Jerfeys.

—

They are landing their artillery and waggons upon the

point •, and there are now feveral boats pafling up the Sound,

full of men.

I have the honor to be, &c. R. H. Harrison.

P. S. The poft having not come in fince funday, till to-

day, has been the occafion of not writing to you fince that

time. He was expected as ufual ; which prevented an ex-

prefs being fent.

Sir, HacrlemHeightSy OHober 1 8, 1 776.

I WAS yeflerday morning honored with your favor

of the fifteenth, with the refolutions of the eleventh and four-

teenth. The latter, by which Congrefs have authorifed me

to appoint monfieur Fennel a brevet aide-de-camp, claims a

return of mv acknowledgments.

Laft
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Lafi niglit I received a letter from Mr. Viirick, fecrctury

to general Schuyler, inclofmg a copy of one from general

Arnold to general Gates. The intelligence tranfmittcd bv

general Arnold being of an extremely interefting and im-

portant nature, I thought it advifable to forward the fame

immediately by exprefs. You have a copy lierewith, \^hith

contains the particulars, and to v.'hich I beg leave to refer

you.

The accounts tranfmitted yefterday by pod will inform

you of the movements of the enemiy, and of the meafures

judged necelfary to be purfucd by us, to counteraft their

defigns. I have nothing to add on this head, except that ten

or eleven fliips, which have been prevented pafTmg Hell-gate

for two or three days for want of wind, are now under way,

and proceeding up the Sound. Amongfl them there appear

to be two frigates : the reft probably have in (tores, Szc.

Liclofed is a copy of the lail general return I have been

able to obtain. It only comes down to the fifth iiiRant^ the

fituation of our affairs, and the almoft conftant neceffity of

fending detachments from one place to another to watch the

enemy's motions, have prevented the officers from making

them with rep;ularity.

I have the honor to be, S<c. G. W,

KlarJbriJgc, Odoher 20, 1776, half aficr one o'clock^ P. M.

Sir,

I HAVE it in command from his excellency to tranf-

mit you the'inclofcd copies of difpatches which juft novir

came to hand, and which contain intelligence of the moft

interefting and important nature refpecting our afTairs in the

northern depKvtment. His excellency would Iiave wrote him-

felf, but was going to our feveral pofts, when the exprefs

arrived.

The enemy are purfuing with great induftry their plan of

penetrating the country from the Sound, and of forming a

U 4 iinc
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line in our rear. They are now extended from Frog's-Poir.t

to New-Rochellc, from whence it is generally conjedlured

they mean to take their route by way of ihe White-Plains

and from thence to draw a line to the North-river. We on
our part have drawn our whole force, except the regiments

intended to garrifon Fort-Wafliington, from the ifland of

Nev/-York, and have poflefled ourfelves of the heights,

paiTes, and advantageous grounds, between New-Rochelle
where the van of their army now lies, and the North-river.

—They will in all probability attempt to efFedl their purpofe

by moving higher up. If they do, our forces will move ac-

cordingly, it being a principal objea to prevent their out-

flanking us.

On friday, one of their advanced parties, near Eaft Chefter,

fell in with part of colonel Glover's brigade, and a fman and
clofe fkirmifh enfued, in which, I have the pleafure to in-

form you, our men behaved with great coolnefs and intre-

pidity, and drove the enemy back to their main body.

I have the honor to be, kc. R. H, Harrison.

Sir, Hiad-^inxrtars^ Vakuthie' s Hill, Oa. 21, 1 7 76.

HIS excellency being abfent on a vifit to the feveral

pofls on the left oi our lines and at the V\^hite-i^lains, I have
the honor to inform you, by the favor of colonel Whipple,
that, {\xvzt my letter of ycaerday, no event of importance
has occurred.

I have the honor to be, &c. R, H. Harrison.

To the Board of TVar.

Gentlemen, Camp on Valentlru^s Hill, Oa. 22,1776.

I AM direaed by his excellency whofe bufinefs has
called him from hence, to acknowledge his receipt of your
favors of the twelfth and fifteenth inftant, and to inform you
in anfwer to the firft, that he will mention the cafe of the

French
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French gentlemen to general Lee, and obtain his opinion

as to the bcft mode of pi-oviding for them in a ufeful way.

The horfes belonging to the light dragoons who were taken,

he thinks, will be very ferviceable ; and he wiil write to

general \Vard or one of the agents to purchaTe them.

In refpecl to your requifition for an immediate return of

ordnance llores, his excellency fays it cannot poffibiy be

complied with in the prefent unfettled Hate of the army.

In order to efFecl the good purpofcs you have in view, he

would take the liberty to recommend the eftablifliing of

magazines of ammunition and other ordnance llores in pro-

per places of fecurity, from whence fupplies could be oc-

cafionally drawn. As large quantities are conftantly in de-

mand in time of war, he does not conceive your provifion ia

thefe inftances can be too great.

He will diredl the regimental returns in future to include

arms and accoutrements, and the commillary-general to

tranfmit monthly lills of rations. He thinks the regulation

extremely proper, though he apprehends the information to

be premature refpetling the over-quantity fiiggelled to have

been drawn, having heard no fufpicion of the fort in this

army of late.

I have the honor to be, &c. R. li. Harrison.

Sir, Hcad-^imtcri, IVhhc-Plahu^ Oil. 25, 1 776,

THE whole cf our army is now here and on the

neighboring heights, except tiie troops left at Mount-Walh-

ington and Kingfbridge (about fourteen hundred at the for-

mer, and fix hundred at the latter}, and general Lee's divi-

fion which now forms the rear, and Vvhlch is on their march.

Our rem.oval, and that of the ftorcs, have been attended

with a great deal of trouble, owing to the fcarcity and diffi-

culty of procuring waggons. However, they are nearly

effeded, and without any lofs.—The general officers are

now
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now rcconnoi-tring the fcveral pnfTes leading from the enemy,

that the moil important m;iy be immediately fecured.—

The fituation of tlieir army remains nearly the fame as when

I had the honor of addrcfiing you on the tvventy-firft inflant.

It difi'tra in nothing unlefs it is that their main body is more

collecSbed about New-Hochelle. A few of their troops are

extended as far as Momarioncck.

On monday night a detachment of wir men, under the

command of colonel Hazlet, was fent out lo furprife -.md

cut ofF major Rogers^ if pofTiblc, with his regiment which

was pofled there. By fome accident or other the expedition

did not fuccecd fo well as I could have wilhed. However our

advanced party, led on by major Greene of the hrft Virginia

regiment, fell in with their out-gunrd, and brought ofV

thirty-fix prifoners, fixty mulkets, and fome blankets. The

number killed is not certainly known : but it is reported by

an oiTicer who was there, that he counted about twenty-five.

—Our lofs, two killed, and ten or twelve wounded ; among

the latter, major Greene, whofe recovery is very doubtful.

On wednefdav there was alfo a frnart (kirmlfl^ between a

party of colonel Hand's riflemen,— about two hundred and

forty,— and nearly the f.tme number of HefTian cha/Ieurs,

in which the latter were put to the rout. Our men buried

ten of them on the field, and took two prifoncrs, one badly

wounded. We fuilained no other lofs thau having one lad

wounded, fuppofctl mortally.

l"he fhips of war that are in the North-river fell down,

yeflerday morning or the evening before, to Dobbs's ferry,

to prevent our bringing ftores from below by water, and the

removal af thofe that are landed there. As foon as the

waggons, emploved in bringing the baggage and ftores of

general Lee's divlfion, are difengagcd, they will be imme-

diately fent to alull thofe already there to remove them.

On faturday night we had the misfortune to lofe one of

the new fidps intended to be funk for obfirucling tlie chan-

nel. She parted her cables in a fcvere fquall, when properly

balullcd,
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bnllafted, nnd bilged ns foon as fhe iiruck the Core. The
other fliip was funk \vel] ; and ycfterday morning two brigs,

both ready, were fent down for the fame purpofe.

About two o'clock this afternoon, inrelligcncc was brought

to head -quarter? that three or four detachments of the ene-

my were on their march, and had advanced witliin about

four miles of this place. It has been fuJIy condrmed fincc

by a variety of pcrfons who have been out to reconnoitre.—

•

Their number cannot be afcertained : but it is generally

conjedured that the detachments arc or will be fucceeded

by as many columns compofing their main body.— Our drums

have beat to arms, and the men are ordered to tlieir feverai

polls.—Moll probably fome important event is upon the eve

of taking place : I hope it will be vi<Slory ir. favor of our armr,

—General Lee, with his divilion, has not got up ; but I hear

he is on his march.

Experiment having proved it difficult, if not impoifible,

to prevent the enemy from polTeHing the navigation of the

North-river, and re-ndering the communication and inter-

courfe between the ftates divided by it extremely hazardous

and precarious by means of their fhips of war, it has be-

come a matter of important confideratiou how to remedy

the evil, and to guard againll the confequences which may

rcfuk from it. I am charged by his exccJlency to mentioji

it to Congrcfs as a matter that lias employed much of his

thought, and that feems worthy cf th.eir moil fcrlous atten-

tion. He has communicated it to feveral of the general and

oti\er onicers, and to many gentlemen of {cnfc and difcern-

ment, who ail agree with him, not only upon the propriety

but the abfolute necefhty that two diftlncl armies ftiould be

formed,— one to acSl particularly in the (htes which lie on the

eafi:, the other in thofe that are on the fouth of the river ;

—

the whole however to be raifcd on a general plan, and nut

to be confined to any particular place by the terms of enlilt-

ment. Thefe n^atters,—the apparent difficulty and perhaps

impra(^ticabillty of fuccours being thrown acrofs the river

while
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v;hile the en-em y can command it,—have imlucsd his excel-

lency to fabmit the meafure to tlieir confiderntion, not know-

ing how their operations may be directed, and forefeeing-

tdiat innumerable evils may arife if a rcfpe£lable force is not

appointed to oppofe their arms wberefoever they are car-

licd.—1 have the honor to be,, in great hade, &c.

R H. Harrison.

Sir, fVhite-PlainSy Oil'jbcr 29, 1776.

THE fituation of our affairs not permitting his ex-

cellency to write himfelf, I have it in charge to inform you,

thaXy on yefterday morning about ten o'clock, the enemy ap-

peared in feveral large columns in our front, and, from thgjr

firft movements, feemed as if they meant aii^ attack there.

However, halting for a little time^ their main body filed ofF

to' our left, and prefently began a moft fevere and incelTant

caJinonade at a part of our troops who had taken poft on a

MU', with a view of throwing up fome lines. At the fame

time they advanced in two divifions, and, after a fmart en-

gagement for about a quarter of an hour, obliged our men

ito give way.

Our lofs is not certainly known ; but, from conje61:ure, is

between four and five hundred infilled, wounded, and mifl-

ijiag..—What tlicirs was, we have not heard.

After gaining the hill (upon which they are intrenching),

and leaving a fufficient number of men and artillery to pre-

vent our repoffefling it, they proceeded to advance by our

Deft ', and, as far as I can difcover, their pofts or encamp-

micnts now form nearly a femicircle. It is evident their de-

sign- is to get in our rear according to their original plan.

—

•Every meafure is taking to prevent them : but the removal

tf our baggage, &c,, is attended with infinite difficulty and

delays.

Our p'oft, from its fituatiarr> is not fo advantageous as

c©uld be wifhed, and was only intended as temporary and

©ecafional, till the ftores belonging to the array, which hadi

been

9
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been depofited here, could be removed. The enemy com-
ing on lb fuddenly has diftrefled us much. They are no-w

clofe at hand, and moft probably will in a little time com-
mence their fecond attack: we expedt it every hour :—per-

haps it is beginiiiiig : I hare juft heard the report of fomc

cannon.— I have the honor to be, &c. R. H. Harrisox,

Sir, fFrMtc- Plains, OHobcr 31, 1776.

SINCE I had the honor of addrefllng you on the

twenty-ninth inftant, no event of importance has occurred.

The enemy are throwing up fome lines and redoubts in our

front, with a view of cannonading as foon as they are ready;

and at the fame time are extending their wings farther byo«r

right and left. It is fuppofed that one of their objed:s ist»

advance a part of their troops, and fcize on the bridge over

Croton river, that the communication may be cut off witli

the upper country. To prevent this, a part of our force is

detached, with orders to proceed with the utmoft expeditioia,

and to fecure the pafs if poinble.

We are trying to remove, to guard againil their defigns,

but are greatly impeded by reafon of the fcarcity of waggon:*

in proportion to our baggage and (lores. Every exertiots

has been employed to obtain a fufficiency ; but they can-

not be had in this part of the country. The quarter-maftei-

has feut to Conne61icut to get a fupply if poifible.

Our army is decreafing fail. Several gentlemen, who

have come to camp within a few days, have obferved large

numbers of militia returning home on the diiTcreut roadst

nor are any meafures taken as yet to raife the new army,

no commilhons having come from the ftates to appoint or

fignify the nomination of their ofHcers. If this was done,

perhaps many who are now here might be induced to en-

gage : but at pi-efent there are none authorifed to recruit.

His excellency would have wrote- himfelf by the perfon

who carries this (to the care of getieral Greene}; but his at-

tention
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tention !s totally engaged In ordering the affairs of the army>

and the bed mode for its remov:iL

1 have the honor to be, &;c. R. H. Harrison.

I AM dirciilcil by his excellency to acknowledge his

receipt of your fnvor of tlie twenty-eighth ultimo which came

to hand yelterJay evening, and to tranfniit you a copy of the

letter I had the honor of writing you by the Bofton exprefs

by liis command. Had the exprefs been charged with no

Other letter, the lofs would not have been attended with any

material injury to uS) or advantage to the enemy, provided it

fliould come to their hands : but there were oihers from his

excellency, of a. very inteieiling nature, tJie mifcarriage of

"vehieh gives him much concern. As the bundle was taken

away in fo fudden and fecret a manner, I fear there is but

Httlc hope of recovering it,—being done moil probably for

the exprefs purpofe of furniniing the enemy with intelligence,

and a Hate of our army. Beiides his excellency's letters, the

moft materud of which was to Mr. Rutledge, rherc v.xre live

or fix more from the gentlemen of his family.

My letters of the twenty-ninth and of yellerday, wliich I

had the honor of addrelhng you, will give a pretty tull ac-

count of our fuuiition, and of every matter reipetiling this

aimy antcccdeiU to this date. I only omitted to mention

that we have taken thirteen of the Waldeckers, and that, for

feveral days pa(t, our fcouiing panics have brought in one,

two, or three priioncrs. In addition to thcfe, we have every

day a deferter or two.

About fix o'clock this morning, a mefTenger arrived fron>

lord Stirling (who is with his brigade between twe and three

miles from White-Vlaius, on our right, and rather nearer

the North-river) with intelligence that the enemy were ad-

vanclno: towards hina in two columns. Xiiis information

\\zi carried Us eiCcUency and aides out;. The refult of their

nr.ovemeni
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movement I have not heard : h<dt moll llkclv they r.re pur-

i'uing their oviginal tiefign of getting by our Hanks and feiz-

iiig tho heights above us. Every precaution is takin"- to

prevent thcin, and to hurry away our llorcb to a more inte-

rior part of the country.

1 have the honor to bt.', 5cc. R. H. Harrison',

P. S. liis cxcdlcricy has juR returned, and fays the alarm

was premature. It arofe from feme of lord Stirhng's advanced

guards feeing a body of our men who had been ordered to rein-

force hiiil, who were fuppofed to be the enemy. His excellen-

cy is very apprehcnfivc that the army will be greatly diftrelTed

for want of provlfion, particularly in the article of flour,

owing to the water- conveyance, both in the North and Eaft

river, being in the c);cmy's poflelhon. He has wrote to the

convention of this itate, and dire^5ted Mr. Trumbull, that

their utmoll exertions in this indance may be ufed. There

is a good deal of flour on the Jcrfey lide : but there is no

other way to get it, but by carting and ferrying it over to

PeeklklU. This I have wrote to general Greene to hav«

done, by his excellency's direction.

Sir, ffl?itf-PIams, Navember 3, 1776.

BY command of his excellency, I have the honor to

inform vou that our fituation is nearly the fame as when I

had the pleafure of writing you laft. It is altered in no in-

Itance, unlcfs in the number of our troops, which is every

day decreafing by their mofl: fc.mdalous defcrrion and re-

turn home. The inclofed letter from genera] Parfons, who

is (lationcd near the Saw-pits, and which his excellency di-

redled me to tra-nfmit, will inform you of tlie prevalency of

Uiis difgvaceful piadice.

I have the honor to be, 5cc. R- H. Harrison^
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'To the Board of PFar.

Gentlemen, Jfljitc-PLnnSy November 4, 1776.

BY command of his excellency, I have the honor to

acknowledge his receipt of your favor of the twenty-fourth ul-

timo, and to inform you that he cReems the plan you pro-

pofe to lay before Congrpfs, for preventing more rations be-

ing drawn than may be due, well calculated to anfwer the

end. That re^fpecting the fiek feems to him not entirely

perfecl:. The captains or commanders of companies are

prohibited from drawing pay for fuch fick as may be dif-

chargcd from the hofpitals as unfit for fervice. If, during

their ilay, and before it can be known whether their cafe

will or will not admit of their return, it fhould become ne-

ceffary to make up a regimental pay-abftra(£l:, in what man^

ner are the officers to make up their rolls ? are they to in-

clude the fick, or not ?

As this is a cafe which may and mufl of necefTily fre-

quently happen, it appears to his excellency that the intend-

ed regulations fliould be more general, and reftrain the of-

ficers from incluiiing in their pay-abHracls or rolls all the

fick they fend to the liofpitals, and the pay due 'em previ-

ous to their going. In fuch cafe, tjiofe who are difcharged

as unfit for fervice may receive thtlr pay as intended •,

and thofe who return to duty can obtain what was due to

them when the regiment was paid, by applying to the pay-

Tnafter with the oiricer and furgeon's certificates, or be in-

cluded in a fubfequent abftravSl. The inconveniences and

abufes which are defigned to be remedied by thefe regula-

tions, his excellency does not apprehend to arife fo much

from neceffity (as incident to the nature of armies), as from

the imperfecl inflitution of the prefent, and the great mix-

ture and diverfity of troops compofing it, an-d alfo from the

inattention of the officers. * * *

The defencelefs flate of Pennfylvania, as communicated

by
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D,y the committee of fafety to your honorable body, Is a mat-

ter of much concern to his excellency, which is not a little

aggravated by the part too many feem ready to take in fa-

vor of the enemy. He trufts, however, the defection M'ill be

too Inconnderable to threaten any alarming confequences.

Before the receipt of your letter, his excellency had wrot^

to the commanding officer of the Virginia regiments at Tren-

ton, dlreiling him to march them forward towards general

Greene's poll, and there remain under his command till fur-

ther orders, unlefs fpeclal in{lru6lions had been or fhould be

given to the contrary by Congrefs, or for their particular

delllnation.

Agreeable to yoilr requeft^ his excellency has confulted

with general Lee upon the bed mode for employing the

French gentlemen, and making them ferviceable. The re-

fult is that they (hould be appointed to regiments by Con-

grefs according to the ranks they have been pleafed to give

them, and with the fame pay as is allowed other officers in

I'uch cafes. Their want of our language is rather an objec-

tion : but it is hoped they will attain a fufficient know-

ledge of It, ere it be long, to be of great fervlce ; and that,

in. the Interim, their advice and afnftance in dire£ling of

works may be of ufe where they may be ftatloned.

With great refpedl, I have the honor to be, Sec.

R. H. Harrison.

Sir, Pf'Tolte-PlalnSi November by 1776.

I HAVE the honor to Inform you that on yefterday

morning the enemy made a fudden and unexpected move-

ment from the feveral pofts they had taken in our front.

They broke Up their whole encampments the preceding

night, and have advanced towards Kingfbrldge and the

North-river. The defign of this manoeuvre is a matter of

much conjeduxe and fpeculation, and cannot be accounted

for with any degree of'certainty. The grounds we had taken

Vol. 1. X pofleffion
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poiTeflion of were flrong and advantageous, and fuch as they

could not have gained without much lofs of blood in cafe an

attempt had been made. I had taken every poflible precau-

tion to prevent their outflanking us ;—which may have led

to the prefent meafure. They may flill have in view their

original plan, and, by a fudden wheel, try to accomplifli lu

Detachments are conftantly out to obferve their motions, and

to harrafs them as much as poffible.

In confcquence of this movement I called a council of ge-

neral officers to-day, to confult of fuch meafures as fliould

be adopted in cafe they purfued their retreat to New-York ;

the refuk of which is herewith tranfmitted. In refpcdl ta

myfelf, I cannot indulge an idea that general Howe, fup-

pofiiig he is going to New-York, means to clofe the cam-

paign, and to fit down without attempting fomething more.

1 think it highly probable, and almoft certain, that he will

mafce a defcent with a part of his troops into Jerfey : and,

as foon as I am fatisfied that the prefent manoeuvre is real

and not a feint, I fliall ufe every means in my power to for-

ward a part of our force to counteract his defigns : nor (hall

I be difappointed if he fends a detachment to the fouthward

for the purpofe of making a winter campaign.

From the information I have received, there is now a

number of tranfports at Red-Hook, with about three thou-

fand troops on board. Their deftination, as given out, is to

Rhode-lfland : but this feems altogether improbable for va-

rious reafons •, among others, the feafon is much againft it.

In the fouthern ftates they will find it milder, and much

more favorable for their purpofes. I fliall take the liberty

of mentioning that it may not be improper to fuggeft the

probability of fuch a meafure to the afl'emblies and conven-

tions in thofe flates, that they may be on their guard,—and

the propriety of their eflablifhing and laying up magazines of

provifions and other necefiaries in fuitable places. This is a

niatter of exceeding importance, and what cannot be too

much attended to.

From



OFFICIAL LETTERS. 307

From the approaching difTolution of the army, and the de-

parture of the new levies which is on the eve of takhig plvice,

and the httle profpe£l of levying a new one in time, I have

wrote to the eaflern dates by the Unanimous advice of the

general ofEcers, to forward fupplies of militia in the room of

thofe that are nov/ here, and who, it is feared, will not be

prevailed on to flay any longer than the time they are en-

gaged for. The propriety of this application, I truft, will

appear, when it is known that not ^ fingle oiBcer is yet com-

miffioned to recruit, and \Vhen it is confidered how efiential

it is to keep up fome fliew of force and fhadow of an army.

I exped: the enemy will bend their force againft Fort-

Wafhington, and inveft it immediately. From fome ndvicesj

it is an objeft that will attract their earlieil attention.

I am happy to inform you, that, in the engagement on

monday fe'nnight, I have reafon to believe our lofs was by

no means fo confiderable as was conje6lured at firfl. By

fome deferters and prifoners we are told, that of the enemy

was tolerably great : fome accounts make it about four hun-

dred in killed and wounded : all agree that among the former

there was a colonel Carr of the thirty-fifth regiment.

The force that will be fent to Jerfey after I am fatisfied of

Mr. Howe's retreat, in addition to thofe now there^ accord-

ing to my prefent opinion, will make it neceflary for me to

go with them, to put things in a proper channel, and fuch a

way of defence as fhall ftem moft probable to check the pro-

grefs of the enemy, in cafe they fhould attempt a defcent

there, or a move toward Philadelphia.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W*

To the Board of War.

GEtJXLEMENj PVh'ite-Pla'inSt Novemher 8, 1776^

I HAVE been favored with yours of the thirty-firlt

ultimo, by monfieur Laytaniac, and muft take the liberty of

X 2 referring
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referring you to my forn:icr letters upon the fubjeil of pro-

viding for the French gentlemen who fliall incline to enter

the fervice of the dates. To me it appears that one of two

modes mud be adopted : they mud either be appointed to

places in fome of the regiments, or formed into a didinct

corps. The former was advifed as the mod eligible in re-

fpecl to the gentlemen who were here before. It requires

time to form an accurate opinion of the merits of an oincer;

and the prcfcnt fituation of the army will not allow me to-

pay a particular attention to monfieur Laytanlac, or fuch no-

tice as he may widi to receive, or I to give : nor is there any

way of making his day here agreeable.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W.

Sir, mite-PluinSy Noz'emlicr g^ ij'jS,

1 HAVE the honor to tranfmit you a copy of a letter

from general Gates to general Schuyler, and of another

paper containing intelligence rcfpe6ling the northern army

and the fituation of the enemy in that department. Tliey

this minute came to hand ; and to them I beg leave to refer

you for particulars.

By every information I can obtain, and the accounts I had

lad night by two deferters who were very intelligent and

particular, general Howe dill has in view an expedition to

the Jerfeys, and is preparing for it with the grcated indudry.

i have detached the fird divifion of our troops which was

thought neceflary to be fent, and which I hope will crofs

the river at Peekflcill to-day. The fecond, I expefl, will

all march this evening; and to-morrow morning I pTopofe

to follow myfelf, in order to put things in the bed train I

can, and to give him every poflible oppofition.—I hope

(when the two divifions arrive, and are joined to fuch other

force as I expect to collect) to check his progrefs and pre-

vent him from penetrating any didauce from the river, if

not.
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not to oblige him to return immediately with feme lofs.

Whatever is in my power to effect, fhuU be done.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W.

Sir, Peekflnlly November 1 1, 1 776.

I HAVE only time to acknowledge the honor of your

htter of the fifth inilant, and its feveral inclofures, and to

inform you, that, agreeable to the refolves of Congrefs, I

fhall ufe every meafure in my power that the moving and

prefent confufed ftate of the army will admit of, to appoint

officers for recruiting.

You will have been advifed, before this, of the arrival of

commiflioners from the Maflachufetts. Others have come

from Connecticut : but, from the prefent appearance of

things, we feem but little if any nearer to levying an army.

1 had anticipated the refolve refpeding the militia, by writ-

ing to the eaflern ilates and to the Jerfey, by the advice of

my general officers, and from a confcioufnefs of the necef-

fity of getting in a number of men If poffible, to keep up the

appearance of an army. How my applications will fucceed,

the event mufl determine. I have little or no reafon to ex-

peel that the militia now here will remain a day longer than

the time they firft engaged for. I have recommended their

ftay, and requefted it in general orders. General Lincoln

and the Maflachufetts commiffioners are ufing their intereft

with thofe from that ftate: but, as far as I can judge, we

cannot rely on their fbaying.

I left White-Plains about eleven o'clock ycflerday ;~nll

peace then. The enemy appeared to be preparing for their

expedition to Jerfey according to every Information. What

their defigns are, or whether their prefent conduft Is not a

ftlnt, I cannot determine.

The INIaryland and Virginia troops under lord Stirling

have crofled the river, as have part of thofe from the Jerfey :

the remainder are now embarking. The troops, judged ne-

X 3
«v;irary
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ceflary to fecure the feveral pofts through the Highlands,

have alfo got up. I am going to examine the pafles, ancj

. direct fuch works as m^y appear necefTary ; after which,

and making the bed difpofition I can of things in this quar^

ter, I intend to proceed to Jerfey, which I expeft to do to-

morrow.

The aiJemblies of Maflachufetts and Connefticut, to in-

duce tlieir men more readily to engage in the fervice, have

voted an advance pay of twenty {hilUngs per month, in ad-

dition to that allowed by ihe Congrefs to privates. It may

.
perhaps be the means of their levying the quotas esa61:ed

from them fooner than they could otherwife have been raif-

ed: but I am of opinion, a more fatal and miftaken policy

could not have entered their councils, or one more detri-

mental to the general caufe. The influence of the vote

will become continental, and materially affe6t the other

Hates in making up their levies. If they could do it, I arn

certain, when the troops come to zO: together, that jealoufy,

impatience and mutiny, would neceffarily arife. A differ-

ent pay cannot exift in the fame army. The reafoiis are ob-

yious, and experience has proved their force in the cafe of

the eaftern and fouthern troops lafl; fpring- Senfible of this,

and of the pernicious confequences that would inevitably re-

fult from the advance, I have prevented the commiffioners

from proceeding or publifliing their terms till they could

obtain the fenfe of Congrefs upon the fubje£^, and remon-

ftrated againil it in a letter to governor Trumbull. I am

not fingular \n opinion : I have the concurrence of all thq

general officers, of its fatal tendency.

I congratulate you and Congrefs upon the news from

Ticonderoga, and that general Carleton and his army have

been obliged to return to Canada without attempting any-

thing.

J have the honor to be, &c. p. W»
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Sir, General Gnsne's garters^ Nov, 14, 1776.

I HAVE the honor to inform you of my arrival here

yefterday, and that the whole of the troop« belonging to the

Hates, which lay fouth of Hudfon's-river, and which were in

New-York government, have paiTed over to this fide, except

the regiment, lately colonel Smallwood's, which I expe6t is

now on their march.

That they may be ready to check any incurfions the

enemy may attempt in this neighborhood, I intend to

quarter them at Brunfwic, Amboy, E'izabethtown, Newark,

and about this place, unlefs Congrefs fhould conceive it ne-

ceffary for any of them to be (lationed at or more contigu-

ous to Philadelphia. In fuch cafe they will be pleafed to

fignify their pleafure. There will be very few of them after

the departure of thofe who were engaged for the flying

camp, which is faft approaching. The dlfpofition I have

mentioned feems to me well calculated for the end propofed,

and alfo for their accommodation.

The movements and defigns of the enemy are not yet un-

derftood. Various are the opinions and reports on this head.

From every information, the whole have removed from

Dobbs's ferry towards Kingfbridge ; and it feems to be gene-

rally believed on all hands, that the invefling of Fort-Wa(h-

ington is one obje£l they have in view : but that can em-

ploy but a fmall part of their force. Whether they intend a

fouthern expedition, mull be determined by lime : to me

there appears a probability of it, which feems to be favored

by the advices we have that many tranfports are wooding

and watering. General Greene's letter would give you the

fubftance of the intelligence brought by Mr. Merfereau

from Staten-Illand in this inilaiice, which he received before

it came to me.

Inclofed you have copies of two letters from general

Howe, and of ray anfwer to the firfh of them. The letter

j^lluded to, and returned in his lad, was one fri?m myfelf to

7^ 4 Mrs,
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Mrs. Wafhingtcn, of the twenty-fifth ultuno, from whence

I conclude that all the letters which went by the Bofton ex-

prefs have come to his poffcHion. You will alfo perceive

that general Howe has requefted the return of Peter Jack,

a fervant to major Stewart, to wliich I have confented, as he

was not in the military line, and the requifition agreeable to

the cuflom of war. This fervant having been fent to Philadel-

phia with the Waldeckers and other prifoners, I muft requeft

the fjivpr of you to have him conveyed to general Greene by

the earlieft opportunity, in order that he may be returned to

his mafter.

Before I conclude, I beg leave not only to fuggefh but to

urge the neceflity of incrcafmg our field artillery very confider-.

ably. Experience has convinced me, as it has every gen-

tleman of difcernment in this army, that, while we remain

fo much inferior to the enemy in this iuftance, we muft

carry on the war under infinite difadvantages, and without

the fmallefi; probability of fuccefs. It has been peculiarly

owing to the Ctuation of the country where their operations

have been condu6led, and to the rough and flrong grounds

we pofleiTed ourfelves of, and over which they had to pafs,

that they have not carried their arms, by means of their ar-

tillery, to a much greater extent. When thefe difficulties

ceafe by changing the fcene of a6lion to a level champaign

country, the wprft of confequences are to be apprehended,

I would therefore, with the concurrence of all the officers

whom I have fpoken to upon the fubjedl, fubmit to the confi-

deration of Congrefs whether immediate meafures ought not

to be taken for procuring a refpe£lable train.

It is agreed on all hands that each batallion fliould be fur-

niihed at leaft with two pieces, and that a fmaller number

than a hundred q£ three pounds, fifty of fix pounds, and

fifty of twelve pounds, fliould not be provided, in addition

to thofe we uovi: have. Befides thefe, if fome eighteen

and twenty-four-pounders are ordered, the train will be more

e^ Tviceable and complete. The \yhoIe fhould be of brafs,

fojf



OFFICIAL LETTERS. 313

for the mofl; obvious reafons : they will be much more port-

able, not half fo liable to burfl ; and, when they do, no da-

mage is occafioned by it, and they may be call over again.

The fizes before defcribed fhould be particularly attended

to : if they are not, there will be great reafon to expe£l mif-

takes and confufion in the charges in time of aQlon, as it

has frequently happened In the beft-regulated armies. The
difparity between thofe I have mentioned and fuch as are of

an intermediate fize is difficult to difcern.

It is alfo agreed that a regiment of artillerlfts, with ap-

proved and experienced officers, (hould be obtained if poffi-

ble, and fome engineers of known reputation and abilities. I

am forry to fay, too ready an indulgence has been had to fe-

veral appointments In the latter Inflance, and that men have

been promoted, who feem to me to know but little If any

thing of the bufinefs.

Perhaps this train, Sec, may be looked upon by fome as large

and expenfive. True, it will be fo : but when It is confider-

ed that the enemy, having effedled but little In the courfe of

the piefent campaign, will ufe their utmoft efforts to fubju-

gate us in the next, every confideration of that fort fhould be

difregarded, and every poffible preparation made to fruflratc

their * * * attempts. How they are to be procured. Is to

be inquired Into.—That we cannot provide them among

ourfelves, or more than a very fmall proportion, fo trifling as

not to defcrve our notice, Is evident. Therefore I would ad-

vlfe, with all Imaginable deference, that, without any abate-

ment of our own internal exertions, application fhould be Im-

mediately made to fuch powers as can and may be willing to

fupply them. They cannot be obtained too early, if foon

enough : and I am told they may be eafily had from France

and Holland.

Mr. Trumbull the commiffary-general has frequently men-

tioned to me of late the inadequacy of his pay to his trouble

and the great rlilc he Is fubje£t to on account of the large

. ^ums of money which pafs through his hands. He has

ilated



3T4 GENERAL WASHINGTON'S

ftated his cafe wkh a view of laying it before Congrefs and

obtaining a more adequate compenfation. My fentiments

upon the fubjecl are already known : but yet I (hall take the

liberty to add that I think his complaint to be well founded,

and his pay, confidering the important duties and rifles of his

office, by no means fufficient, and that the footing he feems

to think it fliould be upon, himfelf, appears jufl and reafon-

able.

A propofidon having been made long fince to general

Howe and agreed to by him, for an exchange of prifoners

in confequence of the refolutions of Congrefs to that effect,

I fliall be extremely happy if you will give directions to the

committees and thofe having the charge of prifoners in the

feveral dates fouth of Jerfey, to tranfmit me proper lifts of

the names of all the coramifiioned ofBcers, and of their

ranks and the corps they belong to ; alfo the number of non-

commiiTioned and privates, and their refpe6i:ive regiments.

"You will perceive by his letter, he fuppofes me to have af-

fected fome delay, or to have been unmindful of the propofi-

tion I had made.

I propofe to ftay in this neighborhood a few days, in

which time I expedt the defigns of the enemy will be mere

difclofed, and their incurfions be made in this quavter, or

their invefliture of Fort-Wa(hington, if they are intended.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W.

To the Board of JVar,
I

(general Greene's flatter s^ November 15, 177^'

Gentlemen,

ON wednefday evening I received the favor-of your

letter of the eighth inftant, in confequence of which I ftopped

the flag that was going in with the ladies you mention,

pointing out to them the neceffity of the meafure, and re-

commending them to write to their hulbands and con-

nexions



OFFICIAL LETTERS. 315

aexions to obtain general Howe's aflurances for the releafe

of Mrs. Lewis, and Mrs. Robinfon and her children, with

their baggage, as the condition on which they will be per-

mitted to go in themfelves. Thefe terms I can only extend

to Mrs. Barrow and Mrs. Kemp who had never obtained my
leave : Mrs. Watts had, and my promife that {he fhould go

in. The whole however were prepared to go, when the

Jetter reached Newark.—The mode I have adopted feems

mod likely, and the only proper one, to procure the enlargcr

fiient of our ladies, which I wifli for much.

J am, gentlemen, with great refpe£l:, &c. Q. W.

To the Board of War.

Gentlemen, Hack'wfac, November 15, 1776.

HAVING given my promife to general Howe, on

his application, that Peter Jack, a fervant of major Stewart,

who was fent to Philadelphia with the Waldeckers and other

prifoners and Vv'ho has nothing to do in the military line,

fhould be returned to his mafter agreeable to the ufage of

war in fuch cafes,—I muft take the liberty to requeft the

favor of you to have him conveyed to general Greene by the

earllefl opportunity, that he may be forwarded to his mafter

in compliance with my promife.

I alfo wifh that you would have all the Britifli prifoners

colle£led that you conveniently can, and fent to me as foon

as poffible with the Heffian prifoners, that I may exchange

them. The return of the latter I think will be attended

with many falutary confequences : but, fliould it be made

without that of a large proportion of other troops, it will

carry the marks of defign, and occafion precautions to be

taken to prevent the ends we have in view,

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W.
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Sir, Gnicral Greene''s ^uartcr^^ 'Nov. l6, IJ']^*

SINCE I had the honor of addreding you hift, an

important event has taken place, of which I wifh to give you

the earhefl intelligence.

The prefervation of the paffage of the North-river was an

objeft of fo much confequence that I thought no pains or

expenfe too great for that purpofe : and therefore, after

fending off all the valuable {lores except fuch as were necef-

fary for its defence, I determined, agreeable to the advice of

mofl of the general ofiicers, to rifk fomethlng to defend the

poll on the call fide, called Mount-Wafliington.

When the army moved up in confequence of general

Howe's landing at Frog-point, colonel Magaw was left on

that command, with about twelve hundred men, and orders

given to defend it to the laft. Afterwards, reflecting upon

the fmallnefs of the gavrifon, and the difFiculty of their hold-

ing it if general Howe fliould fall down upon it with his

whole force, I wrote to general Greene who had the com-^

mand on the Jerfey fliore, direcSting him to govern himfelf

bv circumftances, and to retain or evacuate the poft as he

ihould think beft, and revoking the abfoUite order to colonel

Magaw to defend the poll to the laft extremity-— General

Greene, {truck with the importance of the poll, and the dif-

couragement v. hich our evacuation of pofts mufl necefiarily

have given, reinforced colonel Magaw with detachments

from feveral regiments of the flying camp, but chiefly of

Pcnnfylvania, fo as to make up the number about two thou-,

fand.

In ^his fituation things were yeflerday, when general

Howe demanded the furrendry of the garrifon, to which co->

IoikI Magaw returned a fpirited refufal. Immediately

upon receiving an account of this tranfaiSlion, I came from

Hackinfac to this place, and had partly croiTed the North--

river when I met general Putnam and general Greene, who

were jufi: returning from thence, and informed me that the

troop i
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troops were in high fpirits, and would make a good defence:

and it being late at night, I i-cturned.

Early this morning colonel Magaw pofted his troops partly

in the lines thrown up by our army on our firil coming thi-

ther irom New-York, and partly on a commanding hill lying

north of Mount-Wafliin'gton,—the lines being all to the

louthwavd. In this pofition the attack began about ten

o'clock, which our troops flood, and returned the fire ia

fuch a manner as gave me great hopes the enemy was en-

tirely repulfed. But at this time a body of troops crofied

Haerlem-river in boats, and landed infide of the fecond lines,

our troops being then engaged in the firll:.

Celonel Cadwallader, who commanded in the lines, fent

off a detachment to oppofe them : but they, being over-

powered by numbersj gave way ; upon which, colonel Cad-

wallader ordered his troops to retreat in order to gain the

fort. It was done with much confufion; and the enemy

crofiing over came in upon them in fuch a manner, that a

number of them furrendered.

At this time the Helhans advanced on the north fide of

the fort in very large bodies. They were received by the

troops polled there, with proper fpirit, and kept back a con-

fiderable time : but at length they were alio obliged to fub-

mit to a fuperiorlty of numbers, and retire under the can-

non of the fort.

The enemy, having advanced thus far, halted; and imme-

diately a flag went in, with a repetition of the demand of the

fortrefs, as I fuppofe. At this time I fent a billet to colonel

iNIagaw, direcling him to hold out, and I would endeavor

this evening to bring off the garrifon, if the fortrefs could

not be maintaincLl, as I did not expert it could, the enemy

being poflllled of the adjacent ground. But, before this

reached him, he had entered too far into a treaty, to retraft:

after which, colonel Cadwallader told another mellcnger

who went over, that they had been able to obtain no other

terms than to furrendcr as priibners of war. In this fitua-

tion
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tion matters now Hand. I have flopped general Beall's and

general Heard's brigades, to preferve the poft and ftores here j

which, with the other troops, I hope we {hall be able to

cfFea.

I do not: yet know the numbers killed or wounded on

either fide : but, from the heavinefs and continuance of the

fire in fome places, I imagine there mull have been confider*

able execution.

The lofs of fuch a number of officers and men, many of

whom have been trained with more than common attention,

w ill, 1 fear, be feverely felt ; but, when that of the arms and

accoutrements is added, much more fo; and mud be a fur-

ther mcentive to procure as confiderable a fupply as pofFible

for the new troops, as foon as it can be done.

X have the honor to be, &c. G. W.

Sir, Hacklnfacy November 19, I77^»

I HAVE not been yet able to obtain a particular ac-

count of the unhappy affair of the fixteenth, nor of the

terms on which the garrifon furrendered. The intelligence

that has come to hand is not fo full and accurate as I could

wifli. One of the artillery, whofe information is moft direct,

and who efcaped on funday night, fays the enemy's lofs was

very confiderable, efpecially in the attack made above the

fort by the divifion of Heifians that marched from Kingf-

brido-e, and where lieutenant-colonel Rawhns, of the late

colonel Stephenfon's regiment, was polled.

They burned yefterday one or two houfes on the heights,

and contiguous to the fort, and appeared, by advices from

general Greene, to be moving in the evening their main

body down towards the city. Whether they will clofe the

campaign without attempting fomething more, or make an In-

curfion into Jerfey, mull be determined by the events then|-

felves.

As Fort-Lee was always confidered as only neceflliry in

2 conjundlioB
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eonjun£lIon with that on the ead fide of the river, to pre-

ferve the communication acrofs, and to prevent the ene-

my from a free navigation, it has become of no importance

by the lofs of the other, or not fo material as to employ a

force for its defence. Being viewed in this Hghr, and ap-

prehending that the (lores there would be precarioufly litu-

ated, their removal has been determined on to Boundbrook

above Brunfwic, Princeton, Springfield, and Acquackenunk

bridge, as places that will not be fubjedi to fudden danger in

cafe the enemy Ihould pafs the river, and which have been

thought proper as repofitories for fomc of our (lores of pro-

vifion and forage-

The troops belonging to the flying camp under generals

Heard and Beall, with what remains of general Ewing's

brigade, are now at Fort-Lee, where they will continue till

the (lores are got away. By the time that is efFedled, their

term of enlillment will be near expiring ; and, if the enemy

(hould make a pu(h in this quarter, the only troops that

there will be to oppofe them, will be Hand's, Hazlett's,

the regiments from Virginia, and that, lately Smallwood's,

—the latter greatly reduced by the lofTes it fuftained on

Long-Ifland, &c, and ficknefs : nor are the reft by any

means complete. In addition to thefe, I am told there are a

few of the militia of this Hate, who have been called in

by governor Llvingfton. I fliall make fuch a difpofition of

the whole at Brunfwic and at the intermediate polls, as (hall

feem moll likely to guard agaiuit the defigns of the enemy,

^nd to prevent them making an irruption or foraging with

detached parties.

The inclofed letter from colonels Miles and Atlee will

{hew Congrefs the diftrelTedfituation of our prifoners in New-

York i
and their diftrefs will become greater every day by

the cold inclement feafon that is approaching. It will be

happy if fome expedient can be adopted, by which they

may be furnilhed with neceiTary blankets and clothing.

•' • Humanity
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Humanity and the good of the fervice requu^e it.—I think

the mode fuggefted by thele gentlemen, for eflabUfhing a

credit, appears as hkely to fucceed, and as ehgible, as any

that occurs to me. It is probable many articles that may

be wanted can be obtained there, and upon better terms

than elfewhere. In relpeil to provifion, their allowance

perhaps is as good as the fituation of general Howe's ftores

will admit of : it has been faid of late by defertera and

others that they were rather fcant.

By a letter from the paymafter-general, of the feventeenth,

he fays there will be a necelTity that large and early remit-

tances fliould be made him. The demands, when the troops

now in fervice are difmifled, w^ill be extremely great. Be-

fideSj the bounty to recruits will require a large fupply ; and

he adds that the commiflary-general has informed him, that,

between this and the lad of December, he fhall have oc-

calion for a million of dollars.

Ncvrmljcr 21. The unhappy affair of the fixteenth

Las been fucceeded by further misfortunes. Yefterday

morning a large body of the enemy landed between Dobbs's

ferry and Fort-Lee. Their obje£l was, evidently, to inclofe

the whole of our troops and flores that lay between the

North and Hackinfac rivers, which form a very narrow neck

of land. For this purpofe, they formed and marched as

foon as they had afcended the high grounds towards the fort.

Upon the fufl information of their having landed, and of

their movements, our men were ordered to meet them : but;

finding their numbers greatly fuperior, and that they were

extending themfelves to feize on the paffes over the river, it

was thought prudent to withdraw our men ; which was

effected, and their retreat fecured. We loft the whole of

the cannon that was at the fort (except two twelve-pounders)

and a great deal of baggage, between two and three hun-

dred tents, about a thoufand barrels of flour, and other flores

in the quartermafler's department. This lofs was inevitable.-

2 A»



OFFICIAL LETTERS. 321

As many of the flores had been reiiioved as circumflnnces

and time would admit cL The ammunition had been hap-*

pily got PAvay.

Cur prefent fituatioh between Hackinfac and PafTaic rivers

being exaclly fimilar to our late one, and our force here by

no means adequate to an oppofition that will promife the

fmalleft probability of fuccefs, we are taking meafures to

retire over the waters of tlie latter, when the bed difpoutioa

will be formed that circumftances vvill admit of.

By colonel Cadwallader, who has been permitted by ge-

neral Howe to return to his friends, I am Informed the fur-

render of the garrifon on the fixteenth was on the common

terms as prifoners of war; the lofs of the Hellians, about

three hundred privates and twenty-feven ofhcers killed and

U'ounded ; about forty of the Britifh troops, and two or

three ofTicers ; the lofs on our fide but incoufiderable. I besr

leave to refer you to him for a more particular account, and

alfo for his relation of the diftrefles of our prifoners.—

Colonels Miles and Atlee's letter, mentioned above, upon

this fubjedl, vi'as through miftake fent from hence yefterday

morning. The mode of relief propofed by them was a

credit or fupply of cafh through the meails of A-lr. Franks.

This feems to be doubtful, as he is faid to be in confine-

ment by colonel Cadwallader,—provided it would have been

otherwife pra£licable.

I have the honor to be, &C. G. W.
P. S. Your favor of the fixteenth was duly received.—My

letter to the board of war, on the fubjedl of the return of

the Waldeckers, 1 prefume you will have (ccn.

Sir, Newark, November 23, 1776.

t HAVE not yet heard that any provifion is making

to fupply the place of the troops compofing the flying camp,

whofe departure is now at hand. The fituation of our

affairs is truly critical, and fuch as requires uncommon ex:;r-

VoL. I. Y tions
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tions on our part. From the movements of the enemy, and

the' information we have received, they certainly will make

a pufh to pofTefs themfelves of this part of the Jerfey.—In

order that you may be fully apprised of our weaknefs, and

of the neceflity there is of our obtaining early fuccours, I

have, by the advice of the general officers here, diredled

general MifFlin to wait on you. He is intimately acquainted

with our circumflances, and will reprefent them better than

my hurried ftate will allow.

I have wrote to general Lee to corae over with the conti-

nental regiments immediately under his command: thofe

with general Heath I have ordered to fecure the pafles

through the Highlands. I have alfo -wrote to governor

Livingfton requclling of him fuch aid as may be in his

power ; and would fubmit it to the confideration of Con-

grefs whether application fhould not be made for part of the

Pennfylvania militia to ftep forth at this preffing time.

Before I conclude, I would mention, if an early and im-

mediate fupply of money could be fent to Mr. Dalham to

pay the flying-camp troops, it might have a. happy effeiSt.

They would fubfift themfelves comfortably on their return,

provide many neceflaries of which they are in great want •,

and moreover it might be the means of inducing many, after

feeing their friends, to engage again.

I expected, on coming here, to have met with many of

the militia, but find from inquiry that there are not more

than from four to five hundred at the different pofts.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W.

Sir, Newark, November 27, 1776.

I DO myfelf the honor to acknov/ledge the receipt of

your favors of the twenty-firft and twenty-fourth, with their

feveral inclofures. The execution of the refolves has been

and will be attended to -as far as in my power.

I have wrote to general Schuyler to fend down as early

as
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as poflible the troops in the northern department from this

and the ftate of Pennfylvania. The propofitiori for exchang-

ing Mr. Franklin for general Thompfon I fliall fubmit to

general Howe, as foon as circumftances v/ill allow me*

I have notliing In particular to advife you of, refpeding

the enemv, more than that they are advancing this way. Part

of them hare paffed the FafTaic ; and I fuppofe the main body

that they have on this fide the North-river would have done

the fame before now (as they are coming on), had their pro-

grefs not been retarded by the weather which has been

rainy for feveral days paft. I have fcouts and detachments

conilantly out to harrafs them and watch their motions, and

to gain, if poflible, intelligence of their defigns.

Colonel Miles, who has been permitted to go to PhiladeU

phia for a few days by general Howe, will deliver you this,

and inform you of the dillreffes of our prifoners, and the ne-

ceflity of effecting their exchange as far as we have prifoners

to give in return.

By a letter from the board of war on the fubjeci of an

exchange, they mention that feveral of the prifoners in our

hands have enlifted. It is a meafure, I think, that cannot

be juilified, though the precedent is furnilhed on the fide of

the enemy : nor do 1 conceive it good in point of policy.

But, as it has been done, I (hall leave it with Congrefs to

order them to be returned or not, as they ihall judge fit.

I have the honor to be, &C. G. Vv .

Sin BrurifvJiC, November ^Oi 177^'

I HAVE been honored with your favor of the twen-

ty-Gxth, and with its inclofutes, by w'hich I perceive the

meafures that have been adopted for forwarding a rein-

forcement of militia. Their arrival is much to be wilhed,

the fituation of our affairs being truly alarming, and fuch a^

demands the earlieft aids. As .general Mifflin's prefeuce

mav have a happy influence on the difpofuion and temper of

y 2 many
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many of the affociators, I fiiall not direti: his return fo lon^

as he can be done without, and till it becomes hidifperif;iblv

jieceliary.

On thurfday morning I left Newark, and arrived here yef'

terday with the troops that were there. It was the opinion

of all the generals who were with me, that a retreat to thia

place was requifite,- and founded in neceflity, as our force

was by no means fulficient to make a ftand, v/ith the leaft

probability of faceefs, again ft an enemy much fuperior in

jiumbcr, and whofe advanced guards were entering the town

by the time our rear got out. It was the wifh of all to

have remained there longer, and to have halted before we
came thus far : but, upon due confideration of our ftrength,

the circumftances attending the eniiftment of a great part of

our little force, and the frequent advices that the enemy

were embavkino; or about ta embark another detachment for

Staten-Ifland with a view of landing at Amboy to co-ope-

rate with this, whicli feemed to be confirmed by the infor*

mation of feme perfons who cam^e from the idand, that they

were colleiSIing and imprefling all the waggons they could

find,—it was judged neceffary to proceed till we came here,

not only to prevent their bringing a force to a£l upon our

front and rear, bat alfo that we might be more convenient

to oppofe any troops they might land at South-Amboy,

which many conjectured to be an objecl they had in view.

This conjeifture too had probability and fame advices to

fupport it.

i hoped we fhoiild have met with large and early fuccours

by this time : but as yet no great number of the militia of

this Itate has come in ; nor have I much reafon to expedl

that any confiderable aid will be derived from the counties

which lie beyond :his river, and in which the enemy are.

Their fituation will prevent it in a great meafurc from thofe

parts where they are, provided the inclinations of the people

were good. Added to this, I have no affurances that more

ihan a very few of the troops compofing the flying camp wii\^

2 remain



OFFICIAL LETT EP.S. 325

temain after the time of their engagement is out : fo far

from it, I am told that fome of general Ewing's brigade,

who ftand engaged to the firfl of January, are now going

away. If thofe go whofe fcrvice expires this day, our force

will be reduced to a mere handful.

From intelligence received this morning, one divifion of

the enemy was advanced lall night as far as Elizabethtown

and fome of their quarter- mailers had proceeded about four

or five miles on this fide, to provide barns, &c, for their ac-

commodation- Other accounts fay another divifion, com-

pofed of Hefiians, are on the road through Springfiekl, and

are reported to have reached that place laft night. I do not

know how far their views extend : but I doubt not, they

mean to pu(h every advantage refulting from the fmall num-

ber and ftate of our troops.

I early begin to forward part of the fiiores from this place

towards Philadelphia. Many are gone^ the i-eil we are re-

moving, and hope to fecure.

I am, fir, very refpedfully, <S:c. G. W.

P. S. I have wrote to governor Livingfton, who is exert-

incr himfelf to throw in every affillance, and to have guards

placed at the ferries to prevent the return of the foki.iers who

iire not difcharged.

To the Board of IVar,

Hcad-^mrtfirsj Brunf^uk, No'jember 30, 1 776.

GE^•TLEMEN,

I AM to acknowledge the receipt of your fvvors of

tlip eighteenth, nineteenth, and twenty-third inftanr, which,

from the unfettled fituation of our affairs, I have not been

able to anfwer before. That of the eighteenth inclofes a lill

of ftores [imported] in the Hancock-and-Adams continental

fliip, and carried into Dartmouth in New-England,—with a

refolve of Congrefs to deliver the multets, powder, lead, and

Y 3
flints,
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flints, to my order. As the other articles of the cargo will

be full as ufeful to the army as thofe included in the refolvc,

I would advile that directions be given to have the whole

cargo removed from Dartmouth to iome fccure place in the

neighborhood of Philadelphia, and there depofited till calL

ed for. It is by no means proper that fo great a quantity of

military (lores fhould be lodged with the army, efpecially at

prefent, as we know not to-day where we (hall be obliged to

remove to-morrow: and that will in all probability be th?

cafe while the enemy continue with a light' army on this fide

the North- river.

In anfwer to that part of yours of the nineteenth in which

you afk my advice as to the propriety of enlifting prifoners

of war, I v/ould juft obfcrve, that, in my opinion, it is nei-

ther confident with the rules of war, nor politic ; nor cari

I think, that, becaufe our enemies have committed an unjuf-

tifiable ZicXion^ by enticing, and, in fome jnftances, intimi»

dating our men into their fervice, we ought to follow their

example. Before I had the honor of yours on this fubjeft,

I had determined to remonilrate to general Howe on this

head. As to thofe few who have already enlifted, I woul4

not have them again withdrawn and fent in, becaufe they

might be fubjected to punifhment: but I would have the

pradlice difcontinued in future. If you will revert to the

capitulation of St. John's and Chamblee, you will find an

exprefs (lipulation againfl the enhfting the prifoners taken

there.

' I remarked that the enhflment of prifoners was not a po-

litic flep :—my reafon is this, th^t in time of danger I have

always pbferved fuch perfons moft backward, for fear (I iup.j

pofe) of falling into the hands of their former mailers, from
^hom they cxpecl no mercy : and this fear they are apt ta

communicate to their fellow-fokiiers. They are alfo moft
ready to defert when any adion is e>:pe£led, hoping, b^'•

carrying intelligence, to fecure their peace.

I met captain Hefketh on the road j and, as the fituatlon
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of his family did not admit of delay, I permitted him to go
immediately to New-York, not having the leaft doubt but

getieral Howe will make a return of any officer of equal rank

who fhall be required.

I have the honor to be, kc. G. W.

SiJ^j Brunfivicy December I, 1776.

T "^ ESTERDAY had the honor of writing you, and

to advife you of our arrival here. I am now to inform you

that the enemy are ftill advancing, and that their van-guard

had proceeded as far as Bonem, a fmall town about four

miles this fide of Woodbridge, according to my lall intel-

ligence. As to their number, reports arc various. Some
fay they were joined yefterday by a confiderable reinforce-

ment from Staten-Idand. How far this facl may be true,

I cannot determine : but, from every information, before,

they were between fix and feven thoufand ftrong.

I have for fome time paft fuppofcd Philadelphia to be the

object of their movement, and liave every reafon to believe

my opinion well founded,—the advices of fundry perfons,

who have had an opportunity of mixing and converfing with

them on the march, agreeing that fuch is the report. I have

wrote to governor Livingilon upon the fubjeil, requcfting

his utmoft exertions to forward on every fucccur in liis

povv'er. The fame, I trull, will be attended to in Pennfyl-

vania. Without a fufficient number of men and arms, their

progrefs cannot be checked :—at prefcnt our force in totally

inadequate to any attempt.

Several officers belonging to the enemy, who were pri-

foners, have obtained permiffion to return. I have not yet

fent in the names of thofe belonging to us, that are to be

exchanged for them. By a Virginia paper, I perceive that

captain Morgan and lieutenant Heath, who were takeii pri-

foners at Quebec, and now on parole, are promoted in the

late arrangement of officers in that ftate,—the former to a

Y 4 regiment.
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regiment, the latter to a majority. It would be well if they

were releafed : but, being Virginians, and not knowing that

^njr gentleinen who were taken at the farne time are fo cir-

cumftanced, I have declined claiming their return without

the opinion of Congvefs, left I fliould inpur the charge of

partiality.

I have fent forward colonel Humpton to colleft proper

boats and crafr at the ferry for tranfporting our troops: and

it v/ill be of infinite importance to have every other craft,

^efules what he tikes for the above purpofe, fecured on the

weft fide of Delaware : otherwife they may fall into thq

enem.y's hands and facilitate their views.

I have the hquor to be, &c. G. "W.

P. S. IJciif after one o" clocky P, M.—^The enemy are faft

advancing : fome of them are now in fight- AH the men of

the Jerfey flying camp under general Heard, being applied

to, have refufed to continue longer in fervice.

Sir, JOcrcmber i, 1776, half after.fcven^ P. M.

IN a little time after I wrote you this evening, the

enemy appeared in feveral parties on the heights oppofitc

Brunfwic, and were advancing in a large body towards the

(:roflang-place. We had a fmart cannonade vv-hilll we were

paradino- our men, biit without any or but little lofs on eithev

fide. It being impoffible to oppofe .them with our prefent

force with the leaft profpeft of fuccefs, we (hall retreat to

the weft fide of Delaware (and have advanced about eight

rniles) where it is hoped we fhall meet a rehiforcement fulli-

cient to check their pragrefs. I have fent colonel Humpton

forward to colled the neceflary boats for ou" tranfportation,

and conceive it proper that the militia from Pennfylvanl:^

fhould be ordered towards Trenton, that they may be ready

to join US, and a>£l as occafion rnay require.

I am, fir, your moft obedient fervant, G. W,

5?. S. I wiih my letters, of yefterday may arrive fafe, being

informe4
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informed thr.t the return exprefs who had them was idling

his time, and Xliewing them on the road.

Sir, Princeton^ Dcccmhcr 2, 1776,

I ARRIVED here this morning with our troops be-

tween eight and nine o'clock, when I i-eceived the honor of

your letter of the firft with its inclofure.

When the enemy hrft landed on this fide the North-river,

I apprehended that they meant to make a pufli this way ; and

knowing that the force which I had was not fufiicient to op-

pofe them, I wrote to general Lee to crofs with the feveral

continental regiments in his divifion, and hoped he would

have arrived before now.—By fome means or other he has

been delayed.—I fuppofe he has paffed the river, as his let-

ter of the twenty-fixth ulthno mentioned that he had march-!-

ed a brigade the day before, and {hould follow the next him-

felf. The remainder of the troops I conceived neceflary to

guard the feveral pafles through the Highlands ; nor do I

think they can be called from thence. Their number is

very fmall, being reduced to very few by the departure of the

troops who flood engaged till the thirtieth ultimo.

I underlland there are now at Briilol feveral prifoners.

As their exchange at this time cannot be effedled witli pro-

priety, I think it will be neceflary, under the prefent fituation

of affairs, to have them removed immediately to fome more

interior place, upon their paroles. If they remain, they maj

be of infinite difadvantage.

I have the honor to be, &c. O. 'W*

[On the cutfidc of the foregoing letter^ vjh'ich 2s, as ufual,

addrejpd to the preJJdcnt of Congirfs, appears the foUov:^

big Ihiey to Mr. Peters, fecretary Jo the board of ivar.']

Sir, dlfpatch an exprefs immediately, to have the prifoners

^t Briaol removed. R- ^' Harrison,



330 GENERAL WASHlNGTON\S

Sir, Head-^iartcrsy Trentotiy Dec. 3, 1 7 76.

I ARRIVED here myfelf yeftevday morning with

tf\€ msiii body of the army, having left lord Stirling with

Jvs'o brigades at Princeton and that neighborhood, to watch

the motions of the enemy, and give notice of their approach.

I am informed that they had not entered Brunfv/ic yeflerday

mf>rning at nine o'clock, but were on the oppofite fide of the

Kariton.

Immediately on my arrival here, I ordered the removal of

2II the military and other ftores and baggage over the Dela-

vare : a great quantity arc already got over 5 and as foon as

the boats come u-p from Philadelphia, wc fhali load them ; by

which means I hope to have every thing fecured this night

and to-morrow, if we are not difturbed. After being dif-

cmcumbcred of my baggage and ftores, my future Ittuation

will depend entirely upon clrcumftances.

I have not heard a word from general Lee fmce the twen-

ty-fixth of laft month ; which furprifes me not a little, as I

have difpatched daily exprefles to him, defiring to know

when 1 might look for him. This makes me fearful that

my letters have not reached him. 1 am informed by report

thait general St. Clair has joined him with three or four regi-

ments from the northward. To know the truth of this, and

alfo when I may expecSl him, and with what numbers, I have

this minute difpatched colonel Steward (general Gates's

aide-de-camp) to meet general Lee and bring me an ac-

count.

I look out earneftly for the reinforcement from Philadel-

phia. I am in hopes, that, if vi-e can draw a good head of

men together, it will give fpirits to the militia of this flate,.

who have as yet afforded me little or no afliftance ; n>or can

I fmd they are likely to do much.

General Heard juft informs me that a perfon, on whofe

veracity he can depend, has reported to him that on funday

lad he counted a hundred and feventeen fail of fliips going

cut
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out of the Hook.— You m-ay depend upon being advifed in-

flantly of any further movement in the enemy's armv or

mine.—I have the honor to be, Sec. G. W.

Sir, T^rcntoti, December ^^ ^776-

SINCE I had the honor of addreffing you yefterday,

I received a letter from general Lee. On the thirtieth ulti-

mo he was at Pceklkili, and expe61:ed to pafs the river -wdth

his divifion two days after. From this intelllgeiice you will

readily conclude that he will not be able to airord us any

aid for feveral days. The report of general St. Clair's having

joined him with three or four regiments, 1 believe to be al-

togetI:er premature, as he mentions nothing of it. It has

^Tifen, as I am informed, from the return of fome of the

Jerfey and Pennfylvania troops from Ticonderoga, whofc

time of fervice is expired. They have reached Pluckemin

where I have wrote to liave them halted and kept together,

if they can be prevailed on, till further orders.

The inciofed is a copy of a letter which came to hand laft

night from major Clark, to which I beg leave to refer you

for the intelligence it contains,—The number of the enemy

faid to be embarked is fuppofed to be rather exaggerated.

That there has been an embarkation, is not to be doubted, it

being confirmed through various channels. By colonel Grif-

fin, who went from Brunfwic on funday morning with a

captain Sims, to pafs him by our guards, and who was de-

tained bv lord Cornwallis till monday evening on account of

his fituatlon, the amount of general Clinton's force, from

what he could collect from the officers, was about fix thou-

fand: as to their deftlnation, he could not obtain the leaft

information. By him I alfo learn the enemy were in Brunf-

wic, and that fome of their advanced parties had proceeded'

two miles on this fide. The heavy rain that has fallen has

probably checked their progrcfs, and may prevent their fur-

ther movement for fome time.

I have the honor to be, tvc. G. W.
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^0 Richard PeicrSj Efquire^ Secretary to the Board of IVar,

Sir, JJead-Sl^^arterSy 'Trenton^ Dec. 4, I776t

YOURS of the twentieth of laft month was deliver-

ed to me by the brigadier La Roche de Fei-inoy, who is now-

here, but unable to render me that fervice, which, I dare

fay, from his character, he would, were he better acquainted

with our language.

I yefterday received a letter from you without a date,

mentioning that the prifoners from York-town were diredl-

ed to halt at Newtown for my orders. On hearing they were

there, I fent colonel Moylan to conduct them, and the pri-

foners from Reading who arrived nearly at the fame time,

over towards Brunfwic, and deliver them in.

I hope you have not fent captain Price, lieutenant Pea-

cock, and major Campbell, on to this place, as it is highly

improper they (hould fee and know the fituaUpn of our army

here and at Princeton. They had better be fent up, under

the care of fome perfon, to Newtown or that neighborhood,

and there wait the arrival of fome larger party, who, I ima-

gine, will be foon forwarded from Lancafler, and go in with

them.

Lieutenant Symcs came over to me at Brunfwic from

Bethlehem without the leaft guard or efcort ; and a lieute-

nant of the feventh regiment went through our v/hole army,

and was at laft: difcovered by a mere accident. He had a

pafs from the council of fafety, and that was all. Such an

irregular mode of fufFering prifoners to go in alone rauft be

put a flop to, or the enemy will be as well acquainted with

our fituation as we are ourfelves. If they are left at liberty

to chufe their own route, they will always take that through

our army, for reafons too obvious to mention.

I am, fir, your moll obedient fervant, G. W.
I have been obliged to fend down a number of our Tick to

Philadelphiaj to make room for the troops, and to remove

thexxi
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them out of the way. Be pleafed to have feme care taken

to have them properly accommodated. I fiiould think part

of the Houfe-of-employmcnt might be procured for that

purpofe. I have ordered down an oilicer from each regiment,

and a furgeon's mate, if they can be fpared : but I hope they

will not want the affiilance of the vifiting phyficians of the

hofoital.

Sir, Trenfcfiy Dccejnher 5, 1776

AS nothing but necefhty obliged me to retire before

the enemy and leave fo much of the Jerfeys unprotected, I

conceive it my duty, and it correfponds with my inclination,

to make head againft them fo foon as there fhall be the leaft

probability of doing it with propriety. That the country might

in fome mcafure be covered, I left two brigades confifting of

the five Virginia regiments and that of Delaware, containing

in the whole about twelve hundred men fit for duty, under

the command of lord Stirling and general Stephen, at Prince-

ton, till the baggage and {lores could crofs the Delaware, or

the troops under their refpe£llve commands fliould be forced

from thence. I fliall now, having removed the greateft part

of the above articles, face about with fuch troops as are here

-fit for fervice, and march back to Princeton, and there go-

vern myfelf by circumftances and the movements of general

Lee. At any event, the enemy's progrefs may be retarded

by this means if they intend to come on, and the people's

fears in fome meafure quieted, if they do not. Sorry I am

to obferve, however, that the frequent calls upon the militia

of this (late, the want of exertion in the principal gentlemen

of the country, or a fatal fupinenefs and infenfibility of dan-

ger till it is too late to prevent an evil that was not only

forefeen but foretold, have been the caufes of our late dif-

graces.

If the militia of this ftate had flepped forth in feafon (and

timely notice they had), we might have jprevented the enemy's

croiTing
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crofling the Hackinfac, although withouf fome previous notictf

of the time and place it was impofhble to have done this iat

the North-river. Wc might with equal probability of fuc-

cefs have made a ftand at Brunfwic on tiie Rariton. But

as both thcCe rivers were fordable in a variety of places (knee*

ideep only), it required many men to deTeiid the pafles ; and

thefe we had not. At Hackinfac our force was infufficient,

becaufe a part was at Eiizabethtown, Amboy, and Brunf-

wic, guarding a coaft whicli 1 thought moft expofcd to dan-

ger i and at Brunfwic, becaufe I was difappointed in my ex-

pectation of militia, and becaufe on the day of the enemy'^s

approach (and probably the occafion of it) the term of the

Jerfey and Maryland brigades' fervice expired j neither of

which would confent to (lay an hour longer.

Thefe, among ten thoufand other inftances, might be ad-

duced to ihew the difadvantages of fhort snliftments, and the

little dependence upon militia in times of real danger. But, as

yefterday cannot be recalled, I will not dwell upon a fubjeft

which, no doubt, has given much uneafinefs to Congrefs, as

well as extreme pain and anxiety to myfelf. My firft wifh

is that Congrefs may be convinced of the impropriety of re-

lying upon the militia, and of the neceffity of raifing a larger

{landing army than wliat they have voted. The faving in the

article of (lores, provifions, and in a thoufand other things,

by having nothing to do witli militia unlefs in cafes of extra-

^ ordinary exigency, and fuch as could not be expecled in the

common courfe of events, would amply fupport a large army,

which, well ofncered, would be daily improving, Inftead of

continuing a dcllrucStive, expenfive, and diforderly mob.

I am clear in opinion, that, if forty thoufand men had bee»

kept in conflant pay fince the lirll commencement of hofti-

lities, and the militia had been excufed doing duty during

that period, the continent would have faved money. When
I refiedl on the loifes we have fuftained for want of good

troops, the certainty of this is placed beyond a doubt in my
jnind. In. fuch cafe, the militia, who have been harrafled

and
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and tired by repeated calls upon them (and farming and ma-

nufa^ures in a manner fufpended), would, upon any preil-

ing etnergency, have run with alacrity to arms; whereas tlie.

cry now is, " they may be as well ruined in one way us aiv-

others" and with difhculty they are obtained.

I mention thefe things, to fliew, that, in my opinion, if

any dependence is placed in the militia another year, Coi5«

grefs will be deceived. When danger is a little removeii

from them, they will not turn out at all. When it com-es

home to them, the well-affeded, inflead of fiying to arms to

defend themfelves, are bufdy employed in removing tiicir

families and efFeds,— whilft the ditaffecled are coucertin^

meafures to maJce their fubmiilion, and fpread terror and

difmay all around, to induce others to follow the exampk.

—Daily experience and abundant proofs warrant this infor-

mation.

I {hall this day reinforce lord Stirling with about twelve

hundred men, which will make his number about two tliou-

fand four hundred. To-morrow I mean to repair to Prince-

ton myfelf, and ihall order the Peiuafylvania troops (who arc

not yet arrived, except part of the German baialliou aiid a

company of light infantry) to the fame place.

By my lall advices, the enemy are ftill at Brunfwic -, and

the account adds diat general Howe was expelled at EUza-

bethtown with a reinforcement, to erecl the king's f^andard,

and demand a fubmiilion of this itate. I can only give this as

a report brought from the enemy's camp by fome of the

country people.—I have the honor to be, &c. G. W,

SlR^ Traiiony Decemler 6, 1776,

I HAVE not received any intelligence of the enemy's

movements fmce my letter of yefterday. From every infor-

mation, they 11:111 remain at Brunfwic, except fome of their

parties who aie advanced a fmall diftance on this fide. 1 o-

dav

9



336 GENERAL WASHINGTON'S

day I fliall fet out for Princeton myfelf, unlefs fomething

fhould occur to prevent me, v/hlcli I do not expecSt.

By a letter of the fourteenth ultimo from a Mr. Caldwell, a

clergyman; and a ftaunch friend to the caufe, who has fled

from Eiizabethtown, and taken refuge in the mountains

about ten miles from hence, I am informed that general or

lord Howe was expedled in that town to publiih pardon

and peace. His words are, " I have not feen his proclama-

tion, but can only fay he gives fixty days of grace, and par-

dons from the Congrefs down to the committee. No
one man in the continent is to be denied his mercy."—In

the language of this good man, the lord deliver us from his

mercy \

Your letter of the third, by major Livingflon, was duly

received. Before it came to hand, I had viTote to general

Howe about governor Franklin's exchange, but am not cer*

tain whether the letter could not be recovered. I difpatch-

cd a meffenger inftantly for that purpofe.

I have the honor to be, Sic. G. W.

Sir, Mr. Berkley's Summer Seat, Dec, 8. I 776.

COLONEL Reed would inform you of ihe intelli-

gence which I firfb met v,'ith on the road from Trenton to

Princeton yefterduy. Before I got to the latter, I received

a fecond exprefs informing me, that, as the enemy were ad-

vancing by different routes, and attempting by one to get in

the rear of our troops which were there (and whofe num-

bers were fmall, and the place by no means defenfible), they

Lad judged it prudent to retreat to Trenton. The retreat

was accordingly made, and fince to this fide of the river.

This information I thought it my duty to communicate

as foon as pollible, as there is not a moment's time to be

loft in aflembling fuch force as can be collefted ; and as

the objetSl of the enemy cannot now be doubted in the

fmalkft
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fnialleft degree. Indeed I fliall be out in my conjedure (for

it is only conjedure) if the late embarkation at New-York
is not for Delaware river, to co-operate with the army under

the immediate command of general Howe, who, I am in-

formed from good authority, is with tjie Britifh troops and

his whole force upon this route.

I have no certain intelligence of general Lee, aUhou(;h I

have fent frequent exprefTes to him, and lately a colonel

Humpton to bring me fome accurate accounts of his fituation.

I laft night difpatched another gentleman to him (major

Hoops) de.lring he would haflen his march to the Delaware,

in which I would provide boats near a place called Alexan-

dria, for the tranfportation of his troops.—I cannot account

for the flownefs of his march.

In the difordered and moving ftate of the army, I cannot

get returns : but, from the bed accounts, we had between

three thoufand and three thoufand five hundred men, before

the Philadelphia militia and German batallion arrived:—
they amount to about two thoufand.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W.

Sir, Hsad-^wrtcrs, Trenton Fallsy Dec. 9, 1 776.

I DID myfclf the honor of writing to you yeflerday,

and informing you that I had removed the troops to this lidc

of the Delaware. Soon after, the enemy made their appear-

ance, and their van entered juft as our rear guard quitted.

We had removed all our (lores, except a few boards.—Froni

the bed iiiformation, they are in two bodies, one at and near

Trenton, the other fome miles higher up, and inclining to-

wards Delaware ; but whether whh intent to crofs tliere, or

throw themfelves between general Lee and me, is yet un-

certain.

I have this morning detached lord Stirling with his brjw

gade, to take poft at the different landing-placesj and prevent

them from ftealing a match upon us from above ; for I am

Vol. I. 2 informe(^ji
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Informed, if they crofs at Coryel's ferry or thereabouts, they

are as near to Philadelphia, as we are here. From feveral

accounts I am led to think that the enemy are bringing boats

with them : if fo, it will be impofhble for our fmall force to

give them any confiderable oppoGtion in the palTage of the

river, \^us they )naf\ make a feint at one place, and, by a fud-

den removal, carry their boats higher or lower before we can

bring our cannon to play upon them.

tJntter thefe circumflances, the fecurlty of Philadelphia

fliould be our next obj eft.-—From my own remembrance,

but more from information (for I never viewed the ground),

i fhould think that a communication of lines and redoubts

miglu foon be formed from the Delaware to Schuylkill on

the norlli entrance of the city, the lines to begin on the

Schuylkill fide, about the heights of Springatebury, and run

eallward to Delaware, upon the mo(l advantageous and

commanding grounds. If fomething of this kind is not

done, the enemy might, in cafe any misfortune (hould befall

U3, march directly in, and take pofTeffion. We have ever

found that lines, however flight, are very formidable to

them : tliey would at leall give a clieck till people could re-

cover of the fright and conflernation that naturally attends

:he ilrft appearance of an enemy.

In the mean time every ftep Oiould be taken to colledt

force, not only from Pennfylvania, but from the moft neigh-

borly dates. If we can keep the enemy from entering Phila-

delphia, and keep the communication by water open for fup-

plies, we may yet make a ftand, if the country Vv'ill come to

our alhilancc till our new levies can be collected.

If the meafure of fortifying the city fliould be adopted,

fome Ikilful perfon fhould immediately view the grounds,

and begin to trace out the lines and works. I am informed

there is a French engineer of eminence in Philadelphia at

this time : if fo, he will be the molt proper.

; I have the honor to be, 8:c. G. W.
-P. S- I Ivive juft received the inclofed from general Heath.

—General
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—General Mifflin is this moment come up, and tells me tliat

all the military (lores yet remain in Philadelphia. This makes

the immediate fortifying of the city fo neceffary, that I have

defired general Mifflin to return to take charge of the flores,

and have ordered major-gSneral Putnam immediately down

io fupeririterid the works and give the necefFary directions.

Sir, Head-^artersy FalU ofDelavjarc, Dec. 10, 1776.

Since I had the honor of addrefilng you yeflerday,

nothing of importance has occurred.—In rerpe6l to the

enemy's movements, I have obtained no other information

than that they have a number of parties patroling up and

down the river, particularly above. As yet they have not

attempted to pafs ; nor do any of their patroles, though

fome are exceedingly fmall, meet with the leafc interruption

from the inhabitants of Jerfey.

By a letter received laft night from general Lee, of the

eighth inflant, he was then at Morriftown, where he en-

tertained thoughts of eflablifliing a poft : but, on receiving

my difpatches by major Hoops, I fhould fuppofe he would be

convinced of the necefllty of his proceeding this way with all

the force he can bring.

I have the honor to be, &:c. G. W.
P. S. N'me o'clock^ A. M.—I this minute received in-

formation that the enemy Vv^ere repairing the bridges three

or four miles below Trenton ; which feems to indicate an

intention of their paffrng lower down, and fuggefts to me

the necefllty that fome attention fhould be had to the fort at

Billingfport, left they fhould pofTefs themfelves of it; the

confideration of which I beg leave to fubmit to Congrefs.

—

I have wrote to the council of fafety on the fubjcdl.

Z 2
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Sir, Head-QuarterSy Falls of Delaware^ Dec. 1 1, 1776.

AFTER 1 had wrote you yefterday, I received cer-

tain information that the enemy, after repairing Crofwix's

bridge, had advanced a party of about five hundred to Bor-

dentown. By their taking this route, it confirms me in my
opinion, that they have an intention to land between this

and Philadelphia, as well as above, if they can procure boats

for that purpofe.

I laft night directed commodore Seymour to flation all his

galiies between Bordentown and Philadelphia, to give the

earlieft intelligence of any appearance of the enemy on the

Jerfey fhore.

I yefterday rode up the river about eleven miles, to lord

Stirling's poll, where I found a prifoner of the forty-fecond

regiment who had been juft brought in. He informed me
that lord Cornwaliis was at Pennytown with two batallions

of grenadiers, and three of light infantry, all Britifh, the

HefTian grenadiers, the forty-fecond Highland regiment, and

two other batallions, the names of which he did not remember.

He knew nothing of the reafons of their being aflembled

there, nor vvhat were their future intentions. But I laft

night received information from my lord Stirling, which had

been brought in by his fcouts, which in fome meafure ac-

counted for their being there. They had made a forced march

from Trenton on funday night, to Coryei's ferry, in hopes

of furprifing a luflicient number of boats to tranfport them ;

but, finding themfelves difappointed, had marched back to

Pennytown, where they remained yefterday. From their

feveral attempts to feize boats, it does not look as if they

had brought any with them, as I was at one time informed.

I laft night fent a perfon over to Trenton, to learn whether

there was any appearance of building any : but he could not

perceive any preparations for a work of that kind ; fo that I

am in hopes, if proper care is taken to keep all the craft out

of
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of their way, they will find the eroding Delaware a matter

of confulerable diificulty.

I received another letter from general Lee laft evening .,

it was dated at Chatham (which I take to be near Morrif-

town) the eighth of this month. He had then received

my letter fent by major Hoops, but feemcd {till inclined to

hang upon the enemy's rear, to which I fhould have no ob-

jedtion, had I a fufficient force to oppofe them in front : but

as I have not at prefent, nor do I fee much probability of

further reinforcement, I liave wrote to him in the moft preiT-

ing terms, to join me with all expedition.

Major Sheldon, who commands the volunteer horfe from

Connecticut, waits upon Congrefs to ellabliih fome mode of

pay. I can only fay that the fervice of himfelf and his troop

has been fuch as merits the warmeft; thanks of the public,

and deferves a hand fome compenfation for their trouble.

Whatever is fettled now, will ferve for a precedent in fu-

ture.—From the experience I have had, this campaign, of

the utility of horfe, I am convinced there is no carrying on

the war without them j and I would therefore recommend

the eftabiifhment of one or more corps (in proportion to the

number of foot) In addition to thofe already raifed in Vir-

ginia. If major Sheldon would undertake the command

of a regiment of horfe on the continental eflablilhment, I

believe he could very foon raife them ; and I can recommend

him as a man of aftivity and fpirit, from what I have feen of

him.— I have the honor to be, &c. G. W.

Sir, Trenton Falls, December 12, 1776.

I LAST night received the favor of Mr. Thompfon's

Jetter inclofing the proceedings of Congrefs, of the eleventh

inftant.—As the publication of their refolve, in my opinion,

will not lead to any good end, but, on the contrary, may be at-

tended with fome bad confequences, I (hall take the liberty

to decline iafcrting it in this day's orders. I am perfuaded,

Z3 if
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if the fubje6l is taken up and reconfidered, that Congrefs

will concur with me in fentinient. I doubt not but there are

fomc wliO have propagatej the report : but what if they

have? Their remaining in or leaving Philadelphia mufl be

governed by circumftances and events. If their departure

fhould become neceiTary, it will be right : on the other hand,

if there fhould not be a neceffity for it, they will repnain, and

their continuance vylU fliew the report to be the production

of calumny and falfehood. In a word, fir, I conceive it ^

matter that may be as well difrcgarded j and that the re-

nioval or (laying of Congrefs, depending entirely upon

events, fliould not have been the fubjedt of a refolve.

The intelligence we obtain rcfpeding the movements and

Ctuation of the enemy is far from being fo certain and fatif-

faftory as I could wifh, though every probable means in my

power, and that I can devife, are adopted for that purpofe.

The latefl I have received was from lord Stirling laft night.

He fays that two grenadiers of the Inniflcijlen regiment,

who were taken and brought in by fome countrymen, in-

form that generals Howe, Cornwallis, Vaughan, Sec, with

sbout Hx tJioufand of the ilying army, were at Pennytown,

vw-aiting for pontoons to come up, with which they mean to

pafs the river near the Blue Mounts, or at Coryel's ferry,

—

they believe, the latter ;— that the two bataUions of guards

were at Brunfwic, and the Hcflian grenadiers, chafTeurs, and

^ re^^iment or two of Britifli troops, are at Trenton.

Captain Miller of colonel Hand's regiment alfo informs

me, that a body of the enemy were marching to Burlington

veficrday morning. He had been fent over with a flrong

fcouting party, and, at day-break, fell in with their advanced

guards conGfling of about four hundred HefFiari troops, who

tired upon him before they were difcovered, but whhout any

lofs, and obliged him to retreat with his p^rty and to take

boat. The number of the v/hole he could not afcertain ;

but it appeared to be conuderable. Captain Miller's ac-

count is partly confirmed by commodore Seymour who re-

'•
"

ports
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ports that four or five hundred of the enemy had entered the

town. Upon the whole, there can be no doubt but that

Philadelphia is their objecl, and that they will pafs the De-

laware as foon as poflible. Happy fhould I be if I could fee

the means of preventing theju : at prefent, I confefs, I do

jiot. All military writers agree that it is a work of great

difficulty, nay impracticable, where tliere is any extent of

cozit to guard. This is the cafe with us; and we have to

do it with a force, fmall and inconfiderable, and much Infer

Tier to that of the enemy. Perhaps Congrefs have fome

hope and profpecl of reinforcements : I have no intelligence

of die fort, and wifh to be informed on the fubjett. Our

little handful is daily decreafmg by ficknefs and other caufes :

and, M'ithout aid, without confiderable fuccours and exertions

on the part of the people, what can wc reafonably look for

or expect, but an event that will be feverely felt by the com-

mon caufe, and that will wound the heart of every virtuous

American,—the lofs of Philadelphia .? The fubjec^ is dif-

agreeable : but yet it is true. I will leave it, wifhing that

our fitualion may become fuch as to do away the apprehen-

fions which at this time feem to fill the minds of too .many,

and with too much jufllce.

By a letter froin general Heath, dated at Peekfklll, the

eighth, I am advifed that lieutenant-colonel Vofe was then

there with Greaton's, Bond's, and Porter's regiments,

amounting in the whole to between five and fix hundred

men, who were coming this way. He adds that generals

Gates and Arnold would be at Gofhen that night, with

Stark's, Poor's, and Read's regiments ; but for what pur-

pofe, he does not raeniion.

The inclofed extradl of a letter which I received laft

nicht contains intelligence of an agreeable nature. I wifli to

hear its confirmation by the arrival of the feveral prizes

:

that with clothing and arms will be an invaluable acquifi-

tion.

} iliall be glad to be advlfgd of tlie mode I am to obferve

' '
• .2 4

'

in
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in paying the officers ; whether they are to be allcv/ed to

draw the pay lately eftablifhed, and from what time, or how

long they are to be paid under the old eftablifhment. A pay-

roll which was prefented yefterday, being made up for the

new, has given rife to thefe propofitions. Upon my objecl-

jng to it, I was told that Congrefs or the board of wai had

cftabliftied the precedent, by paying the fixth regiment of

Virginia troops commanded by colonel Buckner, agreeable

to the latter, as they came through Philadelphia.

I have the honor to be, Sec. G. W.

Sir, Head-^wrtcfs, Trenton Falls, .Dec. 13, TyyS.

THE apparent defigns of the enemy being to avoid

this ferry, and land their troops above and below uSj have

induced me remove from this place the greater part of the

troops, and throw them into a different airpofition on the

river, whereby I hope not only to be more able to impede

their paffage, but alfo to avoid the danger of being inclofed

in this angle of the river. And notwithftanding the extend-

ed appearances of the enemy on the other fide, made, at

lead in part, to divert our attention from any particular

point as vi-ell as to harrafs us by fatigue, I cannot diveft my-

felf of the opinion that their principal defign is to ford the

river fomevvhere above Trenton ; to which defign I have had

particular refpeft in the new arrangem.ent, wherein I am fo

far happy as to have the concurrence of the general officers

at this place.

Pour brigades of the arm)', under generals lord Stirling,

Mercer, Stephen and De Fermoy, extend from Yardley's up

to Cory el's ferry, polled in fuch a manner as to guard every

fufpicious part of the river, and to afford affiftance to each

other in cafe of attack. General Ewing, v/ith the flying

camp of Pennfylvania, and a few Jerfey troops under general

Pickinfon, are polled from Yardley's ferry down to the

ferry oppoGte Bordentown. Colonel Cadwallader, with the

Pennfylvani^ wUti^j oct;u^ies tb? grguuU above an4 below

the
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tlie moutli of Nefliaminy river as far down as Dunk'i ferry, -at

which place colonel Nixon is poiled with the third batalUoii

of [Pennjyhanla']. A proper quantity of artillery is appointed

to each brigade ; and I have ordered fmall redoubts to be

thrown up oppoHte every place where there is a pofhbility

of fording.—1 fiiall remove farther up the river to be near

the main bovly of my fmull army, with which every pofTible

oppofition fliall be giveii to any further approach of the

enemy towards Philadelphia.

As general Armflrong has a good deal of influence in this

ftate, and our prcfent force is fmali and inconfiderable, I

think he cannot be better employed than to repair to the

counties Mhere his intercil lies, to animate the people, pro-

mote the recruiting fervice, and encourage the militia to

come in. He will alfo be able to form a proper judgment

of the places fuitable for magazines of provifion to be col-

lected. I have requefted him to wait upon Congrefs on this

fubjefl : and if general SmalKvood fliould go to Maryland

on the fame bufmefs, I think it would have a happy eftefl

:

he is popular and of great influence, and, I am perfuaded,

would contribute greatly to that date's furnifhing her quot^

of men in a little time. He is now in Philadelphia.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. V/.

Sir, Head-garters^ at Keith^s^ Dec 15, 1776.

ABOUT one o'clock to-day I received a letter frorn

general Sullivan, a copyof v/hich you have inclofed. I will

jiot comment on the melancholy intelligence which it con«i

tains, only adding that I ilncerely regret general Lee's un-

happy fate, and feel much for the lofs of my country in his

captivity.

In refpcct to the enemy, they have been induftrious in

their attempts to procure boats and fmail craft : but as yet

their efforts have not fucceeded. From the lateft advices

that 1 have of their movemeats by fome prlfoners anti others,

ilxy
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they appear to be leaving Trenton, and to be filing off tOy

wards Princeton and Allentown. What their defigns are,

whether they mean to retreat, or only a feint, cannot be de-

termined. I have parties out to watch their motions, and to

form, if polFible, an accurate opinion of their plans.

Our force, fmce my la.ft, has received no augmentation,

—

of courfe, by ficknefs and other caufes, has diminifhed : but

I am advifed by a k,tter from the council of fafety, which

juft came to hand, that colonels Burd and Gilbreath arc

marching with their batallions of militia, and alfo that fome

frnall parties are affembling in Cumberland county. * * *

I have the honor to be. Sic. Q. W.

Sir, Head-.^iarters^ at Kehh's^ Dec. l6, 1 776.

IN a late letter which I had the honor of addrefling

you, I took the liberty to recommend that more batallions

fhould be raifed for the new army than what had been

TCted. Having fully confidercd the matter, I am more and

more convinced not only of the propriety but of the necef-

f:ty of the meafure. That the enemy will leave nothing

un-efTayed in the courfe of the next campaign to reduce

thefe ftatcs to the rule of a moll * * *, mull be obvious

to every one ; and that the millila is not to be depended on,

or aid expecled from them but in cafes of tlic mod prefFmg

emers^ency, is not to be doubted. The firfl of thefe propafi-

tions is unqueftionable, and fatal experience has given her

fan£llon to the truth of the latter: indeed their lethargy of

late, and backwardnefs to turn out at this alarming crifis,

feem to juflify an apprehenfion that nothing can bring them

from their homes. For want of their affiftance, a large part

of Jeriey has been expofcd to ravage and to plunder •, nor

do I know that Pennfylvania would fhare a better fate, could

general Howe effect a paffage acrofs the Delaware with a

refpeclable force. Thefe confiderations have induced me to

wifli that no reliance, except fuch as may arifc from ncccffity,

ftaould
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l^ould ever be had in them again ; and to make further men-

tion to Congrefs of the expediency of increafing their army.

—I tru.fl the meafure will meet their earlieft attention.

Had I leifure and were it neceflary, I could fay much

upon this head : but, as I have not, and the matter is well

underftood, I will not add much. By augmenting the

number of your batallions, you will augment your force : the

officers of each will have their interefl and influence ; and,

upon the whole, their numbers will be much greater, though

they (hould not be complete. Added to this, from the pre-

fent confufed ftate of Jerfey, and the improper appointment

of officers in many inilances, I have little or iio expectation

that (he will be able to raife all the troops exa£led from her,

though I think it might be done, were fuitable fpiiited

gejfitleroen commiffioned, who would exert themfelves, and

encourage the people, many of whom (for a failure in this

inftance, and who are well difpofed) are making their fub-

mdffions.— In a word, tlie next will be a trying campaign ;

and as all that is dear and valuable may depend upon the

ifTue of it, I would advife that nothing fhould be omitted,

that fliall feem neceflary to our fuccefs. Let us have a re-

fpe£lable army, and fuch as will be competent to every exi-

gency.

I will alfo add that the critical fituatipn of our affairs, and

the dilfolution of our prefent force (now at hand), require

that every nerve and exertion be employed for recruiting the

new batallions. One part of general Howe's movements at

this time, I believe, is with a defign to diftracl us and pre-

vent this bufinefs. If the inclemency of the weather fhould

force him into winter-quarters, he will not remain there

longer tlian necelTity (liall oblige him : he will commence his

operations in a iliort fpace of time; and in that time our

levies mull be made up, to oppofe him, or I fear the mcft

p'ielancholy of all events mufl take place.

The inclofed extract of a letter from the commilTary-ge-

neral will flicw his demands for money, and his plans for

procuring
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procuring falfed provifjons and a quantity of flour from the

fouthwarcK The whole is fuornitted to the confideratjon of

Congrefs j and I wifh the rtrfult of their opinion to be tranf-

mittcd hi'.fT, with fucli fuppaes of money as may be neceflary

for hinarelf and the departments he mentions.

The clothing of the troops is a matter of infinite import-

ante, and, if it could be accomplifhed, would have a happy

effect. Their diftrefies are extremely great, many of them

being entireiy tiaked, and nicft fo thinly clad as to be unfit

for fcrvice. I muft entreat Congrefs to write to the agents

and contraiQors upon this fubje£l, that every poffible fiipply

may be procured and forwarded vidth the utmofl expedition.

I cannot attend to the bufuiefs myfeif, having more than I

can poffibly do befides.

1 have the honor to be, Src. G. W.

Sir, Cumpy ahove Trerjton /a/7.>-, Dec. 20, 1 776.

I HAVE waited v/ith much impatience to Jcnow the

determinations of Congrefs on the propofitions made fome

time in Odtober lafh for augmenting our corps of artillery and

eflablifliing a corps of engineers, '["he time is now come when

the firft. cannot be delayed without the greateft injury to the

fafety of thefe ftates ; and therefore, under the refolution of

Congrefs bearing date the twelfth inflant, at the repeated

jr^ftances of colonel Knox, and by the prefTmg advice of all

the general ofhcers now here, I have ventured to order three

bataUions of artillery to be immediately recruited. Thefe

are two lefs than colonel Knox recommends, as you will fee

bv his plan inclofed : but then this fcheme comprehends all

the United States, whereas fome of the ftates have corps

already eftabliHied, and thefe three batallions are indifpenfa-

blv neceflary for the operations in this quarter, including the

northern department.

The pay of our artillerifts bearing no proportion with

that ia the Englifti or French fervice,—the murmuring and

diffatisfadlion
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diflatlsfaQiGn thereby occafioned, and the abfolute impoffi-

bility (as I am told) of getting them upon the old terms.

—

and the unavoidable necelFity of obtaining them at all events^

-T-have induced me (alfo by advice) to promife oflicers and

men that their pay fhoukl be augmented twenty-five per

cent, or that their engagements (hall become null and void.

This m.ay appear to Congrefs premature and unwarrantable.

But, fir, if they view our fiLuation in the light it ilrlke-s their

officers, they will be convinced of the utility of the mcjfure,

and tliat the execution could not be delayed till after their

meeting at Baltimore. In (hort, the prefent exigency of our

affairs will not admit of delay either in council or the field :

for well convinced I am, that, if the enemy go into quarter*

at all, it will be for a (liort feaibn. Eut I rather think the

defign of general Howe is to poflcfs himfelf of Pliiladelphia

this winter, if polTible ; and in truth I do not fee ivhat is to

prevent him, as ten days more will put an end to the exig-

ence of our army. That one great point 19 to keep us as

much harrafied as pofiible, with a view to iiijure the recruit-

ing fervice and hinder a colle£liou of ftores and other ne-

celVaries for the next campaign, I am as clear in, as I am of

my exigence. If therefore,— [^ivock'] we have to provide in

this fhort Interval, and make thefc great and arduous prepa-

rations,—every matter that in its nature is fe If evident is to

be referred to Congrefs at tl^e diflance of a hundred and

thirty or forty miles, fo much time muft necelTarily elapfe,

as to defeat the end in view.

It may be faid that this is an application for powers tliat

are too dangerous to be entrufted. 1 can only add that de-

fperate difeafes require defperate remedies ; and with truth

declare that I have no luft after power, but vvifti with as

much fervency as any man upon this wide-extended conti-

nent for an opportunity of turning the fword into a plough-

jfliare. But my feelings, as an officer and a man, have been

fuch as to force me to fay that no perfon ever Iiad a greater

choice of diihcukiss to contend wjih than I have.— It is,

nee die fs
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needlefs to add that {hort enliflments, and a miflaken de-

pendence upon militia, have been the origin of all ciir miC-

fortunes and the great accumulation of our debt.

We find, fir, that the enemy are daily gathering ftrength

from the difaffedled. This flrength, like a fnow-ball, by

rolling, will iacreafe, unlefs feme means can be devifed to

check efFe6lually the progrefs of the enemy's arms. Militia

may pofiibly do it for a little while : but In a little while alfo,

the militia of thofe flates which have been frequently called

upon will not turn out at all ; or, if they do, it will be with

fo much reludlance and lloth, as to amount to the fame

thing :—inflance, New-Jerfey I—witnefs, Pennfylvania !

—

Could any thing but the river Delaware have faved Phlla-

dephia ?—Can any thing (the exigency of the cafe indeed may

jullify it) be more deftruiSlive to the recruiting fefvice, than

giving ten dollars bounty for fix weeks' fervlce of the mili-

tia, who come In, you cannot tell how,—go, you cannot tell

when,—and a6t, you cannot tell where,—confume your pro-

vifions, exhaud your ilores, and leave you at laft at a cri-

tical moment ?

Thefe, fir, are the men I am to depend upon, ten days

hence : this is the bafis on which your caufe will and muft

forever depend, till you get a large {landing army fufficient

of itfclf to oppofe the enemy. I therefore beg leave to give

it as my humble opinion, that eighty-eight batallions are

by no means equal to the oppofition you are to make, and

that a moment's time is not to be loll in ralfing a greater num-
ber,—not lefs, in my opinion and the opinion of my officers,

than a hundred and ten. It may be urged that it will be

found difficult enough to complete the firfl number. This

may be true, and yet the officers of a hundred and ten ba-

tallions will recruit many more men, than thofe of eighty-

eight. In my judgment this Is not a time to fland upon

expenfe : our funds are the only objedl of confideration.

The (late of New-York have added one batallion (I wilh

they had made it two) to their quota.—If any good officers

offer
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ofFer to raife men upon continental pay and eftablifhment ia

this quarter, I ftiall encourage them to do fo, and regiment

them when they have done it. If Congrefs difapprove of

this proceeding, they will pleaie to iignify it, as I mean it for

the beft.

It may be thought that I am going a good deal out of the

line of my duty, to adopt thefe meafures, or to advife thus

freely. A charadler to lofe,—an eflate to forfeit,—tlie in-

eftimable bleflings of liberty at fkake,—and a life devoted,—

muft be my excufe.

I have heard nothing of the lighthorfe from Virginia,

ttor the regiment from the Eaftern-Shore. I wifii to knov/

what troops are to a£t in the different departments, and to

have thofe from the fouthward (deligned for this place) or-

dered on as faft as they fhall be ralfed. The route fiiould

be pointed out by which they are to march ; affillant-com-

miffaries and quarter- mafters upon the communication, to

fupply their wants ; the firft or fecond officer of each batal-

lion to forward them, and the other to come on, receive and

form them at their place of deftinatlon. Unlefs this is imme-

diately fet about, the campaign, if it fhould be clofed, will

be opened in the fpring before we have any men in the

field.

Every exertion fhould be ufed to procure tents : a

clothier-general fliould be appointed without lofs of time for

fupplying the army with every article in that way :—he

ihould be a man of bufinefs and abilities. A commiffary of

prifoners muft be appointed to attend the army :— for want

of an officer of this kind, the exchange of prifoners has hten

conducted in a moft fhameful and injurious manner. We
have had them from all quarters puihed into our camps at

the moft critical jun£lures, and without the leaft previous

notice. We have had them travelling through the different

ftates in all directions by certificates from committees, with-

out any kind of control ; and have had inftances of fome

going into the enemy's camp without my privity or know-

7 ledge.
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ledge, after pafling In the manner before mentioned.—There

may be other officers necefl'ary which I do not recolle£l at

this time, and which, when thought of, muil be provided :

for this, fir, you may rely on, that the commanding officer,

under the prefent edabfifhrnent, is obhged to attend to the

bufmefs of fo many different departnients, as to render it

impofhble to conduct that of his own with the attention ne-

.cciTaryi— than which, nothing can be more injurious.

In a former letter, 1 intimated my opinion of the neceflity

of having a brigadier for every three regiments, and a major-

general to evety three brigades, at moft. I think no time is

to be loft in making the appointments, that the arrangements

may be confequent. This will not only aid the recruiting

fervice, but will be the readielt means of forming and dif-

cipHning the army afterwards, which, in the fliort time we

have to do it, is of amazing confcquence. I have labored,

ever fince 1 have been in tiie fervice, to difcourage all kinds

of local attachments and diilinclions of country, denomi-

nating the whole by he greatert name of ^ /Imcrican :'' but

I found it impoflible to over come prejudices ; and, under the

new eftablifliment, I conceive it bell to (lir up an emula-

tion i m order to do which, would it not be better for each

ftate to furniih (though not to appoint) their own briga-

diers ?—Thi,s, if known to be part of the eRablifliment,

might prevent a good deal of contention and jealoufy ; and

would, I believe, be the means of promotions going forward

with more fatisfa6tion, and quiet the higher ofliccrs.

Whilft. I am fpeaking of promotions, I cannot help giving

it as my opinion, that, if Congrefs think proper to confirm

what I have done with refpeit lo tlie corps of artillery, co-

lonel Knox (at prefent at the head of that department, but

who, without promotion, will refign) ouglit to be appointed

to the command of it, with the rank and pay of brigadier. I

have alfo to mention, that, for want of fume eftablifliment

in the department of engineers agreeable to the plan laid be-

fore Ccngrefs in OQober laif, colonel Putnam, who was at

8 the
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the head of it, has quilted, and taken a regiment in the

ftate of MalTachufetts. I know of no other man tolerably-

well qualified for the condu£ling of that bufmefs. None of

the French gentlemen v/hom I have feen with appointments

in that way appear to me to know any thing of the matter.

There is one in Philadelphia, who, I am told, is clever : but

him I have never feen.

I muft alfo once more beg leave to mention to Congrefs

the expediency of letting promotions be in a regimental line.

The want of this has already driven fome of the beft officers

that were in your army, out of the fervice. From repeated

and ftri£l inquiry I am convinced you can adopt no mode of

promotion that will be better received, or that will give

more general fatisfadlion. I wifli therefore to have it an-

nounced.

The calling of cannon is a matter that ought not to be

one moment delayed : and therefore I fhall fend colonel Knox

to put this in a train, as alfo to have travelling carriages and

fliot provided,—elaboratories to be eftablifhed, one in Hart-

ford, and another in York. Magazines of provifions (hould

alfo be laid in. Thefe I fliall fix with the commiflary. As

our great lofs laft year proceeded from a want of teams, I

fliall dire£l the quarter-mafter-general to furnifh a certain

number to each regiment to anfwer the common purpofes

thereof, that the army may be enabled to remove from place

to place differently from what we have done, or could do,

this campaign. Ammunition carts, and proper carts for

intrenching tools, fhould alfo be provided, and I (hall dire£t

about them accordingly. Above all, a ftore of fmali arms

fliould be provided, or men will be of little ufe. The con-

fumption and wafle of thefe, this year, has been great :—

militia, flying-camp men, &:c, coming in without, were ob-

liged to be furniOied, or become ufelefs. Many of thefe

threw their arms away : fome loil them, whilfl others de-

ferted, and took them aw:iy. In a word, although I ufed

Vol. L a a every
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cvcTj precaution to preferve tliem, the lofs lias been great j

and this wiii forever be the cafe in fuck a mixed and ir-

regular army as ours has been.

If GO part of the troops already embarked at New-York

has appeared in Virginia, their deftinatiou doubtlefs muft

be to forae other quarter j and that ftate muft, I fliould

tliink, be freed from any invafion, if general Howe can be

efte6i:ually oppofed in this- I therefore inclofe a memo-

randum given me by brigadier Stephen of Virginia, which

Congrefs will pleafe to adopt in the whole,—in part,—or

reject,—as may be confiftent with their plans and intelligence.

The divifion of the army, late under the command of ge-

neral Lee, now general Sullivan, is juft upon the point of

joining us. A ftrange kind of fatality has attended it.

They had orders on the feventeenth of November to join,

now more than a month. General Gates, with four eaftern

regiments, is alfo near at hand : three others from thofe

Hates were coming on, by his order, by the way of Peeklkill,

and had joined general Heath whom I had ordered on with

Parfons's brigade, to join me, leaving Clinton's brigade and

foine militia (that were at Forts Montgomery and Confti-

.tution) to guard thofe important paffes of the Highlands*

But the convention of the ftate of New-York feemjng to

be much alarmed at Heath's coming away,— a fleet appear-

ing oS" New-London,—^and fome part of the enemy's troops

retiring towards Brunfwic,—induced me to countermand the

order for the march of Parfons's brigade, and to direft the

three regiments from Ticonderoga to halt at Morriftown in

Jerfey (where I underftand about eight hundred militia had

coiletled), in order to infpirit the inhabitants, and, as far

as pofftblej cover that part of the country. I fhall fend ge-

Hcral Maxwell this day to take the command of them, and,

If to be done, to harrafs and annoy the enemy in their quar-

ters, and cut off their convoys.

The care and ?igilance, which were ufed in fecuring the

boats
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boats on this river, have hitherto bafBed every attempt of the

enemy to crofs : but, from concurring reports and appear-

ances, they are waiting for ice to afford them a paffage.

Since writing the foregoing I have received a letter from

governor Cooke of Rhode-Ifland, of which the inclofed is a

copy. Previous to this, and immediately upon the firll in-

telligence obtained of a fleet's going through the Sound, I dif-

patched orders to generals Spencer and Arnold to proceed with-

out the leaft delay to the eallward. The firll, I prefume, 13

gone : the latter, not getting my letter till he came to a place

called Eafton, was, by advice of general Gates who alfo met

my letter at the fame place, induced to come on hither before

he proceeded to the eaftward.—Moft of our brigadiers are laid

up : not one has come on with the divifion under general Sul-

livan, but they are left fick at different places on the road.

By accounts from the eaftward, a large body of men had

affembled in Rhode-Ifland from the ftates of Maffachufetts

and Conne£licut. I prefume (but I have no advice of it)

that the militia ordered from the lirft, to rendez-vous at

Danbury (fix thoufand in number) under the command of

major-general Lincoln, for fupplying the place of the dif-

banded men of that ftate in the continental army, will now

be ordered to Rhode-Ifland.

In fpeaking of general Lincoln, I (hould not do him

juftice, were I not to add that he is a gentleman well v/orthy

of notice in the military line. He commanded the militia

from Maffachufetts laft fummer, or fall rather, and much

to my fatisfadlion,—having proved himfelf on all occafions

an aflive, fpirited, fenfible man. I do not know whether it

is his wifh to remain in the military line, or whether, if he

Ihould, any thing under the rank he now holds in the ftate

he comes from would fatisfy him. How far an appoint-

ment of this kind might offend the continental brigadiers,

I cannot undertake to fay :—many there are, over whom he

ought not to be placed j but I know of no way to difcri-

minate.—Brigadier Reed of New-Hampfliire does not, I

A a 2 prefume,
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prefume, mean to continue in fervice : he ought not,—as I

am told, by the feverity of the fmall-pox, he is become both

blind and deaf.— I have the honor to be, &c. G. W,
P. S. Generals Gates and Sullivan have this inftant come

in. By them I learn that few or no men are recruited out

of the regiments coming on with them, and that there is

very little reafon to expe£l that thefe regiments will be pre-

vailed upon to continue after their term of fervice expires.

If militia then do not come in, the confequences are but

too evideni.

Sir, Camp above "Trenton Falls, Decern. 24, T776.

THAT I fhould dwell upon the fubje6l of our dif-

trefles, cannot be more diiagreeable to Congrefs than it is

painful to myfelf. The alarming fituation to which our

affairs are reduced impels me to the meafure. Inquiry and

inveiligationj—which in mod cafes ferve to develop and point

out a remedy,—in ours, prefent more and greater difficulties.

Till of late, I was led to hope from report that no inconfi-

derable part of the troops compofing the regiments that

were with general Lee, and thofe from Ticonderoga under

general Gates, had enlilted again. This intelligence, I con-

fefs, gave me reafon to expe6t that I Ihould have, at the ex-

piration of the prefent year, a force fomewhat more re-

fpe6table than what I find will be the cafe.

Having examined into the ftate of tliofe regiments, I am

authorifed to fay from the information of their officers, that

but very few of the men have enlifted. Thofe who have

are of the troops from Ticonderoga, and were permitted to

vifit their friends and homes, as part of the terms on which

they would re-engage. In refpedl to thofe who marched

with general Lee, I cannot learn that any have. Their re-

fufal, I am told, has not proceeded more from an averfion

to the fervice, or any fixed determination not to engage

again, than from their wiflies to return home,—the non-ap-

2 pointraent
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pointment of officers In feme inflances,—the turning out of

good, and appointing of bad,—in others, and the incomplete or

rather no arrangement of them,— a vv'ork unhappily commit-

ted to the management of their dates : nor have I the moft

diflant profpecl of retaining them a moment longer than

the Ijift of this inflant, notwithftanding the mofl prciring

felicitations and the obvious neceflity for it.

By the departure of thefe regiments I (liall be left with

five from Virginia, Smallwood's from Maryland, a fmall

part of Rawlins's, Hand's from Pennfylvania, a part of

Ward's from ConneSicut, and the German bataJIion,

amounting in the whole at this time from fourteen to fifteen

hundred effective men. This handful, and fuch militia as

may chufe to join me, will then compofe our army.

When I re{le£l upon thefe things they fill me with much

concern, knowing that general Howe has a number of troops

cantcjied in the towns bordering on and near the Delaware,

—his intentions to pafs, as foon as the ice is fufficiently

formed, to invade Pennfylvania and to pofTefs himfe.f of

Piiiladelphia If pofhbic. To guard againlt his defigns and

the execution of them, (hall employ my every exertion : but

how is this to be done ? As yet but few militia have gone

to Philadelphia, and they are to be our fupport at this alarm-

ing crifis. Had I entertained a doubt of general Howe's

intentions to pafs the Delaware on the diffolution of our

army, and as foon as the ice is made, it would now be done

away. An intercepted letter from a gentleman of Phila-

delphia (who has joined the enemy), to his friend and part-

ner in the city declares that to be their defign,—that the

army would be there in ten or tv/enty days from the fix-^

teenth inftant, the time of his writing, if the ice ihould be

made ;—advifes him by no means to remove their llores,—

that they would be fafe.

The obftacles which have arifen to the raifnig of the new

army, from the mode of appointing the officers, induce me

to hope, if Congrefs refolve on an additional number of

A a 3 batallions
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batallions to thofe already voted, that they will devifc fome

other rule by which the officersj efpecially the field-officers^

fhould be appointed. In cafe an augmentation Ihould be

jnade to the eaftern regiments, a deviation from the former

mode will operate more ftrongly as to them than to other

batallions, becaufe there have been many more officers in

fervice from thofe ftates, than the regiments voted to be

raifed would admit of ; by v/hich means feveral deferving

men could not have been provided for, had the utmofl pains

been ufed for the purpofe ; and many others of merit have

been negle6led in the late appointments, and thofe of little

worth and lefs experience put in their places or promoted

over their heads. This has been the cafe with many of the

beft officers.

The inclofed letter from the paymafter-general will fliew

the ftate of the military cheft, and the neceffity of a large

and immediate fupply of cafh. The advances to the officers,

for bounty and the recruiting fervice, are great : befides, the

regiments, at the expiration of this month, will require pay

of their claims. * * *

I have the honor to be, Sec. G. W.
P. S. If the public papers have been removed from Phila-

delphia, I hope thofe which I feiit by lieutenant-colonel

Reed before we left New-York have not been forgot. If

they have not, I beg the favor of you to break open the

cheft, and fend me the feveral letter-books fealed up, having

frequent occafion to refer to them.

To Robert Morris Efqu^re,

Dear Sir, Head-^iarters, December 25, 1776.

I HAVE your obliging favors of the twenty-firft and

twenty-third. The blankets are come to hand; but 1 would

not have any of the other goods fent on till you hear agaia

from me.

I agree with you that it is in vaia to ruminate upon, or

even
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even refletSl upon the authors or caufes of, cur prefent mif-

fortunes : we fliould rather exert ourfelves, and look forward

with hopes that fome lucky chance may yet turn up in our

favor. Bad as our profpeils are, I {hould not have the

lead doubt of fuccefs in the end, did not the late treachery and

defe£lion of thofe, who ftood foremoft in the oppofition while

fortune fniiled upon us, make me fearful that many more will

follow their example, who, by ufing their influence with fome

and working upon the fears of others, may extend the cir-

cle fo as to take in whole towns, counties, nay provinces.

Of this we have a recent inftance in Jerfey ; and I wifh many-

parts of Pennfylvania may not be ready to receive the yoke.

The fecurity of thecontinental {hips of war in Delaware is

certainly a capital obje6l; and yet to draught the many hands,

neceflary to fit them out, from the militia, might be dan-

gerous juft now : perhaps in a little time hence their places

may be fuppiied with country militia 5 and then, if the exi-

gency of affiiirs requires it, they certainly ought to be fpared.

—I will jud hint to you a propofition that was made, or

rather talked of, a few days ago by the officers of two New-
England regiments whofe time of fervice will expire on the

firft of January. They are mod of them water men : and

they faid their men would willingly go on board the frigates,

and navigate them round to any of the ports in New-Eng-

land, if it was thought they would be fafer there than in

IDelaware. You may think of this, and let me hear fronj

you on the fubje£l:, if the propofition pleafes you.

Lieutenant Boger of the navy is already gone In, and I

have made a demand of lieutenant Jofiah in exchange ; but

I have not heard wheth.er lord Howe accedes to it. I will

procure the releafe of do(5lor Hodge as foon as it can be done

without injuring others by giving him the preference, as I

have always made it a rule to demand thofe firfl who hav9

been longed in captivity. I will take the fame deps inrs

gard to Mr. Jonesj commander of the floop taken by the

^ndrew Doria.
•

Ifha;l
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I fliall take the earlieft opportunity of fending in your

letter to general Lee, with the bill drawn upon major Small.

From an intercepted letter from a perfon in the fecrets of

the enemy, I find their intentions are to crofs Delawai^e as

foon as the ice is fufficiently (Irong. I mention this, that

you may take the necellary (leps for the fecurity of fuch pub-

lic and private property as ought not to fall into their hands

Ihould they make themfelves mailers of Philadelphia, of

which they do not feem to entertain the lead doubt.

I hope the next chriftmas will prove happier than the

prefent, to you, and to, dear fir, your fuicere friend and

humble fervant, G, W.
P. S. I would juft afk whether you think Chriillana a fafe

place for our fhores. Do not you think they would be fafer

at Lancafter, or fomevv'here more Inland ?

Sir, Head'^uariersy Morr'ijiovjn^ Dec. 27, 1 776,

I HAVE the pleafure of congratulating you upon

the fuccefs of an enterprife which I had formed againfl a

detachment of the enemy lying in Trenton, and which was

executed yellerday morning.

The evening of the twenty-fifth I ordered the troops in-

tended for this fervlce to parade back of A4' Konkey's ferry,

that they might begin to pafs as foon as it grew dark, ima-

gining we {hould be able to throw them all over, with the

necefiary artillery, by twelve o'clock, and that we might

eafily arrive at Trenton by five in the morning, the didancc

being about nine miles. But the quantity of ice, made that

night, impeded the pall^ige of the boats fo much, that it was

three o'clock before the artillery could all be got over ; and

near four, before the troops took up their line of march.

This made me defpair of furprifing the town, as I well

knew we could not reach it before the day was fairly broke.

But as I was certain there was no making a retreat without

being difcovercd, and harrafled on repaffing the river, I de-

termined
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termlned to pufli on at ail events. I formed my detachment

into two dlvifions, one to march by the lower or river road,

the other by the upper or Pennington road. As the divi-

fions had nearly the fame diftance to march, I ordered each

of them., immediately upon forcing the out guards, to pulh

direflly into the town, that they might charge the enemy
before they had time to form.

The upper divifion arrived at the enemy's advanced poll

cxaQly at eight o'clock ; and in three minutes after, I found,

from the fire on the lower road, that that divifion had alfo

got up. The out-guards made but fmall oppofition, though,

for their numbers, they behaved very well, keeping up a

conllant retreating fire from behind houfes. We prefently

faw their main body formed : but, from their motions, they

feemed undetermined how to aft.

Being hard preiTed by our troops who had already got

pofleflion of their artihery, they attempted to file off by a

road on their right, leading to Princeton. But, perceiving

their intention, I threw a body of troops in their way;

which immediately checked them. Finding from our difpo-

fition, that they were furrounded, and that they muft in-

evitably be cut to pieces if they made any further refiftance,

they agreed to lay down their arms. The number that fub-

mitted in this manner was twenty-three oliicers and eight

hundred and eighty-fi-t men. Colonel Ilahl the command-

ing officer, and feven others, were found wounded in the

tov/n. I do not exactly know how many they had killed j

but I fancy, not above twenty or thirty, as they never mads

any regular Hand. Our lofs is very trifling indeed,—only

two officers anvl one or tvv'o privates wounded.

I find that the detachment of the enemy confifted of the

three Heffian regiments of Lanfpach, Kniphaufen, and

Rahl, amounting to about fifteen hundred men, and a

troop of Britifh light-horfe : but, immediately upon the be-

ginning of the attack, all thofe v/ho were not killed or taken

puflied directly down the road towards Bordentown. Thefe

would
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would likewife have fallen into our hands, could my plait

have been completely carried into execution. General

Ewing was to have crofTed before day at Trenton ferry,

and taken pofleffion of the bridge leading out of town : but

the quantity of ice was fo great, that, though he did every

thing in his power to efFedt it, he could not get over. This

difhculty alfo hindered general Cadwallader from crofling

with the Pennfylvania militia from Briftol. He got part of

his foot over : but finding it impoflible to embark his artil-

lery, he was obliged to defift.

I am fully confident, that, could the troops under generals

Ewing and Cadwallader have pafled the river, I Ihould have

been able with their alhilance to have driven the enemy

from all their polls below Trenton. But the numbers I had

with me being inferior to theirs below me, and a ftrong

batallion of light infantry being at Princeton above me, I

thought it moft prudent to return the fame evening with

the prifoners and the artillery we had taken. We found no

ftores of any confequence in the town.

In juftice to the officers and men, I muft add that their

behavior upon this occafion refleils the higheft honor upon

them. The difficulty of paffing the river in a very fevere

night, and their march through a violent ftorm of fnow and

hail, did not in the lead abate their ardor: but, when they

came to the charge, each feemed to vie with the other in

prefling forward : and were I to give a preference to any

particular corps, I flnould do great injuftice to the others.

Colonel Baylor, my firll aide-de-camp, will have the

honor of delivering this to you •, and from him you may be

made acquainted with many other particulars. His fpirited

behavior upon every occafion requires me^to recommend

him to your particular notice.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W*
Inclofeu you have a particular lift of the prifoners, artillery

and other ftores.
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Sir, Neivtoivrii December 29, 1776,

I AM juft fetting out to attempt a fecond paflage

*cver the Delaware with the troops that were with me on

the morning of the twenty-fixth. I am determined to effe£t

it if poflible -, but know that it will be attended with much

fatigue and difficulty on account of the ice, which will

neither allow us to crofs on foot, nor give us an eafy

paflage with boats. General Cadwallader crofled from

Briftol on the twenty-feventh, and, by his letter of yeiler-

day, was at Bordentown with about eighteen hundred men.

In addition to thefe, general Mifflin fent over five hundred

from Philadelphia on friday, three hundred yeflerday even-

ing from Burlington, and will follow to-day with feven or

eight hundred more. I have taken every precaution in my

power for fubfifting the troops, and fhall, without lofs of

time, and as foon as circumftances will adnrut of it, purfue

the enemy in their retreat,— try to beat up more of their

quarters,—and, in a word, in every inftance, adopt fuch

meafures as the exigency of our affairs requires, and our

fituation will juftify.

Had it not been for the unhappy failure of generals Ewing

and Cadwallader in their attempts to pafs on the night of

the twenty-fifth,—and if the feveral concerted attacks could

have been made,—I have no doubt but that our views would

have fucceeded to our warmeft expedations. What was done

occafioned the enemy to leave their feveral polls on the Dela-

ware with great precipitation. The peculiar diftrefles to

which the troops who were with me were reduced by the

feverities of cold, rain, fnow, and ftorm,—tlie charge of the

prifoners they had taken,—and another reafon that might

be mentioned,—and the little profped: of receiving fuccours

on account of the feafon and fituation of the river,—would

not authorife a further purfuit at that time.

Since tranfmitting the lift of prifoners, a (cw more have

been difcovered and taken in Trenton,—among them a

6 lieutenunl;-
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lieutenant-colonel, and a deputy-adjutant-general,—the whole •

amounting to abt)ut a thoufand.

I have been honored with your letter of the twenty-third

and its feveral inclofures, to whicii I fliall pay due attention.

—A flag goes in this morning with a letter to general Howe,

and another to general Lee. For the latter, Robert Morris

cfquire has tranfmittsd a bill of exchange, drawn by two

Britifli ofiicers, for a huiidred aiid fixt*en pounds, nine

fliiilings, aitd tliree pence, on major Small, for money fur-

rifhed them in South-Carolina, wiiich I truft will be paid.

This fuppiy is exclufive of the fum you have refolved to be

fent him, and which Mr. Morris will procure in time.

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W.
P. S. I am under great apprehenfions about obtaining pro-

per fupplics of provifien for our troopy : I tear it will be

extremely difficult, if not impraiSiicable, as the enen.y, from

every account, have taken and colieiStcd every thing they

could find.

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME,
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